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DEDICATION. 


TO  THE 

HON.  JAMES  KENT, 

CHANCELLOR   OF   THE    STATE    OF   NEW-YORK. 

Sir, 

Will  you  permit  me  to  place  under  your 
protection  the  following  pages,  in  which  it  is 
attempted  to  present  a  brief  outline  of  the  Re- 
sources and  Character  of  a  Country,  whose  pub- 
lic weal  you  have  so  powerfully  upheld  by  your 
judicial  talents  and  learning;  whose  private  in- 
terests have  been  promoted,  and  whose  private 
relations  have  been  uniformly  gladdened,  by 
your  social  and  domestic  virtues? 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Sir, 
Your  much  obliged 

And  most  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  BRISTED. 

Neu^Yorky  1818- 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


Towards  the  close  of  they  ear  1 809,  when  the  re^ 
suit  of  the  battle  of  fVagram  had  convinced  the  Ame-* 
rican  public  that  the  continent  of  Europe  was  finally, 
subdued^  and  that  England  alone  remained  ^^  an  easy 
prey  to  the  all-conquering  arms  of  the  Great  Napoleon^ 
I  yentured^  to  oppose  the  headlong  current  of  popular 
opinion;  and  in  the  ^^ Hints  on  the Naiixmal Bankruptcy 
of  Britain^  and  on  her  resources  to  maintain  the  present 
contest  with  ,  France,''  (afterward  republished  under* 
the  title  of  ^^  Resources  of  the  British  Empire,'')  under- 
took to  demonstrate  that  the  final  destruction  of  thq- 
overgrown  power  of  France  was  to  be  expected; 
First,  fram  the  nature  of  the  French  political  and  mili- 
tary institutions;  Secondly,  from  the  resistance  of  the 
people  of  continental  Europe;  and.  Thirdly,  firom  the 
resources  of  the  British  Empire. 

This  work  was  no  sooner  published  than  many  pro^ 
found  politicians  pronounced  the  author  to  be  "a  vi- 
sionary fanatic,  a  mere  closet  recluse,  unacquainted  with 
men  and  things,  deficient  in  judgment,  and  wanting 
common  sense;'*  and  persisted,  with  increased  vehe^ 
mence,  as  they  inhaled  fresh  inspirations  from  the 
\scevi  spiracula  Ditis," to  prophesy  that  France  ^^  would 
soon  stretch  her  sceptre  over  the  whole  of  Europe^ 
plant  her  tri-coloured  flag  on  the  Tower  of  JLondoju 
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alternaticms  which  so  peculiarly  ^characterize  all  the 
movements  of  men  and  things  under  our  popular  insti- 
tutions^ I  may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  say,  in  relation 
to  those  parties,  whether  dominant  or  defeated. 


^'  Trof^  Tiftiusque  mihi  nullo  discrimine  agetur. 


»> 


After  a  few  introductory  remarks  on  the  importance 
of  a  right  acquaintance  with  the  resources  and  cha- 
racter of  the  United  States,  and  the  grievous  misrepre- 
sentation  of  them  by  European  writers,  the^r*^  chap- 
ter exhibits  the  territorial  aspect,  population,  agricul- 
ture, and  navigable  capacities  of  the  United  States;  the 
second,  their  commerce,  home  and  foreign ;  the  third, 
their  manufactures ;   the  fourth,  their  finances ;  the 
^th,  their  government,  policy,  and  laws  ;*  the  sixth, 
their  literature,  arts,  and  science;  the  seventh,  their  re^ 
ligion,  morals,  habits,  manners,  and  character.     The 
work  is  concluded  by  an  eye-glance  at  the  present  con- 
dition of  Europe,  particularly  of  Spain,  France,  Eng- 
land, and  Russia,  and  the  probable  consequences  of  tha 
present  European  coalition  to  these  United  States. 


JOHN  BRISTED. 


;  tlem.York,  April,  1818. 
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Importance  of  the  United  States. — Misrepresentations 

of  Travellers,  ^c. 

THE  resources  and  character,  the  present  power,  and 
future  prospects,  of  the  United  States,  are  very  imper- 
fectly appreciated  or  understood  by  the  nations  of 
£urope.  Nay,  one  of  the  great  British  critics  has  re- 
cently informed  us,  that  the  Americans  themselves 
have  not  yet  told  their  own  story  well ;  nor  sufficiently 
directed  their  mind  towards  fathoming  the  capabiHties 
of  their  own  country.. 

To  ascertain  and  exhibit  the  resources  of  this  ex- 
tended and  rapidly-rising  empire,  is  worthy  the  atten- 
tion of  every  one  who  feels  a  deep  interest  in  the  well- 
being  of  the  republic.  Indeed,  no  object  can  be  pre- 
sented more  worthy  of  the  contemplation  of  all  the 
nations  of  the  globe,  than  the  growing  capacities  of  a 
iKJUunonwealth  which  has  borne  itself  triumphantly 
through  two  severe  and  bloody  conflicts,  against  the 
most  fearful  odds ;  and  run  a  career  of  peace,  unex- 
ampled in  enterprise  and  prosperity  througliout  the 
histoiy  of  the  world. 

Humanly  speaking,  no  circumstances  can  prevent 
these  United  States  from  becoming,  eventually,  and  at 
no   distant  period,    a  great  and  powerful  nation,  in* 
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fluencing  and  controlling  the  other  sovereignties  of  the 
world  ; — seeing  that  they  are  secure  from  the  dread  of 
powerful  neighbours ;  that  they  are  not  composed  of 
detached  and  distant  territories ;  but  that  one  connect- 
ed, fertile,  wide-spreading  country  is  the  goodly  heri- 
tage of  their  dominion ;  that  they  are  blessed  with  a 
vast  variety  of  soils  and  productions,  and  are  watered 
with  innumerable  streams  for  the  delight  and  accom- 
modation of  their  inhabitants  ;  that  a  succession  of  na- 
vigable rivers  forms  an  ocean-chain  around  their  bor- 
ders, to  bind  them  together ;  while  the  most  capacious 
waters,  running  at  convenient  distances,  present  them 
with  so  many  highways  for  the  mutual  transportation 
and  exchange  of  all  their  various  commercial  commo- 
dities, both  rude  and  manufactured ;  and  also  for  the 
easy  communication  of  all  friendly  aids,  political  and 
military.  ^         , 

In  addition  to  the  Atlantic  States,  exhibiting  up- 
wards of  two  thousand  miles  of  sea-coast,  with  innu- 
merable bays,  creeks,  rivers,  ports,  and  harbours,  and 
covering  a  surface  of  nearly  one  million  of  square  miles, 
displaying  every  variety  of  soil  and  produce, — a  new 
empire  has  suddenly  sprang  up  within  the  bosom  of 
the  union,  like  an  exhalation  from  the  earth.  I  mean 
that  immense  region  called  the  ff^pstern  Country ;  bound- 
ed on  the  north  by  the  great  lakes  Erie,  Huron,  and 
Superior,  and  the  chain  of  waters  between  the  Grand 
Portage  and  the  Lake  of  the  Woods ;  on  the  west  by 
the  Rocky  Mountains ;  on  the  south  by  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico ;  on  the  east  by  the  Alleghany  Hills ;  com- 
prising iuMJifteen  hundred  thousand  square  miles,  and 
more  than  Jifty  thousand  miles  of  internal  ship  and 
boat  navigation.  It  contains  two  thousand  miles  of 
lake;  one  thousand  miles  of  gulf;  and  one  hundred 
thousand  miles  of  river  coast.  The  whole  country  is 
one  continued  intersection  of  rivers^  communicating 
with  each  other. 

These  vast  territorial  domains  are  held  by  a  popula- 
tion^ free  as  the  air  they  breathe — a  population,  pow- 
erful in  physical  activity  and  strength ;  patient  of  toil. 
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Mid  prodigal  of  life ;  brave,  enterprising^  intelligent^ 
and  persevering ;  presenting^  both  in  body  and  in  mind^ 
the  noblest  materials  for  the  formation  of  national  great* 
ness,  prosperity,  and  influence. 

There  are  many  and  obvious  reasons  why  the  nations 
bf  Europe  are  unacquainted  with  the  resources  and  cha- 
racter of  the  United  States  ;  which  present  institutions 
political  and  social,  altogether  unique,  and  unparalleled 
in  the  annals  of  humankind.  It  is  sufficient  merely 
to  mention  one  very  broad  source  of  European  igne^ 
ranee,  with  respect  to  this  country;  namely,  the  op- 
posite, but  equally  erroneous  views  which  the  various 
travellers  from  Europe  have  given  of  the  American  Re- 
public. By  far  the  greater  portion  of  these  writers 
have  fallen  into  the  vitiou^  extreme  of  unbounded 
praise,  or  of  indiscriminate  censure. 

Many  persons^  frustrated  in  their  pernicious  hopes 
at  home,  and  sometimes  smarting  from  the  recent 
scourge ;  men  who  have  been  arraigned  at  the  bar  of 
justice  in  their  own  land,  as  traitors  and  felons,  and 
have  exchanged  the  well-merited  gallows  for  an  igno- 
minious exile,  have  generally  depicted  this  countiy  as 
the  seat  of  uncontam'mated  purity,  and  uninterrupted 
happiness.  If  we  may  believe  tne  assertions  of  these 
political  philosophers,  the  soil  every  where  teems  with 
spontaneous  plenty ;  the  air  is  balmy  and  fragrant;  the 
soft  delights  of  perpetual  spring  dwell  upon  the  land ; 
the  form  of  government,  as  it  is  written  down  upon 
paper,  and  appears  in  a  printed  book,  is  the  model  of 
all  human  perfection ;  the  rulers  are,  of  necessity,  all 
virtue,  wisdom^  and  strength;  and  th% people,  who  electa 
and  from  the  midst  of  whom  are  elected  these  rulers, 
are,  invariably,  all  incorruptible  in  their  political  in-^ 
tegrity,  pijire  in  their  personal  conduct,  simple  and  ns* 
fined  in  their  social  manners.  Vice  knows  no  habita- 
tion here ;  and  I^aradise  is  again  restorisd  on  earth,  aa 
it  existed,  in  all  the  bloom  of  innocence  and  love,  bd- 
foTft  the  &11  of  our  primeval  parents. 

Another  set  of  writers,  either  rankling  vLud/sir  the  dis* 
appoiiitaieAt  9f  their  too  sanguine  txp€ct|i^9iui^  of  si^ 
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cess  in  this  country ;  or,  from  a  very  slight  and  super- 
ficial view  of  what  they  did  not  understand,  and  under 
the  guidance  of  that  self-sufficient  malignity,  which  is 
the  inseparable  concomitant  of  dulness  and  ignorance, 
and  measuring  every  thing  they  saw  here  by  the  habits 
and  manners  of  the  people  in  their  own  country,  and 
resolutely  condemning  whatsoever  differed  from  the 
standard  to  which  they  themselves  had  been  accustom- 
ed ;  without  ever  once  reflecting  upon  the  very  dif- 
ferent states  of  society  which  must  necessarily  tak» 
place  in  an  old,  long-established,  and  fully  peopled 
country,  and  in  one  which  labours  under  all  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  national  infancy — a  thin  and  a  scattered 
population  over  an  immense  extent  of  territory.  The  . 
unfinished  condition  of  its  social  habits,  the  fluctuation 
of  its  political  institutions,  the  uncertainty  of  its  popu- 
lar movements,  have  taken  upon  themselves  to  repre- 
sent these  United  States  as  cursed  with  a  barren 
and  inhospitable  soil ;  an  ungenial  and  dreary  clime ; 
a  government  full  of  weakness,  fraud,  and  violence  ;  a 
people  made  up  and  compounded  of  the  sweepings  and 
refuse  of  Europe — ^*the  taint  of  anarchy,  and  the  blast 
of  crime,**— fickle  and  turbulent  in  their  politics,  rude 
and  coarse  in  their  behaviour,  and  steeped  in  all  the 
vulgar  brutality  of  vice  and  faction. 

Gilbert  Imlaj/y  and  M.  St.  John  de  CrevecoeuVj  au- 
thor of  "  The  American  l^'armer,"  and  of  pretended 
'^  Travels  in  Upper  Pennsylvania  and  the  State  of  New 
York,"  have  exceedingly  exaggerated  the  excellencies 
of  the  United  States,  by  representing  them  as  the  abode 
of  more  than  all  the  perfection  of  innocence,  happiness, 
plenty,  learning,  and  wisdom,  than  caw  be  allotted  to 
human  brings  to  enjoy.  A  far  greater  number  of  wri- 
ters, however,  have  outraged  decency,  by  loading  the 
American  people  with  abuse  and  calumny.  Among 
the  vilest  and  silliest  of  these,  are  Parkinson,  an 
English  farmer;  Ashe,  a  soudisard  military  officer; 
and  one  t/fl?W(?n,  a  hon-de^ript. 

These  writers,  as  appears  from  their  own  confession, 
never  herded  with  any  other  companions  than  the 
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lower  classes  of  society  in  the  union^  such  as  stage- 
drivers,  masters  of  sloops,  keepers  of  ale-houses,  low 
mechanics,  retail  tradesmen,  and  labouring .  peasants. 
It  is  not,  indeed^  pretended  by  any  of  the  advocates  of 
American  character  and  claims,  that  among  these  classes 
of  the  community  can  be  discovered  any  very  great 
refinement  of  breeding,  or  any  very  extensive  in- 
formation, or  any  very  profound  reflection. 

Another  set  of  travellers  in  this  country  have  come 
hither  with  letters  of  introduction  to  some  very  respect- 
able gentlemen  in  the  United  States ;  and,  in  conse- 
quence, have  been  received  into  their  families,  and  the 
families  of  their  friends  and  acquaintance ;    and,  in 
every  instance,  have  been  treated  with  hospitality  and 
kinchiess.    These  men  have  gone  away  to  Europe,  and 
published  anecdotes  of  private  families,  have  given  to 
the  world  accounts  of  mere  domestic  incidents,  such  as 
could  only  have  been  imparted  in  the  moments  of  un- 
6uspecting  confidence  ;  and  the  relation  of  which  can 
serve  np  other  purpose  than  to  sadden  the  heart  of 
those  who  have  been  betrayed,  and  stamp,  in  cha- 
racters of  lasting  infamy,  the  baseness  of  the  being 
who  could  thus  drag  into  painful  notice  individuals 
wishing  to  pass  their  lives  in  the  privacy  of  cultivated 
retirement,  occasionally  diversified  by  the  more  select 
intercourse  of  the  social  circle. 
*  On  the  height  of  this  bad  eminence  stand  the  ifcfar- 
quis  de  Chastilleux,  and  the  Dujce  de  la  RouchefaucauU 
jLaincourty  who  have  repaid  the  kindness  of  American 
hospitality,  by  descanting  on  the  vulgarity  of  American 
manners,  and  by  detailing  to  the  world  occurrences  and 
conversations  which  they  could  never  have  known,  had 
they  not,  mifortunatcly,  been  mistaken  for  gentlemen, 
by  those   whose   civilities  and  confidence  they   thus 
abused.     But,  surely,  private  individuals,  who  do  not 
obtrude  themselves  upon  the  public,  but  rather  shun 
the  eye  of  vulgar  observation,  are  not  fit  subjects  for  a 
traveller  8  merriment,  or  satire.     In  a  world,   bursting 
with  vice  and  folly,  there  are  always  knaves  and  cox- 
eombsj  ii)  sufficient  number^  to  exhaust  all  the  p6Wer$ 
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of  ridicule  and  invective ;  and  these  are  the  mhf  legiti-r 
mate  objects,  against  which  the  laugh  of  the  wit,  and 
,the  declamation  of  the  moralist,  ought  to  be  directed. 

The  well-known  poet,^Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  whafi 
quite  a  young  man,  published  a  book,  made  up  of  prose 
and  verse,  in  which  he,  very  unmercifully,  abused  and 
misrepresented  the  people  of  this  country.  Some  little 
time  since,  however,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr.  John 
E.  Hall,  the  editor  of  the  Pprti-Folio,  in  Philadelphia,^ 
in  which  he  expresses  his  deep  repentance  for  having 
slandered  America,  and  swings  into  the  opposite  ex- 
treme of  unmeasured  praise,  representing  it,  noWj  aft 
the  only  land  where  freedoin,  and  happiness,  and  so 
forth,  are  to  be  found. 

It  would,  indeed,  be  superfluous  to  decant  upon  the 
credulity  of  Mr.  fFeldy  who,  in  enumerating  the  peril- 
ous wild  beasts  of  this  country,  gravely  asserts,  and,  ai 
he  says,  upon  the  authority  of  General  Washington, 
that  the  moschetto  of  the  United  States  is  so  terrible  ir^ 
its  attacks  as  to  bite  through  the  thickest  hoot.  Now, 
the  moschetto,  which  is  a  species  of  gnaty  is  no  more 
troublesome  or  offensive  here  than  the  gnats  are  in  the 
fens  of  Lincolnshire,  or  the  lowlands  of  Essex^  in  Eng- 
land. Besides,  General  Washington  merely  told  Mr.- 
Weld,  that  the  moscnetto  will  bite  through  the  thickest 
staddng,  above  the  boot-top,  when  there  is  any  space 
between  the  boot  and  the  knee-band.  But  Mr.  Weld 
has  substituted  the  word  hoot  for  stocking ;  and  thuSj^ 
very  reasonably,  alarmed  all  cautious  people  with  a  tale 
of  terror,  respecting  the  dreadful  ravages  of  the  mos^, 
chetto  trib^  of  North  America  upon  the  human  body. 

Still  more  insufferable  would  it  be  to  dwell  upon  the 
meagre,  miserable  trash,  that  is  occasionally  foisted  into 
the  monthly  Magazine,  of  London^  under  the  signa- 
ture of  a  little  obstetrical  Quixote,  at  Alexandria,  in  ^he 
district  of  Columbia ;  and,  by  a  singular  misnom^r^ 
palljsd  "  Information  8^s  to  the  United  States." 

But  the  character  of  M.  Brissot  de  ff^arville.  the 
leader  of  the  Girbnde  revolutionary  faction  in  France,  is 
loo  notorious  to  pemfiit  his  observations^  pn  the  Unite4 
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States  to.  be  pasted  over,  in  silence.  In  a  printed  book 
of  his^.  on  the  commerce  of  this  country^  ne  very  pro* 
iusely  praises  the  Americans^  and  calls  himself  a 
Quaker.  Brissot  had  led  a  veiy  wandering  life,  and  had 
written  an  incredible  number  of  books  on  pohtics,  none 
of  which  were  over-wise.  He  had  been  a  subaltern  Uk 
the  police,  under  the  old  French  monarchy,  and  had 
been  sent  to  London  on  some  service,  in  the  line 
of  his  vocation,  by  the  lieutenant  of  police  in  Paris. 
The  revolution  in  France,  of  course,  raised  him  to  the 
level  of  his  merit,  and  he  became  the  doer  of  a  news* 
paper,  an  office  of  high  importance  in  all  revolutionary 
societies.  He  was,  however,  a  better  disorganizer  than 
philosopher :  for,  in  a  manuscript  volume  of  his,  now^ 
or  lately  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  hands  (^ 
some  elderiy  Friends,  or  Quakers,  to  whom  he  sent  it 
for  the  express  purpose  of  being  published  in  this  counp 
try  (a  step  which  his  more  prudent  correspondents  de- 
clined), he  solemnly  maintains  that  the  character  of  tb^ 
American  people  can  always  be  known,  infallibly^  by 
the  course  of  the  rivers  throughout  the  union.    . 

For  instance,  says  this  profound  observer  of  men  and 
things,  when  he  illustrates  this  notable  proposition,  '^  in 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  the  rivers  are  violent 
and  irregular  in  their  progress,  and  so  is  the  character  of 
the  inabttants  of  these  States."— ^  Alas  !  for  the  people 
of  New  England,  who  have  always,  hitherto,  been 
deemed  the  most  sober,  orderly,  steady,  and  persevering 
in  their  habits  and  manners  of  all  the  Americans !  ^^  In 
the  Middle  States,'*  continues  Brissot,  "the riyers  are 
strong  and  majestic,  and  so  are  the  people.  In  the 
Southern  departments,  as  Virginia,  the  two  Carolinas^ 
and  Georgia,  the  rivers  are  muddy,  slow,  ebbing,  and 
flowing  capriciously;  and,  accordingly,  the  people  on 
these  states  are  dull,  stagnant,  and  fickle." 

This  consolatory  mode  of  determining  the  national 
character  of  a  people  was  never  equalled,  but  once,  in 
the  annals  of  philosophism.  An  obscure  madman, 
called  WiUiam  Gilbert,  in  the  year  1797^  published,  iii 
Londo3>^  a  poem^  eatUled  ^  The  Hurricane,  a  theoson* 
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phical  and  western  eclogue ;  to  which  is  subjoined^  a 
solitary  efiusion  in  a  summer's  evening."    In  the  noteir 
appended  to  this  solitary  effusion,  Mr.  Gilbert  assures 
us  (I  quote  his  own  words),  '^  First,  that  all  countries 
have  a  specific  mind,  or  determinable  principle.     This 
character  may  be  traced,  with  as  much  satisfaction,  in 
the  vegetable    as  in  the  animal  productions.     Thus, 
strength,  with  its  attributes,  namely,  asperity,  &c.  is 
the  character,  or  mind  of  England.     Her  leading  pro- 
ductions are  the  oak,  peppermint,  sloes,  crabs,  and  sour 
cherries.    All  elegance,  all  polish  is  superinduced ;  and 
primarily,  from  France,  of  which  thei/  [Query,  who  P] 
are  natives.    Secondly/,  tliat  a  country  is  subdued  when 
its  mindy  or  /j/'^,'(its^ prince,  according  to  Daniel,)  or  its 
genius,  according  to  the  modem  easterns,  or  its  prinr- 
dp/e,  according  to  Europeans,  is  either  suppressed  or 
destroyed,  or.  chymically  combined  with  that  of  a  fo- 
reign country,  in  a  form  that  leaves  the  foreign  property 
predominant,  and  not  till  then.    And  this  cannot  ensue 
but  upon  suicide,  upon  a  previous  abandonment,  on  the 
part  of  a  nation,  of  its  own  principle.     For  when  the. 
Creator  made  every  thing  very  go6d,  he  also  made  it 
tenable  on  the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  complete ; 
consequently,  without  the  necessity,  without  the  desire 
of  encroaching ;  and  also  without  the  capability,  ex- 
cept under  the  penalty  of  surrendering,  with  its  own 
complete  roundness,  its  own  tenability.*' 

^^  Thus,*'  continues  Mr.  Gilbert,  "  I  arrive  at  a  pn- 
mary  law  of  nature,  that  every  one  must  fall  into  the 
pit  that  t  he  digs  for  others,  either  before  or  after,  or 
without  success.  Thirdly,  that  in  the  European  subju- 
gation of  America,  the  AiMrican  mind  or  life,  only 
suffered  under  a  powerful  affusion  of  the  European ; 
and  that,  as  th^  solution  proceeds,  it  acquires  a  stronger 
and  stronger  tincture  of  the  subject,  till,  at  length,  that 
which  was  first  subdued,  assumes  an  absolute,  unexpug- 
nable  predominancy,  and  a  final;  inasmuch  as  the  con- 
test is  between  the  two  last  parts  of  the  world,  and 
there  is  no  prospective  umpire  to  refer  to ;  but  it  must 
be  decided  by  the  possession  of  first  prindples,  or  the 
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highest  mind  in  the  hierarchy  of  minds ;  and  the  Ei^ 

ropean  possession  of  mind^  having  previously  arrived 

at  perfection,  from  her  long  intercourse  with  Africa 

and  Asia ;  and  not  being  able  to  rescue  her  from  the 

present  grasp  and  predominancy  of  American  mind, 

the  question  is  now  settled  for  ever,  and  Europe  yields 

to  the  influence,  mind,  and  power  of  America,  Hnked 

in  essential  principle  with  Africa  and  Asia  for  ever. 

Besides,  Europe  had  full  success  in  her.  encroachments  ; 

she  succeeded  in  throwing  America  into  the  pit ;  and, 

o^  course,  it  must  be  her  own  turn  to  go  in  now ;  she 

depopulated  America,  and,  now,  America  must  depo- 

ptdate  her/'— Q.  E.  D. 

It  would  be  unjust  not  to  recommend  the  work  of 
M.  Beaujour,  late  Consul  from  France,  residing  at 
Philadelphia:  his  view  of  the  commerce,  policy, 
finances,  s^culture,  manners,  and  habits  of  the  United 
States,  is  written  with  great  spirit  and  intelligence; 
and  cannot  fail  to  repay  an  attentive  perusal  with  a 
rich  harvest  of  instruction  and  amusement. 

To  which  may  be  added  M.  de  Marbois's  prelimi- 
nary discourse  to  his  account'  of  Arnold's  conspiracy, 
where  the  United  States,  their  institutions,  and  people, 
are  spoken  of  in  terms  of  high  eulogy,  and  ardent  ad- 
miration. For  a  splendid  and  interesting  account,  and 
an  excellent  translation  of  this  work,  the  reader  is  re- 
ferred to  the  second  volume  of  Mr.  Walsh's  American 
Register.  Mr.  Vobiey's  "  View  of  the  Soil  and  Cli- 
mate of  the  United  States  of  America ;"  and  Mr. 
Schultz's  ^^  Travels  on  an  inland  voyage  through  the 
States  of  New-York,  Petmsylvania,  Virginia,  Ohio,  Sec.** 
m^  also  be  consulted  with  pleasure  and  profit. 

Much  useful  information,  conveyed  in  a  plain,  unos** 
tentatious  style,  may  likewise  be  derived  from  Mr. 
Mellish's  ^^  Travels  through  the  United  States,  in  the 
years  I8O6,  1807,  I8O9,  1810,  and  1811;'*  a  work 
which  is  particularly  valuable  for  its  account  of  the. 
Western  States,  and  for  the  candour  with  which  it 
treats,  generally,  of  the  cotmtry,  its  people,  institutions, 
habits,  and  nutnners.    The  reader  will  also  find  ^^  Tra« 
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vels  in  the  Interior  of  the  United  States,**  by  Johii 
Bradbury,  F.  L.  S.,  an  entertaining  and  instructive 
book.  Mr.  Morris*  Birkbeck's  '^  Notes  of  a  Journey  in 
America,  from  the  coast  of  Virginia  to  the  territory  of 
lUinois,'*  with  the  exception  of  some  Jacobin  slang 
against  England  and  her  institutions,  will  be  found  a 
valuable  and  interesting  little  work. 

Let  it  not  be  imagined,  that  I  seek,  by  thus  censur- 
ing many  of  the  writers  who  have  treated  of  this  coun- 
try, to  recommend  to  the  notice  of  the  reader  the  opi- 
nions contained  in  the  present  work.  It  is  merely  de- 
sired to  state  the^  simple  fact,  that  the  people  of  this 
country  have  been  grossly  misrepresented ;  and  som^ 
publications  have  been  referred  to,  as  proving  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  statement.  The  chief  intention  of  the 
following  pages  is  to  show,  that  the  trutii,  as  is  gene- 
rally the  case  in  all  human  opinions  and  transactions, 
Kes  between  the  two  extremes,  which  have  been  chosen 
by  the  calumniators  'and  pan^yrists  of  the  United 
States ;  that  this  country  is  neither  the  garden  of  Eden 
nor  the  valley  of  Tophet ;  that  the  Americans  them- 
selves are  neither  angels  nor  fiends,  but  human  beings, 
dothed  witii  flesh  and  blood,  possessing  the  appetites 
and  passions,  the  peywers  and  frailties  of  mortality ;  and 
greatly  influenced  in  their  feelings,  sentiments,  and 
conduct,  by  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  they 
are  placed.  It  is  wished,  ^f  nothing  extenuating,  nor 
setting  down  aught  in  malice/' to  give  a  faithful  por- 
trait, a  living^  likeness  of  the  habits  luid  condition  of  an 
enterprising,  intelligent,  spirited,  aspiring  people,  that 
must  be,  ere  long,  and  that  ought ^  before  this  period, 
to  have  been  ^better  known,  ^nd  more  justly  appre- 
ciated by  the  potertotes  and  nations  of  Europe. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


On  thf  Aspect f  jigncuUure,  Population^  S^c.  of  the 

United  States. 

m 

It  is  not  intended,  in  the  following  pages,  to  give  a 
minute  detail  of  the  agriculture,  commerce,  finances, 
politics,  religion,  education,  literature,  habits,  and  man* 
ners  of  the  United  States ;  but  merely  to  present  a  brief 
outline  of  their  resources  and  character,  such  as  they 
appear,  from  an  inspection  and  examination  during  se- 
vend  years.  The  reader  who  wishes  for  more  ample 
information  upon  the  statistics  of  this  country,  is  ^e^ 
ferred  to  the  second  edition  of  Mr.  Pitkin  s  very  valu- 
able work,  entitled  ^^  A  statistical .  View  of  the  Com- 
merx^  of  the  United  States  of  America ;  its  connexion 
with  Agriculture  and  Manufactures,'*  &c.  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  public  debt;  revenues,  and  expenditure  of 
the  United  States,  &c.  to  Mr.  Tench  Coxe^s  "  View  of 
the  United  States  of  America,"  exhibiting  the  progress 
and  present  state  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  popula- 
tion, agriculture,  exports,  imports,  fisheries,  navigation, 
ship-building,  manufactures, and  general  improvements; 
to  Mr.  Blodgefs  ^^  Economica,  a  Statistical  Manual  for 
the  United  States  of  America  ;*'  to  Mr.  JeffersarCs 
*^  Notes  on  Virginia,"  in  answer  to  certain  questions* 
proposed  by  M.  Barbe  de  Marbois ;  to  the  fVestem 
Gazetteer^  or  Emigrant's  Directory,"  containing  a  geo- 
graphical description  of  the  Western  States  and  Terri- 
tories, including  the  States  of  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Lou- 
isiana, Ohio,  Tennessee,  and  Mississippi,  and  the  Terri- 
tories of  Illinois,  Misspuri,  Alabama,  Michigan,  and 
^^ofthwestci^at  |»  out  of  if hic)i  may  be  carved  at  leas^ 
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twelve  new  states^  each  as  large  as  the  United  Kingdom 
of  Great-Britain  and  Ireland.  And,  finally,  the  reader 
may  consult  Dr.  Morsels  ^^  American  Universal  Geo- 
graphy," which  contains  much  valuable  information, 
respecting  the  United  States  generally,  and  each  sepa- 
rate state  in  particular. 

The  United  States  possess  prodigious  physical  capa- 
bilities of  wealth  and  greatness,  in  a  home  territory, 
spread  out  to  an  enormous  extent,  and  fertile  in  most  of 
those  productions  which  minister  to  the  necessities  and 
gratifications  of  man ;  in  navigable  rivers,  capacious  and 
convenient  ports,  and  the  Atlantic  main,  which  connects 
them  with  the  other  portions  of  the  world.     All  these 
advantages,  brought  into  exercise  by  the  spirit  and  per- 
severance of  an  intelligent  and  enterprising  people,  af- 
ford the  means  and  facilities  of  acquiring  ample  power, 
and  permanent  strength.     Indeed,  the  whole  aspect  of 
Natute  here,  in  America,  has  a  direct  tendency  to  en- 
large and  elevate  the  mind  of  the  sensible  and  refined 
spectator.     Little  are  the  feelings  of  that  being  to  be 
envied,  whose  heart  does  not  swell  with  sublime  emo- 
tions, when  he  sees  with  what  a  bold  and  magnificent 
profusion  the  living  God  has  scattered  the  great  works 
of  his  creation  in  this  quarter  of  the  globe ;  on  how 
vast  and  awful   a  scale  of  grandeur  He  has  piled  up 
the  mountains,  spread  out  the  vallies,  planted  the  fo- 
rests, and  poured  forth  the  floods. 

Some  political  writers  and  moral  philosophers  have 
asserted,  that  assemblages  of  the  grander  objects  of 
nature  tend  directly  to  elevate  the  minds  of  those  who 
live  in  their  vicinity,  and  to  give  them  a  magnanimity 
of  thought  and  action,  which  we  look  for  in  vain  from 
the  inhabitants  of  less  favoured  regions.  And  the  ele- 
vation of  mind,  which  is  supposed  to  characterize  the 
Scottish  Highlander  and  the  peasant  of  Switzerland^  is 
referred  to  the  cflect  produced  by  the  sublime  scenery 
which  the  rugged  mountains,  the  winding  streams, 
the  sunken  glens,  and  tl|e  roaring  torrents  of  their 
respective  countries  continually  offer  to  their  per-^ 
ception  and  contemplation.    This  position,  however. 
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ought  to  be  restricted  in  its  application^  and  considered 
as  relating  only  to  those  who  are  endowed  with  quick 
perceptions  and  acute  feelings ;  for  all  experience 
proves,  that  upon  ordinary  minds,  upon  the  great  and 
grosser  mass  of  human  animals,  ho  such  exalting  effect 
is  produced,  by  the  contemplation  of  nature  in  any  of 
her  visible  forms,  either  of  magnificence  or  beauty. 

The  great  majority  of  mankind,  either  employed  in 
providing  for  the  necessities  of  the  passing  day,  or  in- 
tent upon  the  pursuit  of  wealth,  or  engaged  in  adminis^ 
tering  to  the  gratification  of  the  grosser  senses,  have 
neither  the  inclination  nor  the  ability  to  derive  pleasure 
from  surveying  the  calm  or  the  agitated  ocean ;  or  from 
observing  the  various  beauties  of  nature  that  adorn  the 
fair  face  of  the  earth.  All  that  the  sea  can  present  of 
value  or  delight  to  them  is  contained  in  her  depths,  or 
wafted  on  her  bosom,  in  the  shape  of  marketable  com- 
modities; and  all  of  satisfaction  or  comfort  that  they  can 
derive  from  the  earth  is  either  pent  up  within  her  bow- 
els, in  the  form  of  the  more  precious  minerals  or  metals^ 
or  appear  upon  her  surface,  in  all  the  variety  of  those 
animal  and  vegetable  productions  that  can  be  converted 
into  nutriment  or  profit.  Much  stress,  therefore,  is  not 
to  be  laid  upon  the  grand  disposition  of  natural  scenery 
in  the  United  States,  as  regulating  or  affecting  the  moral 
and  political  character  of  the  American  people. 

President  Montesquieu,  and  other  political  philoso- 
phers (besides  M.  Brissot  de  Warville  and  Mr.  Gil- 
bert), do,  indeed,  attribute  much  of  national  character 
to  physical  circumstances,  as  scenery,  soil,  climate,  &c. 
But  the  physical  circumstances  of  Greece  and  Rome 
are  the  same  now  as  in  the  days  of  Pericles  and  Plato, 
of  Caesar  and  Cicero.  Yet  how  different  now  are  th« 
Men  of  Athens  and  Rome,  quantum  matatus  ab  ilia 
Hectare  !  Such  is  the  quickening  power  of  liberty^ 
not  only  to  render  man,  individually,  great  and  power- 
ful, but  also,  to  render  his  country,  for  its  allotted  hour, 
loid  of  the  ascendant  over  other  nations ;  while  des^ 
potism  debases  the  individual  citizens  into  slaves,  and 
makes  their  country*  the  vassal  of  vassals.     Witness 
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Greece,  once  the  pride  and  terror  of  the  world,  now.  f, 
bondwoman  to  the  ignorant  and  barbarous  Turk  ;  wit- 
ness Rome,  once  mistress  of  the  earth,  now  the  mise^ 
rable  asylum  of  a  cumbrous  superstition,  decaying  evetl 
to  the  last  faint  gleam  of  extinction. 

Prior  to  the  reign  of  the  Imperial  Charles  the  FiiUi, 
Spain  was  the^ree*^  nation  in  Europe :  the  power  of 
her  kings  was  guardedly  limited ;  all  orders  were  ad- 
mitted to  an  equal  representation  in  the  diet;  she  main*  / 
tained  an  entire  independence  on  the  Roman  Church ;. 
she  engaged  and  excelled  in  every  walk  of  literature, 
science,  and  erudition ;  she  influenced  and  controlled 
every  other  European  sovereignty.  Now,  she  is  the 
forlorn  and  abject  slave  of  papal  superstition,  the  vic- 
tim of  the  inquisition,  dark,  ignorant,  helpless,  a  prey 
tp  the  most  despicable  civil  and  religious  bondage. 
Yet  the  plains  of  Castile  and  Arragon  show  as  wide  a 
champaign,  and  the  range  of  the  Pyrenees,  the  chain  of 
the  Sierra  Morena,  and  the  Mountains  of  the  Asturias, 
lift  their  heads  as  prcfudly  to  the  skies,  now  in  the 
darkest  hour  of  Spanish  thraldom  and  degradation,  as 
in  her  brightest  day  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  chi- 
valric  heroism,  and  mental  illumination,  The  character 
of  nations,  therefore^  is  formed,  not  by  physical,  but  by 
moral  causes  and  influences,  as  government,  religion, 
laws,  and  education,  which  will,  hereafter,  be  shown  at 
length. 

The  United  States  are  situated  between  26*  do'^  and 
4y  17**  north  latitude,  and  between  10**  east  and 
48""  20^  west  longitude  from  Washington.  The  most 
northern  part  is  bounded  by  a  line,  running  due  west 
from  the  northwest  comer  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods, 
and  the  southern  extremity  is  the  outlet  of  the  Rio  ddl 
Norte.  The  eastern  extremity  is  the  Great  Menan 
Island,  on  the  coast  of  Maine,  and  the  western  ex- 
tremity is  Cape  Flattery,  north  pf  Columbia  River3  P^^  ' 
the  Pacific  Ocean.  Their  gr^test  ei^tent  from  mordbi 
to  south  is  1,700  miles,  and  from  east  to  west2,70Q« 
Their  surface  covers  more  than  3,500,000  squnTie  mile^^ 
w  i^6oD,ooo,ooo  acres ;  and  their  popnlfttiojft  b  tm 
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fDilIions^  or  about  four  persons  to  every  square  mile. 
The  following  table  shows  the  population  and  surface 
of  some  of  the  most  important  parts  of  the  world ; 
namely^  in  round  numbers,  which  is  sufficient  for  our 
present  purpose,  to  point  out  the  proportion  of  territory 
and  people  between  the  United  States  and  other  sove- 
reignties. 


states  iB  1817. 


Popolatioo. 


All  Russia 

Italy. 

France 

Austria 

Turkey 

British  Isles 

Spain 

Prussia 

Sweden  and  Norway   .  . 

Denmark 

United  Netherlands  .  .  . 

Switzerland 

Portugal 

China 

United  States  N.  America 


Total 


.  . 


52,000,0003 
20,000,000 
29,000,000 
26,000,000 

57,000,000 
20,000,006 

14,000,000 

ii,ooo;ooo 

4,500,000 
800,000 

6,000,000 

2,200,000 

2,300,000 

200,000,600 

10,000,000 


43  5,800,000  9,687,000 


Square   Ifilei. 


,650,000 

100,000 

250,000 

280,000 

940,000 

100,000 

1 50,000 

96,000 

270,000 

60,000 

47,000 

16,000 

28,000 

1,200,000 

2,500,000 


So  that  the  United  States  have  the  largest  home  ter- 
ritory of  all  the  nations  in  the  world,  except  Russia. ; 
and  their  population  is  gaining  fast  upon  that  of  all  the 
European  powers.  China  is  laid  out  of  the  question^ 
because  she  is  barbarous,  helpless,  and  effete;  she  can 
never  contend  for  the  sovereignty  or  controlling  in- 
fluence of  the  world ;  that  question  must  be  decided 
hereafter,  between  America  and  the  first-rate  poten- 
tates of  Europe.    Britain  possesses  a  hundred  andjifty 
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millions  of  subjects  in  her  colonial  empire^  and  covers  a 
dominion  equal  to  nearly  one-^th  of  the  whole  surface 
of  the  globe;  but  her  main  strength  must  always  de- 
dend  upon  the  resources,  intelligence,  spirit,  and  cha- 
racter of  her  native  population  in  the  British  Isles.  If 
these  fail,  her  colonial  empire  will  be  soon  dissipated 
into  thin  air.  The  following  table  shows  the  gross 
population  and  surface  of  the  four  quarters  of  the 
world.  I 


Qaarten  of  the  World. 

Papulation. 

All  Asia  • 

Africa •.•... 

660,000,000 

150,000,000 

Europe  .......... 

Amenca 

200,000,000 
40,000,000 

Total  .  . 

990,000,000 

Square  Miles. 


11,000,000 

9,000,000 
2,700,000 

1 8,000,000 


40,700,000 


The  following  tables  show  how  fast  the  people  in- 
crease in  an  extensive  country,  under  the  auspices  of 
free  and  popular  institutions.  In  the  year  1 749,  the 
whole  white  population  of  the  North  American  colonies, 
now  the  United  States,  anaounted  only  to  1,046,000 
souls,  in  the  following  proportions,  as  to  the  respective 
•olonies,  now  states : 


New-Hampshire  -  -  -  -  30,000 
Massachusetts  -  -  -  -  -  220,000 
Rhode-Island  -----  35,000 
Connecticut  ------  100,000 

New-York 100,000 

New-Jersey        -    -    •     -     -     6o,000 
Pennsylvania  and  Delaware     -  250,000 
Maryland      -     -     -     -     -     -     85,000 

Virginia  -------     85,000 

North-Carolina  -     -     -     -     -     45,000 

Georgia    -------      6,000 
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States. 


Square 
Milei. 


Vermont 

New  Hampshire 

Maine  % 

Massachusetts  {  ••••-. 

Rhode-Island 

Connecticut  ........ 

New-York 

New-Jersey 

PennsyWania 

Delaware • . . 

Maryland 

Virginia         ? 

Kentucky     * 

North  Carolina. 

South  Carolina 

Georgia 

Western  Territories  .. 
Kstrict  of  Columbia.. 
Tennessee  «••••«••.. 
Ohio 

I«ouisiana  •  •  •  •  • 

Ii»diana  . . . .  • 

Mississippi 

Illinois  Territory  . . . . 

Michigan  do. 

Missouri  do.  ••••••• 


POPtitfjitioif. 


IT90. 


1800., 


10,000 

9,800 

31,750 

8,500 

1,700 

4,500 

54,000 

C,500 

^8,700 

1,800 

14,000 

75,000 

525OOO 

40,000 

33,700 

64,000 


Total.. 


100 
63,000 
45,000 
49,000 

38,OOo 
55,000 
66^000 
47,500 
1,987,000 


2,814,550 


85,5^9 
141^885 

96,540 
378,787 

68,825 
237,946 
340,120 
184,139 
434,373 

59,094 
319,728 
747,610 

73,677 
393,751 
240^073 

82,548 

35,691 


154,465 
183,858 
151,719 
422,846 

69,122 
251,092 
586,050 
211,149 
602,545 

64,273 
349,692 
886,149 
220,959 
478,105 
345,591 
162,685 

45,365 

14,093 
105,602 


ISIT. 


5,641 


296,450 
302,733 
318,647 
564,39t 
98,72rl 
349,568 

1,486,739 
345, 8tt 
986,494 
108,334 
602,710 

1,347,496 
683,7'5S 
701,224 
664,785 
408,667 


37,89t 

489,624 

394,7W 
108,923 

86,734 

104,650 

39,000 

9,743 

*S,794 


3,929,336  5, 303, 666|  1 0,405, 547 


What  the  national  capacities  of  the  State  of  New- 
York  are,  may  be  inferred,  not  only  fronl  hep  territo- 
rial extent,  which  is  ten  thousand  square  miles  larger 
than  aH  England  and  Wales  taken  together,  but  dsd 
'^otti  the  fact,  that  she  has  already,  in  ISl?^  outstripped 
cvdiy  other  State  in  the  Union,  in  the  number  of  her 
population ;  although,  at  the  close  of  the  revolutionaiy 
warm  1783,  she  did  not  contain  half  the  number  cf 
iwols  whicfh  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania, 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  respectively  possessed.     The 
foHowing  facts  will  show  how  rapid  has  been  the  growth 
of  some  particular  places  in  the  United  States.    In  the 
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year  1783,  the  population  of  the  city  of  New-York 
was  only  26,000 ;  in  the  year  1790,  33,000  ;  in  1800, 
60,4395  in  1810,  93)914;  in  I8I7,  122,000;  thus 
multiplying  four  times  in  thirty-four  years.  Its  har- 
bour, formed  by  the  union  of  the  Hudson  with  the 
strait  of  the  Sound,  called  East  river,  makes  a  road- 
^cead  capable  of  containing  all  the  navies  of  the  world. 
Its  commerce  far  surpasses  that  of  any  other  city  in  the 
Union,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years  will  be  second 
only  to  that  of  London.  It  imports  most  of  the  goods 
coiisumed  between  the  Raritan  and  the  Connecticut,  a 
coast  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles,  and  between 
the  Atlantic  ocean  and  the  lakes,  a  range  of  four  hun- 
dred miles.  In  the  year  I8I6,  the  foreign  imports 
into  the  city  exceeded  fifty-six  millions  of  dollars. 

Fifty  years  since,  no  such  place  as  Baltimore  existed ; 
aiid  now  it  is  a  cit^,  abounding  in  commerce,  wealth, 
and  splendour,  and  contains  a  population  of  nearly  sixty 
thousand  souls. 

In  the  year  1770i  there  was  not  a  single  white  in- 
habitant in  all  Kentucky ;  in  179O,  there  were  ^3fi^^ 
souls;  in  1800,  220,960;  and  now,  in  I8I7,  nearly 
700,0©0.  In  1783,  the  city  of  New-Orleans  was  in- 
habited by  a  few  miserable  Spaniards,  who  carried  on  a 
small  smuggling  trade.  Now,  in  1817)  it  numbers 
nearly  40,000  inhabitants :  and  its  exports,  during  the 
last  year,  exceeded  those  of  all  the  New-England  States 
taken  together :  the  steam-bouts  have  been  found  able 
to  stem  the  current  of  the  Mississippi ;  and  hence- 
forth, the  struggle  to  engross  the  foreign  trade  of  the 
whole  western  country  will  be  between  New-Orleans, 
New-York,  Montreal,  and  Philadelphia.  The  diffi- 
culty of  ascending  the  Mississippi,  had  until  the  experi- 
ment of  the  steam-boats,  prevented  New-Orleans  from 
supplying  the  western  States  with  foreign  merchandise, 
which  was  purchased  cheaper  in  New-York  or  Phila- 
delphia, and  carried  by  land  to  Pittsburgh,  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Monongahela  and  Alleghany  rivers,  and 
thence  down  the  Ohio^  to  the  various  settlements  on 
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its  banks,  than  it  could  be  tranvported  up  the  Missis' 
nppi  and  the  Ohio.  The  chief  part  of  this  imlnense 
and  rapidly  augmenting  commerce  will  fall,  of  course, 
to  that  place  which  can  supply  foreign  goods  sit  the 
lowest  rate ;  the  difference  of  price  depending  chiefly 
on  the  expense  of  internal  transportation.  At  present, 
Montreal  seems  to  have  the  advantage  over  her  rivals. 
The  single  portage,  at  the  falls  of  Niagara  excepted, 
there  is  a  free  navigation  for  vessels  from  Montreal  to 
Lake  Erie,  and  the  vast  extent  of  waters  beyond ;  un« 
less,  indeed,  the  canal^  to  be  opened  between  Lake 
'£rie  aqd  the  Hudson,  may  succeed  in  diverting  th« 
trade  of  the  western  country  from  Montreal  to  rfew« 
York. 

The  population  of  New-Orleans  is  rapidly  increasing^ 
by  emigrations  from  all  the  other  States  in  the  Union^ 
and  from  almost  eveiy  country  in  Europe,  The  exports 
of  Louisiana  already  exceea  those  of  all  the  NeW- 
£ngland  States.  Nearly  four  hundred  sea  vessels  arw 
rive  and  depart  annually.  And  about  one  thousand 
vessds,  of  all  denominations,  departed  during  the  year 
181 6,  from  the  Bayou  St.  John,  a  port  of  delivery  in 
the  Mississippi  district,  and  were  employed  in  carrying 
the  produce  of  the  Floridas,  belonging  to  the  United 
States*  Six  hundred  flat-bottomed  boats,  and  three 
hundred  barges  brought  down,  last  year^  to  New-Or- 
leans, produce  from  the  Western  States  and  Territo- 
ries. Ten  millions  of  pounds  of  sugar  are  made  on  the 
Mississippi  alone.  And  twenty  thousand  bales  of  cot- 
ton are  exported  annually. 

If  the  population  of  the  United  States  shall  increase 
for  the  next  twenty-five  years  in  thfe  same  ratio  that  it 
has  increased  during  the  last  twenty-five  years,  what 
European  country,  single-haneled,  will  be  able  to  com- 
pete with  them,  on  the  land  or  on  the  ocean?  or  what 
European  power  will  be  able  to  preserve  its  American 
colonies,,  whether  in  the  West-Indies  or  on  the  conti- 
nent, from  their  grasp?  And  why  the  populatiou 
should  not  increase  as  rapidly,  in  time  to  come,  as  in 
die  past  periods^  it  is  diflicult  to  prove;  for  the  ea^tent 

c  ^ 
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of  fertile  territory,  yet  uncleared,  is  immense;  and  any 
one,  in  any  vocation,  manual  or  mechanical,  may,  by 
hon^t  industry  .and  ordinary  prudence,  acquire  an  in- 
dependent provision  for  himself  and  family;  so  high  are 
the  wages  of  labour,  averaging,  at  least,  double  the 
rate  in  England,  and  quadruple  &at  in  France;  so  com?- 
paratively  scanty  the  population;  so  great  the  demand 
for  all  kinds  of  work ;  so  vast  the  quantity,  and  so  low 
the  price  of  land;  so  light  the  taxes;  so  little  burden- 
some the  public  expenchture  and  debt. 

The  recent  convtllsions  and  distresses  of  Europe 
haye,  during  the  last  two  or  three  years,  thrown  a 
more  than  usual  quantity  of  foreign  emigrants  into  the 
United  States. 

For  the  rapid  increase  of  population,  however,  thisj 
country  is  much  less  indebted  to  foreign  emigratipn  than 
is  genej-ally  beheved.  The  number  of  emigrants  fromi 
other  countries,  into  the  Union,  has  not  averaged  more 
thsLiilfive  thousand  annually,  during  the  twenty-five 
years  preceding  the  peace  of  Europe  in  1815;  and  full 
naif  that  nunaber  have,  during  the  same  period,  migrated 
irpm  the  United  States,  partly  into  Upper  Canada,  and 
partly  as  seafaring  adventurers,  all  over  the  world. 
The  proof  that  this  country  owes  the  rapid  increase  of 
its  population  chiefly  to  its  own  exertions  in  that  univer- 
sal domestic  manufactory,  the  production  of  children, 
lies  in  the  fact,  that  the  average  births  are  to  the  deaths, 
throughout  the  whole  United  States,  as  100  to  48;  in 
the  healthiest  parts,  as  New-England  and  the  Middle 
States,  as  100  to  44; — in  the  least  healthy,  namely, 
the  two  Carolinas  and  Georgia,  as  100  to  52.— The  an- 
nual deathjs  average,  throughout  the  United  States, 
one  in  forty;  in  the  healthiest  districts,  one  in  fifty-six; 
in  the  most  unhealthy,  one  in  thirty-five.  There  die, 
annually,  in  all  Europe,  in  great  cities,  one  in  twenty- 
three;  in  moderately-sized  towns,  one  in  twenty-eight; 
ia  the  country,  one  in  thirty-five;  and  in  the  most 
healthy  parts,  one  in  fifty-five. 

The  aggregate  salubrity  of  the  United  States  suiv 
passes  Uiat  pf  Europe;  the  males  are^  generally,  active. 
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Tobust^  muscular^  and  powerful^  cs^abl^  of  great  exer^ 
Hon  and  endurance;  the  females  di^lliy  a  iSne  symme^ 
try  of  person^  liydy  and  interesting  countiriaiaioes^  franlt 
and  engaging  manners.  Neitiher  the  men  nor  the  wo- 
men exhibit  such  ruddy  complexions  as^  the  British^ 
Dutch^  Swedes^  Danes^  Russians^  Norwegians^  and  ihm 
northern  Europeans  generally.  The  Americans  ave- 
rage a  longer-  life  than  the  people  in  Europe ;  where 
only  three,  out  of  every  thousand  births,  reach  the  ages 
of  eighty  to  ninety  years;  whereas^  in  the  United 
States,  the  proportion  is  ^ve  to  every  thousand. 

The  population  of  the  whole  United  States  has; 
hitherto,  doubled  itself  in  rather  less  than  twenty-Jive 
years.  The  New-England  States,  of  course,  Ao  not 
retain  their  proportion  of  this  increase,  because  large 
bodies  of  their  people  migrate  annually  to  the  western 
country;  which,  in  consequence,  has  increased  much 
faster  than  do  the  States  on  the  seaboard.  Kentucky, 
for  example,  has  increased  eighty  per  cent,  in  ten 
years ;  Tennessee,  ninety-  five ;  Ohio,  one  hundred  and 
eighty;  Louisiana,  one  hundred  and  fifty;  Indiana^ 
eight  hundred;  Mississippi  Territory,  one  hundred  and 
sixty;  Illinois  Territory,  seven  hundred;  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory, six  hundred;  and  Michigan  Territory,  six  bun- 
dyed; — while,  of  all  the  Atlantic  States,  the  greatest 
increase  is  only  forty-four  per  cent,  the  population 
growth  of  New-York ;  and  the  least  is  twenty  per 
cent,  that  of  Virginia.  So  that,  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  the  States  will  range,  if  the  future  be  like  the 
past,  as  to  their  aggregate  population  in  the  following 
order;  New- York,  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Kentucky, 
Ohio,  North-Carolina,  Massachusetts,  South-Carolina, 
Tennessee,  Maryland,  Georgia,  New-J^^ey,  Connecti- 
cut, Vermont,  Louisiana,  New-Hampshire,  Indianai, 
Missouri,  Mississippi,  Illinois,  Delaware,  and  Rhode- 
Island. 

Although  the  Western  Countiy  draws  off  lar^ 
migrations  from  the  Atlantic  States^  particularly  ft^rkk 
NeW'-Englahd,  yet  the  annually-incr^sing  sui^lus  of 
population  iii  those  States  has  become  so  great,  that 
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thqr  wifi  not  very  densibly  feel  the  drain ;  because  the 
ivhole  of  the  annual  increase  will  never  migrate  in  any 

B'ven  year,  until  the  older  States  shall  be  overstocked, 
[assachusetts  proper,  Connecticut,  and  Rhode-Island, 
appear  to  be  approximating  to  that  point ;  for  their  po- 
pulation averages  a  very  slow  increase ;  and  they  fur* 
nish^  yearly,  great  numbers  of  recruits  to  the  Western 
Country.  As  long  as  the  Federal  Union  lasts,  every 
succeeding  year  will  diminish  the  relative  importance 
of  New-£}ngland  in  the  American  commonwealth,  by 
rendering  her  population  and  resources  less  and  less 
proportionate  to  those  of  the  Western  States,  whose 
preponderance  in  the  national  councils  is  already  begun 
to  be  felt.  Supposing,  however,  that  the  national 
councils  shall  be  directed  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole 
United  States,  and  not,  exclusively,  or  too  abundantly, 
for  the  local  interests  of  some  particular  districts,  then 
no  injury  can  accrue  to  the  older  States,  on  account  of 
their  annual  migrations  to  the  west :  because,  by  aug* 
menting  the  population  and  resources  of  the  Union  at 
large,  they  do,  m  fact^  augment  their  own  strength,  as 
an  integral  part  of  that  Union.  If  otherwise,  indeed,- — 
but  it  is  not  pleasant  to  indulge  in  ill-omened  anticipa-- 
ti<His  —  sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof. 

The  migrations  to  the  west,  at  present,  are  supposed 
to  average  one-third  of  the  annual  increase  of  the  older 
States ;  to  this,  add  the  importation  of  foreigners  from 
£^urope,  and  the  growth  of  their  own  native  stock  of 
population,  in  an  extensive  country,  a  fertile  soil,  and 
a  favourable  climate,  and  it  requires  no  great  skill  iii 
^political  arithmetic  to  calculate  how  soon  the  Western 
States  will  outweigh  all  the  rest  of  the  Union  in  the 
general  government,  by  the  mere  force  of  a  more 
numerous  people.  An  overstock  of  inhabitants  must 
always  be  measured  by  the  habits  and  manners  pre- 
valent in  any  given  country.  In  the  earlier  stages  of  bar- 
baious  life,  for  inst^uice,  suph  as  our  aboriginal  Indians 
pursue,  oiie  blunter  for  every  square  mile  is  considered 
by  them  a  full  stock ;  and  when  there  is  more  thar\.  this 
proportion>  tliey,  sax>  *^  it  is  time  for  our  young  men  to 
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go  to  war,  or  we  shall  starve.*"    Hence  arises  their  mer* 
dless  modeof  fighting,  and  extermination  after  conquest, 
80  cominon  to  sdl  savi^  hostilities.     In  the  next,  or 
pastoral  state  of  human  society,  an  increase,  at  the  rate 
of  three  or  Jimr  to  each  square  mile,  takes  place ;  as  is 
s^en  in  Arabia,  and  other  parts  of  Africa,  and  in  Asia* 
In  the  more  advanced  stages  of  social  life,  in  countries 
where  agriculture  and  commerce  prevail,  the  rate  of 
population  varies  from  three  to  three  hundred  for  each 
square  mile  of  territoiy,  according  to  the  different  de- 
grees of  advancement  in  the  arts  of  civilization,  and 
commercial,  horticultural,  agricultural,  mechanical,  and 
scientific  pursuits.   In  the  most  populous  parts  of  China, 
there  are  upwards  of  three  hundred  persons  to  each 
square  mile;    in  England,   Ireland,   the  Netherlands, 
and  Italy,  the  average  is  two  hundred;  in  France,  one 
hundred  and  fifty;  in  Scotland,  seventy;  in  Massa^ 
chusetts,   Rhode-Island,    and  Connecticut,   fifty-^two; 
New- York,  twenty;  Virginia,  fifteen;  the  whole  United 
States,  four. 

-  It  is  a  fact  worthy  of  observation,  that  in  the  State 
of  Virginia  there  appear  to  be  three  distinct  races  of 
people;  those  on  the  seaboard,  up  to  the  head  of  the 
tidewater,  are  a  sickly,  indolent,  feeble  tribe;  from 
the  head  of  the  tidewater  to  the  base  of  the  Blue-ridge 
the  soil  is  inhabited  by  as  fine,  robust,  athletic,  power- 
ful a  body  of  men  as  may  be  found  in  the  world ;  on 
the  ridge  of  the  Blue-mountains  the  population  is  less 
in  stature,  but  extremely  active,  hardy,  strong,  and 
enterprising. 

The  rapid  increase  of  a  healthy  and  vigorous  popu- 
lation implies  a  flourishing  state  of  agriculture;  and, 
accordingly,  the  United  States,  during  the  last  twenty, 
years,  except  1808  (the  embargo  year),  and  1814,  in, 
addition  to  maintaining  their  own  fast-growing  popula- 
tion, have,  on  an  average,  exported  one-fourth  of  their 
agricultural  produce.     For  the  tables,  showing  these> 
exports,  from  the  year  1791  to  I8I6,  both  inclusive, 
the  reader  is  referred  to  Mr.  Pitkin*s  Statistical  View 
of  the  United  States.    Agriculture,  as  a  science,  is  im« 


34  ivmsM^AL .  hulvUgatiov. 

moymg  rapidtyj;  andi  agricultural  societies  are  esta^ 
plished  in.  Massachusetts^  New^  York,  Pennsylvania,  and- 
some  other  States,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
modes  of  tillage,  pasture,  and  grazing,  best  adapted  to. 
the  different  districts  of  the  Union.  The  chief  articles  of 
agricultural  export  are  wheat,  flour,  rice,  Indian  com, 
rye,  beans,  peas,  potatoes,  beef,  tallow,  hides,  butter, 
dieese,  pork,  &c.  horses,  mules,  sheep,  tobacco,  cotton, 
indigo,  flax-seed,  wax,  &c.  &c. — ^The  following  state- 
ment shows  the  value  of  agricultural  exports,  consti- 
tuting vegetable  food,  in  particular  years,  namely : 

In  1802,  jg^l  2,790,000;  1803,  *  14,080,000;  180/, 
s8'14,432,000;  1808,^2,550,000;  1811,*20,391,00O; 
1814,  *2,179,000;  1815,  *11,234,000;  16l6, 
^13,M0,000. 

The  United  States  far  surpass  Europe  in  navigable 
capacities ;  their  rivers  are  more  numerous,  more  ca- 
pacious, and  navigable  a  greater  distance.  The  Hud- 
son, or  North  river,  that  ministers  to  the  convenience 
and  wealth  of  the  city  of  New- York,  and  is,  by  no 
means,  to  be  reckoned  among  the  largest  of  the  Ame- 
rican rivers,  is  navigable  for  sizeable  craft  nearly  two 
hundred  miles  from  the  Atlantic.  Some  notion  may 
be  formed  of  the  facilities  for  internal  navigation  in  this 
country,  by  casting  the  eye  over  a  map  of  the  United 
States,  and  tracing  the  course  of  some  of  the  principal 
riviers;  for  instance,  the  Missouri,  the  Arkansas,  the 
Red  River,  the  La  Plate,  the  Ohio,  the  Tennessee,  and, 
above  all,  the  Mississippi,  the  eastern  extremity  of 
whose  stream  is  the  headwater  of  the  Alleghany,  in 
Pennsylvania,  about  two  hundred  miles  northwest  of 
Philadelphia.  Its' western  extremity  is  the  headwater 
of  Jefferson  river,  about  550  miles  from  the  Pacific 
ocean;  making  a  distance  between  these  two  extreme 
pbitits  of  1700  miles,  in  a  straight  line.  Its  northern 
extremity  is  a  branch  of  the  Missouri,  about  570  miles 
west  by  north  of  the  Lake  of  the  Woods.  Its  southern 
extremity  is  the  south  pass  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
dbout  a  hundr^' miles  below  New-Orleans;  making  a 
distance^  between  its  extreme  north  and  south,  in  a 
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straight  tine;  df  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty 
miles*  So  thy t  this  river,  and  its  branches,  spread  over 
a  surface  of  about  fifteen  hundred  thousand  square  miles, 
traversing,  in  the  whole,  or  in  part,  the  following  States 
and  Territories  ;  namely,  the  Territories  of  Mississippi, 
Missouri,  North-west,  and  iflinois;  and  the  States  of  In- 
diana, Ohio,  New-York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia, the  two  Carolinas,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
and  Louisiana. 

Several  successful  eflbrts  have  been  made,  and  more 
are  now  in  progress  and  in  contemplation,  to  render 
the  vast  internal  navigation  of  the  United  States  still 
more  complete  by  the  help  of  canals.  On  this  subject 
much  valuable  information  may  be  derived  from  the 
able  and  luminous  report  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  when  Se^ 
cretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  public  roads  and  canals, 
sent  to  the  senate  on  the  second  of  March,  I807.  This 
Report,  the  substance  of  which  will  be  given  presently, 
recommends  to  the  general  government  to  form  canals, 
from  north  to  south,  along  the  Atlantic  sea-coast ;  to 
open  communications  between  the  Atlantic  and  western 
waters,  and  between  the  Atlantic  waters  and  those  of 
the  great  lakes,  and  river  St.  Lawrence  ;  and,  finally, 
to  make  interior  canals,  wherever  they  may  be  wanted, 
throughout  the  Union.  ,The  United  States  possess  a 
tidewater  inland  navigation,  secure  from  storms  and 
enemies,  reaching  from  Massachusetts  to  the  southern 
extremity  of  Georgia,  and  interrupted  only  by  four 
necks  of  land ;  nairiely,  the  isthmus  of  Barnstable,  in 
Massachusetts  ;  that  part  of  New  Jersey  which  extends^ 
from  the  Raritan  to  the  Delaware ;  the  peninsula  be- 
tween the  Delaware  and  the  Chesapeake  ;  and  the  low 
marshy  tract  which  divides  the  Chesapeake  from  Albe- 
marle St)und. 

It  is  needless  to  expatiate  on  the  utility  of  such  a 
range  of  internal  navigation,  whether  in  peace  or  war, 
to  quicken  the  pace,  and  multiply  the  products  of  eom- 
'.merce  r  to  augment  the  means,  and  magnify  the  re- 
sources both  of  offensive  and  defensive  warfare. 

Tbeinconyenie^^nces,  complaints ;  nay,  dangers^,  re 
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suiting  from  a  vnst  extent  of  territory,  cannot  he  radi-^ 
cally  removed  or  prevented,  except  by  opening  speedy 
and  easy  communications  through  all  its  parts.    Canals 
would  shorten  distances,  facilitate  commercial  and  per- 
sonal intercourse,  and  unite  by  a  still  more  intimate 
community  of  interests  the  most  remote  quarters  of  the 
United  Statfs.     No  other  single  operation  has  so  direct  > 
a  tendency  to  strengthen  and  perpetuate  that  Federal 
Union,  which  secures  external  independence,  domestic, 
peace,  and  internal  liberty  to  the  many  millions  of  free- 
men that  are  spread  over  an  area  of  territory  larger  than^ 
the  surface  of  all  Europe. 

Impressed  with  the  weight  of  these  truths,  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  Senate,  in  Congress  assembled, 
in  February,  1 8 1 7,  passed  a  bill,  appropriating  a  fund 
/or  internal  improvement;    the  principal  features  of 
which  were  to  perfect  the  communication  from  Maine 
to  Louisiana  ;  to  connect  the  Lakes  with  the  Hudson 
river;  to  connect  all  the  great  commercial  points  on  the 
Atlantic,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  Rich- 
mond, Charlestown,  and  Savannah,  with  the  Western 
States,   and  complete  the  intercourse  between  the  west 
and  New-Orleans.  On  the  third  of  March,  Mr.  Madison 
withheld  his  signature,  on  account  of  his  scruples,  that 
the  Federal  Constitution  had  not  given  to  Congress  any 
power  to  make  internal  improvements  in  the  United 
otates ;  and  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  message  to  Congress 
on  the  second  of  December,  1 8 1 7,  after  expatiating  on 
the  benefit  of  canals  and  roads,  declares  it  to  be  hia 
settled  opinion  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  make  any 
such  internal  improvement;  and  advises  an  amendment 
to  the  Federal  Constitution,  that  shall  give  such  a  power. 
But  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
this  part  of  the  President's  Message,'  reported,  on  the 
fifteenth  of  December,  ISiy?  that  Congress  has  power: 
First.     To  lay  out,  construct,  and  improve  post-roads 
through  the  several  States,  with  the  assent  of  the  respec-  - 
tive  States,     Secondly;     To  open,  construct,  and  im- 
prove military  roads,  through  the  several  States,  with 
the  assent  pf  tlae  respective  States.     Thirdly.    To  cut 
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^mab  thfx>iigh  the  several  States,  with  their  assent,  for 
promoting  auod  giving  security  to  internal  commerce, 
and  for  the  more  safe  and  economical  transportation  of 
military  stores  in  time  of  wari  leaving,  in  all  these  cases, 
the  jurisdictional  right  over  the  soil  in  the  respective 
States. 

If  the  general  government  cannot  ^id  the  internal  na- 
i^tion  of  the  Union,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  State  go- 
vernments to  accomplish  that  important  object  at  a  com- 
paratively small  expense.  For  less  than  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  a  sloop  navigation  might  be  opened 
between  Buffaloe  and  the  Fond  du  Lac,  a  distance  of 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  miles ;  the  only  interrup- 
tion being  the  Rapids  of  St.  Mary,  between  lakes  Huron 
tmd  Superior.  The  Ohio,  by  one  of  its  branches,  French 
Creek,  approaches,  with  a  navigation  for  boats,  to  within 
seven  miles  of  Lake  Erie;  by  the  Connewango,  to  within 
nine;  by  the  Muskingum  to  the  source  of  the  Cuyahoga. 
The  Wabash  mingles  its  waters  with  those  of  the  Miami 
of  the  Lakes;  and  the  waters  of  the  Illinois  interweave 
their  streams  with  those  of  Lake  Michigan,  whence  to 
St.  Louis  boats  pass  without  meeting  with  a  single 
portage. 

The  Apalachian  Mountains  extend  west  of  south  from 
the  forty  second  to  the  thirty-fourth  degree  of  north  lati- 
tude, approaching  the  sea,  and  washed  by  the  tide,  in  the 
State  of  New- York;  and  thence,  in  their  southerly  course, 
gradually  receding  from  the  sea-shore.  In  breadth  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  they  present  a  succession 
of  parallel  ridges,  following  nearly  the  direction  of  the  sea- 
coast,  irregularly  intersected  by  rivers,  and  divided  by 
narrow  valleys.  The  ridge,  called  Alleghany,  which  di- 
vides the  Atlantic  rivers  from  the  western  waters,  pre- 
serves throughout  a  nearly  equal  distance  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fitly  miles  from  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  a 
nearly  uniform  elevation  of  three  thousand  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea.  These  momitains  consist  of  two 
principal  chains,  between  which  lies  the  fertile  lime- 
stone valley,  that,  although  occasionally  interrupted  by 
transversal  ridgesj  and,  in  one  place,  by  the  dividing  or 
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Alleghany  ridge,  reaches  from  Newburgh  and  Esoptur, 
on  the  Hudson  river,  to  Knoxville,  on  the  Tennessee^. 
The  eastern  and  narrowest  chain  is  the  Blue  Ridge  of 
Virginia,  which,  in  its  north-east  course,  traverses^  under*' 
various  names,  the  States  of  Maryland,  Pennsylvania, 
and  New-Jersey,  forms  the  Highlands,  broken  at  West- 
point  by  the  tide  of  the  Hudson,  and  then  uniting  with 
the  Green  Mountains,  assumes  a  northerly  direction, 
and  divides  the  waters  of  the  Hudson  and  Lake  Cham-^ 
plain  from  those  of  Connecticut  river. 

On  the  borders  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  the 
Blue  Ridge  is  united  by  an  inferior  mountain  with  the 
great  western  chain,  and  thence,  to  its  southern  extre- 
mity, becomes  the  principal  or  dividing  mountain,  dis- 
charging eastward  the  rivers  Roanoke,  Pedee,  Santee, 
and  Savannah,  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean;  southward,  tBe 
Chatahouchee,  and  the  Alabama,  into  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico ;  and  westward,  the  New  River,  and  the  Tjeti* 
nessee.  The  New  River,  taking  a  course  northward^ 
breaks  through  all  the  ridges  of  the  great  western  chain:; 
and,  a  little  beyond  it  unites,  under  the  name  of  Kan- 
hawa,  with  the  Ohio.  The  Tennessee  at  first  runs  south- 
west between  the  two  chains,  until  having,  in  a  course 
westward,  turned  the  southern  extremity  of  the  great 
western  chain,  it  takes  a  direction  northward,  and  joins 
Its  waters  with  those  of  the  Ohio,  a  few  miles  above 
its  confluence  with  the  Mississippi.  The  western  chain^ 
much  broader  and  more  elevated,  bears  the  names  of 
Cumberland  and  Gauly  mountains,  from  its  southern 
extremity,  near  the  great  bend  of  the  Tennessee  river, 
until  it  becomes,  in  Virginia,  the  principal  or  dividing 
mountain.  Thence,  in  its  northerly  course,  towards  the 
State  of  New-York,  it  discharges  westward  the  Green 
Brier  river,  which,  by  its  junction  with  the  New  Rivei^ 
forms  the  Kanhawa,  and  the  rivers  Monongahela  and 
Alleghany,  which,  from  their  confluence  at  Pittsburgh^ 
assume  tne  name  of  Ohio*  Eastward,  it  pours  intx)  the 
Atlantic  Ocean,  James  River,  the  Pototnac,  and  the 
Susquehannah.  From  the  northernmost  and  less  ele- 
vated spurs  of  the  chain>  the  Genftssee  flows  into  'tfie 
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lake  Ontario;  and  in  that  quarter  the  northern  branches 
of  the  Susquehannah  appear  to  take  their  source^  from 
mnong  inferior  ridges;    and,    in  their  course  to  the 
Chesapeake,  to  break  through  all  the  mountains.   From 
^e  Susquehannah,  the  principal  chain  runs  more  cast^ 
ward,  and  washed  on  the  north  by  the  lateral  valley  of 
the  river  Mohawk,  terminates,  imder  the  name  of  Cats- 
kill  Mountain,  in  view  of  the  tidewater  of  the  Hudson. 
It  is  evident  that  a  canal  navigation  cannot  be  carried 
across  these  mountains.  The  most  elevated  lock  canal  in 
the  world  is  thatof  Languedock;  and  the  highest  ground 
over  which  it  is  carried  is  only  six  hundred  feet  above 
die  sea.     England,  with  all  her  means  and  appliances, 
has  never  yet  completed  a  canal  of  an  elevation  exceed*- 
ing  five  hundred  feet  above  the  waters  united  by  it.  The 
Alleghany  Mountain,  generally,  is  three  thousand  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea.     The  impracticability  arises 
from  the  principle  of  lock  navigation,  which,  in  order  to 
eflbct  the  ascent,  requires  a  greater  supply  of  water  in 
*  pn^Kirtion  to  the  height  to  be  ascended,  whilst  the  sup- 
ffy  of  water  becomes  less  in  the  same  proportion.  Nor 
does  the  chain  o^^mountains,  through  the  whole  extent 
where  it  divides  the  Atlantic  from  the  western  rivers, 
afford  a  single  pohd,"1ake,  or  natural  reservoir.     Indeed, 
except   in  the  swamps  along  the  southern  sea-coast, 
no  lake  is  to  be  founa  in  the  United  States  south  of 
£[>rty-one  degrees  of  north  latitude;  and  almost  every 
nwet,  north  of  forty-two  degrees,  issues  from  a  lake  or 
pond.     The  works  necessary,  therefore,  to  facilitate  the 
communications  from  the  sea-ports  across  the  moun* 
tains  to  the  western  waters,  must  consist  either  of  arti- 
ficial roads,  extending  the  whole  way  from  tidewater  to 
the  nearest  and  most  convenient  navigable  western  wa- 
ters, or  of  improvements  in  the  navigation  of  the  leading 
Atlantic  rivers  to  the  highest  practicable  points,  con- 
nected by  artificial  roads  across  the  mountains,  with  the 
nearest  points  from  which  a  permanent  navigation  can 
.  be  relied  on,  down  the  western  rivers. 

•The  undertaking  may  be  accomplished,  by  marking 
Ibttf  artificial  roads  frcmi  the  four  great  western  rivers, 
tbe  ' Alkjgfaany^'  Monongahela>  Kanhawa,  and  Tennea^ 
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tee^  to  the  nearest  corresponding  Atlantic  rivers,  the 
Susquebannah,  or  Juniata,  the  Potomac,  James  river, 
and  either  the  Santee  or  Savannah,  and  continuing  the 
roads  eastward  to  the  nearest  sea^ports.  To  which  add 
the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  four  Atlantic 
rivers,  from  the  tidewater  to  the  highest  practicable 
point  effected,  principally  by  canals  roimd  the  falls,  and 
by  locks,  when  necessary;  and  particularly  a  canal  at  the 
Falls  of  Ohio.  And  although  a  canal  navigation,  uniting 
the  Atlantic  and  western  waters  in  a  direct  course  across 
the  mountains,  is  not  practicable,  yet  the  mountains 
may  be  turned,  either  on  tlie  north,  by  means  of  the 
Mohawk  valley  and  Lake  Ontario,  or  on  the  south, 
through  Georgia  and  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

The  country  lying  between  the  sources  of  the  rivers 
Chatahouchee  and  Mobile  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  is 
an  inclined  plane,  regularly  descending  towards  the 
tea ;  and,  by  following  the  proper  levels,  it  presents  no 
natural  obstacles  to  opening  a  canal,  fed  by  the  waters 
of  the  Mobile  and  Chatahouchee^  and  extending  from 
the  tidewater  on  the  coast  of  Georgia  to  the  Mississippi. 
The  distance  in  a  direct  line  is  about  five  hundred  and 
fifly  miles  ;  and  the  design,  if  accomplished,  would  dis* 
charge  th^  Mississippi  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  An 
inland  navigation,  even  for  open  boats,  already  exists 
from  New-Orleans  by  the  Canal  Carondelet  to  Lake 
Pontchartrain ;  thence,  between  the  coast  and  the  adja- 
cent islands,  to  the  Bay  of  Mobile,  and  up  its  two  prin- 
cipal rivers,  the  Alabama  and  the  Tombigbee,  to  the 
head  of  the  tide  within  the  acknowledged  boundaries  of 
the  United  States. 

The  current  of  these  two  rivers  being  much  less 
rapid  than  that  of  the  Mississippi,  they  were  for  a  long 
time  contemplated,  particularly  the  Tombigbee,  as  af- 
fording a  better  commimication  to  the  ascending^  or 
returning  trade  from  New-Orleans  to  the  waters  of  thd 
Tennessee,  from  which  they  are  separated  by  short 
portages.  The  navigation  of  the  Kanhawa  and  the 
eastern  branches  of  the  Tennessee^  Monongahela,  and 
Alleghany,  in  their  course  through  the  mountains,  may 
be  easily  improved.     From  the  foot  of  the  mountains 
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all  those  rivers,  especially  the  Ohio,  flow  with  a  much 
gentler  current  than  the  Atlantic  rivers.  All  those 
rivers^  at  the  annual  melting  of  the  snows,  rise  to  the 
height  of  more  than  forty  feet,  affording  from  the  upper 
points,  to  which  they  are  navigable,  a  safe  navigation  to 
the  sea  for  an^y  ship  that  can  pass  over  the  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi.  And  numerous  vessels,  from 
one  to  four  hundred  tons  burden,  are  now  annually  built 
at  several  ship-yards  on  the  Ohio,  as  high  up  as  Pitts- 
burg, and  bringing  down  to  New-Orleans  the  produce 
of  the  upper  country  consumed  there,  carry  to  Europe 
and  the  Atlantic  ports  of  the  United  States  the  sugar^ 
the  cotton,  and  the  tobacco  of  the  States  of  Louisiana, 
Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Mississippi,  and  Indiana,  and  of 
the  Missouri  and  Alabama  Territories. 

Until  lately  the  exports  far  exceeded  the  imports  of 
New-Orleans;  such  were  the  labour,  time,  and  expense, 
necessary  to  ascend  the  rapid  stream  of  the  Mississippi^ 
the  nature  of  whose  banks,  annually  overflowed  on  a 
breadth  of  several  miles,  precludes  the  possibility  of 
towing  paths.  So  that  whilst  the  greater  part  of  the 
produce  of  the  immense  country  watered  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  its  tributary  streams,  was,  of  necessity, 
exported  through  the  channel  of  New-Orleans,  the  im- 
portations of  a  considerable  portion  of  that  country 
were  supplied  from  the  Atlantic  seaports  by  water  and 
land  communications.  But  now  steam-boats  carry  mer- 
chandise and  men  from  New-Orleans  up  to  the  Falls  of 
Louisville,  on  the  Ohio,  a  distance  of  seventeen  hun- 
dred miles.  Here  a  canal  might  be  made  for  half  a 
million  of  dollars.  At  present,  however,  there  is  a 
portage  of  less  than  two  miles  at  the  Ohio  falls,  whence 
steam-boats  ply  regularly  to  Pittsburgh,  a  distance  o^ 
aeven  hundred  miles ;  thus  ensuring  to  the  Western 
Country  and  its  great  outlet,  New-Orleans,  a  rapidity 
of  growth  in  wealth,  power,  and  population,  unexam- 

Eled  in  the  history  of  the  world.     It  is  to  be  noted, 
owever,  that  steam-boat  navigation  is  much  more  ex* 
pensive  than  that  by  sloops^  nearly  as  tw  to  one. 
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As  to  the  communications  between  the  Atlantic 
rivers  and  the  river  St.  Lawrence  and  the  great  lakes^ 
vessels  ascend  the  St.  Lawrence  from  the  sea  to  Mont- 
teal.  The  river  Sorrel  discharges  at  some  distance  be- 
low that  town  ,the  waters  of  Lake  George  and  Lake 
Champlain^  which  penetrate  southward  within  the 
United  States.  From  Montreal  to  Lake  Ontario  the  as- 
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cent  of  the  St.  Lawrence  is  two  hundred  feet.  From 
the  eastern  extremity  of  Lake  Ontario,  an  inland  navi- 
gation for  vessels  of  more  than  a  hundred  tons  burden 
is  continued  above  a  thousand  miles,  through  lakes  Erie, 
St.  Clair,  and  Huron,  to  the  western  and  southern  ex- 
tremities of  Lake  Michigan,  with  no  other  interruption 
than  the  falls  and  rapids  of  Niagara,  between  Lake  Erie 
and  Lake  Ontario.  Lake  Superior,  the  largest  of  those 
inland  seas,  communicates  with  the  northern  extremity 
of  Lake  Huron,  by  the  river  and  rapids  of  St.  Maiy's. 
Five  Atlantic  rivers  approach  the  waters  of  tte  St. 
Lawrence;  namely,  the  Penobscot,  Kennebeck,  Con- 
necticut, the  North,  or  Hudson  river,  and  the  Tioga 
branch  of  the  Susquehannah ;  which  last  river  mi^bi 
afford  a  useful  communication  with  the  rivers  Seneca 
and  Genessee,  that  empty  themselves  into  Lake  Onta-^ 
rio.  The  Susquehannah  is  the  only  Atlantic  river  whose 
sources  approach  both  the  western  waters  and  those  ot 
the  St.  Lawrence. 

The  three  eastern  rivers  afford  convenient  commu- 
nications with  the  Province  of  Lower  Canada,  but  not 
with  the  extensive  inland  navigation  which  penetrates 
ihrough  the  United  States,  withia  two  hundred  miles 
of  the  Mississippi.  The  North  river  is  a  narrow  and 
long  bay,  which,  in  its  course  frOm  the  harbour  of 
New-York,  breaks  through  or  turns  all  the  mountains^ 
affording  a  tide  navigation  for  vesi^els  of  eighty  tons  to 
Albany  and  Troy,  nearly  two  hundred  miles  above  New-. 
York.  In  this  particular  the  Ncwrth  river  differs  frook 
all  other  bays  and  rivers  in  the  United  States  ;-ihe  tide 
m  no  other  ascends  higher  than  the  granite  ridge,  or 
<H>me9  within  thirty  miles  of  the  Blue  Eidge,  or  eastern 
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chain  of  mountains.     In  the  North  river  it  breakf 
through  the  Blue  Ridge  at  West-Pointy  and  asc^oda 
above  the  eastern  termination  of  the  CatskiU^  or  neat, 
western  chain.    A  few  miles  above  Troy,  and  the  head . 
of  the  tide^  the  Hudson  from  the  North,  and  the 
Mohawk  from  the  west,  unite  their  waters,  and  form . 
the  NcMrth  river.     The  Hudson,  in  its  course,  ap- 
proaches the  waters  of  Lake  Champlain,  and  the  mth 
hawk  those  of  Lake  Ontario.  •  An  inland  navigation, 

S^ned  by  canals,  between  Lake  Champlain  and  the . 
orth  river,  would  divert  to  the  city  of  New-York  the 
trade  of  one-half  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  and  of  part 
of  the  State  of  New-York,  which  is  now  priftciiMjly 
carried  through  the  St.  Lawrence  and  Province  of  Ca* 
nada.     The  works  necessary  to  effect  water  communis  > 
cations  between  the  tide*water  of  the  North  riycr,^^e, 
St.  Lawrence,  and  all  Uie  lakes^  except  Lake  Superiprj, 
would  not  cost  more  than  .^ye  millions  of  dollars. 

The  principal  interior  <;an^,  which  haye  b^ien  al^^ 
ready  completed  in  the  IJnited  States,  .^re.^e  Middle-, 
sex  canal,  uxuting  the  waters  of  the  MerripiaQk  riyer 
with  the  harbour  of  Boatoi|i,  and  the  Canal  Caronddet,' 
extending  from  Bayou  $t  tTohn  to  the  fortifications  or, 
ditch  of  New-Orleans^  and  opening  an  inland  communi* 
cation  with  Lake  Pontchartrain«.      The  uniting  this 
canal  by  loqks  with  the  Mississippi,  would,  independ- 
ently of  other  advantages,  enable  the  general  govern- 
ment to  transport  with  facility  and  effect  the  same  naval 
force  for  the  defence  of  both  the  Mississippi  and  Lake 
Pontchartrain,  the  two  great  avenues  by  which  New- 
Orleans  may  be  approached  from  the  sea. 

On  the  17th  of  April,  I8I6,  and  15th April,  181 7,  the 
State  Legislature  of  New-York  passed  acts,  appropriat- 
ing funds  for  opening  navigable  communications  be- 
tween the  Lakes  Erie  and  Champlain  and  the  Atlantic 
Ocean,  by  means  of  canals  connected  with  the  Hudson 
mer«  This  magnificent  undertaking  is  already  begun^ 
and  promises,  to  make  effectual  progress  under  the 
.  auspices  of  (jrovemor  Clinton,  who  has  always  been  its 
zealous  promoter  and  patron.    If  ever  this  magnificent 
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project  ihaJl  be  accompKshed,  iind  a  communication  ae- 
tnally  opened,  by  canals  and  locks,  between  Lake  Erie 
and  the  navigable  waters  of  Hudson  s  river,  and  also 
between  Lake  Champlain  and  those  waters,  the  State 
of  New-York'  wiH  soon  become,  in  itself,  a.  powerful 
en(mire.  .  ' 

'  ITie  completion'  of  the  projected  canafe  would  secure 
to^the  people  of  the  United  States  the  entire  profits  of 
this  brancn  of  lioioie  conimerCe,  and  give  to  the  general 
gbverAtnent  the  security  and  influence  connected  with 
a  thickly  settled  frontier,  an4  a  decided  superiority  of 
shying  on  the  lakes. 

'Trie  State  6f  New-York  ought  never  to  rest  until  it 
hWlaccoliiplished  this  gi^t  object^  seeing  that  its  ae- 
ebxnplishment  will  speedily  multipW-  all  her.  resources  of 
tiSititoi^^  and  population.  This  State  contains  inex- 
haustible supplies  of  salt,  gypsum,' iron  ore;  and  a  va^t 
varietyof  other  valuable  materials  for  mamifacturing 
e^tablis^mi^ts.  Its  territory,  containing  upwards  of 
thirty' miflloni^  of  acres,  offers  to  agricultural  industry  a 
rfch  relvird/; ^  A  river  riavi^tion^  scarcely  paralleled 
ih  llife' world,  for  nearly  two.  nundred  miles,  without  in- 
terriiptlciti,  aiiH  terminating  6n  the  seaboard  at  a  port, 
capacious,  healthy,  and  easy  of  access,  at  all  seasons  of 
tlie  year ;  its  interior  bbundaiy  line  passing,  more  than 
hall  its  length,  through  the  waters  of  Erie,  Ontario,  and 
Champlain;  and  the  numerous  navigable  lakes  included 
within  its  limits,  aflbrd  the- highest  commercial  capa- 
bilities and  benefits.  But  the  remote  sections  of  the 
eastlern  and  western  districts  lie  neighbouring  to  the 
British  provinces,  and  ar®  washed  by  navigable  waters, 
which  flow  into  the  Atlantiiq  bcean  through  those  pro- 
vincies.  Facilitated  by  the  course  of  tKeir' streams,  and 
tlie  declivity  of  i^e\c '  country,  the  Americans  alreafdy 
contribute  largely  to  their  cominercel  And,  if  not  pre- 
vented, it  will  become  permailetri:,  and  number  among 
its  agents  all  those  who  live  beyond  the  highlands,  in 
vvhich  our  rivers,  running  to  the  north,  originate,  in-- 
eluding  what  is  now  the  ihofet  fertile,  and  what  wift 
f  6bri  be  the  most  populous,  part  of  the  State, 
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In  addition  to  recalling  to  the  market  of  New^York 
the  productions  of  its  own  aoil^  now  alienated  to  Cana* 
da,  the  construction  of  these  canals  would  draw  to  this 
State  the  trade  of  the  western  parts  of  Vermont>  of  a 
great  portion  of  Upper  Canada^  and  of  the  Northern 
half  of  all  that  vast  regicm  of  the  United  States  which 
lies  west  of  the  Alleghany  mountains.  The  coimtry 
south  of  the  ^eat  lakes  alone  includes  as  mamr  square 
miles  as  constitute  the  whole  home  territory  of  some  of 
the  first-rate  European  powers ;  and  is,  perhaps^  the 
most  fertile  part  of  the  ^lobe.  That  country  alreadjp 
contains  more  than  a  million  of  souls,  and  is  incre^sing^ 
in  its  population  with  a  rapidity  utterly  inconceivable 
by  the  inhabitants  of  the  old  and  fully  peopled  districts 
of  Europe.  iThe  increase  of  New-England  population, 
during  the  last  twenty  years,  has  averaged  six  per  cent, 
annusuly :  and  the  surplus  thousands  of  tliis  increase  are 
continually  migrating  to  the  west.  There  they  are 
joined  by  a  numerous  emigration  from  the  Middle  and 
Southern  States,  who,  together  with  them,  multiply  ^d 
thrive,  in  proportion  to  the  means  of  subsistence  pro^ 
duced  by  their  common  industry.  The  projected  canal* 
will  open  to  this  immense  and  rapidly  ^\i^]pp^ting  po-» 
pulation  a  cheaper,  safer,  and  more  expeditious  road  ta 
a  profitable  market,  than  they  can  possibly  find  in  any 
other  country;  and,  eventually,  render  the  city  of  New- 
York  th^  greatest  commercial  emporium  in  the  world. 

The  Vnited  States  then  exhibit  a  mighty  empire, 
covering  ^t  greater  extent  of  territory  than  all  Europe, 
and  held  together  by  twenty  separate  State  sovereign- 
ties, watching  over  and  regulating,' in  their  ^xecu.tivej^ 
legislative,  and  judicial  departments,  all  its  ni^^.^pal 
and  local  interests ;  with  a  Fedieral  head,  ^  g^ n^ral 
government,  preserving  and  directing  all  its  ^tional 
concerns  and  foreign  relations ;  with  a  soil,  rich  ii^ 
all  the  productions  of  prime  necessity,  of  convenience, 
and  luxmy>  and  capable  of  sustaining  j£re  hundred 
millions  ol^ people;  a  line  of  seacoast  more  than  two 
thousand  pules  in  extent,  and  a  natural  internal  na- 
vigation, in  itself  ^cellent,  and  capable  of  still  further 

&2 
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improvement,  by  the  construction  of  canals,  at  a  com* 
paratively  trifling  ^icpense ;  affording  withm  its  capa* 
cious  bol^om  an  asylum  sufficient  to  receive  all  the  dis- 
tressed of  Europe^  and  holding  out  the  sure  means  of 
ample  subsistence  and  perfect  independence  to  every 
one  who  unites  in  his  own  character  and  conduct  the 
qualities  of  industry,  sobriety,  perseverance,  and  in- 
tegrity. For  the  best  mode  of  location  in  the  boundless 
regions  of  the  Western  States  and  Territories,  and  for 
the  disposition  of  the  public  lands,  held  by  the  govern^ 
ment  in  trust  for  the  people  of  the  United  States,  the 
reader  may^  profitably,  consult  Mr.  Mellish's  "  Geo- 

g-aphical  Description  of  the  United  States;"  Mr. 
rown's  ^^  Western  Gazetteer,  or  Emigrant's  Directory," 
and  Mr.  Darby's  ^^  Geographical  Description  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  the  Southern  part  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  and  Territory  of  Alabama:"  and  for  the  in- 
land navigation  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  see  ^^  Resources  of  the  British 
Empire/*  pp.  91$«-9?3j  both  inclusive, 
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Commerce,  fyc.  of  the  United  States* 

SoMs  few  years  since,  a  theory  prevailed  in  ihii 
country  that  the  United  States  would  become  a  more 
prosperous  and  hapipy  nation,  if  they  woidd  forego^ 
altogether  and  for  ever,  all  foreign  commerce;  and,  at 
a  practical  commentary  upon  this  text,  the  general  go^^ 
vemment,  at  that  time  wielded  by  Mr,  Jefferson,  and 
at  his  special  recommendation,  laid  an  embargo  on  all 
the  American  trade  with  other  countries,  in  the  month 
of  December,  1 807 ;  and  continued  it  with  various  re« 
gulations  and  enforcements,  affecting  internal  commerce 
also,  until  the  spring  of  I8O9,  a  period  of  eighteen 
months.  These  ^^  restrictive  energies^^  (as  they  were 
vauntingly  called  by  Mr.  Jefferson)  not  only  annihilated 
the  foreign  commerce,  but  also  very  materially  crippled 
the  coasting  trade  of  the  United  States.  The  distress^ 
niisery,  and  ruin,  produced  by  this  great  agricultural 
scheme,  not  merely  to  the  merchants^  but  to  the  farmers 
also  (whose  interests  it  professed  to  subserve,  but  whose 
property  it  destroyed  by  taking  away  the  markets  for 
their  produce),  was  so  general,  so  deep,  so  intolerable^ 
as  to  prove  the  entire  rallacy  of  the  theory ;  and  the 
American  people  now  appear  universally  to  concur  in 
the  sentiment  publicly  pronounced  by  one  of  the  ablest 
and  most  efficient  practical  statesmen,  who  now  serve 
as  ornaments  and  bulwarks  to  the  commonwealth;, 
namely,  that  **  commerce  protected  by  a  navy,  and.  a 
navy  nourished  by  commerce,''  is  the  poUcy  best  calcu- 
lated to  render  the  United  States  a  prosperous  and  pow- 
erful empire. 


^8       aggr]£gat£  commehcx  of  the  WdRLi>» 

Tllfe  aggregate  cotiimerce  of  the  world,  doubtless, 
is  increased  in  consequence  of  the  universal  peace  esta- 
blished in  the  year  1815;  but,  as  certainly,  the  respec- 
tive trade  of  the  United  States  and  Britain  has  been  di- 
minished by  that  event*  Britain  has  lost  her  war 
monopoly,  and  America  has  ceased  to  be  carrier  for  the 
world.  They  are  each  reduced  to  the  level  of  peace 
competition ;  and  must  now  contend  in  foreign  markets 
with  the  skill  and  ingenuity  of  France  and  Italy,  the 
patient  industry  and  perseverance  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands, the  rival  labours  of  Denmark,  Sweden,  Russia^ 
and  the  commercial  parts  of  Germany,  to  which  add 
the  efforts  of  Spain  and  Portugal.  Hence  have  arisen, 
during  the  last  three  years,  both  in  the  United  States 
tad  in  the  British  Isles,  very  general  and  very  grievous 
distills,  bankruptcy,  and  ruiil,  among  their  merchants, 
manufacturers,  and  farmers.  In  Britain  the  pi^sure 
has  been  more  severe,  oh  account  of  the  enormous  pub« 
lie  expenditure,  the  confined  territoiy,  and  crowded 

Impulation  of  her  home  dominions.  Which  allow  no  out* 
et  for  her  people  i  who  must,  therefore,  if  not  dii*ected 
by  their  govenimeAt,  and  aided  to  settle  in  the  North 
American  colonies  or  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  New 
Holland^  swarm  out  hithef,  to  swell  the  ifapid  tide  of 
our  western  emigration. 

N(^Vertheless,  so  immense  is  her  capital,  so  excellent 
her  manufactured,  so  persevering  the  industry  of  her 
people,  so  vigorous  and  all  pervading  her  government, 
that  her  Jhf*€ign  trade  is  rapidly  impi*dving,  more  parti* 
cularly  with  the  Brazils,  the  Baltic,  Italy,  and  the  East- 
Indies.  In  the  most  jprosperouii  diys  her  foreign  com- 
merce did  not  make  an  elevtmth  part  of  her  home  and 
tiolonial  trade.  For  the  gradual  progress  and  amount 
of  the  British  trade,  alike  in  the  £»les,  the  edionies,  and 
all  the  quarters  of  the  world,  for  the  last  hundred  years, 
•ee  the  *^  Resources  of  the  British  Empire,"  pp.  122 
— 140>  both  inclusive;  and  pp.  399—450. 

In  the  United  States  the  pressure  has  been  less  se^ 
vere  than  in  Britain,  although  the  bankruptcies  among 
our  merchants  and  n^anyfu^turert  havA  been  sufficiently 
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numerous  and  distressing  i  and  the  fiumers  also  have 
suffered  greatly  for  want  of  a  market  for  their  produce; 
nevertheless,  the  moderate  public  expenditiire,  the 
comparatively  scanty  population,  and  the  immenae 
outlet  for  enterprising  industry;  in  the  iiew  lands  and 
virgin  soil  of  the  Western  Countryj  prevent  the  neces* 
sity  of  any  one;  who  possesses  healtli  and  industry^  suf- 
^ring  from  absolute  want  of  food^  dothine,  and  lodg- 
ing; The  foreigii  trade  of  this  country  is,  indeed,  at 
presdH  mddh  less  than  it  was  previotii^  to  the  embargo 
system ;  but  such  is  the  activity,  skill,  and  enterprise 
of  the  American  people,  so  well  built,  well  navigated; 
and  speedy  krk  their  ships,  and  so  abundant  the  soil  jn 
valuable  staples,  that  she  must  always  average  h^r  fvil 
share  of  external  conlmerce;  and  her  home  trade  is  con- 
tinually increasing,  by  the  improvement  of  her  internal 
navigation,  the  variety  of  her  products,  and  the  rwid 
growth  of  her  population,  wealth,  and  intercourse.  The 
w^gei  of  labodr  her^  average  more  than  double  their 
rate  in  England,  and  quadruple  that  in  France ;  and 
land  is  plentiful;  cheap,  and  fertile ;  so  that  those  who 
are  straitened  and  embarrassed  in  the  large  cities,  have 
only  to  fall  back  into  the  country,  and  become  industn*^ 
ous  yeomen,  arid  they  readily  provide  ample  sustenance 
for  themselves,  and  lay  abroad  and  permanent' founda- 
tion of  independence  for  their  famiUes. 

The  reader  is  referred  to^  the  second  edition  of  Mr. 
Pitkiii's  Statistics  for  an  account  of  the  exports  and 
imports,  the  home  and  foreign  trade  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  proportions  of  their  external  commerce 
vn£ti  different  nations,  during  a  period  of  nearly  one 
hundred  and  twenty  years,  including  their  colonial  as 
well  as  their  national  existence  and  commerce.  The 
following  tables  show  the  amount  of  American  foreign 
trade,  in  exports  and  imports,  at  different  periods,  in 
order  to  exhibit  the  rise  and  progress,  and  alternations 
of  the  commercial  career,  which  this  country  has  ru% 
^m  the  year  1 700  down  to  the  present  time. 


40 


BXrORTS  AND  IMPOKTS. 


Ml  l>. 


Tcuf. 


ii*i 


Arengs  firom  1700  to  1710, 

1710  to  1730, 
1730  to  1730, 
1730  to  1740, 
1740  to  1750, 
I760to  1760, 
1760  to  1770, 
1770  to  178O, 


B>p«rttottlM 
UDited  SMttct. 


Uoiled  SUtet. 


1,700,000 

3j600,000 
3,940,000 
3,130,000 
3,710,000 
4,670,000 
f,  100,000 


,100,000 
1,550,000 
1,980,000 
3,900,000 
3,630,000 
6,160  000 
7,000*000 
5,300,000 


In  1784 "  -  - 

1790    -  -  -  ,  « 


4,000,000 
6,000,000 


18,000,000 

17,360,000 


Tean. 


■*—■•■ 


1791 

1795  .-.- 

1800  -  -  -  - 

.1803 

1807    -  -  -  - 
1808,'i.e.  em^2 

bargo  year,  y 

]810,einbar->. 

goof         S 
i814«)<ir«ith> 

England,     ) 

!81«    .  

I8I6 


Total  Bcport*. 


<9 19,0 13,041 
47,959,473 

70,971,780 

55,800,033 
108,343,150 

23,430,960 

66,757,970 

6,9«7,441 

53,557,753 
81,930,453 


Btparti  of  doBCt- 
Uc  origin. 


Esporif  of  fofciga 
origia. 


>»- 


*43,S0.5,96l 

48,699,593 

9,433,546 
43,366,675 

6,783,373 

45,974,403 
64,781,896 


«1 3,594,073 
59,643,558 


19,997,414 
24,391,295 

145,169 

6,583,350 
17,138,555 


Of  the  domestic  exports  of  the  United  States  the  pio> 
portions  isk ;— the  produce  of  agriculture,  three-fourths 
in  value  j  the  produce  of  the  forest,  oiie-ninth ;  of  the 
sea,  one-fifieenth ;  and  manufactures,  one-twentieth. 
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Of  the  forisiga  exports,  the  proportions  in  1 807  (the 
greatest  commercial  year  ever  experienced  by  the 
United  States)  being  the  year  immediately  preceding 
the  embargo^  were  <943,525,d20,  imported  from  the 
British  Isles ;  <9d,812,065^  from  France  and  her  de- 
pendencies; and  (8*11^18^532,  from  the  rest  of  the 
world.  Dming  the  years  1802,  1803,  and  1804,  the 
annual  value  of  the  imports  into  the  United  States  was 
*75,3 16,937  ;  and  of  the  exports,  ^68,460,000.  Of 
the  imports  the  proportions  were, 

From  Britain *35,970,000 

the  northern  powers,  Prussia,  and 

Germany 7,094,000 

Dominions  of  Holland^  France, 

Spain^  and  Italy     25^475,000 

Domimons  of  Portugal  ....  1,083,000 
China,  and  other  native  powers  of 

Asia 4,856,000 

All  other  countries 838^000 

Whoaoe  it  appears  that  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  Britain  is  greater  in  amount  than 
between  the  United  States  and  all  the  rest  of  th,e 
worid :  which  is  a  strong  reason  why  the  two  countries, 
for  their  mutual  benefit,  should  preserve  friendly  rela- 
tions towards  each  other,  in  the  spirit  as  well  as  in  the 
letter  of  peace* 

During  tlie  same  three  years,  1802,  1803,  and  1804, 
the  annual  value  of  domestic  exports  was  S'39,928,000 
Of  which  was  exported  to  the  British 

dominions 20,653,000 

To  northern  powers,  Prussia,  and 

Germany. 2,918,000 

Dominions  of  Holland,  France, 
,     Spain,  and  Italy    ....»,.      12,183,000 
Dominions  of  Portugal   «...         1,925,000 
AU  other  countries  ,  •  4- .  .  .  .        2/249,000' 
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The  annual  value  o{  foreign  produce,  re-exported  to 
all  parts  of  the  worlds  during  those  three  years  was, 

*i8,533.000 
Of  which  was  exported  to  the  British 

dominions 3,054,000 

To  northern  powers^  Prussia^  and 

Germany 5,051,000 

Dominions  of  Holland^  France,  . 

Spain,  and  Italy  .......  18,495,000 

Dominions  of  Portugal ....  396,000 

All  dther  countries  .;..;;  1,537,000 

« 

Annual  value  of  importations  being .  .  ;     75^316,000 
exports-domestic 

produce. 39^928^000 

foreign  produce    ;      88,533,000 

* -ii^--^     68,461,000 

Apparent  balance  against  the  United  States^  ^6,855,000 


The  imports  for  the  year  i  807  were,  in 

value  ..............      138,574,876 

exports— domestic 
produce  ....  <8'48,699,592 

foreign  produce  ;    59,643,558 

— •  108,343,150 


Total  ,  ;  .  ;     ^246,918,026 


'.fc.- 


From  this  great  commerce  with  foreign  nations^ 
mmounting  to  nearly  two  hundred  and  fifty  millions  of 
dollars  in:  one  yeari  together  with  all  the  wealth  it 
poured  into  the  country,  and  all  the  productive  indusby 
It:  put  in  motion^  Mr.  Jefferson's  embargo  cut  off  the 
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United  States ;  which,  in  consequence  of  our  own  re- 
strictive enei^ies^  the  late  war  with  England,  and  the 
peace  diminution,  have  never  yet  nearly  reached  that 
floodtide  of  trade  which  was  fertilizing;  and  enriching 
every  comer  of  the  Union.  For  a  view  of  the  trade 
of  the  United  States  with  each  country,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  government,  distinguishing  the 
trade  of  the  parent  country  from  that  of  her  colonies 
and  dependencies,  together  with  a  general  account  of 
the  trade  of  America  with  each  quarter  of  the  worldj 
the  reader  may  niost  profitably  consult  Mr.  Pitkin  ti 
Statistics  of  the  United  States,  second  edition,  begin* 
ning  at  page  183,  and  continuing  to  page  2Q0. 

The  United  States,  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Federal  government  in  1739^^?  to  the  commence- 
ment of  commercial  restrictions  in  December,  ISOJT^ 
and  the  war  with  England  in  1812^  increased  in  wealth 
and  population,  with  unexampled  rapidity,  as  appears 
by  the  great  increase  of  their  exports  and  imports  (  of 
the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  of  their  com- 
mercial tonnage ;  by  the  accumulation  of  wealth  in  all 
their  cities,  towns,  and  villages ;  by  the  establishment 
of  numerous  itionied  institutions ;  by  the  great  rise  in 
the  value  of  lands ;  and  by  various  internal  improve- 
ments^ in  the  shape  of  roads,  bridges,  ferries,,  and  ca- 
nals ;  and  by  their  annual  consumption  of  goods  in- 
creasing rapidly.  For  instance,  the  average  yearly 
amount  of  merchandise^  Paying  duties  ad  valorem^ 
consimied^  was,  in 


Three  ^ 
Sixyears^ 
Three  years. 


ncu^  Wits,  HI 

years,  from  1 790  to  1792  /.  «  .  ^19,310,801 
ars>  —  1793  to  1798  ....  37,051,440 
years,    —     1806  to  1807  ..  ^  .      38,549,966 

At  least  seventy  millions  of  pounds  weight  of  sugar 
9re  consumed  in  the  United  States.  In  1810,  ten  iml-^ 
lions  of  pounds  were  made  in  the  territory  of  Orleans, 
now  State  ci  Louisiana ;  and  about  the  same  quantity 
inad«  frcm  di€  mi^le*tEC«  throughout  the  United  Statei. 
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Sugar-cane  plantations  are  increasing  in  Louisiana,  and 
twenty  millions  of  pounds  weight  of  sugar  are  supposed 
to  have  been  made  in  ISIJT*  In  the  State  of  Georgia, 
also,  the  sugar-cane  is  cultivated  with  success.  The 
culture  of  the  cane  is  not  more  laborious  than  that  of 
cotton,  and  less  liable  to  accidents :  a  moderate  crop  is 
1000  pounds  per  acre ;  and  in  a  few  years  a  sufficient 
quantity  will,  probably,  be  made  witliin  the  limits  of 
the  United  States  to  supply  their  consumption.  The 
increase  of  American  tonnage  is  unexampled  in  the 
history  of  the  commercial  world,  owing  to  the  increased 
quantity  of  bulky  domestic  produce  exported,  the  in- 
crease of  population,  and  extent  of  the  canying  trade. 
The  increase  of  the  registered  tonnage,  or  tonnage  em- 
ployed in  foreign  trade,  from  179^  to  1801,  was 
358,815  tons,  having  nearly  doubled  in  eight  years. 
From  1793  to  1810,  the  increase  was  6 1 6,53  5  tons. 
In  1793,  the  tonnage  employed  in  the  coasting  trade 
was  122,070  tons;  in  1801,  274,551  tons.  From 
1793  to  I8IO,  the  increase  was  283,  276  tons.  The 
tonnage  employed  in  the  fisheries  increased  from  1 793 
to  1 8O7  abdut  40,000  tons. 

The  whole  tonnage  of  the  United  States,  in  1810, 
was  1,424,780  tons,    of  which  the  different    States 
'  owned  the  following  proportions  : 


New«Hampshire,   Ton«  28,S17 
Massachusetts  •••.••••  405,203 

Rhode-Island  •  • S6, 165 

Connecticut 45,108 

New-York ^(5,557 

New. jersey    •••••••tf  4S«803 

PennsyWania  ••••••..195,430 

Delaware  8,190 


Maryland  ••••    Tons  143,785 

Virginia  ..•••• 84,9t3 

North  Carolina  ••••••  39,594 

South  Carolina    • 53,925 

Georgia  ••••..!.••••   15,619 

Ohio    .•••.••*••••••      None 

New^Orl^ns 13,940 


The  State  of  Massachusetts  has  many  hundred 
miles  of  sea-coast,  with  numerous  inlets  ana  harbours ; 
and  her  amount  of  tonnage  has  always  b^n  greater 
than  that  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union.  The 
tonnage  of  the  principal  seaports^  in  ISLO^  was^ 
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Of  Boston-  .  Tons  I49,iai 

New  York    •  .  .  26S,&4S  Second  oniifio  thai  of  London. 
Philadelphia  .  .  125,258 
Baltimore    •  .  .  1083444 
Charleston  .  .  .    52^888 

Now,  in  1817^  the  whole  tonnage  employed  in  fo- 
reign trade  is  much  less  than  it  was  in  1 8 10.  So  much 
has  peace  all  over  the  world  lessened  the  external 
commerce  of  the  United  States.  The  tonnage  of 
Britain  has  not  grown  with  a  rapidity  equal  to  that  of 
America;  for,  in  1700,  it  was  only,  273,693  tons;  in 
1750,  690,798  tons;  in  1800,  1,269^329  tons;  in 
1813,  1,579,715  tons.  In  1787>  France  owned  only 
300,000  tons,  in  her  foreign  trade ;  in  1 800,  only 
98,304  tons.  In  1804,  the  nations  round  the  Baltic, 
including  Norway  and  Holstein,  owned  only  493,417 
tons,  not  half  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States. 

llie  extensive  and  rapidly  increasing  coasting  trade^ 
as  well  as  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States,  will  not 
only  augment  the  wealth  and  comfort  of  the  American 
people,  but  will  always  ensure  a  large  body  of  excel** 
lent  seamen  for  the  supply  of  the  navy,  when  wanted. 
The  American  navy,  formerly  proscribed  as  a  burden 
and  curse  to  the  country,  seems  at  length  to  have 
fought  itself  into  favour  with  all  parties.  Its  heroic 
achievements  and  splendid  success,  during  the  late  war 
with  England,  and  its  present  commanding  attitude  in 
the  Mediterranean,  have  elevated  the  character  of  the 
country,  and  conferred  an  imperishable  glory  upon  its 
own  name ;  and  justly  claims  the  support  and  honour 
of  the  government  and  people,  both  in  peace  and'  in 
war,  now  and  for  ever.  The  American  navy  consists 
of  nearly  one  hundred  ships,  brigs,  and  schooners,  be- 
sides small  sloops,  and  gun-boats — of  which  nine  are 
rated  at  s^venty^four,  but  carry  ninety  guns ;  ten  forty-, 
four  guns ;  one  thirty-eight  guns;  two  thirty-six  guns ; 
two  thirty-two  guns,  and  thirty  from  twenty-eight  to 
sixteen  guns.  The  actual  number  far  exceeds  the  rate 
of  guns  in  all  the  clsMSses  of  vessels.     Congress  has 
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made  ample  appropriations  for  the  annual  increase  of 
the  navy ;  so  that  the  United  States^  in  all  probability, 
will  soon  be  able  to  send  out  fleets  sufficiently  nume- 
rous to  cope  with  any  European  power,- for  the  mastery 
of  that  element,  whose  dominion  invariably  confers  a 
paramount  influence  among  all  the  sovereignties  of  the 
earth.  The  number  of  naval  officers,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  last  war,  were  thirteen  captains,  nine  mas- 
ters commanding,  and  seventy  lieutenants.  The  pro- 
motions during  the  war  were  sixteen  captains,  twenty- 
eight  masters  commanding,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  lieutenants.  The  promotions  since  the  peace 
have  been  ten  captains,  nineteen  masters  commanding, 
and  sixhTweight  lieutenants. 

An  almost  universal  notion  prevails  in  this  countnr, 
that  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  will  be  prodi-i 
giously  benefited  by  the  emancipation  of  tlie  Spanish 
American  colonies,  and  throwing  open  their  trade  to 
the  world.  But  this  is  at  least  problematical,  because 
those  immense  regions  produce  all  the  staples  of  the 
United  States,  and  many  more  also,  and  would  find,  in 
the  event  of  their  emancipation  and  free  trade,  a  more 
profitable  market  in  Britain  than  in  the  United  States ; 
and  in  return,  England  could  supply  them  with  manu- 
factured goods,  better  in  quality,  more  abundant  in 
quantity,  and  at  a  lower  rate,  than  any  other  country  can 
possibly  do.  A  proof  of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact, 
that  th^  influx  of  British  goods  into  the  United  States, 
since  the  peace  of  1815,  has  destroyed  or  suspended  a 
great  portion  of  our  American  manufacturing  establish- 
ments ;  a  fortiori,  then,  American  cannot  contend  with 
British  manufactures  in  foreign  markets,  seeing  that  they 
^re  beat  in  the  unequal  competition  at  home,  upon  their 
own  ground,  although  aided  by  protecting  duties. 

It  appears  somewhat  doubtfol,  whether  the  Spanish 
colonies,  unassisted  by  any  other  power,  will  be  aMe^ 
eventually,  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  Old  Spain;,  for, 
during  nearly  ten  years  of  revolutionary  mov^ments^ 
they  ao  not  9^em  to  have  shown  the  intelligence^  skilly 
^^ection^  forecast^  combinatioi^  and  perseveranpe,^  Tf^ 
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quisite  to  establish  a  free  government.  The  hands  of 
£ngland^  probably,  are  tied  up  by  the  Treaty  of  Vienna; 
£uid  the  United  States  government  do  not  seem  dis- 
posed  to  interfere,  as  they  passed  an  Act  of  Congress^  a 
few  months  since,  forbidding  the  transportation  of  men, 
and  arms,  and  ammunition,  from  our  American  ports  to^ 
aid  the  revolted  colonies.  The  President,  in  his  Message 
of  the  second  of  December,  181 7,  states,  that  our  citi- 
zens sympathize  with  the  Spanish  Americans,  but  the 
United  Spates  government  have  maintained,  and  wiU 
continue  to  maintain,  a^  strict  neutrality  between  the 
contending  parties,  keeping  their  ports  open  to  both^ 
and  seeking  no  exclusive  commercial  advantage  from 
the  colonies,  if  they  shall  become  independent.  Never- 
theless, the  United  States  government  have  ordered  thc^ 
settlements  on  Amelia  Island,  at  the  mouth  of  St.  Mary's 
River,  near  the  boundary  of  Georgia,  and  at  Galvestown, 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  made  by  the  Spanish  Americans, 
to  be  broken  up  by  our  troops ;  and  have  sent  commis- 
sioners along  the  southern  coast  of  Spanish  America,  to 
communicate  with  the  existing  authorities,  and  claim 
redress  for  past  and  prevention  of  future  injuries. 
France  and  Spain  both  materially  assisted  the  American 
colonies  in  their  revolt  from  the  mother  country ;  and, 
doubtless,  any  government,  whether  miKtary,  or  mo- 
narchical, or  republican,  provided  the  Hispano-Ameri-^ 
cans  eould  establish  their  own  national  sovereignty  and 
independence,  would  be  infinitely  preferable  to  the  co-. 
lonial  system  of  Old  Spain «*  a  system  which  enslaves 
both  body  and  mind,  and  debases  the  human  animal 
below  the  condition  of  the  brutes  that  perish.     In  alk 

Srobability,  if  their  nati(ma,l  independence  were  once 
xed,  in  whatever  form,  and  under  how  many  sove-> 
reignties  soever,  the  felicitous  contagion  of  liberty 
would  spread  from  the  United  States,  and  gradually 
improve  the  spirit^  and  liberalize  th^  character  and 
conduct  of  the  new-born  dynasties.      ^ 

Hie  reader  may  find  considerable  information  on  this 
subject,  by  consmting  the  ^^  Outline  of  the  Revolution 
in  S|>anisn  America^  &c.'*  by  a  l^uth  ^American^  first 
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published  in  Lopdon^  and  republished  in  New-York^ 
in  November,  1 8 1 7-  This .  work  gives  a  full,  and  fair 
account  of  the  origin,  progress,  and  actual  state  of  the 
war  between  Spain  and  Spanish  America,  down  to  the 
close  of  the  year  18 1 6.  The  ^^  Letter  to  Mr.  Monroe,** 
on  the  Spanish  American  revolution,  supposed  to  be 
written  by  Mr.  H.  Brackenridge,  is  an  able  and  spirited 
performance ;  it  advi$es  our  government  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  the  Hispano-American  provinces, 
as  soon  as  they  become  independent  de  facto ;  but  not 
to  go  to  war  with  Spain  on  their  account ;  nor  to  aid 
them  with  men,  money,  arms,  or  ammunition.  See  also 
a  very  able  article  in  the  Quarterly  Review,  for  No- 
vember, 1817>  respecting  Spain  and  her  colcmies;  in 
•  which  the  writer  maintains  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Britain, 
either  to  observe  a  strict  neutrality,  or  to  mediate  ami* 
cably  between  the  contending  parties.  This  article 
contains  much  valuable  information  respecting  l^panish 
America,  and  some  profound  and  accurate  observations 
on  the  different  characteristics  of  its  population  and  of 
that  of  the  United  States. 

The  advantages  of  the  emancipation  of  Spanish  Ame- 
rica will  pervade  the  whole  world ;  but,  in  the ,  first 
instance,  will  be  more  particularly  directed  towards 
£ngland.  The  liberation  of  this  immense  region  from, 
colonial  bondage  has  engaged  the  attention  of  some  of 
the  most  distinguished  statesmen,  in  this  country  and  iii 
Europe.  Early  in  the  first  revolutionary  war,  a  Jesuit, 
bom  in  Arequipa,  in  the  province  of  Peru,  addressed  the 
Spanish  colonists,  and  called  upon  them  to  establish  a 
free  and  independent  government,  which  might  at  once 
secure  their  own  prosperity  and  happiness,  and  open  a 
liberal  intercourse  of  reciprocal  benefits  with  the  rest  of 
the  world.  This  enlightened  ecclesiastic,  who  exhibits 
an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  most  approved  prin- 
ciples of  political  philosophy,  died  in  London,  in  1 798, 
and  left  his  manuscript  papers  in  the  hands  of  the 
Honourable  Rufus  King,  at  tnat  time  minister  in  Britain, 
from  the  United  States.  Some  part  of  these  papers  was 
afterward  printed,  through  the  mtervention  of  G^ieral 
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Miranda^  for  the  purpose  of  being  distributed  among 
his  countrymen^  previous  to  his  unsuccessful  expedition 
in  I8O6. 

Perhaps  the  greatest  commercial  benefit,  resulting 
from  the  emancipation  of  Spanish  America,  would  be 
the  formation  of  a  navigable  passage  across  the  isthmus 
of  Panama,  the  junction  of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Oceans,  The  expense  of  such  an  undertaking  would 
not  exceed  three  or  four  millions  sterling ;  and  Britain 
could  not  more  profitably  employ  twenty  or  thirty: 
thousand  of  her  distressed  labourers  than  in  executing 
such  a  task,  under  the  superintendence  of  competent 
en^gineers.  The  completion  of  this  navigation  would 
give  England  the  command  of  the  commerce  of  the 
whole  world,  and  soon  compensate  her  for  all  the  toil, 
and  wealth,  and  blood,  which  she  has  expended  during 
twenty-five  years  of  unexampled  warfare,  waged  for  the 
redemption  of  Europe  from  revolutionary  bondage. 

In  the  year  1 790,  the  scheme  of  Spanish  American 
emancipation  was  first  proposed  to  Mr.  Hitt  by  General 
Miranda,  and  met  with  a  cordial  reception ;  but  was 
soon  aflerward  laid  aside,  on  account  of  Britain  and 
Spain  resuming  their  pacific  relations  with  each  other. 
In  the  year  1797^  Miranda  was  met  at  Paris  by  deputies 
and  commissioners  from  Mexico  and  the  other  principal 
provinces  of  Spanish  America,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
certing with  him  the  means  of  emancipating  their 
countiy •  It  was  decided  that  Miranda  should,  in  their 
name,  repair  to  England,  and  communicate  their  pro- 
positions to  the  British  government ;  one  of  which  was 
to  join  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  at  the  expense  of  the 
colonies,  and  another  to  cede  the  Floridas  to  the  United 
States,  the  Mississippi  being  proposed  as  the  boundary 
between  the  two  nations ;  and  the  stipulation  of  a  small 
military  force,  from  the  Anglo-Americans,  to  aid  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  proposed  independence.  It  was 
also  proposed  to  resign  all  the  islands  which  belong  to 
the  Spaniards,  excepting  Cuba,  the  possession  of  which 
is  rendered  necessary  by  the  situation  of  the  Havann^^ 
commanding  the  passage  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Thi« 
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49<(uui^]^  is  dated  a^t  Paris^  2!2d  of  December^  1797» ' 
'[thief  propos^  for  th^  return  of  Miranda  to  England  waa- 
acceded  to  by  Mr.  Pitt,  with  whom  a  conference  was^ 
h^ld  in  J[.anuary  following.  It  was  proposed  that  the 
IJnit^d  States  should  furnish  ten  thousand  tro<^;  and. 
die  British  government  agreed  to  find  mon^y  and  ships. 
But  Mr.  A^vqlSj  then  the  American  President,  declined. 
^,  transmit  an  immediate  answer;  a^  the  mea^nu^e 
^as,  in  consequence,  postponed.  Ia  the  year  I806, 
Mir.  Jefferson,  at  that  time  President  of  the  United 
States,  disavowed  the  expedition  of  Miranda,  to  om^^ 
cipate  Spanish  Anxerica,  and  actually  caused  Messrs^ 
$m|it;h;  and-  Ogden,  two  merchants  of  the  city  of  New-* 
Xoi;]c,  to  be  indicted  in  the  Circuit  Court  for  this.  Dis- 
ttic^  for  aiding  and;  abetting  IS^da's  enterprise;  but 
the  jury  found  a  verdict  of  acquittal.  For  almost  ample 
and  splendid^  account  of  tlie  practicability  and  effects  of 
liberating  Spanishi  America,  suid  joining  the  two  oceans, 
/jee  the  thirteenth  volume  of  the  Edinburgh  Review, 
BP»  277*^*11^  both  inclusive. 

If,  appears  necessary  for  England,  now,   to  make 
vpvae  extraordinary  effort  to  recruit  her    exhausted 
strength,  and  ^o  relieve  her  present  pressure.     She  has, 
ifideed,  during  the  lapse  of  five  and  twenty  years,  di-. 
rpcted,  with  a  ds^ri^g  and,a  steady  hand,  the  vast  re-* 
sources  of  her  i^ighty  empire,  against  the  common 
^en^y  of  the  human  rape:  with  the  guardiaiisJiip  of 
pre^qjng  genius,  she  has  aided ithe  weak  and  restrained, 
the  encroachments  of  the  strong:   she  has  assisted  the- 
jcfieo^/^  of  continental  Eurppe.  in  their  patriotic  efforts  to. 
trample  beneath  th^ir  feet<  the  foreign  don^ination  of  an. 
ifivading  foe;  she. has  caused  the  star^of  Napoleon  to. 
f^jilde  i^to  a  dim  tiuct;  she  has.  put  together  the  glitter* 
ip£  fragments  of  disjointed  Europe>  and.  given  again  to. 
ijiat  fiiir  portion  :of  the  w(»:ld  the  be^wi^gs  of  rdigion, 
tfa^e Jight  of  n^orals^  and  the  beauty  of  ^soei^l  c^^^    But . 
1^  recent  glor^Sc  harve  led  her  to  a  painful  pFe-emti* 
fiffDfie^  henceforth  she  is  dpomed  to  theproudibut  mer 
laii^holy  necessity  of  being  ^rst  or  ^nqthingi .   Thenw)- 
ngepat  shjsj,  rfw^iedes,  ttj^  moment;  she  l^ws  J^PilOfty  hetit. 
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beneath  the  ascendency  of  any  odier  nation^  that  mo- 
ment she  is  dashed  from  o£f  her  wide  ambitious  base, 
and  falls,  Uke  Lucifer^  never  to  rise  again.  In  her  late 
protracted  conflict,  her  frame  has  been  shattered  ;  her 
finances  are  dilapidated;  her  agriculture  languishes;  her 
manufactures  droop ;  her  commerce  is  diminished ;  her 
population  is  impoverished ;  and,  if  she  hopes  to  sus^ 
tain  that  high  eminence  which  her  achievements  have 
reached,  in  the  times  of  Elizabeth,  of  William,  and  of 
her  ppe^nt  sovereign;  achievements  which  have  ren- 
dered her  the  arbitress  of  Europe,  the  bulwark  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  and  the  tutelary  angel  of  man; 
she  must  hasten  to  eitaancipate  the  l^anish  American 
colonists,  and  unite  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic  and  Paci- 
fic oceans.  Unless  some  measures  be  adopted  by 
Britain  to  employ  and  relieve  her  superabundant  and 
indi^iit  popiidfttion,  a  much  greater  proportion  than  has 
ever  yet  1^  h^  native  isles  wiU  find  their  way  hither, 
to  augDQfent  the*  number  of  our  Americao  citi^eds. 


k  2 


»2 


CHAPTER.   III. 


On  the  Manufactures  of  the  United  States. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  agriculture  has  a  ten- 
dency to  produce  a  more  abundant  and  more  healthy 
population  than  that  which  springs  from  mantifactures ; 
but  agriculture  and  manufactures  act  and  re-act  upon 
each  other  for  their  mutual  benefit ;  for  the  greatest 
and  most  important  branch  of  the  commerce  of  every 
nation  is  that  which  is  carried  on  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  towns  and  cities  with  those  of  the  country.  The 
townsmen  draw  from  the  people  of  the  country  the 
rude  produce,  the  fruits  of  the  soil,  for  which  they  pay 
by  sending  back  into  the  country  a  part  of  this  rude 
produce  manufactiwed  and  prepared  for  immediate  use; 
or,  in  other  words,  this  trade  between  town  and  coun- 
try consists  in  a  given  quantity  of  rude  produce  being 
exchanged  for  a  given  quantity  of  manufactured  pro- 
duce. Whatever,  therefore,  has  a  tendency,  in  any 
country,  to  diminish  the  progress  of.  manufactures,  has 
also  a  tendency  to  diminish  the  home  market,  (the  most 
important  of  all  markets  for  the  rude  produce  of  land) 
and  consequently  to  cripple  the  efforts  of  agriculture. 

In  young  ana  lately  established  countries,  however, 
where  the  population  is  not,  as  yet,  sufficiently  nume- 
rous to  answer  fully  the  demand  for  labour;  it  is  perhaps 
more  adviseable  to  confine  their  attention  chiefly  to  the 
raising  of  rude  produce,  to  the  clearing  new  lands,  and 
cultivating  those  already  reclaimed ;  because  they  can 
import  manufactured  goods  from  an  old  and  thickly 
peopled  country,  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  they  can  labn- 
cate  them  in  tlieir  own;  and  they  wiU  more  rapidly  in- 
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crease  the  number,  strength,  and  wealth  of  their  people 
by  so  doing,  than  by.  consuming  a  larger  quantity  of 
capital  in  forming  manufactured  goods  of  a  worse  quar- 
lity,  and  at  a  higher  price  than  that  for  which  they  can 
bring  them  from  abroad.  Besides,  as  the  wages  of 
labour  are  so  high,  ^nd  land  so  cheap,  in  the  United 
States  (and  in  all  new  countries),  there  is  a  continual 
bounty  offered  to  labourers  to  leave  their  manufacturing 
'  masters,  and  go  and  buy  land,  and  till  it  for  them^  * 
selves ;  since  every  man,  who  has  any  proper  feeling  of 
independence  beating  at  his  heart,  would  rather  toil  for 
himself'  and  his  family,  as  an  uncontrolled  yeoman, 
than  labour  as  a  confined  servant  to  a  stranger.  Whence 
the  manufacturers  would  be  (as  indeed  they  are  daily 
and  hourly  in  the  United  States,)  liable  to  frequent  in- 
terruptions in  their  proceedings,  and  suffer  much  pre- 
judice in  their  trade,  enhancing  the  price  and  deterio- 
rating the  quality  of  their  wares;  all  which  evil  must 
ultimately  fall  upon  the  consumers,  and  necessarily 
entail  a  burdensome  impediment  upon  the  productive 
exertions  of  the  community. 

The  United  States,  therefore,  it  should  seem,  would 
do  well  not  anxiously  to  endeavour  to  force  the  produc- 
tion of  manufactures  by  government  bounties,  by  pro- 
tecting or  prohibitory  duties,  by  monopoly  prices,  be- 
fore an  effectual  demand  shall  be  made  for  them  by  an 
increased  density  of  population  along  the  seaboard,  and 
in  the  interior;  by  the  more  minute  division  of  labour, 
and  by  the  more  complete  filling  up  of  the  other  chan* 
nels  of  trade  and  agriculture.  Nay,  perhaps  it  would  be 
wiser,  for  some  years  yet  to  come  (until  the  wilderness 
be  reclaimed,  and  the  population  be  more  compact),  for 
the  Americans  to  confine  themselves  chiefly  to  the  rais^ 
ing  of  raw  materials,  and  let  Europe  continue  to  be  the 
workshop  where  those  raw  materials  might  be  manu-i^ 
factured;  because  experience  has  uniformly  shown  that 
no  nation  has  ever  yet  pushed  its  manufactures  to  any 
great  extent,  without  introducing  and  continuing  a  very 
alarming  quantity  of  misery  and  disease,  decrepitude, 
vice,  and  profligacy,  among  the  lower  orders  of  the  peo^ 
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pl^ ;  aiul  1^18  to  the  9t»t&$maai  wbo  m^MBures  ti)ie 
strength  and  ^e^tnese  of  a  natipQ  by  die  health  atid 
virtue,  the  prosperity  »nd  happiness,  of  its  citi»ns, 
^eems  too  great  a  price  to  pay  &r  the  privilege  of  ma- 
nufacturing a  few  yarik  of  broadcloth,  or  a  few  piecies^ 
of  muslin.  England  herself  is  a  portentous  illustration 
of  this  truth :  recently,  and  for  the  last  five  and 
twenty  years,  her  mantifacturing  districts  have  sent 
forth  full  bands  of  Luddites,  and  Spenceans,  and 
jacobins,  and -anarchists,  and  rebels,  and  assassins,  that 
have  continually  put  to  the  test  the  strength,  and 
strained  the  nerves  of  her  government*  See  the  *^  Rer 
sources  of  the  British  Empire,**  pp.  140^*164,  for 
thiB  state  of  British  manufactures. 

But  as  the  introduction  of  manufactures  into,  and 
their  extended  increase  in  a  country,  generally  promise 
large  profits  to  speculators  and  capitalists,  it  is  not  to 
be  expected  that  the  mere  circumstance  of  manufac- 
tures being  destructive  of  the  virtue,  health,  and  happi- 
ness of  the  labourers  employed  in  them,  will  ever  be  of 
sufficient  weight  to  deter  any  nation  from  introducing 
and  establishing  these  nurseries  of  individual  wealth, 
and  wi4e-spread  poverty,  among  themselves,  whenever 
an  opportunity  shall  occur.  The  wages  of  labour  in 
the  United  States  are  at  least  onaJiundre^  per  cent, 
higher  than  in  England,  and  quadruple  those  of  France ; 
and  yet  the  agricultural  products  pt  this  country  find  a 
profitable  market  in  Europe;  while  the  expense  of 
erecting  and  continuing  manufacturing  establishments 
is  such  as,  in  many  instances,  to  disable  them  ircHOi 
competing  with  those  of  Europe,  unless  protect^  by 
bounties,  prohibitory  duties,  ai^d  a  monopoly.  The 
cause  of  these  apparently  contradictory  effects  is  to  be 
found  in  the  vast  quantity  and  low  price  of  our  new  and 
fertile  lands.  One  man  is  able  to  spread  his  agricuk^ 
tural  labour  over  a  much  wider  surface  of  soil  in  the 
immense  regions  of  America,  than  can  be  done  in  the 
comparatively  small  and  circumscribed  districts  into 
which  the  European  farms  are  necessarily  divided,  on 
accQunt  of  the  narrow  limits  of  tenritoiy,  co\ipled  with 
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«  crowded  p<^tetion.  Hence^  although  the  tyBtem  of 
agriculture  in  the  United  States  is  less  perfect^  and  lesa 
productive  on  a  given  quantity  of  ground^  than  in  boumi 
parts  of  £iu*ope9  yet  the  far  wider  range  of  land  under 
cultivation  (about  three  times  as  many  acres  as  make- 
irp  the  whole  superficies  of  the  British  isles)  produoss 
annually  a  more  abundant  ctx>p4  in  mass,  to  the  industry 
of  a  givin  number  of  proprietors. 

Formeriy^  some  of  our  leading  politicians  profbstfed 
to  think  it  more  adviseable  for  the  United  States  to  pro* 
secute  the  labours  of  agriculture^  than  to  attemjpt  to 
force  manu&ctures  into  a  premature  and  permcioiii 
existence.  Mr.  Jefferson^  in  his  "  Notes  cm  Virginil^* 
strenuously  labours  tMs  pointy  and  pathetically  a^fo-- 
cates  the  hour  *when  the  American  people  shall  be  con^ 
verted  from  robust  and  virtuous  farmers  into  sickly  and 
profligate  manufacturers.  But  he  has  lately  altered  his 
opinion^  as  aj^ars  from  his  recent  letter  to  the  Seete- 
tary  of  the  Society  for  encouraging  American  manufil^ 
tures^  in  which  he  seems  to  have  forgotten  dll  his 
former  exclamations  in  favour  of  agriculture^  atld  iU  his 
*'  Jeremiadei'  against  manufactures*  In  order  to  ad* 
complish  their  purpose^  this  Society^  consisting  of  ttMU 
nufacturers  all  over  the  Union,  is  continually  beseechiiig 
and  besieging  Congress  to  exclude  all  foreign  goods  from 
the  United  States,  and  give  them  a  monopoly  of  ^ 
American  market;  that  is,  in  other  words,  to  lay  ti 
heavy  tax  upon  all  the  odier  classes  of  the  communi^^ 
the  farmers,  dergy,  lawyers,  merchants,  phy^iciaiis>  aikd 
all  the  labouring  orders,  that  a  few  manufactixrei%^ 
about  a  hundredth  part  of  the  whole  population^  may 
enrich  themselves  by  selling  to  their  fell0W'<;iti2ens  bad 
goods,  at  a  much  greater  price  than  they  could  impoft 
Mtr  better  commodities  from  Europe. 

This  is,  in  fact,  checking  the  growth  of  the  ^^tnealth 
and  population  of  the  Unit^  StUtes j  by  at  least  all  the 
diflra*ence  between  the  monopoly  price  of  Ameridita 
manufactures  and  the  fair  competition  price  of  importieid 
£uropean  goods ;  to  do  which,  mighty  inde^,  be  very 
good  patriotbm,  but  it  is  certainly  very  bMl  fc^cy.  Hie 
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United  States  having  but  recently  commenced  their 
•national  career,  and  looking  forward  to  many  ages  of 
-improvement  and  growth,  should  be,  above  all  other 
countries,  particularly  careful  to  avoid  the  errors  of  the 
European  mercantile  system ;  errors  which  sprang  up 
amidst  the  darkness  and  ignorance  of  feudal  despotism  ; 
and  which  all  the  most  distinguished  political  philoso- 
phers of  the  present  age  unite  to  condemn.    The  United 
States,  therefore,  should  resolutely  cast  from  off  their 
shoulders  all  the  shackles  of  bounties,  protections,  pro- 
hibitions,   and  monopolies,    and  permit    agriculture, 
commerce,  and  manufactures,  to  find  the  legitimate  level 
of  unimpeded  competition,  and  to  employ  just  so  much 
of  the  productive  industry  and  capital  of  the  country  as 
.in<^mVi?2^a/inclination  and  interest  might  require,  with- 
out any  interference  on  the  part  of  the  government, 
•iyhich  ever  acts  the  wisest  part,  when  it  suffers  all  the 
.  various  classes  of  the  community  to  manage  their  own 
-  affairs  in  their  own  way.     Laissez  nous  fair  e  was  the 
reply  of  the  French  merchants  to  M.  Colbert,  when  he 
attempted  to  build  up  the  delapidated  commerce  of 
.France,  by  ministerial   intermeddling   with  what  no 
:  minister  can  possibly  either  direct  or  understand  so 
well  as  the  merchants  themselves. 

Besides,  every  free  country  manufactures  as  fast  as 
its  wants  and  interests  demand ;  because  every  country, 
as  well  as  every  individual,  prefers  a  home  to  a  foreign 
market,  for  the  purpose  of  barter,  sale,  and  purchase. 
Nevertheless,  the  interests  of  agriculture  are  quite  in- 
adequate to  contend  with  the  spirit  of  encroachment 
and  monopoly  so  inherent  in  the  very  nature  of  manu- 
facturers. Manufacturers  enjoy  a  great  advantage  over 
the  farmers,  who  are  scattered  thinly  throughout  the 
country,  in  the  facility  of  combining  together,  and 
acting  in  large  bodies,  so  as  to  compel  the  government 
to  listen  to  their  complaints.  Their  standing  com- 
mittees, and  eternal  clamour  about  the  dignity  of  pa- 
triotism, and  the  necessity  of  not  depending  on  foreign 
nations  for  articles  of  use  and  convenience,  are  always 
«.n  overmatch  for  the  yeomen^  who,  widely  separated 
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from  each  other,  cannot  act  in  such  close  concert,  nor 
with  such  efficient  activity  and  perseverance.  Add  to 
.which,  many  of  the  Members  of  Congress,  themselves 
farmers,  and  therefore  peculiarly  representing  the  agri- 
cultural interests,  are  deeply  engaged  in  manufactures 
and  banks ;  whence  they  are  not  so  clear-sighted  to  the 
evils  of  a  monopolyj  on  the  part  of  the  manufacturers, 
as  they  otherwise  might  be. 

During  the  late  war  with  England,  manufactures 
thrived  in  the  United  States,  precisely  because  they 
had  a  monopoly  of  the  home  market,  and  cofnpelled 
the  consumer  to  pay  above  a  hundred  per  cent,  more 
for  goods  of  an  inferior  quality  to  those  which  might 
have  been  imported  from  Europe  at  half  the  price,  if 
our  ports  had  been  open  for  the  admission  of  foreign 
commodities.  At  that  period  there  was  a  capital  of 
about  S  1 ,000,000,000  employed  in  carrying  on  Ame- 
rican manufactures ;  but  on  the  return  of  peace,  the 
influx  of  European  goods  reduced  the  price  to  at  least 
one-half,  and  stopped  perhaps  more  than  half  of  the 
manufacturing  establishments  in  the  Union ;  so  that  the 
capital  now  employed  in  American  manufactories 
scarcely  reaches  the  sum  of  five  hundred  millions  of 
dollars.  Nevertheless,  our  manufacturers  are  convinced 
that  continuing  this  war  monopoly,  and  compelling  the 
American  people  to  pay  a  double  price  for  all  their  articles 
of  consumption,  would  materially  promote  the  national 
welfare  of  the  United  States.  Whether  or  not  the  ge- 
neral government  is  to  be  borne  down  by  this  incessant 
clamour,  and  sacrifice  the  interests  of  the  rest  of  the 
community  to  those  of  a  very  small  portion  of  that 
community,  remains  yet  to  be  seen.  The  President,  in 
his  Message  of  the  2d  of  December,  says,  "  Our  manu- 
factures will  require  the  continued  attention  of  Con- 
gress: the  capital  employed  in  them  is  considerable, 
and  the  knowledge  acquired  in  the  machinery  and  fabric 
of  all  the  most  useful  manufactures  is  of  great  value : 
their  preservation,  which  depends  on  due  encouragement ^ 
is  connected  with  the  high  interests  of  the  nation.** 
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Few  nations^  however,  can  boast  of  $kill  and  itige^ 
nuity  in  manufactures^  and  espccidly  improvements  in 
labour-saving  machinery,  equal  to  those  which  have^ 
been  exhibited  and  discovered  in  the  progress  of  the 
mechanical  arts  in  the  United  States.     The  causes  of 
this  superior  ingenuity  and  skill  are  various.    The  high 
price  of  labour,  and  the  comparative  scarcity  of  la- 
bourers, offer  a  continual  bounty  of  certain  and  imme- 
diate  remuneration  to  all  those  who  shall  succeed  in  the 
construction  of  any  machinery  that  may  be  substituted 
in  the  place  of  human  labour.     Add  to  this,  the  entire 
freedom  of  vocation  enjoyed  by  every  individual  in  this 
country.  .Here  there  are  no  compulsan/ apprenticeships ; 
no  town  and  corporation  restraints,  tying  each  man 
down  to  his  own  peculiar  trade  and  calling,  as  in  Eu- 
rope ;  the  whole,  or  n^early  the  whole  of  which  still 
labours  under  this  remnant  of  feudal  servitude.    In  the 
United  States  every  man  follows  whatever  pursuit,  and 
in  whatever  place,  his  inclination,  or  opportunity,  or 
interest  prompts  or  permits ;  and  consequently  a  much 
greater  amount  of  active  talent  and  enterprise  is  em- 
ployed in  individual  undertakings  here  than  in  any  other 
country.    Many  men  in  the  United  States  follow  various 
callings,  either  in  succession  or  simultaneously.     One 
.  and  the  same  person  sometimes  commences  his  career 
as  a  farmer,  and,  before  he  dies,  passes  through  the 
several  stages  of  a  lawyer,  clergyman,  merchant,  con- 
gress-man, soldier,^  and  diplomatist.     There  is  also  a 
constant  migration  hither  of  needy  and  desperate  talent 
from  Europe,  which  helps  to  swell  the  aggregate  of 
American  ingenuity  and  invention ;  and  the  European 
discoveries  in  art  and  science  generally  reach  the  United 
States  within  a  few  months  after  they  first  see  the  light 
in  their  own  country,  and  soon  become  amalgamated 
with  those  made^by  Americans  themselves. 

For  information  respecting  the  manufactures  of  the 
United  States,  the  reader  is  referred  to  General  Hamil-' 
ton*s  **  Report  on  the  subject  of  Manufactures,"  made 
in  the  year  1791,  when  he  was  Secretary  of  the  Trca- 
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lury,  in  consequence  of  an  order  of  the  House  of  Rcpre* 
sentatives.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  that  this  is  one 
of  the  ablest  State  Papers  which  ever  came  from  the 
pen  of  man.  See  also  the  list  of  American  patents^ 
published  by  order  of  Congress ;  Mr,  Tench  Coxe*s 
^  View  of  the  United  States  ;"  Mr.  Fessenden  s  "  Re- 
gister of  the  Arts  ;**  Dr.  Redman  Coxe's  "  Emporium 
of  the  Arts  and  Sciences  ;'*  and  Mr.  Pitkin  s  "  Statistics 
of  the  United  States." 

The  following  very  slight  summary  of  American  ma- 
nufactures is  all  that  the  limits  of  the  present  work  will 
allow. 

What  the  present  annual  value  of  manufactures  in 
the  United  States  is  has  not  been  ascertained;  but^ 
before  the  peace  of  1815  had  reduced  their  monopoly 
price^  and  diminished  the  number  of  manufacturing 
establishments,  their  yearly  value  was  estimated  thus : 

Manufactures  of  Wood *25,000,000 

Leather 24,000,000 

Soap  ^ndTallow  Candles    1 0,000,000 
Spermaceti  Candles  &  Oil       500,000 

Refined  Sugar 1,600,000 

Cards 300,000 

Hats 13,000,000 

Spirituous  and  malt  liquors  1 4,000,000 

Iron 18,000,000 

Cotton,  Wool,  and  Flax      45,000,000 

Making  a  Total  of <9l^l,400,O0O 

m     ■     ii  I ■ 

Of  this*  amount  nearly  the  whole  is  consumed  at 
home^  as  appears  from  the  following  table  of  EfKports : 
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EXPORTS  OF  MANUFACTURES. 

1 

From  domestic  mate- 

From foreign  mate- 

Total  of  botli. 

Yean. 

1. 

rials. 

riala. 

1803 

»    790,000 

%  566,000 

*  1,350,000 

1804 

1,650,000 

450,000 

2,100,000 

1805 

1,579,000 

721,000 

2,300,000 

1806 

1,889,000 

818,000 

2,707,000 

1807 

1,652,000 

468,000 

2,120,000 

1808 

309,000 

36,000 

344,000 

1809 

1,266,000 

240,000 

1,506,000 

1810 

1,359,000 

558,000 

1,917,000 

1811 

2,062,000 

314,000 

2,376,000 

1813 

1,136,000 

220,000 

1,353,000 

1813 

372,000 

18,000 

390,000 

1814 

233,200 

13,100 

246,000 

1815 

1,321,000 

232,000 

1,553,000 

1816 

1,415,000 

340,000 

* 

1,755,000 

The  manufactures  from  foreign  materials  are,  spirits 
from  molasses,  refined  sugar,  chocolate,  gunpowder, 
brass  and  copper,  and  medicines.  The  manufacture  of 
wool  is  extending  rapidly,  in  the  United  States,  The 
Merino  breed  thrives  well  in  this  climate,  and  their 
number  is  augmenting  fast  throughout  the  Union.  The 
whole  number  of  sheep  already  reaches  nearly  twenty  * 
millions,  and  is  continually  increasing.  The  British 
Isles  maintain  about  thirty  millions  of  sheep  ;  only  one- 
third  more  than  the  American,  sheep,  of  all  kinds,  taken 
together  ;  and  the  United  States  can  easily  support 
twenty  times  their  present  number.  In  the  articles  of 
iron  and  hemp,  and  more  especially  hemp,  the  United 
States,  probably,  will  soon  be  independent  of  Russia 
and  the  rest  of  the  world.  The  culture  of  hemp  suc- 
ceeds in  many  parts  of  the  Union,  especially  in  Keri*- 
tucky,  which,  in  one  year,  produced  upwards  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  hundred-weight,  va- 
lued at  (8*700,000  and  made  also,  in  the  same  year^ 
forty  thousand  hundred-weight  of  cordage,  valued   at 
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§400,000,  making  a  million  and  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  for  these  two  articles.  The  manufacture  of 
cotton  increases  rapidly  here ;  and  the  quantity  con- 
sumed in  the  country,  on  the  average  of  the  years 
1811,  1812,  and  1813,  exceeds  twenty  millions  of 
pounds  weight. 

The  manufactures  of  wood  are  household  furniture, 
carriages  of  every  kind,  and  ship-building,  and  pot  and 
pearl  ashes.  The  manufactures  of  leatlier  are  boots, 
shoes,  harness,  and  saddles.  Soap  and  tallow  candles 
are  manufactured  both  in  establishments  and  in  fami- 
lies. Cotton,  wool,  and  flax,  are  manufactured  both 
in  establishments  and  in  families.  Iron  abounds  in 
the  United  States  :  fifty  thousand  tons  of  bar  iron  are 
consumed  annually,  of  which  forty  thousand  are  ma- 
nufactured at  home,  and  ten  thousand  imported.  Sheet, 
slit,  and  hoop  iron,  are  almost  wholly  of  home  manu- 
facture ;  as  are  cut  nails,  three  hundred  tons  of  which 
are  annually  exported.  Cutlery,  and  the  finer  speci- 
mens of  hardware  and  steel  work,  are  still  imported 
from  Britain.  Of  the  copper  and  brass  manufactured, 
the  zinc  is  chiefly,  and  the  copper  wholly,  imported. 
Of  the  tin  ware,  the  sheets  are  all  imported.  Lead 
is  made  into  shot ;  and  colours  of  lead,  red  and  white 
lead,  are  imported  to  a  large  amount.  Hated  ware  is 
made  in  large  quantities  in  Philadelphia,  New- York, 
Boston,  Baltimore,  and  Charleston.  The  manufac- 
ture of  gunpowder  nearly  supplies  the  home  market, 
as  do  coarse  earthen  ware,  window  glass,  glass  bottles, 
and  decanters.  About  a  million  bushels  of  salt  are 
manufacture  annually,  and  three  times  that  quantity 
imported.  White  crockery  ware  is  said  to  be  made  in 
Philadelphia  of  as  good  quality  as  any  in  England. 

Saltpetre  is  manufactured  largely  in  Virginia,  Ken- 
tucky, Massachusetts,  East  and  West  Tennessee.  Sugar 
from  the  maple  tree  is  produced  in  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
Vermont,  and  East  Tennessee,  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
ten  millions  of  pounds  weight  annually.  West  Tennes- 
see and  Vermont  afford  abundance  of  good  copperas. 
Twenty-five  millions  of  gallons  of  ardent  spirits  ar§i  an- 
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nually  distilled^  and  annually  consumed  in  the  United 
States.  Four  hundred  water  and  horse-mills,  working 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  spindles,  are  em- 
ployed in  spinning  cotton.  The  fulling-mills  amount 
to  two  thousand ;  and  the  number  of  looms  exceeds 
four  hundred  thousand ;  and  the  number  of  yards  of 
cloth,  manufactured  from  wool,  cotton,  and  flax,  is 
about  one  hundred  millions.  There  are  three  hundred 
gunpowder-mm, ;  six  hundred  furnaces,  forges,  and 
bloomeries,  and  two  hundred  paper-mills. 

In  the  state  of  Vermont  the  chief  manufacture&r  are 
of  iron,  lead,  nipe-cky,  marble,  distilleries,  maj^e- 
sugar,  flour,  and  wool.  In  Massachusetts^  die  priiiNi 
cipal  manufactures  are  duck,  cotton,  woollen,  cot* 
nails  (by  a  machine  inrented  in  Newburyport,  and 
capable  of  cutting  two  hundred  thousand  in  a-dagr), 
paper,^  cotton  and  wool  cards,  pla}dng  cardis^  shoes^ 
silk  and  thread  lace,  wire^  snufi^,  oil,  chocolate  and 
powder-miUs^  iron-works,  and  slitting'-mills,  and  milk 
tor  sawing  lumber,  grinding  grain,  and  fulling  dolb^ 
^stiUeries,  and  glass^  In  Rhode-island  are  manufac- 
tured cottoA,  linen,  and  tow  cloth,  iron,  rumv  spi^ 
fi%  paper,  wool  amd  cotton  cards,  spermaceti,  sugar, 
mMmne^  for  cutting  screws,  and  furnaces  for  casting 
Kollbw-ware.^  In  Connecticut  are  manu£auctured  silk^ 
wool,  card-teeth  (bent  and  cut  by  a  machine  to  tho 
ifumber  of  eighty-six  thousaixl  in  aft  hour),  button^^ 
Unen^  cotton,  glassy  mkXiS,  powder,  iron,  paper,  oil> 
a!nd  very  siq)erior  fire-arms,  in  New-York  are  m«- 
nafaetured  wheel  carriages  of  all  kinds,  the  common 
manu&ctures,  re&ied  sugar,  potter  s  ware,  lunbreUasv 
musical  instruments,^  g^ss,  iron,  and  steam-boats,  ha 
New-Jersey  are  numerous  tanneries,  leather  manufac* 
tories,  iron-work^,  powdei^mills,  cotton,  paper,  cop- 
per-mines, tead  mines^  stone  and  shite  quame^.  In 
Pbnni^lyania^  there  are  valuable  colleries  on  the  Lehigh 
liver,  distilleifies^  rope-'Walks,  sugar-houdefr,  bait^powder 
manuf^tbfies,  iron  foundedries,  shot  maniifkctorti^ 
steam-^n^nes,,  mill  machinery,  the  pneumatic  e^^k  fer 
tttp{mig  ai{t4£g)k  csasks,  h^rostiati^  Mdw-pipe^  tj/f^ 
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f[>uaderies^  improvements  in  printings  and  a  carpet 
maaufactory.  in  Delaware  there  are  cotton  and  bolt- 
ing*cloth  and  powder  manufactories^  fulling^  snuff,  slit- 
tii^9  paper,  gF^m^  and  saw-mills.  In  Maryland  sire 
ircMi-woric:^  collieries,  grist-mills,  glass-works,  stills,  pa- 
per-mills, and  cotton.  In  Virginia  there  are  lead-amines, 
which  yield  abundantly,  iron  mines,  copper  mines,  vast 
collieries^  and  marble  quarries.  In  Kentucky  are  m»» 
nufactured  cotton,  wire,  paper,  and  oil.  In  Ohio  ship- 
building is  carried  to  a  great  extent ;  indeed,  in  this 
branch  of.manufactures  the  Americans  generally  surpass 
the  mechanics  of  all  otlier  countries.  In  North  Caro^ 
lina  the  pitch-pine  affords  excellent  pitch,  tar,  turpen*- 
tine,  and  lumber;  there  are  also  iron-works,  and  a 
gcM  mine,  which  has  furnished  the  mint  of  the  United 
States  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  virgin  gold.  la 
South  Carolina  there  are  gold,  silver,  lead,  black-lead^ 
copper  and  iron  mines,  as  also  pellucid  stones  of  di£* 
ferent  hues>  coarse  cornelian,  variegated  marble,  nitrous 
stoBfi  and  sand,  red  and  yellow  ochres,  potter  s  day^ 
fillips  ecurdi,  and  a  number  of  die-stuffs,  chidk,  cmda 
alimi),  sulphur,  nitre,  and  vitriol.  In  Georgia  the  man 
nufactures  are  indigo,  silk,  and  sago.  In  Louisiana,  are 
manufactured  cotton,  wool,  cordage,  shot,,  and  hair-* 
powder.  ^ 

CN^  the  many  places  in  the  Union  well  adapted  fbv 
manu&cturing  establishments^  it  is  sufficient,  at  present, 
ta  notice  tlie  few  following: — The  town  of  Patterson,, 
in  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  is,  perhaps,  as  excellentl^r 
situated  for  this  purpose  as  any  spot  in  the  world;  The! 
&lls'  o£  the  Passaic  tiver  afford  every  convenience  that 
li^tear  cim  give  to  put  in  motion  machinery  to  any  ex^ 
tlBut*  In  1.79 1 ,  2L  Manufacturing  Company  was  incoipo^ 
isttediby  the  New-Jersey  Legislature,  with  great  privii* 
l^g^8«  A  subscription  for  the  encouragement  of  eveatyt 
kmdof  manufacture  was  opened,  under  the  patronager 
oft  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  five  himdred  thousandi  dol^ 
laars  were,  subscribed,  and.  works  erected  atthe:  falls  of 
the  Passaic*  During  thei  late  war,  the  Pattersoa^manu^ 
£icture8.'4Diui8hed^«  and  were  rendo-ed  profitableito  tiho 
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proprietors  by  their  monopoly  price.  Since  the  peace 
they  have  declined  considerably  ;  but  there  still  remain 
some  valuable  cotton  and  paper  manufactories  ;  and  so 
admirable  is  the  situation  of  the  place,  that  manufac- 
tures cannot  fail  to  flourish  there  as  fast  and  as  abun* 
dantly  as  the  wants  and  inclination,  and  interest  of  th« 
United  States  demand.  The  manufacture  of  sugar, 
fix)m  the  cane,  thrives  well ;  and  is  increasing  rapidly 
in  Louisiana  and  Georgia. 

There  is  no  part  of  the  world,  probably,  where,  in 
proportion  to  its  population,  a  greater  number  of  inge- 
nious mechanics  may  be  found  than  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  its  immediate  neighbourhood;  or  where, 
in  proportion  to  the  capital:  employed,  manufactures 
thnve  better;  and  certainly,  more  manufacturing  capi- 
tal is  put  in  motion  in  that  than  in  any  other  city  of  the 
Union.  The  town  of  Wilmington,  and  its  vicinity,  in 
the  State  of  Delaware,  are,  for  their  size,*  the  greatest 
seats  of  manufactures  in  the  United  States ;  and  are 
capable  of  much  improvement,  the  country  being  hilly, 
and  abounding  with  running  water.  The  Brandywinei 
river  might,  at  a  comparatively  small  expense,  be  car- 
ried to  tihe  top  of  the  hill  on  which  Wilmington  is  si- 
tuated, and  make  a  fall  sufficient  to  supply  fifty  mills, 
in  addition  to  those  ali*&ady  built.  The  town  of  Pitts- 
burgh, in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  situated  beyond 
the  Alleghany  hills,  on  the  confluence  of  the  Mononga^ 
hela  and  Alleghany  rivers,  where  their  junction  forms 
the  Ohio,  promises,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  to 
become  the  Birmingham  of  America.  It  has  coal  in  all 
abundance,  and  of  a  very  superior  quality ;  its  price  is 
not  quite  three-pence  sterling  a  bushel.  It  is  supposed 
that  the  whole  tract  of  country  between  the  Laurel 
Mountain,  Mississippi,  and  Ohio,  yields  coal.  Pitts- 
burgh, in  addition  to  various  other  manufactures,  is  said 
to  make  glass  bottles,  tumblers,  and  decanters,  of  equal 
quality  to  any  that  are  imported  from  Europe.  It  has 
an  inland  navigation,  interrupted  only  by  the  falls  at 
Louisville,  of  two  thousand  four  hundred  miles  down 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  to  New-Orleans,  and  an  inex- 
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haustible  market  for  its  manufactures  in  all  the  States 
and  settlements  on  the  borders  of  those  mighty  rivers* 

But  the  most  extraordinary,  and  most  important 
manu&cture  in  the  United  States^  and  perhaps  in  the 
world,  is  that  of  steamrhoais ;  for  an  interesting  and  in- 
structivc  account  of  which,  the  reader  is  rwerred  to 
Mr.  Colden*s  valuable  Life  of  Mr.  Fulton,  A  very  few 
facts  and  observations  are  all  that  can  find  a  place  here^ 
Without  entering  into  the  dispute^  respecting  the  me- 
chanicians who  first  appUed  the  force  of  steam  to  the 
purposes  of  navigation,  it  is  certain  that  no  one  applied 
it  success^Uy  yrioT  to  Mr.  Pulton;  theproof  of  which 
18  to  be  found  in  the  fact,  that  since  the  accomplish- 
ment of  this  scheme  in  the  United  States,  the  use  of 
steanir-boats  has  become  common  in  Europe ;  whereas^ 
before  -dnt  period,  the  attempts  to  propel  boats  fay 
8ttiu%  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  w^re  eminently 
vain  pad  Ihutless.  Great  numbers  of  steam-boats  hw6 
beeii  laimched  in  Britain  within  a  few  years  past;  yet 
the  ptineqi^es^  on  which  they  are  navigated  do  not  Bp- 
pear  to  be^fhlly  understood  in  that  country,  if  we  maty 
judge^from  the  accounts  given  by  those  who  have  seen 
and  travelled  in  them,  and  by  some  recent  publications 
on  this  subject.  In  the  year  1 807,  the  first  steam-boat 
plied  between  the  cities  of  New-York  and  Albany ;  and 
since  that  time,  this  mode  of  navigation  has  been  used 
with  great  liuccess  in  many  other  rivers  of  the  Union 
besides  the  Hudson :  nay,  steam-boats  now  ascend  the 
Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  hitherto  nearlyunnavigable, 
except  in  the  direction  of  their  currents.  The  facility, 
eccmomy,  and  despatch  of  travelling,  are  all  wondef- 
fully  au^ented  by  steam  navigation,  the  same  dis- 
tance bemg  now  covered  in  less  than  half  the  time  for- 
merly required.  Albany  is  brought  within  twenty-four 
hours  of  New-York,  instead  of  averaging  three  days  by 
water,  and  two  days  by  land.  The  following  table 
shows  the  great  benefit  derived  to  the  traveller  from  this 
invention ',  and  the  cheapness  of  travelling,  since  food 
as  well  as  conveyance  is  mcluded. 
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From  Philadelphia  to  New. York,   by 3 

steam.boats   and  stages jl^ 

New- York  to  Albany,  by  steam.boaf 
Albany  to  Whitehall,  by  stagey  .  • 
Whitehall  to  St.  John's,  by  steam.) 

boat $ 

St,  John's  to  Montreal . 

Montreal  to  QuebeC|  by  steam.boaf 


'I 


» ■ 


Expense. 

Hours. 

*10 

13 

7 

^4 

8 

12 

9 

26 

3 

4 

10 

24 

ir47 

103 

Miles. 

96 

160 
70 

150 

37 
186 

699 


• .. . 


u-j  la  the  spring  of  1 8 1 7^  a  steam-boat  reachedLouisville, 
, in. Kentucky,  from  Pittsburgh,  in  Pennsylvania,  drop- 
"|3iing  iawn  the  Ohio.    She  displayed  her  power  by  di£- 
^i^rc^t  tacks  in  the  strongest  current  on  the  falls^  and 
^-jr^tumied  oyer  .the  falls,  stemming  the  current  with  ease. 
;AbQut  ^he.same  time  a  large  steam-boa:t  reached  Louis- 
.  grille  4rom  New-Orleans,  laden  with  sugar,  coffee,  wines, 
queensware, :  raisins,  fur,  sheet  lead,  &c.     Her  freight 
exceeded  twenty-five  thousand  dollars-;  so   that  now 
the  western  waters  can  be  ascended  to  any  navigable 
point;  and  the  commerce  of  the  west  is  falling  fast  into 
its  natural  channel.     The  use  of  steam,  applied  to  na- 
vigation,   has  so  effectually  removed  those  obstacles 
which  the  length  and  rapidity  of  the  Mississippi  pre- 
sented to  boats  propelled  by  personal  labour  alone,  that 
a  voyage  from  Louisville  to  New-Orleans  and  back 
again,  a  distance  of  three  thousand  four  hundred  miles, 
can  be  performed  in  thirty-five  or  forty  days  ;  and  the 
property  freighted  is  infinitely  less  liable  to  damage,  and 
is  transported  at  less  than  one-half  the  cost  of  the  route 
across  the  mountains.     Hence  it  does  not  seem  extra- 
vagant to  expect,  that,  in  due  time,  steam-boats  vvill 
find  their  way  "from  the  Atlantic  Ocean  into  our  great 
inland  seas,  by  the  junction  of  the  waters  of  the  Hudson 
river  and  Lake  Erie ;  and,  from  the  lakes,  will  carry 
their  treasures  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Finance^y  8^c.  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  the  duty  of  every  free  government  to  train  ita> 
people  gradually  to  bear  a  due  weight  of  internal  taxa^ 
iiony  in  order  to  raise  an  ample  revenue  for  the  purposes 
of  national  defence,  of  internal  improvement,  of  reward- 
ing long-tried,  faithful  public  services,  and  the  encou* 
ragement  and  patronage  of  literature,  arts,  and  science. 
On  extraordinary  emergencies,  as  the  sudden  breaking 
but  of  war,  or  the  necessity  of  sustaining  a  protracted 
conflict  i^ainst  a  powerful  enemy,  a  liberal  use  should 
be  made  of  the  funding  system;  because  a  nafeona/  deht^ 

f>rovided  it  be  not  so  great  as  to  impede  the  productive 
abour  of  the  community,  is  the  best  possible  mode  of 
combining  immediate  active  and  vigorous  efforts  on  the 
part  of  a  country  with  the  means  of  future  developement 
and  growth ;  it  is,  in  fact,  the  only  scheme  by  which  a 
nation  can  make  great  present  exertions  without  de- 
stroying its  future  resources.  It  is  worse  than  childish^ 
it  is  insane  policy  to  trust,  for  the  public  revenue,  alto^ 
gether  to  the  customs,  or  duties  upon  imported  foreign 
goods  (I  say  imported  only,  because  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution prohibits  the  laying  any  duty  on  exports  from 
the  United  States) — which  a  single  year  of  maritime 
warfare  may  destroy.  This  is  too  contingent,  too  pre- 
carious a  source  of  revenue  on  which  to  stake  the  ope- 
rations of  government,  and  to  balance  the  movements 
of  the  public  weal.  The  customs  of  England,  although 
consisting  of  duties  both  on  imports  and  exports,  do 
not  maker  one-tenth  of  her  public  revenue ;  sli^  wisely 
leaiis  upon  internal  taxation  as  the  main  prop  and  sup- 
port of  iier  government  expenditure. 
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In  these  United  States^  the  Washington  administra- 
tion^ under  the  auspices  of  Hamilton  as  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  as  the  great  founder  of  the  system  of  Ameri- 
can finance,  as  the  wise  parent  of  pubhc  credit  in  this 
country,  laid  the  foundation  of  an  internal  revenue  by 
moderate  and  judiciously  imposed,  taxes.  The  first  act 
of  Mr.  Jefferson  s  practical  ministiy  was  to  abolish  the 
whole  of  this  system,  and  leave  the  public  revenue  to 
rest  altogether  upon  the  customs.  Mr.  Madison  sedu- 
lously clun^  to  this  same  feeble  and  dastardly  policy, 
long  after  the  failure  of  revenue,  the  bankruptcy  of  the 
government,  and  the  necessities  of  the  country,  had 
proved  its  entire  fallacy  and  folly.  Towards  the  close 
of  the  last  war,  his  party,  reluctantly  and  fearfully,  laid 
tome  internal  taxes  on  land,  houses,  and  manufactures, 
not  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  ten  millions  of  dollars ; 
a  considerable  portion  of  which  they  have  actually  re- 
pealed since  the  peace.  Mr.  Munroe  has  a  noble  op^ 
portunity  of  being,  in  fact y  a  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  not  merely  the  leader  of  a  dominant  faction  3 
and  if  he  be  wise  to  consult  the  real  interests  of  the 
Union,  he  will  at  once  labour  resolutely  to  establish  a 
permanent  system  of  internal  taxation,  sufficiently  ample 
for  all  present  purposes,  and  containing  in  itself  die 
germs  of  a  gradusd  increase,  keeping  equal  pace  with 
the  growing  resources,  wealth,  and  population  of  thc^ 
United  States.  The  revenue  of  a  state,  so  far  as  re- 
gards national  power,  prosperity,  strength,  and  great- 
ness, is  emphatically  the  State ;  and  a  government, 
whose  income  is  scanty  and  precarious,  cannot  fail  to 
become  nerveless  and  despicable.  Since  this  hope  was 
expressed,  Mr.  Munroe  has,  actually,  in  his  message  of 
3a  December,  1817^  recommended  to  Congress  the 
repeal  of  all  internal  taxes ! 

Hiere  is,  indeed,  an  awful  tendency  in  all  parties  of 
the  American  people  towards  what,  by  a  miserable  mis-i 
nomer,  is  called  economy ;  as  if  a  system,  which  pre-* 
vents  the  government  from  calling  out  the  resources  of 
the  countfy,  firom  rewarding  its  public  servants;  firom 
jpreterving  a  emnmanding  attitude  in  respect  to  foreign 
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potentates^  were  not  the  most  pernicious  prodigali^ ! 
7he  proceedings  in  Congress^  during  the  two  last 
iMrinters^  were,  in  this  point  of  view^  portentous.  The 
x*eduction  of  the  direct  tax,  from  ^  to  <Ar«e  millions  of 
ciollars,  and  the  limitation  of  those  three  millions  to  only 
one  year,  are  fearful  omens  of  the  entire  extinction  of 
tiiat  tax.  Nay,  in  the  month  of  February  last,  a  propo- 
sition was  made  to  abolish  all  the  internal  taxes ;  a 
seheme,  say  its  advocates,  that  failed  only  because  it 
^was  introduced  too  late  in  the  session.;  and  which  may 
t>e  carried  into  a  law,  by  a  triumphant  msgority^  at  the 
next  meeting  of  the  national  legislature. 

The  reduction  of  the  regular  army  probably  would 

£>llow,  as  a  mtatter  of  course,  on  the  repeal  of  the  io- 

tejmal  taxes.    Indeed,  it  was  proposed  m  the  Senate 

last  .spring,  on  the  ground  that  ten  thousand  soldiers  are 

«lang!Brous  to  the  liberties  of  the  American  people  ;  and, 

"therefore,  should  be  diminished  to  five  thousand.    Bri* 

tain  has.  an  army  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 

men,  stationed  at  home,  in  France,  and  in  colonial  £ar« 

risonft;  besides  her  mihtia,  amounting  to  two  hundred 

thousand,  and  her  Sepoy  troops  in  the  East-Indies,  rated 

«it  a  hundred  and  fifty  thousand.     And  yet,  no  man  in 

liis  sober  senses  believes  that  the  liberties  of  the  British 

people  are  endangered  by  this  standing  army.     The 

^berties  of  England  are  not  about  to  expire  under  the 

pressure  of  her  military,  or  the  encroachments  of  her 

^vemment ;  if  they  are  to  perish,  they  will  perish  un-^ 

der  the  daggers  of  her  democracy :  if  she  is  to  be  blotted 

out  from  the  list  of  independent  and  powerful  nations^ 

ahe  will  be  erased  from  that  high  scroll  by  the  paricidal 

liand  of  her  own  rabble,  led   on  to  their  own  and 

their  count»y*s  perdition  by  anarchial  reformers,  who 

are  alike  bankrupt  in  fortune,  reputation,  character^ 

and  principle.    But  we  have  no  occasion  to  entertain 

sudi  fears  ;at  present ;  for,  while  the  sovereign  governs 

under  the  benignant  influence  of  the  laws;  while 

^e  people  are  free ;  while  religion,  morals,  intelli^ 

gence,   learning,   science,    industry,    enterprise,  and 

valour^  continue  to  make  England  their  favoured  abode^ 


70  '      8TANDIKG  ARMY. 

the  «uii  of  her  national  glory  can  never  set,  but  will 
bum  with  brighter  andstillbrighterlight,  until  all  the  ages 
of  time  shall  be  lost  in  the  profound  of  eternity.  The 
standing  army  of  Britain  may  hp  too  numerous  and 
too  expensive  for  the  present  dilapidated  state  of  her 
finances ;  but,  in  regard  to  the  liberties  of  her  people, 

-  ;t  is  utterly  harmless  and  innocent. 

How  much  more  a  fortiori  then  must  the  liberties  of 
the  American  people  be  secure,  under  the  presence  of 
ten  thousand  men,  mostly  native  citizens,  and  com- 
manded by  officers,  whose  courage,  loyalty,  and  talents 
have  been  displayed  on  the  battle-field,  and  have  re- 

.  ceived  the  reward  of  their  country's  gratitude !  This 
Kttle  army  is  divided  and  stationed  in  garrisons  along  the 
Atlantic  coast,  from  the  District  of  Maine  to  St.  Mary's, 
in  Georgia,  a  distance  of  nearly  two  thousand  miles, 
and  on  the  west,  from  the  lakes  to  New-Orleans,  a  dis- 
tance still  greater.  The  American  citizens  are  intelli- 
gent, well  educated,  and  awake  to  the  preservation  of 
fiieit  liberties ;  every  where  armed,  and  trained  to  the 
use  of  arms,  and  comprising  a  militia  of  nearly  a  mil- 
lion of  free  men.  Are  such  a  country,  and  such  a 
people,  in  jeopardy,  as  to  their  freedom,  from  the  ex- 
istence of  a  standing  army  df  ten  thousand  men  ? 

Upon  what  ground  of  political  forecast  and  wisdom 
is  it,  that  so  many  members  of  the  Congress,  and  so  large 
apportion  of  the  people  out  of  the  national  legislature, 
seem  bent  upon  lessening  the  defences  of  the  country ; 
and  that,  too,  precisely  at  the  moment  when  the  United 
States,  by  their  rapid  augmentation  in  greatness,  and  by 
the  peculiar  condition  of  the  world,  which  has  thrown 
all  Europe  into  the  hands  of  three  or  four  powerftj 
sovereigns,  arid  which  forbids  the  very  existence  of 
any  weak  or  nerveless  government,  are  more  than  ever 
exposed  to  disturbance  in  their  foreign  relations? 
Against  all  saving  of  mere  money,  at  the  expense  of 
national  dignity  and  strength,  it  behoves  the  American 
government  to  contend  with  all  its  influence,  power, 
and  vigilance.  And,  unless  the  government  gradually 
train  its  people  to  bear  the  weight  of  due  taxatioi[i,  how 
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can  it  expect  tKeir  adequate  support  in  a  fierce  and 
protracted  struggle  for  national  superiority,  or  sove^ 
reignty,  or  existence?  Are  the  people  of  the  United 
States  prepared,  now,  for  such  a  conflict,  as  the  British 
people  have,  with  so  much  courage,  and  wisdom,  and 
perseverance,  endured  for  five  and  twenty  years,  and 
finally  conducted  to  so  triumphant  an  issue  ?  A  con- 
flict which,  at  the  expense  of  seven  hundred  milHons  of 
pounds  sterling,  and  of  three  hundred  thousand  lives, 
has  broken  down  the  power  of  revolutionary  France, 
and  rescued  Europe,  America  herself,  and  the  whole 
world,  from  impending  bondage  ? 

If  not,  how  are  they  to  acquire  such  habits  of  endur-* 
ing  patriotism  and  loyalty  ?  When  the  danger  comes, 
it  will  be  too  late ;  it  will  then  be  in  vain  to  appeal  to 
the  fears  and  hopes  of  the  people,  to  talk  of  forced 
loans,  and  of  conscriptions,  of  requisitions  of  men  and 
money.  The  government  alone  can  inspire  such  high 
and  heroic  habits,  into  the  people,  by  a  wisely  adjusted 
system  of  internal  taxation,  which,  increasing  with  the 
augmenting  wealth  and  population  of  the  Union,  will 
enable  government  to  call  out,  either  on  a  sudden,  or 
for  a  continuance,  all  the  resources  of  the  country, 
whether  for  the  purpose  of  defence  or  offence,  when- 
ever the  interests  ot  the  nation  may  require.  Not  a 
moment  ought  to  be  lost  in  laying  the  foimdation  of 
such  a  system  ;  to  frame  which  may  well  employ  tlie 
deepest  reflection  of  our  ablest  legislators  and  finan- 
ciers ;  that  the  taxes  shall  be  so  laid  as  not  to  obstruct 
the  progress  of  productive  labour,  nor  divert  capital 
from  its  legitimate  objects,  but  leave  all  individual  effort 
free  to  find  the  advantages  of  unrestrained  competition 
in  every  allowable  pursuit. 

The  banking  capital  of  the  United  States  exceeds  a 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  In  most  of  the  States  there 
are  several  chartered  banks  for  the  purposes  of  dis- 
count and  deposit.  The  United  States  Bank  has  a 
capital  of  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars,  of  which  the 
general  government  is  a  stockholder  to  the  amount  of 
ijeven  millions,  and   appoints  five  out  of  twepty-fivc 
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directors^  twenty  being  chosen  aiuiuaUjr  by  the  stocks 
holders  at  large.  The  mfluence  which  government  has 
over  tliis  bank  will  greatly  facilitate  all  its  monied 
operations  in  future^  both  in  war  and  in  peace.  The 
intrinsic  benefits  which  banking  institutions  afford  to 
every  commercial  community  are  too  well  known  to 
require  any  minute  elucidation.  .  The  youthful  student 
will  find  those  benefits  fiilly  displayed  in  Sir  James 
Stuart's  Work  on  political  ecoiiomy ;  Dr.  Smith's 
*^  Wealth  of  Nations,**  and  iii  Mr.  Thornton's  admirable 
Treatise  on  Paper  Credit. 

The  nationsJ  debt  of  the  United  States  at  present 
does  not  amount  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  millions  of 
dollars.  The  expense  of  the  revolutionary  war,  which 
gave  independence  and  sovereignty  to  America,  was 
upwards  of  one  himdred  and  thirty-five  millions  of 
dollars.  About  one-half  of  this  expense  was  paid  by 
taxes,  levied  and  collected  during  the  war,  and  the 
residue  remained  a  debt  due  from  the  United  and  the 
separate  States  on  the  return  of  peace,  in  1783.  The 
advances  made  fi-om  the  American  Treasury  were  prin- 
cipally in  paper,  called  Continental  Money,  which,  ul- 
timately, depreciated  so  much  that  one  thousand  dollars 
would  not  buy  more  than  one  dollar  in  silver ;  but  the 
specie  value  of  the  debt,  independently  of  the  paper 
depreciation,  amounted  in  April,  1783,  to  (S'42,000,375, 
and  the  annual  interest  to  (S'2,41 5,956.  The  interest^ 
however,  was  not  paid  under  the  old  confederation ; 
and  in  1790,  the  debt  amounted  to  <8'54, 124,464 ;  and 
the  State  debts,  including  interest,  were  estimated  at 
^25,000,000.  Mr.  Hamilton,  the  first  Secretary  of  the 
Treasiuy,  afler  the  establishment  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, advised  the  general  government  to  assume 
the  whole  of  this  debt,  both  state  and  continental, 
amounting  to  (S'79,000,000,  and  bearing  an  annual  in- 
terest of  <8'4,*  87,444,  but  Congress  assumed  only 
^21,500,000,  of  the  debts  of  the  several  States,  which 
were  appropriated  to  each  State.  On  the  31st  day  of 
December,  179^,  the  sum  total  of  the  unredeemed  debt 
was  ^76,096,468.     ^ 
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Provision  was  made  by  law,  first  for  paying  the  in- 
terest, and  then  for  the  redemption  of  the  capital  of  ^e 
debt.     For  the  pa3ntnent  of  the  interest,  the  permanent 
duties  on  imported  articles,   the  tonns^  duties,  and 
duties  on  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States,  and 
on  stills,  after  reserving  fS'6oo,000  for  the  sapport  of 
the  general  government  and  the  national  defence,  were 
appropriated  and  pledged.     The  Sinking  Fund,  for  the 
redemption  of  the  debt,  was^  placed  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  President  of  the  Senate,  the  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney  General,  for  the 
time  being,  as  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
which  consisted  of  the  surplus  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage  to  the  end  of  the  year  177^  >  ^he  proceeds 
of  loans,  not  exceeding  <8'2,000,000 ;  the  interest  on  the 
public  debt,  purchased,  redeemed,  or  paid  into  the 
Treasiuy,  together  with  the  surpluses  of  monies  ap- 
propriated for  interest ;  and,  lastly,  the  avails  of  tne 
public  lands.     The  amount  of  debt  purchased  by  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  up  to  the  3 1  st  of 
December,  1794,  was  *2,265,029.     In  March,  1795, 
Congress  made  considerable  additions  to  the  income  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  and  appropriated  and  vested  them  in 
the  Commissioners,  in  trust,  till  the  whole  debt  should 
be  redeemed. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1800,  the  total  debt,  funded 
and  temporary,  of  the   United  States,  amounted  to 
^9^4-33,820;    the  debts   contracted    by  the  general 
govemnient   from    the    year    1790    to   1800,     being 
#10,786,100,  and  the  debts  discharged  during  that 
time  being  <8'8, 164,232.     The  causes  of  the  augmenta- 
tion of  the  debt  were  the  extraordinary  expenses  in- 
curred in  the  wars  with  the  Indians;  j8'1, 250,000  ex- 
pended in  suppressing  two  insurrections  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, on  account  of  the  tax  on  whiskey ;    more  than 
#1,500,000  spent  in  the  transactions  of  the  United 
States  with  Algiers  and  the  other  Barbary  powers,  and 
the  still  neater  expenses  occasioned  by  the  disputes 
whh  revolutionary  irmce,  in  1798  mi  1799.    On  a 
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change  of  administration^  in  1 80 1 ,  the  Sinking  Fund  was 
modified  anew^  and  on  the  9&th  of  Aprils  1 803,  Con- 
gress enacted,  that  (S7,300,000  should  be  appropriated 
annually  to  the  Sinking  Fund ;  which  was  to  be  ap- 
plied first  to  paying  the  interest  and  principal  of  the 
public  (jlebt.  In  1  SOS,  the  amount  of  debt  vrjas  a  little 
more  than  *70,000,000,  of  which  *32,119,211  were 
owned  by  foreigners — by  the  English,  ^S  15,8  82,797; 
the  Dutch,  *!  3,693,9 18 ;  other  foreigners,  *«,542,49i* 
Of  the  residue,  particular  States  ov^ned  j8'i,603,564? ; 
incorporated  bodies  in  the  United  States,  jS' 1 0,096,39 8 ; 
individuals,  *22,330,606. 

In  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  the  United  States  paid 
the  French  government  JS  i  5,000,000 ;  of  which 
*8'3,750,000  were  to  be  paid  to  the  American  mer- 
chants, for  their  claims  on  that  government,  and 
<8'I1, 250,000  to  be  paid  in  stock,  at  six  per  cent. — the 
interest  payable  in  Europe,  and  the  principal  payable 
in  four  equal  annual  instalments,  the  first  becoming  due 
in  1818.  By  the  Act  of  Congress,  iOth  Nov,  1803, 
creating  this  stock,  «8'700,000  annually  was  added  to 
the  Sinking  Fund,  making  its  income  s8'S,000,000. 
After  the  United  States  had  concluded  peace  with 
France,  in  1 800,  the  vast  increase  of  their  revenues, 
arising  from  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  owing  to  a 
rapidly  increasing  population,  and  an  unparalleled  ex- 
tension of  commerce,  enabled  them  to  pay  off  a  large 
proportion  of  the  debt,  which  on  the  1  st  January,  1 84  2, 
was  <8f45, 1 54^489 ;  the  payments  in  redemption, from  the 
Ist  of  April,  1801,  to  Jan.  1,  1812,  being  :8'46,022,8 10. 
During  this  period  no  additional  tax  was  laid,  bxcept  a 
duty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  goods  imported, 
paying  ad  valorem  duties.  The  sums  received  from 
1801  to  1811,  indusdve,  and  applicable  to  the  payment 
of  the  interest  and  principal  of  the  debt  was  about 
1^90,000,000. 

In  the  month  of  June,  1812,  Mr.  Madison  and  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  declared  war  against  Eng- 
land, about  the  same  time  that  Bonaparte  left  France 
with  an  army  of  five  hundred  thousand  men,  for  the^ 
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piurpose  of  subjugating  Russia^  and  completing  his  con* 
tinental  system  for  the  destruction  of  the  Bntish  Em- 
pire. In  anticipation  of  their  war  on  England^  Congress, 
by  an  act  of  the  14th  March^  1813,  authorized  a  loan 
of  *1 1,000,000,  of  which  were  obtained  *10, 184,700 ; 
certain  banks  loaning  fS'S,  1 50,000,  and  the  residue, 
being  18*9,034,700,  was  funded.  About  half  of  this  resi- 
due was  obtained  from  banks,  the  rest  from  individuals. 
In  1813,  the  Sinking  Fund  redeemed  *324,200  of  this 
stock.  On  the  8th  of  Jan.  1 8 1 3,  a  loan  of  jS*!  6,000,000 
was  authorized,  which  sum  was  obtained,  principally 
from  individuals,  at  the  rate  of  88  for  100  dollars  ;  that 
is,  for  every  88  dollars  paid  in  money  a  certificate  of 
stock  for  100  dollars  was  issued,  bearing  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent.  The  stock  issued  for  this  loan  amounted 
to  jS"!  8, 109,377,  giving  a  bonus  to  the  lenders  of 
*20,109,377.  By  an  act  of  August  2,  1813,  a  further 
loan  of  «87,500,000  was  authorized,  which  was  raised, 
by  giving  for  every  100  dollars  received  stock  to  the 
amount  of  <8'113^i  at  six  per  cent.  The  stock  issued 
on  this  loan  was  «8'8,498,583,  allowing  a  bonus  of 
*998,583.  On  the  24th  of  March,  1814,  a  loan  of 
<8'S5,000,000  was  authorized,  of  which  only  *!  1,400,000, 
was  rais^,  and  for  which  jS"!  4,262,3^1  of  stock  was 
issued,  making  a  bonus  of '<8*2,852,000. 

The  terms  of  these  loans  were  so  disastrous  to  the 
government,  so  clearly  indicating  its  want  of  credit, 
and  the  price  of  stocks  so  depressed,  as  to  be  sold  at 
69  and  70  for  cash,  a  depreciation  of  30  p^  cent,  that 
no  more  was  raised  of  the  «8'2 6, 000,000  loan,  and  Trea- 
sury Notes  were  issued  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  On 
all  these  loans,  the  money  received  by  government  was 
only  *4J,934,700,  for  which  i»48,905,012  of  stock  was 
issued,  making  adiiFerence  of  fS'S ,970,3 12  against  the 
United  States  Treasury.  In  addition  to  this,  New-York 
and  Philadelphia  lent  government  money,  for  which 
^1,100,009  of  stock  was  issued,  making  the  whole  stock, 
funded  on  these  loans  to  be  ^50,105,022.  Treasury 
Notes  were  issued  to  the  amount  of  Si  8,452,800.  The 
ascertained  debt  incurred  by  the  late  war,  on  the  20^ 
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cf  Februanr^  1815^  was  ^68,783,633,  ta  which  add  the 
old  debt  of  i939,90i,  1 83,  and  the  total  n^lOSfiSSjMS^ 
to  which  must  be  added  outstanding  debts  to  the  amoimt 
of  tS*  13,000,000,  and  the  whole  debt  of  the  United 
States  is  only  <8?121,688,80J.  On  the  24th  of  February, 
i  815,  the  issue  of  ^25,000,000  of  Treasury  Notes  was 
authorized;  on  the  3d  of  March,  1 8 15,  a  loan  of 
iS^l  8,452,800  was  authorized  to  be  made  in  the  Trea- 
sury Notes  previously  issued. 

The  Sinking  Fund  consists  of  an  annual  appropria* 
tion  of  j8'8,000,000,  arising  from  the  interest  of  the  debt 
redeemed,  amountingin  18 13  to  1*1,932,107  ;  from  the 
sales  of  public  kmdsy  equal  in  that  year  to  <S'830,671,  and 
from  the  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage.  For  the  na- 
ture of  the  British  Sinking  Fund,  and  wherein  it  differs 
from  that  of  the  United  States,  see  ^^  The  Resources  of 
the  British  Empire,"  p.  236,  et  seq.  The  American 
Sinking  Fund  had  redeemed  of  the  national  debt,  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1814,  <8'33,873,463.  In  March, 
1817>  the  Sinking  Fund  income  was  raised  to  ten  miU 
lions  of  dollars. 

The  revenues  of  the  United  States,  previous  to  the 
late  war  against  England,  were  derived  from  duties  and 
taxes  on  imports,  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  spirits 
distilled  within  the  United  States,  and  stills,  postage  o£ 
letters,  taxes  on  patents,  dividends  on  bank  stock,  siiuff 
manufactured  in  the  United  States,  sugar  refined  here, 
sales  at  auction,  licenses  to  retail  wines  and  distilled 
spirits,  carriages  for  the  conveyance  of  persons,  stamped 
paper,  direct  taxes,  and  sales  of  public  lands.  The 
revenues  have  been  chiefly  derived  from  duties  on  im- 
ports .and  tonnage.  Internal  taxes  were  laid  at  dif- 
ferent periods,  by  the  Washington  administration,  but 
were  all  discontinued  by  an  act  passed  in  April,  1 80S, 
under  the  auspices  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  On  the  14th  x>f 
July,  1798,  a  direct  tax  of  i8'2,000,000  was  laid  iqpon 
the  United  States,  and  was  the  only  direct  tax  imposed 
previous  to  the  late  war.  The  customs,  consist  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  of  monies  for  pass- 
ports, clearances,  light-money,  &c*    The  grass  amount 
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of  the  customs  is  what  accrues  on  the  importation  of 
merchandise;  the  net  amount  is  what  remams  after  de- 
ducting the  drawbacks  on  the  exportation  of  the  same 
merchandise;  and  drawbacks  on  domestic  spirits  ex- 
ported,  on  which  a  duty  has  been  paid,  and  bounties 
and  allowances  for  the  fisheries,  and  pn  the  exportation 
of  salted  provisions ;  and,  after  deducting  the  expenses 
of  prosecution  and  collection,  the  amount  is  secured 
to  government  by  bonds  payable  at  different  periods, 
according  to  the  term  of  credit  given  to  the  importer. 

The  amount  of  the  actual  receipts  from  the  Customs, 
fipom  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  the  commencement  of 
the  government,  to  the  30th  of  June,  I8I6,  was. 


In  1791 ^4,800,472    la 

J792. 3,443,070 

1793 4,265,306 

1794 4,80I,0S5 

1795 5,588,461 

1796 6,567,987 

1797 7,549,649 

1798 7,106,061 

1799...  44.4,^.  6,610,449 

1800 9,080,939 

1801 10,750,778 

1802 12,438,235 

1803 ..  10,479,417 

Ifom  the  let  of  Janniiry  to  the  30th 


1804 ^.^l  1,098,565 

1805 12,936,487 

1806 14,667,698 

1807 15,845,521 

1808 16,363,550 

1809 7,296,020 

1810 8,583,300 

1811 13,313,222 

1812 3,968,777 

1813 13,224,623 

1814 5,998,772 

1815 7,282,942 

of  Jane,  1816,^15,426,951. 


The  double  duties  made  the  amount  for  1815  so 
large:  the  Custom-house  bonds  became  due,  on  an 
average,  the  year  after  the  importation  of  the  goods ; 
which  explains  the  low  amount  of  customs  for  the  yegrs 
I8O9— 1810;  they  being  the  fruits  of  the  embargo, 
which  was  suspended  in  I8O9;  and,  in  consequence, 
afforded  a  rich  harvest  to  the  Treasury  iii  1 8 1 1 .  Ih 
1811  the  restrictive  system  was  again  enforced,  and 
produced  the  famine  of  1 8 1 2  to  the  exchequer.  The 
small  amount  of  the  year  1814  was  owing  to  the  war, 
commenced  in  June,  1812,  and  terminated  in  February, 
1815.  The  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
(die  late  Mr.  Dallas,)  for  the  year  I8I6,  states,  that  on 
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the  twelfth  of  February,  18 16,  the  whole  of  the  public 
debt,  funded  and  floating,  was  &l  23,630,692 ;  but,  on 
the  first  of  January,  18 17,  did  not  exceed  ^S'l  09,748,272; 
reducing  the  debt,  from  the  twelfth  of  February,  181 6, 
to  the  first  of  January,  18 17,  *13,882,420. 

The  appropriations  and  payments  for  1 8 1 6  were 

Demands  on  the  Treasury  for  that  year  by  appropri« 
ations ^S2,475,303 


Tiz.«-^For  cif il  department,  foreign  intercourse,  and 

miscellaneous  expenses 3,540,770 

Military    department,   current 

expenditure «8^7,7945250 

Arvcarages 8,935,373 

16,729,6W 

Nayal  establishment 4,904,9 1 1 

Public  debt ••.•...•.». 8,000,000 


Payments  at  the  Treasury,  to  the  1st  of  August,  1816,^26,332,174 

For  ciTil  department,  kc 1,829,015 

Military  do.  current  ex  pen. 

diture ^4,285,236 

Arrearages 8,935,372 

— —  13,220,608 

Naval  department  •  • 1,977,788 

Public  debt,  (adding  to  the  appropriation 
of  1816  part  of  the  balance  of  appro, 
priationof  1815,) 9,354,752 

Leaving  an  unexpended  balance  of  the  annual  appro. 

priation  on  the  1st  of  August,  1816,  of <S'6,143,129 

To  vhich  add  the  part  surplus  of  the  appropriation  of 

1815,  used  for  the  sinking  fund 1,354,762 

And  the  whole  balance  is.  ...•••. « ,  ^,497,891 


«■ 
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The  actual  receipts  of  the  Treasury  for  18 16  were. 

The  Cash  Balaace  in  the  Treasury,  (exclading  Trea. 

sury  Notes,)  Ist  January,  1816 JS(iy20S^65^ 

Castoms,  for  seven  months,  from  the  Ist  of  Jan.  to 
the  last  of  August,  1816,  without  allowing  for  de- 
bentures on  drawback,  estimated  at  j^l,820,564, 31^354,743 
Direct  Tax,  including  the  assumed  quotas  of  New. 
York,  Ohio,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  for 

the  direct  tax  of  1816  • 3,713,063 

Internal  duties 3,864,000 

Postage,  and  incidental  receipts 137,095 

Sales  of  public  lands,  (excluding  ^311,440  re* 
ceired  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and  pay. 
able  to  Georgia,) • •  •       676,710 


*i 


•  _ 

Receipts  in  royenue,  from  the  1st  of  January  to 

the  Ist  of  August,  1816 <g^36,035,003 

Loans,  by  funding  and  issuing  Treasury 
Notes. 9,790,831 


Cross  receipts  from  the  1st  of  January  to  the  1st  ^ 

of  August,  1816 45,835,918 

Estimated  receipts,  from  the  1st  of  August  to  the 
3lst  of  December,  1816 19,876,710 

Gross  annual  receipts  for  18l6..».  •••. ;^65,702,638 
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Probable  receipts  compared  with  probable  expendi- 
tures of  1816. 

The  gross  annual  receipt  for  1816 ^65,702,631 

Appropriation  for  1816  .»^ i8^S2,475,3pS 

Excess,  aboTC  the  appropriation    . .     6,1!70,3i^5 
Unsatisfied  appropriations  of  1815  •  •     7,973,977 

..— ^    46,717,975 

Balance  of  receipts  for  1816 18,984,656 

Dednct  Loay  and  Treasury  Notes  .•••••••••       9,790,821 

Ultimate  surplus  for  1816 igr9,199,835 


9m 


Custons  from  March,  1815,  to  July,  1816,  both  in. 

clnsiTe  ••••  ..^ 28,271,143 

Debentures  during  the  same  period  •  •  • •       2,624,421 

Product  of  Customs,  ezcIuslTe  of  collection  •  »^.  •  •  •  •  ^5,646,722 


Customs  from  March  to  Dec.  1815,  both  inclusiye,      ,6,916,399 
Debentures  during  the  same  period .794,857 

■. -rrr— n 

Product  of  Castoms,  exclusive  of  collection  • iS^6,]131,542 


Customs  from  January  to  July,  1816,  both  incIusiTe,    21,354,743 
Debentures  during  the  same  period  .•••••• -^  1,829,564 

Product  of  Customs,  exclusive  of  collection •  ^^19,525, 179 

Nev.York  Customs,   from  March,    1815,   to  July 

1816,  both  incluslTe (gP9,926,188 

Philadelphia.... 5,085,206 

Boston • 3,579, 130 

Baltimore 3,339,101 

Charleston 1,047,546 

New.Orleans r 732,083 

Savannah  •  • .  •  • 521,287 

Norfolk 491,150 

The  duties  remained  nearly  the  same  from  1 802  to 
1812,  except  the  additional  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on 
merchandise  imported,  paying  duties  ad  valorem,  which 
constituted  the  Mediterranean  fund :  whence  the  great 
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increase  of  duties  from  1 802  to  the  commencement  of 
the  restrictive  system^  was  owing  chiefly  to  the  increased 
population  and  consumption  of  the  country,  and  the 
prosperous  state  of  American  commerce,  until  destroyed 
by  the  embargo.  On  the  firsts  of  July,  1812,  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  was  added  to  all  the  permanent  duties^ 
which  was  to  continue  during  the  war  against  England^ 
and  one  year  thereafter.  This  increased  the  rate  of 
duties,  ad  valorem,  to  40,  30,  and  25  per  cent. 

Soon  after  the  establishment  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment in  17^9^  duties  on  American  spirits  and  stills 
were  laid ;  other  internal  taxes  were  afterward  laid ; 
but  were  all  repealed  in  1 802.  The  sums  paid  on  these 
internal  taxes,  from  their  commencement  to  September 
30th,1812,  was*6,460,003,  of  which  tS*  1,048 ,03 3  were 
paid  in  1801 ;  and  in  1812,  only  *4,903.  The  states 
which  paid  the  largest  proportions  of  the  internal  taxes 
were  Massachusetts,  «8'232,666;  New-York,  <8'1 43,757; 
Pennsylvania,  ^209,545;  Virginia,  «8'l  15,444-  Al- 
though these  internal  duties  were  repealed  in  1 802, 
their  collection  has  never  yet  been  completed.  On 
the  first  of  January,  1812,  the  balances  due  on  the 
internal  revenue,  ip  the  several  States,  amounted  tQ 
^8^254,940. 

At  the  first  session  of  the  thirteenth  Congress,  held 
in  the  summer  of  1813,  internal  duties  were  laid  on 
licences  for  stills  and  boilers,  carriages  for  conveyance 
of  persons,  licences  to  retailers  of  foreign  merchandise, 
wines,  and  spirituous  liquors,  on  sales  at  auction,  re^ 
fined  sugar,  and  stamped  paper.  The  amount  of  the 
tax  was  about  double  its  former  rate  on  most  of  these 
articles,  and  three  times  that  amount  on  licences  to  re* 
tailers.  The  original  plan  of  the  T^sury  Department, 
and  adopted  by  Congress,  was  to  carry  on  the  war  by 
loans;  and  to  provide  no  more  revenue  than  might 
be  sufficient  to  defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  go- 
vernment, to  pay  the  interest  of  the  existing  public  debt, 
and  of  new  loans,  amoimting  to  about  jS'gjOOOjOOO, 
which  were  to  be  raised  by  doubling  the  duties  on 
imports,  and  laying  twenty  cents  a  bushel  on  salt; 
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by  sales  of  public  lands ;  by  direct  tax  of  ^3,000,000  ^ 
and  ^2,000^000  by  a  tax  on  stills^  spirits^  refined  sugar, 
licences  to  retailers^  sales  at  auction^  carriages^  and 
stamp  paper.  These  taxes^  however,  were  not  per- 
mitted to  commence  until  the  first  of  January,  1814« 
Hie  sums  raised  by  these  internal  taxes^  exclusive  of 
the  direct  tax,  for  the  two  first  quarters  of  1814, 
amounted  to  ^2,212,491  ;  for  the  two  last  quar-* 
ters,  to  jS'I, 000,000.  On  the  nineteenth  of  September, 
1814,  additional  duties  were  laid  on  spirits,  licences 
to  retailers,  carriages,  sales  at  auction,  and  stamped 
paper. 

During  the  same  session.  Congress  also  imposed 
duties  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  manufactured 
within  the  United  States,  as  iron,  candles,  hats  and 
caps,  paper,  umbrellas  and  parasols,  playing  and  vi- 
siting cards,  saddles  and  bridles,  boots  and  shoes,  beer, 
a:le,  and  porte^,  tobacco,  snuff  and  segars,  leather,  gold 
and  silver  plated-ware,  jewellery,  paste-work,  house- 
hold furniture,  and  gold  and  silver  watches. 

The  amount  of  internal  duties,  accnsing  in 

1814,  was ^3,262,197 

Deduct  duties,  refunded  or  remitted  .  .  .  •  11,793 

And  expense  of  collection 148,991 

The  amount  paid  into  the  Treasury,  in 

1814,  was  only 1,762,003 

In   18ii,   the  internal  duties,   accruing, 

amounted  to  .  .  .  / *  .  •     6,242,503 

Deduct  duties  refunded,  &c.  ^126,769, 

and  collection  expense ^79y^^7 

The  amount  paid  into  the  Treasury,  in 

^  1815,  was f 4,697,252 

The  amount  paid  from  the  first  of  January 

to  the  thirtieth  of  June,  I8I6,  was .  •  .  .     3,241,427 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  in  1$15,  the  duties 
on  manufactures,  household  furniture,  gold  and  silver 
watches,  and  spirits  distilled  within  the  United  States, 
were  repealed^  as  were  the  additUmoL  duties  on  postage,^ 
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ttid  retail  licences^  The  internal  dutiefl^  remaining  in 
18173  are  duties  on  licences  for  stills  and  boilers,  to 
retailers,  on  carriages,  refined  sugar,  sales  at  auction, 
ftamped  paper,  and  bank  notes. 

Most  c^  these  internal  duties,  especially  those  on 
manuficLctures,  were  laid  upon  the  articles  cid  valorem  ; 
md  both  the  value  and  quantity  of  the  articles  manu&c- 
tared  is  made  to  depend,  principally,  on  the  books  and 
mths  of  the  manufacturer,  or  those  employed  by  him. 
The  multiplication  of  oaths  is  bad  policy  in  any  govern- 
ment ;  it  is,  in  fact,  offering  a  perpetual  bounty  to  one 
of  the  worst  species  of  immorality,  that  of  false-swear- 
ing. All  the  world  knows  what  a  latitude  of  conscience 
custom-house  oaths  imply  in  England,  in  France,  in 
Holland,  in  these  United  States,  and  in  every  com- 
mercial community;  and  our  American  government 
now  adds  to  this  mass  of  evil,  by  a  new  incitement  to 
perjury,  in  coUecting  its  duties  on  manufectures,  upon 
the  oaths  of  those  persons  who  are  most  directly  inte- 
rested to  falsify  the  returns. 

On  the  fourteenth  of  July,  1798,  the  first  direct  tax, 
amounting  to  «8'2,000,000,  was  laid  upon  the  United 
States,  and  apportioned  according  to  the  provisions  of 
the  federal  constitution,  the  fourth  clause  of  the  ninth 
section  of  the  first  article  of  which,  declares,  that  no 
oapitation  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be  laid,  unless  in 
proportion  to  the  census  or  enumeration,  directed  by 
the  third  clause  of  the  second  section  of  the  first 
article ;  namely,  representatives  and  direct  taxes  shall 
be  apportioned  among  the  several  states,  according  to, 
their  respective  numbers,  determined  by  adding  to  the 
whole  number  of  free  persons,  (including  those  bound 
to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and  excluding  Indians 
not  taxed),  three-fifths  of  all  other  persons ;  the  actual 
enumeration  to  be  made  once  in  every  ten  years.  By 
marking  the  apportionment  of  direct  taxes  at  different 
periods,  the  relative  growth  of  the  population  of  the 
several  states  during  those  periods  may  be  distinctly 
ascertained.  In  1798,  the  two  *  millions  of  dollars, 
direct  tax^  were  thus  apportioned  among  the  states : 

0  2 
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.New  Hampshire 
Massachusetts  . 
Rhode-Island  • 
Connecticut 
Vermont  .  . 
New-York  . 
New-Jersey 
Pennsylvania 


260,435 
37,604 

129,767 
46,864 

181,681 

98,387 

237,178 


Delaware  •  •  • 
Maryland  .  .  . 
Virginia  .  .  • 
Kentucky  .  . 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Greorgia  .  .  . 
Tennessee    .  • 


«  30,430 
152,600 
.  345,488 
.  37,643 
.  193,698 

.  112,997 

.  38,81& 
.   18,807 


This  tax  was  laid  upon  all  dwelling-houses,  lands, 
and  slaves,  between  the  ages  of  twelve  and  fifty,  within 
the  United  States. 


The  number  of  acres,  valued  under  the 

Act,  was  163,746,688,  valued  at  .  .    ^479,293,264 
Number  of  dwelling-houses,  above  jS'IOO, 

276,695,  valued  at 140,683,984 


Total  lands  and  houses ^619,977,248 


mf 


The  slaves  enumerated  were  393,219.  The  pro- 
portion assessed  upon  houses  was  «S'47 1,989,  on  laud^ 
18^1,327,713  ;  on  slaves,  <8'196,6lO.  In  some  of  the 
states  the  valuations  were  not  completed  until  three  or 
four  years  after  the  tax  was  laid ;  and  from  the  date  of 
its  imposition  to  the  30th  of  September,  1 8 1 2,  a  period 
of  fourteen  years,  only  <8'1 ,757,240  of  this  tax  were 
paid  into  the  Treasury ;  and  large  balances  are  still  due, 
now,  towards  the  close  of  I8I7.  A  second  direct  tax 
was  laid  on  the  2nd  of  August,  1813,  to  the  amount  of 
^3,000,000  ;  and  thus  apportioned  among  the  states, 
according  to  the  census  of  1810 : 
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)Jew  Hampshire 
Massachusetts  • 
Rhode-Island  . 
Connecticut  .  • 
Vermont  .  . 
New- York  . 
New-Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware  .  • 


*  96,793 
.316,271 

34,750 
118,168 

98,344 

.430,142 

108,872 

366,479 

32,047 


Maryland  .  .  f9l51,624 
Virginia  .  .  .  369,018 
Kentucky  •  .  168,929 
Ohio  ....  103,151 
North  Carolina  220,238 
South  Carolina  15 1,906 
Tennessee  .  .  1 10,087 
Georgia ....  94,937 
Louisiana  .  •  .      28,925 


This  apportionment  shows,  that  from  1798  to  1813, 
the  states  of  New-York,  Kentucky,  Ohio,  andTenneSA 
see,  have  made  the  most  rapid  growth  in  population  ; 
and  that  the  New-England  States,  particularly  Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode-Island,  and  Connecticut,  have  aug^ 
mented  their  numbers  very  slowly.  Delaware  is  nearly 
stationary ;  while  the  rest,  especially  Georgia,  Virginia, 
Maryland,  and  Pensylvania,  are  increasing  their  num- 
bers with  sufficient  speed  and  force» 

•This  tax  was  laid  and  assessed  on  the  value  of  all 
lands  and  lots  of  ground,  with  their  improvements, 
dwelling-houses  and  slaves ;  all  of  which  articles  were, 
to  be  enunierated  and  valued  by  the  assessors,  at  the 
rate  each  of  them  were  worth  in  money.     In  the  year 
1814,  the  lands  and  houses  of  the  states  c^New-Hamp* 
shire,  Massachusetts,  Vermont,    Rhode-Island,   Con*, 
necticut,  and  New- York,  were  valued  at  ^5  59,276,622 ; 
in  1799^  at  <S^283,651,885  ;  making  an  increased  value 
in  fifteen  years  of  <^275,9 18,738  in    six  states.     In 
Maryland,  Delaware,  North  Carolina,   and  Tennessee, 
the  increased  value  of  lands,,  houses,  and  slaves,  be* 
tween   1 799  and  1814,   was  ^365,000,000.     In  the 
whole   United  States   the  increased  value  exceeded 
*1, 000,000,000.   The  States  of  New-Jersey,  Pennsyl- 
vania,   Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Kentucky, 
and  Ohio,  assumed  their  proportion  of  the  tax,  and 
were  allowed  a  discount  of  fifteen  per  cent. 


66  FINAKO^S. 

Tbey  jftiid  into  Wie  Treasury,  as  their  re- 
spective quotas "^^iI^TdS 

The  non-assuming  states  had  paid  up  to 

December  3 1st,   1815 l,2\0fiO(% 

Total 2,369,796 

Leaving  an  average  of X  630,204 


'■•  The  aggregate  vahiation  of  houses,  lands,  and 
slaves,  in  the  United  States,  under  these  acts, 
exceeded  r8'2,006,000,000,  of  which  the  slaves  make 
j9400,beo,000,  the  lands  and  houses  more  than 
58*1,600,000,000 ;  giving  an  increase  of  one  thousand 
niillions  of  dollars  between  1799  ^^^  1815»  But, 
doubtless,  this  is  a  very  great  under-valuation,  especially 
in  relation  to  the  Southern  and  Western  States.  In 
New-York,  the  increase,  during  these  fifteen  years,  has 
been  from  one  to  three  hundred  millions  of  dollars  ;  in 
Pennsylvania^  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  three 
hundred  and  seventy  millions. 

The  average  value  of  land  per  acre,  including  the 
buildings  thereon,  throughout  the  United  States,  i^  ten 
dollars.  In  particular  stotes  it  varies ;  as  for  example, 
in  New-Hampshire,  ^Q ;  Massachusetts,  JSl  8 ;  Rhode^ 
Island,  <^40 ;  Connecticut,  «835  ;  Vermont,  JSj ;  New- 
York,  <8*17;  New-Jersey,  j^SS;  Pennsylvania,  «S30; 
Delaware,  :8fl3  ;  Maryland,  tS'SO ;  Vii^nia,  Sb  ;  North 
Carolina,  ^3 ;  South  Carolina,  JSS  ;  Georgia,  «8*3  ;  Ken- 
tucky, ^4 ;  Tennessee,  «8*5 ;  Louisiana  ,<8'2 ;  Mississippi, 
»2 ;  Indiana,  »2 ;  Ohio,  »6. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1815,  an  annual  direct  tax 
of  i8*6,000,000  was  laid,  to  be  assessed,  like  that  of 
1813,  but  was  reduced  again  to  jS'S ,000,000,  on  the 
&th  of  March,  I8I6. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  several  land-offices  for  the 
sale  of  public  lands  belonging  to  the  United  States,  in 
1796,  ^8,437^531  have  been  received  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  tJiose  sales^  up  to  the  close  of  the  year  18 14. 
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The  whole  number  of  acres  sold  has  been^  during  that 
period,  5,3S5,467.  The  whole  purchase-money  was 
*1 1,366,688;  leaving  nearly  i»3,000,000  due  to  the 
Treasury.  There  are  yet  unsold  upwards  oijive  kun^ 
dred  mUlions  of  acres  of  public  lands,  lyine  in  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Mississippi,  and  in  the  Territories 
of  Michigan,  Illinois,  and  Alabama,  and  in  the  Louis- 
iana purcnase.  The  various  taxes  laid  in  1815  were 
considered  as  war  taxes,  and  necessary  to  support  pub- 
lic credit.  The  whole  revenues  of  the  United  States 
were  at  that  time  upwards  of  twenty-one  millions  of 
dollars :  namely,  customs,  (8*4,000,000 ;  internal  duties, 
j^l  0,1 59,000;  direct  tax,  <96,000,000;  public  lands, 
*1 ,000,000  ;  but  in  1816  they  produced  *  1,500,000* 

The  postage  of  letters  produces  a  net  revenue  of 
about  *  100,000  to  the  Treasury. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  estimated  receipts 
and  expenditures  of  the  United  States,  at  different 
periods,  viz. 


Teftn. 

Receipt!. 

Ezpeodltarer. 

1791 

*  4,418,913 

»      1,718,129 

1795 

6,954,534 

4,350,596 

1800 

10,777,709 

7,411,369 

1808 

17,068,661 

6,504,338 

I8O9 

7,773,473 

7,414,672 

1818 

19,550,000 

1 8,850,000 

I8I9 

32,950,000 

22^880,000 

1820 

22,320,000 

22,910,000 

The  estimates  of  receipts  and  expenditure  for  the 
years  1818,  I8I9,  and  1820,  were  made  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means.  The  net  amount  of  re- 
venue received  in  1815  was<8'50,906,106;  being  from 
customs,  «37,656,486 ;  internal  duties,  *5,963,225 ; 
direct  tax,  <S'5,723,153;  public  lands,  i8f  1,287,959; 
postage,  &c  ^376,282. 
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The  President's  Message,  of  the  2d  December^ 
1817,  states,  that  after  satisfying  the  appropriation 
made  by  law  for  the  support  of  the  civil  government, 
ipilitary  and  naval  establishments,  provision  for  fortifi- 
cations, increase  of  the  navy,  paying  interest  of  pubKc 
debt,  and  extinguishing  more  than  eighteen  milUons  of 
the  principal  within  the  present  year,  a  balance  of  more 
than  six  miUions  of  dollars  remains  in  the  Treasury, 
applicable  to  the  current  service  of  the  ensuing  year. 
The  estimated  receipts  for  181 8,  from  imports  and  ton- 
nage, amount  to  twenty  millions  of  dollars ;  internal 
revenues,  two  milUons  and  a  half;  public  lands,  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half;  bank  dividends  and  incidental  receipts, 
half  a  million ;  making  a  total  of  twenty-four  millions 
and  a  hdf.  The  annual  permanent  expenditure  for 
the  support  of  the  civil  government,  army  .and  navy,  as 
now  established  by  law,  amounts  to  eleven  millions, 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  ;  and  for  the  Sinking 
Fund,  ten  millions,  leaving  an  annual  excess  of  revenue 
beyond  the  expenditure  of  two  millions  seven  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  The  whole  of  the  Louisiana  debt 
may  be  redeemed  in  18 19;  after  which,  if  the  public 
debt  continues  above  par,  five  millions  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  will  be  annually  unexpended,  until  1835,  when 
the  loan  of  1812,  and  the  stock  created  by  fi^nding 
Treasury  notes,  will  be  redeemable.  The  Mississippi 
stock  also  will,  probably,  be  discharged  during  I8I9, 
from  the  proceeds  of  public  la^ds ;  after  which  those 

f)roceeds  will  annually  add  to  the  public  revenue  a  mil- 
ion  and  a  half,  making  the  permanent  yearly  revenue 
amount  to  twenty-six  millions  of  dollars,  leaving  an 
excess  of  income,  above  the  expenditure,  of  more  than 
four  millions  of  dollars. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report  of  the 
6th  of  December,  181 7,  corroborates  this  statement, 
and  estimates  the  expenditure  of  the  year  1818  at 
«8'2 1,946,351  ;  namely,  civil,  miscellaneous,  diplomatic, 
and  foreign  intercourse,  «8'2,o69,843 ;  military  services, 
including  arrearages  of  half  a  million,  *6,265, 135 ;  na- 
val service^  inclumng  a  million  for  the  ^adjA^  in^reasa 
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of  the  navy,  *3,6U,376;  public  debt,  t9l0,000,00(^ 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury  of  ^8,578,648,  on 
the  first  of  January,  1819- 

The  following  summary,  in  round  numbers,  will  con* 
vey  a  tolerably  accurate  view  of  the  capital,  income, 
and  expenditure  of  the  United  States. 

Capital,  real  and  personal (8'7,gOO,000,000 

Income 360,000,000 

Expenditure,  United  States^5,000,00(l 

The  States.  . .  90,000,000—   45,000,000 
National  debt. 100,000,000 

The    capital    consists  in  reality,  of 

Public  lands,  500,000,000  of  acres, 

at  <S2  per  acre ^8*  1,000,000,000 

Cultivated  lands,  300,000,000  of  acres, 

at  (S*  10  per  acre ,3,000,000,000 

Dwelling-houses  of  all  kinds 1,000,000,000 

Total  of  real  property.  .  ,  .  .  .  .«S'5, 000,000,000. 

The  personal  property  of  the  United  States  consists 
of  the  national  debt,  which,  although  a  debt  on  the 
part  of  government  is. 
Capital    to  the  stockholders,  who  are 

American  citizens •  •  tS"  100,000,000 

Banking  stock 100,000,000 

Slaves,  1,500,000,  at  *150  each 225,000,000 

Shipping  of  all  kinds 225,000,000 

Money,  farming  stock  and  utensils,  ma- 
nufactures, household  furniture,  plate, 
carriages,  and  every  other  species  of 
personal  property 1,550,000,000 

Total  of  personal  property :S'2,200,000,000 

real  property 5,000,000,000 

Grand  total  of  American  capital*..  .  .^7,200,000,000 


jk 


♦  See  General  Hamilton's  Reports  <^  On  Public  Credit,"  and  «^  On 
a  National  Bank;«^Mc•  Gallatin'i  *<  Sketches  of  the  Finances  of 
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Contrast  this^iew  with  that  of  the  x^pital^  income^ 
debt;  and  expenditure  of  any  European  nation^  and  it 
will  instantly  appear  ho^  much  greater  the  resources 
of  the  United  States  are,  in  proportion  to  their  popula- 
tion and  territory,  than  those  of  the  first-rate  powers  in 
Europe.     For  example. 

Capital,  real  and  personal  of  Britain,  .tg*  18,000,000,000 

Income ;  .  .  .       900,000,000 

Expenditure 300,000,000 

Public  revenue * 230,000,000 

National  debt  (8^5,000,000,000,  less,  re- 
deemedbysinkingfund*l,*400,000,000,  3,600,000,000 


•n 


Yet,  notwithstanding  this  alarming  annual  deficit  in 
the  public  revenue  of  ^70,000,000,  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  in  the  last  budget,  (June,  1817)  did 
not  hold  a  desponding  language,  but  stated,  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  reduce  the  interest  of  the  national  debt, 
nor  to  lessen  the  income  of  the  sinking  fund  below  the 
amount  to  which  he  had  cut  it  down  in  1813,  which 
at  that  time  was  twelve  millions  sterling;  it  is  now 
nearly  fourteen.  The  exchequer  bills  issued  to  supply 
the  deficit  bore  a  premium  of  fiv^  per  cent,  and  an  in- 
terest of  only  three  and  a-quarter,  and  the  stocks  had 
risen  twenty  p^  cent,  during  the  preceding  year,  and 
the  agriculture,  trade,  and  manufactures  of  the  whole 
empire  were  improving,  so  as  to  promise,  in  future,  a 
larger  public  revenue,  and  less  severe  pressure  upon  the 
people. 

For  the  facts  and  reasons,  given  at  length,  to  show  the 
necessity  and  importance  of  monied  institutions,  more 
especially  the  funding  system,  a  national  debt,  internal 
taxation,  and  a  national  bank,  in  order  to  stimulate  na* 
tional  industry,  give  eflSciency  and  strength  to  govern* 

ment,  and  promote  the  prosperity  and  power  of  the 

I  ■" ■         I  '■ .    111^1— —^—■i I     II..I    ■■■■I  II 

the  United  States;"  the  Treasury  Reports  from  1700  to  1^17; 
Mr.  Blodget'jB  '^  Economica,"  and,  above  all^  the  second  edition 
Of  Mr.  FUkin'i  «<  Slatiaties  of  die  UnUed  Slates." 
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whole  community  in  every  free  country,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  the  **  Resources  of  the  British  Empire,** 
pp.  234 — 3o6,  containing  a  full  account  of  the  rise^ 
prc^ess,  and  present  state  of  the  financial  system  of 
England.  *rhis  system,  however,  may  be  pushed  too 
fer,  by  stretching  the  public  eiqienditure  beyond  the 
power  of  taxation  to  furnish  an  adequate  income.  This 
appears  to  have  been  done  already  in  Britain^  where 
the  expenditure  for  1817  was  j^67,8 17,752,  and  the 
revenue  only  j?52,850,328,  leaving  a  rfg6ci<  of  fifteen 
millions  sterlings  in  a  season  of  universal  peace.  The 
finance  committee  estimated  the  income  of  the  years 
1818  and  I8I9,  at  ^50,000,000,  and  the  expenditure 
at  ^65,216,657,  s^ill  leaving  ^,  deficit  of  more  than 
fiilteen  millioni^  sterling  annually. 

How  is  this  deficit  to  be  supplied  ?  Mr.  Vansittart, 
m  the  year  1813,  destroyed  the  progressive  force  of  the 
sinking  fund,  by  diverting  all  the  dividends  of  the 
stock  then  redeemed,  amounting  to  about  nine  millions 
sterling,  to  the  current  expenses  of  the  year,  instead  of 
leaving  it,  according  to  Mr.  Pitt's  plan,  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  national  debt,  to  swell  the  income  of  the 
sinking  fund,  which,  instead  of  being  nearly  twenty-five 
millions,  as  it  ought  to  have  been  in  the  year  1 8 1 7,  was 
not  c^ite  fourteen  millions  sterling.  On  the  first  of 
January,  1818,  the  outstanding  or  unfunded  debt. of 
Britain,  will  be  upwards  of  seventy  millions,  making, 
together  with  the  fiinded  debt,  the  siun  of  one  thousand 
millions,  of  which,  nearly  four  hundred  millions  have 
been  redeemed  by  the  operation  of  the  sinking  fund, 
from  the  year  1786  to  1818,  a  period  of  thirty-two 
years  ;  during  which  time,  seven  hundred  millions  have 
been  added  to  the  debt.  So  that,  by  Mr.  Vansittart's 
destroying  Mr.  Pitt's  plan  of  liquidating  the  debt,  by  the 
continual  progression  of  the  sinking  fund,  the  redemp- 
tion of  that  debt  seems  to  be  adjourned  sine  die,  since  it 
cannot  very  well  be  accomplished  by  paying  offjburteen 
and  borrowing  fifteen  millions  a-year.  If  England  is 
compelled  to  augment  her  debt  annually,  in  time  of 
pofound  peace^  what  is  she  to  do  in  tibe  event  of 
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another  war^  which  would  immediately  raise  her  expen** 
diture  from  sixty-five  to  a  hundred  mdlions  per  annum  ? 
During  the  last  war  with  revolutionary  France,  her 
Bank  paper  was  at  a  discount  of  thirty-two  per  cent, 
which,  iteelf,  terribly  enhanced  her  expenditure,  when 
she  had  to  purchase,  with  such  depreciated  paper,  gold 
and  silver  for  the  maintenance  of  her  armies  abroad,  and 
supplies  for  her  services  at  home.  Her  national  in- 
come from  houses,  lands,  and  every  species  of  personal 
property,  does  not  exceed  two  hundred  millions,  of 
which  the  government  expends  one-third,  a  proportion 
full  as  much  as  any  people  can  pay,  and  at  the  same 
time  exert  their  productive  industry,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  capital  of  the  nation  fron  suffering  a  grievous  an- 
nual diminution. 
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In  the  year  1813,  the  expose  gave  the  population  of 
old  France  at  38,7003000  ;  and  of  the  whole  empire  at 
42,705,000.   , 

Capital,  real  and  personal,  at (9l  8,900,000,000 

Income  at 945,000,000 
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Capital  of  France  in  1817 12,000,000,000 

Income 600,000,000 

Public  revenue.  •  ^ 140,000,000 

Expenditure 250,000,000 


A  deficit  this  of  (S'l  10,000,000,  is  so  alarming  in  the 
present  exhausted  condition  of  France,  as  to  portend 
either  national  bankruptcy,  or  the  still  greater  evil  of 
national  convulsion.  The  dilapidated  state  of  all  the 
European  exchequers,  probably,  renders  it  a  matter  of 
necessity  for  the  allied  sovereigns  to  maintain  their 
armies  of  occupation  at  the  expense  of  the  French 
people.  But  such  an  annual  expenditure  is  so  far  be- 
yond the  power  of  France,  in  the  jpresent  depressed 
state  of  her  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  commerce, 
to  support,  as  to  threaten  the  total  destruction  of  her, 
ways  and  means ;  and  to  create  an  innumerable  multi- 
tude of  paupers,  ripened  by  hunger  and  nakedness  into 
a  state  of  desperation,  ready  for  any  revolution. 

Russia  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  organized  any  sys- 
tem of  finance  as  yet;  and  has  never  been  able  to  move 
her  armies  out  of  her  own  territories  without  a  subsidy 
from  England*  She  has,  indeed,  recently  established  a 
bank  at  Petersburgh,  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  the 
monied  operations  of  her  immense  empire.  The  finances 
of  Austria,  Prussia,  Spain,  and  the  United  Netherlands, 
are  in  a  condition  truly  deplorable,  and  require  many 
years  of  peace  and  economy  to  reduce  them  to  order, 
and  render  them  productive. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  United  States  have,  very  re- 
cently, {Purchased  Florida  for  five  millions  of  dollars. 
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If  so^  they  have  done  wisely  to  add  a  valuable  teni* 
tory  to  their  southern  frontier  at  a  very  small  expense^ 
mthe  way  of  barter^  which  is  a  much  easier^  safer^  and 
better  mode  of  acquiring  dominion  than  that  of  war  and 
conquest.  The  whole  purchase-money  does  not  amount 
to  quite  seven/pence  sterling  an  acre,  for  the  fee  simple 
of  upwards  of  thirty-seven  millions  of  acres,  to  say 
nothing  of  the  territorial  sovereignty.  The  public 
lands,  as  yet  ungranted,  will  pay  the  price  of  the  whole 
country  ten  times  over. 

Its  surface  cavers  58,000  square  miles,  and  contains 
not  quite  10,000  people,  or  about  one  person  to  every 
lix  square  miles.  Its  sea-coast  is  extensive,  and  pre- 
sents niany  fine  harbours,  and  many  good  situations  for 
commercial  towns.  Indeed,  the  whole  country,  when 
deared,  drained,  and  cultivated,  will  maintain  an 
abundant  population. 

If  Florida  be  incorporated  with  the  dominion  of  the 
United  States,  it  will  very  soon  number  a  greater  popu* 
ktion  than  ten  thousand  souls.  Such  is  the  contrast 
between  the  quickening  power  of  popular  liberty  and 
the  benumbing  influence  of  single  despotism.  Spanish 
America,  aild  the  Brazils,  are  far  superior  to  the  United 
States  in  all  the  physical  advantages  of  soil,  climate, 
the-  products  of  the  earth,  and  navigable  waters  ;  and 
yet^  under  the  weak,  improvident,  tyrannical  adminis- 
tration of  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  governments^ 
those  vast  regions  languish  m  ignorance,  superstition, 
pov«ty,  weakness,  and  vice ;  while  the  United  States 
present  to  the  eyes  of  an  astonished  world  the  extreme 
reverse  of  all  these  bad  qualities  and  conditions.  New-* 
Orleans^  while  under  the  dominion  of  Spain,  was  lost  in 
imbecility,  idleness,  and  folly ;  but  now,  after  expe- 
riencing only  fourteen  years  of  American  freedom,  it  is 
advancing  rapidly  towards  the  rank  of  a  first-rate  com- 
mercial city,  by  its  enterprise  and  spirit,  its  growth  in 
wealth  and  population.  And  so  will  it  fare  with  Cuba, 
with  Mexico,  and  Peru,  when  they  become  integral 
parts  of  the  United  States,  and  exchange  their  present 
penury  and  bondage  for  the  freedom  and  abundance 
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that  invariably  follow  the  foot-tracks  of  a  popular  go- 
vemment. 

How  strange  and  portentous  is  the  contrast  between 
the  steady  and  progressive  policy  of  the  United  States^ 
and  the  supine  indifference  of  the  British  government ! 
Britain  has  lavished  the  life's  blood  of  a  hundred  thou- 
sand of  her  bravest  warriors^  and  expended  uncounted 
millions^  in  rescuing  Spain  from  |the  yoke  of  France ; 
and  yet  she  cannot,  or  will  not,  acquire  a  single  inch  of 
territory,  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe,  from  the  Spanish 
government ;  while  the  United  States,  without  sacri- 
ficing the  hfei  of  a  single  citizen,  and  at  the  expense  of 
only  twenty  millions  of  dollars,  have,  within  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  obtained  from  France  and  Spain  the  ex* 
elusive  sovereignty  over  a  fair  and  fertile  dominion,-  *at 
least  twenty  4im€&  the  extent  of  all  the  British  isles  taken 
together. 

Why  does  not  England,  as  part  of  the  indemnity  due 
to  her  from- Spain,  *  transfer  to  her  own  sceptre  the 
sovereignty  of  Culwt;  seeing  that  the  Havanna  com- 
mands  the  passage  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ?  Why  does 
she  not  taker  possession  of  Panama  on  the  south,  and 
Darien  on  the  i¥>rth,  and  join  the  waters  of  the  Atlantic 
with  those  of  the  Pacific  ocean,  in  order  to  resuscitate , 
her  drooping  commerce?  Or  is  it  her  intention  still 
to  slumber  on,  until  she  is  awakened  from  the  stupe- 
faction of  her  dreams  by  the  fiiial  fall  of  Spanish 
America,  and  of  her  own  North  American  provinces, . 
beneath  the  ever-widening  power  of  the  United  States ; 
and  by  the  floating  of  the  Russian  flag,  in  token  of 
Russian  sovereignty,  over  the  Grecian  Archipelago, 
and  on  the  towers  of  Constantinople  ?  Are  all  her  na- 
tional glories  to  be  blotted  out  in  one  hemisphere,  by  a 
power  but  recently  emerged  from  the  snows  and  bar- 
barism of  the  north ;  and  in  the  other  hemisphere,  to 
be  trampled  into  the  dust  by  the  gigantic  footsteps  of 
her  own  child  ?  Is  the  heathen  m)rthology  of  Jupiter 
and  Saturn  to  be  verified  in  the  nineteenth  century  ? 

The  island  of  Cuba  would  soon  exhibit  another,  and 
a  better  aspect,  under  the  vigorous  dominion  of  Britain, 
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than  she  now  presents^  under  the  foriom  and  beggarly 
government  of  Spain.  By  her  free  and  equal  laws,  by 
me  weight  of  her  capital,  by  the  skill,  industry,  spirit^ 
and  enterprise  of  her  people,  Britain  would  soon  render 
that  island  a  powerful  nation  in  itself,  and  a  most  yalu-* 
able  outwork  of  her  own  maritime  empire.  By  the 
possession  of  Panama  and  Darien,  and  the  junction  of 
the  Atlantic  with  the  Pacific  Ocean,  England  might 
command  the  commerce  of  the  east  and  west,  and  pour 
such  a  floodtide  of  wealth  over  all  her  home  temtoiy 
as  would  relieve  her  people  from  the  pressure  of  their 
national  burdens,  and  give  to  their  productive  labour  an 
unimpeded  course,  and  an  abundant  recompense. 
Doubtless,  the  proposals  made  to  the  British  govern^ 
ment,  in  the  years  179^  and  179^9  by  the  Spanish  Ame- 
rican delegates,  for  the  emtocipation  of  their  country, 
and  the  junction  of  the  Atiantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  and 
which  have  been  already  adverted  to  in  a  preceding 
chapter,  on  the  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  are  to 
be  found  in  the  Office  of  the  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Afiairs,  in  London. 

Notwithstanding  the  shattered  state  of  the  Euro- 
pean system  of  finance,  and  the  consequent  weakness 
of  the  governments  of  EunJ^,  it  is  more  than  ever  in- 
cumbent upon  thjB  United  States  to  lay  the  foundation  of 
an  ample,  permanent,  and  growing  internal  revenue, 
arising  from  home  taxation;  because,  whenever  Europe 
becomes  generally  embroiled  again,  America  will  find 
that  she  now  fills  too  large  a  space  in  the  eye  of  the 
world  to  preserve  her  neutrality,  and  to  keep  aloof 
from  the  conflict.  In  spite  of  the  apparent  calm,  the 
elements  of  an  approaching  tempest  are  every  where 
visible  in  the  European  horizon.  There  are  no  symp- 
toms of  continuous  health  and  long  life  in  the  coalition 
of  the  allied  sovereigns.  Russia  already  exhibits  signs 
of  jealousy  at  the  naval  preponderance  and  commercial 
influence  of  Britain  ;  while  England  is  alarmed  at  the 
enormous  strides  of  the  Russian  government  towards  ab- 
solute ascendency  on  the  continent  of  Europe:  she  re- 
fuses to  join,  and  looks  with  apprehension  on  the  Holy 
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League,  Whose  mmoed  priniciplte  are  so  eJttemely 
thnple,  hot  to  say  childish,  that  they  calmot  £rU  to 
rouse  the  suspicion  of  every  one  that  is  acquainted  with 
the  steady,  strait-forward  progress  by  which  Russia 
has  enlarged  her  territory,  swollen  h^'  population,  and 
augmented  her  power,  during  the  last  hundred  years. 
Austria  and  Prussia  both  tremble  at  the  overgrown 
greatness  of  their  imperial  neighbour ;  and  see,  in  the 
increase  of  that  greatness,  the  forerunner  of  their  owu 
doom. 

Meanwhile,  France^  whose  habitual  intrigue  and  di- 

Elomatic  cunning  never  sleep,  whatever  be  the  form  of 
er  government,  will  labour  i&cessantly  to  sow  the  aeed 
and  ripen  the  harvest  of  dissension  among  the  coldeaeed 
sovereigns  %  and  will  strain  every  ncftre  to  embroil  Bri^ 
tain  with  Russia  and  America,  that  she  herielf  .may 
profit  amidst  the  gei^ral  oonAiston.  The  United  States 
win  be  called  upon  to  take  sides  iki  the  Europeon  cefei*^ 
test ;  and  they  will,  both  government  and  people,.  Mnga 
themselves  agaimt  England,  whom  they  haU  with  sJl 
their  heart,  ftnd  soul,  and  strength,  as  their  xikxwk  and 
commensal  rivals  who  must,  at  all  events,,  be  cKter- 
minated.  They  must,  therefore,  build  up  their  ^sanxk^ 
eial  sjTstem  on  t  broad  basis,  in  order  to  maintain  a 
long  and  desperate  struggle — since  the  British  lion  will 
not  yield  in  subjection,  while  a  drop  of  blood  j^ays 
around  and  warms  his  heart ;  he  will  not  lie  down  in 
bondage  until  the  whole  Ufetide  shall  have  beat  draim 
ed  from  out  his  veins. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


tfn  the  OcMmMefa,  Polictf,  Laws,  %c.  of  the 

United  States. 

A%  att  the  goVemmetits  of  this  country  are  pur^ 
^ective,  and  founded  upon  the  full  Roveri^ignty  of  the 
p^^ople^  iht  study  of  political  economtf  ought  to  make 
tjft  ^Bssential  part  of  American  education ;  whereas,  eiis 
citing  iti  the  State  of  Virginia,  our  schools  and  col- 
leged  generally  neglect  this  important  branch  of  philo- 
fii^hioal  inquiry  altogether.  Indeed,  it  is  far  too 
ikshtotiable  a  doctrine  in  the  United  States,  that  a  tnah 
may  be  a  very  profound  political  economist,  although 
hiB  ignorance  on  ali  other  subjects  is  quite  conspicuous^ 
and  nis  general  dulness  i^  less  manifest.  But,  in  fact, 
thene  i»  tio  h>yal  road  to  this  science ;  and  although,  in 
an  tiereditaty  aristocracy,  men  are  bom  legislatorls,  yet 
no  privileges  of  birth  can  confer  a  knowledge  of  poli- 
tical philosophy.  And  I  would  advise  those  sapient 
persiOnttges,  who  insist  upon  the  extreme  facilities  of 
this  seieiice,  aiid  that  its  whole  compass  lies  within  the 
range  of  the  every-day  exertions  of  ordinary  under- 
standings, to  learn  the  individual  application  of  the  ar- 
gumenhtm  ad  modestium  to  themselves,  by  a  perusal  of 
the  political  effusions  of  the  greatest  philosophers  and 
statesmen  of  ancieht  Greece ;  for  instance,  the  Treatise 
of  Plato .  on  the  best  constitution  of  a  Republic ;  the 
elaborate  w^itk  of  Aristotle  on  Politics,  and  the  schemes 
of  I^ocrates  for  obviating  or  preventing  the  external 
quarrels  of  the  Greeks  among  themsdves,  by  directing 
a  eonstant  hostilky  against  foreign  nations^  more  ei» 
peeuaUy  against  Uie  menardiiy  of  rersia. 

H  2 
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Indeed,  notwithstanding  their  progress  in  civilization^ 
and  their  frequent  practice  in  war,  had  led  the  Greeks, 
though  not  to  the  generosity  of  tilie  warfare  of  modem 
Christendom,  yet  to  the  occasional  usages  adopted  to 
humanize  hostility,  in  some  degree,  and  to  diminish  the 
aggregate  amount  of  its  bloody  horrors,  still  the  radical 
imperfections  of  their  political  system,  and  the  turbu- 
lent habits  which  it  superinduced,  led  their  greatest 
statesmen  and  profoundest  sages  to  conclude  that  war- 
fare was  the  natural  state  of  man;  a  state  which  might, 
possibly,  be  regulated,  but  could  not  be  prevented,  or 
suspended,  by  any  efforts  of  human  policy.     It  is  pos- 
sible that  certain  popular  modem  writers  have  ever  seen 
the  works  of  Herodotus,  Thucydides,  and  Xenophon  ? 
or,  at  least,  learned  from  their  pemsal  to  extol  Greece 
as  the  favourite  land  of  freedom,  in  which  that  greatest 
of  social  blessings  peculiarly  flourished,  from  the  age 
of  Pisistratus  to  the  usurpation  of  Philip  of  Macedon  ? 
Bold  and  fi-equent  struggles,  indeed,  were  made,  and 
much  private  assassination,  and  many  public  butchei^es, 
were  perpetrated  in  the  name  of  liberty,  whose  spirit 
seemed  to  be  continually  boiling  up  into  fire,  and  smoke, 
and  vapour ;  but  whose  substance  was  seldom,  if  ever, 
to  be  found  in  any  of  the  Grecian  commonwealths, 
whether  following  the  fortunes,  and  obeying  the  com- 
mands of  the  Lacedemonian  aristocracy,  or  those  of  tlie 
imperial  democracy  of  Athens. 

Could  the  battle  of  Cheronea  itself,  which  mad6 
Philip  master  of  Greece,  be  more  fatal  to  Grecian  free- 
dom than  the  fields  of  Aigospotami  and  Leuctra?  Xeno- 
phon, certainly,  felt  that  his  cotemporaries  were  not 
free  ;  as  all  his  narrative  writings  8u£Bciently  testify. 
And,  if  we  turn  from  the  recorded  history  of  what  ac- 
tually did  take  place,  to  the  observations  and  schemes 
of  the  ablest  men  who  speculated  upon  those  transac- 
tions, about  the  same  time  we  find  Plato,  and  IsocrateSp 
and  Aristotle,  profound  and  eloquent  as  they  were,  ut- 
terly unable  to  propose  any  plan,  or  devise  any  means^ 
by  which  Greece  might  be  free.  The  great  difficulty 
of  mastering  so  complicated  a  science,  as  that  of  poll- 
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tioal  economy,  must  be  accepted  as  an  apology  for  the 
system  of  policy  recommended  in  that  work,  so  mncH 
idmired  by  the  ancients,  both  Greek  and  Roman — I 
mean  Xenophon's  Cyropaideia.  Fortunately  for  us, 
experience  has  taught  some  few  of  the  nations  of  modern 
Christendom  forms  of  government,  beyond  all  compa* 
rison  more  favourable  to  private  and  public  liberty  and 
peace.  Although  successive  demagogues  had  most 
wretchedly  degraded  the  ancient  Athenian  constitu- 
tion; yet,  if  there  ever  existed  in  Greece  any  foundation 
for  a  goo(i  government,  it  seems  to  have  been  in  th# 
laws,  customs,  and  habits  of  Athens,  as  derived  from 
the  institutions  of  Theseus  and  Solon.  That  excellent 
principle — the  only  one  on  which  a  free  government 
can  be  firmly  grounded—  namely,  that  the  aggregate  of 
private  should  make  public  good ;  and  its  practical  co- 
rollary, that  the  rights  of  individuals,  once  established 
by  law,  should  always  be  held  sacred,  seem  to  have  been 
original  principles,  established  in  the  kingdom  of  The- 
seus, and  the  republic  of  Solon. 

But  a  quite  different  principle  obtained  a  very,  gene- 
ral prevalence  among  the  other  Grecian  commour 
wealths ;  namely,  an  ideal  public  good,  always,  distinct 
from,  and  for  the  most  part  destructive  of,  private  good; 
pretty  nmch  resembling  the  modem  jacobin  doctrine, 
that  the  true  business  of  government  is  so  effectually  to 
provide  for  the  general  good,  as  most  unerringly  to  de- 
stroy all  individual  happiness  and  virtue.  Whereas,  by 
the  very  constitution  of  human  nature,  self-lovCy  or  the 
desire  of  personal  happiness,  is  implanted  in  the  heart 
by  God,  as  the  primary,  the  perpetual  spring  of  all  hu- 
man action.  Man  cannot  love  his  kind,  unless  he  first 
love  himself.  The  ever-active  principle  of  self-love  is 
strongest  in  the  heart  of  every  individual ;  and  is  gra- 
dually weakened  as  it  extends  its  affections  throughout 
all  the  kindred  charities  of  life— parental,  conjugal,  filial 
— ^throughout  all  the  social  ties  of  friends,  neighbours, 
acquaintance,  magistrates,  countiy.  The  predominant 
power  of  the  principle  of  self-lpve  is  implied  in  the  very 
terms  of  that  divine  command,  '^  Thou  shalt  lov#  thy 
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neighbMT  M  thfsey^."*  Meaning,  that  undep  the 
selectest  influences  of  Christian  charity  masi  is  hk. 
quired  to  give  the  wh^le  affections  of  his  nature  to^  his 
neighbour ;  ^hat  is^  to  every  o|ie  who  stanza  in  need  of 
his  kindness. 

j^ut  turbulent^  discontented^  profligate  men;,  in  all 
countries,  trample  upon  the  individual  aflbetions  of  his* 
manity,  and,  in  proportion  as  they  prove  them^yefii 
faithless  husbands,  unnatural  fethers,  disobedient  sons^ 
cruel  masters,  false  friends,  quarrekome  nei^boors, 
rebellious  citizens,  unprincq))ea  in  all  tiieir  conduct,  do 
they  arrogate  to  themselves  the  claim  of  being  the  ect^^ 
ckAsive.  champions  of  the  public  good ;  as  if  it  were 
possible  for  a  wretch,  steepied  in  all  the  atrocity  a|id  de^ 
gradation  of  J9rn;a#e  vice;,  to  be  a  real  patiiot^  actuated  l^ 
a  sincere  desite  to  promote  the  welfare  of  hi^  eounti^  \ 
O  ya(  fjuwfBKVQf  (says  iEschines,  most  itdignantty,  in  his 
oritijon  against  Ctesias)    kai  Tfttmq   wovrjgof,  otnc  ^   v(M 

ysyoifo  S^jpMsyA/yor  Xl^^^h  ^^  °  ''^^  fCKfutra  xau  oniitoroiret  abjfAfftraL 
oi;S^  y%  b  iSia  icpvi^r,  oz/x  ay  frm  yevotro  intM<5ta.  y^i^ros,      ^'  It  is 

impossible,  that  the  unnatural  father,  the  hater  of  his 
^wn  blood,,  ^hoidd  be  an  able  and  feithful  leader  of  his 
country;  that  the  heart  which  is  insensible  totheind-* 
mate  and  touching  .influences  of  domestic  atfeetioa 
should  b/e  alive  to  the  remoter  impulses  of  patriotic  feeU 
ing ;  thai:  private  depravity  should  consist  with  pubh^ 
.virtue  * 

One  of  the  very  first  symptoms  that  discover  the  sel- 
fish and  mischievous  ambition  of  a  demagogue  is  the 
profligate  <Gsregard  of  individual  feeling  and  doi^stic 
afiection.  To  be  tenderly  attached  to  the  little,  precious 
circle  of  kindred,  to  feel  a  yearning  of  the  heart  towards 
the  psuiicular  subdivision  of  society  to  which  we  belong, 
is  the  first  principle,  the  radical  germ  of  public  aflectio». 
It  is  the  first  Hnl:  in  the  series  of  that  golden  chain  of 
love,  by  which  we  are  bound,  first  to  our  fkmilies  and 
friends,  then  to  our  country  and  mankind  at  large* 

Of  all  the  legislators  of  ancient  Greece,  who  under- 
todk  to  promote  the  public  welfare,  by  destroying  sj( 


private  good^  Lyourgui  the  Spartan  was  most  aucce8t« 
fill.  His  first  8t^  was  to  make  the  Lacedemonians  a 
oatipn  of  paupers ;  to  destroy  almost  the  yery  vestigas/ 
rf ,»riT»te  p«)perty,  under  pi^teaoe  of  proyidinglbr 
the  mterest  of  the  oommmiity.  Every  indiviflual  was. 
sequired  to  sacrifioe  all  his  own  pursuits^  comfort^  and 
htLppin^By  to  whatever  was  callea  the  good  of  the  state  ; 
by  which  patriotic  and  fashionable  phrase,  nothing  more 
was  .in  realii^  meant,  than  that  all  private  interest 
should  yield,  and  be  rendered  subservient  to  the  ^cbemea 
and  iriew^  of  the  &w  ambitious  men  who  governed  the 
state,  and  made  the  bodies,  minds,  and  wiUs  of  all  their 
fellow«<eitizens  the  pedestal  of  their  own  exalted  power* 
Anc^  «s  the  public  xmt  national  education  (£ar  no  private 
iastaictipn. was  allowed)  was  chiefly  directed  to  jnender.« 
ingtlt^  ftame  hardy  and  robust,  to  instil  the  neceswt^ 
of'^iBPsqQal  eonxage,  to  teach  dexterity  in  thieving,  and 
sk&  in  ^^gf  ^  inqulcate  habits  of  remorseless  cruelly, 
thf  Xiiaeedemoniass,  under  their  existing  leaders,  were 
alm^f^s^prepared  fer  the  perpetration  of  any  crimes,  hoWf^ 
cmr  iiark  and  atvooiotts ;  and,  in  consequepiee,  were 
pcrpetuatty  employed,  either  va  ass^sainating  the  He^ 
lat€Sg  a  nation  of  bfodier  Qro^,  whom  they  had  rei* 
duncd^  to  tUvory,  or  in  x^aivying  on  war  against,  aful 
domiaeeriog  ^er  and  oppnee(sing,  t^feir  sf  ster  repul>i 
lioan  4rtates.  Whence,  lud  over  Greece,  the  peaceaU# 
and  !the .  quiet,  who  did  Jiot  aim  at  political  influence 
or  military  power,  but  cmly  desired  peace,  u^d  security, 
end  civil  order^  were  e^iposed  to  constaoA  sdarms,  and 
tlie  severest  suiferings. 

But.icven  the  constitutions  of  Theseus  aiid  Solon,  as 
wett  ^  those  of  every  other  4£reeian  commonwealth, 
wi&re  ha  want  of  another  great  political  principle,  spread 
over  many  portions  of  modem  Europe,  namely,  repre^ 
Hfutation^  which  i^,  in  ^t,  the  begjinning,  middle,  and 
end  of  aU  the  governntents,  both  State  and  Feder^,  of 
&ese  United  S^tates.  The  essential  advanit;age  of  the 
principle  of  representati<m  is,  not  merely  th^  a  great 
nation  .can  transact  all  its  pul^c  business  conveniently 
by  its  representatives,  whidi  W9a  a  veiy  small  comitry 
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eaimotdo^  byits  assembled  numbers^  in  wild  democracy ; 
but  also,  that  some  responsibility  may  be  attached  to 
every  department  of  constituted  power ;  by  which  pro- 
vision atone f  whatever  be  the  name  or  form  of  govern- 
ment, real  despotism  can  be  obviated  or  prevented. 
For  the  want  of  this  grand  improvement  in  modem 
political  science,  the  Grecian  Legislators  were  quite  at 
a  loss  how  to  secure  liberty  to  the  great  body  of  the 
people  without  giving  them  despotic  powar ;  and  thus,, 
m  effect,  the  multitude  became  absolute  and  unrespon- 
sible tyrants,  instead  of  being,  what  they  ought  to  be 
in  every  country^  orderly  freemen,  living  in  obedience 
to  the  municipal  laws  of  the  existing  governments. 

Those  persons  are  either  not  wise,  or  not  honest,  or 
neither,  who  pretend  that  political  and  legislative 
science  is  easy  and  obvious^  level  to  the  meanest  capa-^ 
city,  and  most  unlettered  education  ^  -to  the  apprehen- 
sion of  the  peasant  who  directs  the  plough,  the  artisan . 
who  plies  the  loom,  the  carman  who  guides  his  horse, 
and  of  all  the  labouring  classes,  whose  daily  toil  is  dc^ 
voted  to  providing  for  the  necessities  of  each  passing, 
day.  The  writings  of  the .  ablest  Grreek  philosophers 
and  statesmen,  showing  how  very  deficient  that  en« 
lightened  and  illustrious  nation  was  in  many  of  the  most 
important  principles  of  political  economy,  abundantly 

grove  how  difficult  and  complicated  that  science  is.  In- 
eed,  the  history  of  all  nations  demonstrates  by  what 
slow  and  painful  steps,  by  what  apparently  accidental 
circumstances,  by  what  jarring  of  discordant  interests, 
by  what  violence  of  faction  from  within,  by  what  pres- 
sure of  hostility  from  without,  by  what  dear-bought  ex- 
perience of  long-continued  and  accumulated  evils,  any 
advance  towards  perfection  in  the  constitution  and  ad- 
ministration of  government  has  been  made.  The  works 
of  Plato  and  Xenophon  should,  in  particular,  be  stu-- 
died,  in  order  to  form  an  accurate  notion  of  the  imper-. 
fection  of  political  science  in  their  time,  and  of  the  en- 
tire inability,  even  of  their  great  genius  and  extensive 
learning,  to  remedy  the  defects,  or  enlarge  the  bqunda^ 
ries  of  that  important  science* 
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To  arrive  at  any  certain  and  comprehensive  results 
in  political  philosophy,  requires  a  previous  patient  and 
accurate  analysis  of  by  far  the  most  complicated  class 
of  phenomena  that  can  engage  our  attention ;  namely, 
.those  effects  whidi  result  from  the  intricate,  and  often 
imperceptible  mechanism  of  political  society.  In  ancient 
times,  it  was  impossible  to  make  this  analysis;  because, 
before  the  inventionof  printing,  and  consequent  diffusion 
of  knowledge  among .  a  large  proportion  of  every  civi* 
lized  community,  the  human  mind  was  compelled  to 
waste  itself  in  such  researches,  unaided  and  solitary ; 
and  the<  difficulties  attending  these  complicated  inquiries 
must  for  ^ever  have  baffled  the  efforts  of  individual  ge* 
nius;  since,  even  nowy  they  yield  slowly  and  reluctantly 
to  the  united  exertions  of  so  many  successive  ages,  and 
such  numerous  hosts  of  philosophers  and  politicians,  all 
combined  to  prosecute  the  same  inquiries.  In  propor- 
tion as  the  experience  and  reasonings  of  different  indivi- 
cluals^  jof  different  ages  and  countries,  are  brought  to 
bear  directly  upon  the  same^  objects,  and  are  so:  skilfully 
c^mbined^  as  to  illustrate,  modify,  and  limit  ^ach  other^ 
the  science  of  political  economy  assumes  more  and 
more  that  systematic  arrangement  and  form,  which 
give  both  encouragement,  and  assistance  to  the  efforts  of 
future  investigators. 

In  prosecuting  the  science  of  political  philosophy,  little 
is  to  be  learned  from  perusing  the  speculations  of  an- 
cient sages ;  because  they  confine  tneir  attention  to  a 
comparison  of  the  different  forms  of  government,  whe- 
ther simple,  as  monarchial,  aristocratic,  or  democratic ; 
or  mixed,  as  in  a  combination,  variously  proportioned  of 
these  elemental  institutions;  and  to  examining  the  pro- 
visions made  by  each  state,  for  perpetuating  its  own 
national  existence,  and  extending  its  own  military  glory. 
It  was  reserved  for  the  purer  religion,  and  brighter  phi- 
losophy of  modem  times,  to  investigate  those  universal 
principles  of  moral  justice,  which  ought,  under  every 
form  of  government,  to  regulate  the  whole  system  of 
social  order,  and  make  as  equitable  a  distribution  as 
possible,  among  all  the  different  members  of  a  commu- 
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nitfj  of  ^  advantages  and  burdens  of  politiod  un]0|(i« 
In  «J1  the  departments  of  literature^  scienee^  and  art/in 
which  genius  discovers  within  itself  the  materials  of  its 
own  labour^  as  oratory^  poetry,  paintings  arehitectorev 
sculpture,  pure  geometry,  and  some  branches  of  moral 
philosophy,  the  ancients  have  left  great  and  fimshad 
specimens  of  excdlence.  But  in  ^ysics,  or  natural 
philosc^y,  where  the  jMrc^ess  of  in^ova[iMatdepmida 
upon  an  immesyse  collection  of  accumulated  facts^  and 
their  skilftd  combination;  and,  above  aU,  in  politics, 
where  the  materials  of  information  are  scattored  over 
the  whole  surface  of  human  society,  and  am  atiU  moM 
difficult  to  collect  and  arrange,  the  means  of  *cMam«iii« 
cation  afforded  by  the  press,  have^  in  the  ■  lapse  of  iim 
two  kst  centuriea,  done  infinitely  more  to  aceeksWIetlM 
progress  of  tW  human  im»d,  by  ^  locreaM  of  wb- 
stantial  information^  than  had  be^i  acoomplisbed  in  «aU 
preceding  ages.*  .         , 

One  chief  design  of  the  legislators  of  anti(]ui^  ^ai 
to  counteract  the  love  cf  numey,  and  prevent  )«n«!y> 
by  positive  institutions,  and  sumptuary  laws ;  and  Jm 
perpetuate  halnts  of  frugidit^r,  and  a  st^m  seventy  «f 
manners,  throughout  the  great  tnass  of  the  popiilation% 
The  Grecian  and  Roman  historians  and  philoso|Aeni 
uniformly  attribute  the  decline  and  fall  of  every  nalioii 
to  the  destructive  influ^aoe  of  genera/  wealth  upon  the 


*  During  the  Ust  fifty  yeara,  tfienfisttfodightaiedipidiAi^i 
mists  in  Elurope  bate  laboured  to  Improvo  th^  4;9Bditioa  4»f  Jmima 
society,  by  endeavouring  to  inform  jthe  minds,  and  smend  the  actiii^ 
policy  of  existing  statesmen  and  legislators.  Some  Of  the  b^  worlJ 
on  4kis  subject  a««,  Sir  James  Stmrt^e  Treadae  on  miUieal  fi«o» 
nomy.  Dr.  Smith's  Wealth  ctf  MaAops^  Mr*  Malthas?!  Bmy  tm 
Population,  Mr*  Brougham's  Inquiry  into  Colomal  Bolky^  the  £ad 
of  8elkiriL'8  Essay  on  Emigration^  tne  Chevalier  Filangiens's  Tr^a* 
fise  on  Legislation,  Mr.  Bentham^s  work  on  the  same  subject,  tts^ 
work«  of  M«  Target,  and  M.  Quesni^,  «f  M.  Say,  of  the  Marsala 
Veccaria,  and  of  Gamponanea,  the  S^paoish  fihilonoplierf  whofva 
work  on  the  importaniBe  of  Agriculture  and  Commerce  led  him  t# 
the  dungeons  of  4he  Inquisition  in  170Q,  from  which  he  waalibe* 
rated,  after  an  mcarceration  of  twelTo  yeara^  by  the  reTotuitton  of 
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Aitf  oiuil  ^ancter ;  rendering  the  men  idle^  effeminate^ 
dastardly^  and  profligate,  fit  only  to  be  slaves  and  syco- 
jritanta ;  and  inducing  the  women  to  be  immodest  and 
vitioiia.  But  the  policy  of  modern  legislators  is  du-eetly 
die  mrerse  of  these  self-denying  crainanees;  so  far 
from  drcamn^  that  poverty  aim  beggary  are  the  sinews 
of  nafeicmid  strength,  they  are  perpetually  labouring  to 
e^en  mew  sourees  of  individual  and  collective  opulence^ 
and  to  stimulate  the  active  industry  of  all  classes,  by 
endomraging  a  general  taste  for  the  eonveniences,  eom- 
forts,  ana  lukuries^  of  hfe.  Aiid  in  modem  Christendom, 
tlM^  ilV>fit' wealthy  nations  invariably  exhibit  a  popula- 
IMH^  whieb  exercise?  the  greatest  mdustry,  mmi  enjoys 
Ae  Riest*  unrestrained  freedom ;  indeed,  it  was  the  ge^ 
mxffiBi  Affttsien  of  wealth  among  the  lower  order  of  the 
people^  more  e^ecially  amone  the  burghers  dP  the 
cities,  which  first  gave  birth  to  uie  spirit  of  perscmal  in- 
dependence »Ki  national  liberty  in  modem  Europe; 
arc  fi4iieh  pmduced  in  some  of  the  govensments,  even 
on  the  ^ropean  eontinenl^  as  in  Holland^  the  Hanse 
Towns,  Sweden,  and  Switzerland,  a  far  more  equal  di& 
fcsion  of  freedom  and  happiness  than  ever  existed  under 
the  most  highfy  vaunted  ecmstitutions  of  heathen  anti* 
qui^.     * 

The  free  g^emments  of  continental  Europe,  to  be 
fwe,  were  overfehrewn,  and  for  a  while  destroyed  by 
the  force  wd  fraud  of  revolutionary  France,  who,  with 
tile  H¥>8t  rigid  impartiality,  restored  all  her  vassal  states 
to  tiieir  pristine  condition  of  poverty,  barbarism,  and 
bondage,  such  m  shroiided  the  whole  of  Christendom 
in  Cimmerian  darkness,  before  commerce  and  wealth 
had  poured  in  their  streams  of  civilization,  intelligence, 
and  nreedoin.  But  Britain,  who  was  enabled,  by  the 
prompt  and  permanent  power  of  her  government,  and 
by  the  characteristic  energy  of  her  people,  to.  ride  out 
in  safety  and  triumph  the  revolutionary  storm  and  tem- 
pest, wtii^b  scattepred  the  wrecks  of  the  other  European 
govemmento  over  all  d\e  ooean  of  rmtij,  has  unifbrmly 
increased  m  t]|e  starength  <^  her  executive,  smd  in  w^ 
Ijlierty  and  refimemeat  of  her  peenle,  in  proportion  q» 
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private  and  public  wealth  have  been  diffused  throughout 
all  her  dominionsr  The  radical  and  fatal  defect  of  an* 
cient  legislation  appears  to  have  been  its  constant  aim 
to  shape  and  mould,  by  the  force  of  positive  institutions, 
the  order  of  human  society,  according  to  some  pre- 
conceived, abstract  notion  of  political  expediency,  with- 
out sufficiently  trusting  to  those  universal  principles  in 
the  natural  constitution  of  itian,  which,  when  allowed 
full  scope  of  exertion^  never  fail  to  conduct  the  com- 
monwealth to  a  progressive  improvement  in  its  condi- 
tion^ and  to  a  continual  exaltation  of  character. 

The  chief  excellence  in  the  system  of  modem  policy, 
is  its  conformity,  in  some  of  the  most  important  points 
of  economics,  to  the  order  of  nature ;  and  it  is  errone- 
ous, just  so  far  as  it  imposes  restraints  upon  the  natural 
course  of  human  affairs,  by  stifling  the  growth  or  per- 
verting the  direction  of  individual  industry  and  private 
property.  Some  of  the  most  absurd  and  ruinous  of 
these  restraints  are  to  be  found  in  mercantile  monopolies, 
which  increase,  unnecessarily,  the  price  of  all  the  mono- 
poly articles;  in  protecting  duties  on  domestic  manu- 
factures, which  ensures  to  the  consumer  a  worse  com- 
modity at  a  heavier  expense  than  a  better  article  could 
be  furnished  by  foreign  importation ;  in  prohibitions  of 
exportation,  which  operate  as  a  check  to  production,  by 
closing  the  avenues  to  competition  in  the  marketi 
of  other  nations ;  in  all  the  beggarly  and  despicable  ex- 
pedients of  embargo,  non-intercourse,  and  non-importa- 
tion, the  misbegotten  progeny  of  the  restrictive  system; 
all  of  which  directly  tend  to  repress  the  growth  of  na- 
tional wealth,  retard  the  progress  of  population,  para- 
lyze the  exertions  of  private  enterprise,  wither  the 
sinews  of  public  resource,  render  the  government  odious 
and  oppressive  at  home,  ineffectual*  and  contemptible 
abroad. 

The  most  efficient  plan  of  policy,  which  any  govern- 
ment can  pursue  for  establishing  the  prosperity  and  ad- 
vancing the  greatness  of  its  people,  is  careftilly  to  follow, 
and  steadily  maintain,  the  order  of  things  pointed  out  by 
Nature  herself;  that  is  to  say,  by  allowmg  every  one^ 
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US  long  as  he  observes  the  rules  of  justice  and  common 
hones^,  to  pursue  his  own  private  interest  in  his  own 
way,  and  use  his  industry,  talents,  and  capital,  in  the 
most  f5pee  and  unrestrained  competition  with  the  capital, 
talentSy  and  industry  of  his  fellow-citizens ;  and  thus  to 
ensure  a  continual  augmentation  of  the  aggregate 
amount  of  national  labour,  intelligence,  and  riches. 
Every  system  of  policy  which  endeavours,  either  by  ex- 
traorainary  encouragements  to  seduce  towards  any 
given  species  of  industry  a  larger  proportion  of  the 
capital  of  the  country  than  would  oe  naturally  employed 
therein^  if  each  man  were  left  to  the  unbiassed  employ- 
ment of  his  own  labour  and  property — or,  by  extraor- 
dinary restraints,  to  force  from  any  particular  species  of 
industry  some  share  of  the  capital  which  would  other- 
wise be  employed  in  it — has  a  direct  tendency  to  im- 
poverish and  weaken  the  whole  cominunity. 

A  most  instructive  chapter  on  political  economy  might 
be  written  on  the  ruinous  effects  of  those  short-sighted 
views,  which  prompted  our  general  government,  some 
few  years  since,  to  endeavour  to  build  up  the  interests  of 
the  American  farmers  upon  the  ruin  of  the  American 
merchants ;  whereas  the  well-being  of  agriculture  and 
commerce  is  reciprocal ;  they  are  twin-sisters ;  they  are 
bom,  and  flourish,  and  fade,  and  die  together.  Iti  mo- 
dem Europe,  generally,  a  system  of  policy  the  reverse 
of  this  has  been  adopted;  and  one,  (Scarcely  less  opposed 
to  the  order  of  nature,  in  the  developement  of  national 
wealth  and  greatness :  I  mean  encouraging  the  industry 
of  towns  and  cities,  at  the  expense  of  the  labour  of  the 
country ;  and  sacrificing  the  interests  of  agriculture  to 
those  of  commerce. 

The  mercantile  system,  which  is  now  interwoven  ii^ 
every  department  of  European  policy,  is  based  upon 
two  radically  erroneous  principles ;  namely,  restraints 
rupon  importation,  and  encouragements  to  exportation ; 
hoth  of  which  are  unpropitious  to  the  wealth  and  pros- 
perity^ of  the  nation  that  imposes  them. 

Generally  speaking,  the  Jreer  a  government  is,  the 
moore  it  consults  and  provides  for  the  personal,  domestic. 
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and  social  liberty  and  ha^^inefts  of  its  own  people^  tim 
less  inclined^  aiid  lees  able  it  is  to  watch  over,  and  iik 
fluence  the  mov^nents  of  other  countries ;  and^  to  far  it 
is  deficient  in  its  system  oi foreign  policy.  Henot  ariaes 
the  difficulty  of  constituting  It  system  <^  govemmtat 
which .  shall  unite  in  itself  the  threefold  advantage  ^f 
personal  liberty,  a  strong  executiTe,  and  "an  ample  dere- 
li^ement  of  the  nationsd  mind;  because  th^  fall  efyoV'* 
ment  of  ii^ividual  freedom,  and  great  power  in  wdd 
executive,  are  continually  <^erating  to  thwart  and 
counteract  the  efforts  of  each  other;  and,  without  a 
permanently  powerful  executive^  it  is  scarcely  iMMsibla 
to  obtain  a  general  developement  of  the  national  mind  ; 
so  as  to  provide  a  regular  successiim  of  able  and  ezpe*- 
rienced  men,  in  all  the  departments  of  public  service^ 
through  a  series  of  ages. 

The^r^^  requisite,  the  most  essential  foundation  of  aU 
good  government,  the  full  preservation  of  personal  li« 
berty,  and  private  property,  which  may  be  considered 
as  the  sheet-anchor  of  human  society,  is  provided  for  m 
a  most  eminent  degree  by  a//  the  American  constitutions^ 
both  State  and  F^ral.  But  twt  one  of  them  all  givntt 
a  sufficient  scqpe  and  permanency  of  power  to  its  execu^ 
tive>  nor  sufitcnently  provides  for  the  developement  of 
the  i^ional  mind,  on  a  scale  of  large  aiid  liberal  informal 
tion.  Whence,  consequently,  every  incUvidual  in  t^ 
United  States  is  called  upon  to  provide,  to  the  utmost  tif 
his  ability,  in  his  own  personal  vigilance  ovcdr  the  best 
interests  of  religion  ana  morals,  fi^r  the  deficient  p^mrar 
and  energy  of  voq  government.  In  most  other  ooim^ 
tries^  the  government  is  all,  and  the  peo]^  nothing; 
whence  they  exhibit  the  melancholy  ^ctacle  of  capit<^ 
cious  tyrants  oa  tjae  one  hand^  and  the  sufiering  slavea 
of  oppression  and  ignorance  on  die  other  ;*^ Whereas^ 
in  the  United  States,  it  is  neariy  the  reverse  t  the  people 
are  all,  and  the  government  notmx^;  which  b  tbe  eeroew 
of  liberty,  and  imposes  severer  obligations  of  ddtr  oil 
every  free  citizen  to  watch  over  the  wel&rO  of  the 
public,  the  most  permanent  props  and  buttresses  of 
which  welfare  are  the  strict  preeenrotioti  and  Ipwcral 
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diffiision  of  pure  religion  and  sound  morals^  throughout 
all  the  different  carders  of  the  community. 

Whatever  political  relation  subsisted  between  tht 
American  colonies  antecedent  to  the  revolution,  in 
1776^  ^  constituent  parts  of  the  British  empire,  or  as 
diqiendencies  upon  it,  was  completely  dissolved  from 
the  moment  of  the  declaraticm  of  American  indepen*- 
deuce;  for,  from  that  moment  they  became,  severally, 
bdependent  and  sovereign  States,  possessing  all  the 
rightt^  jurisdictions,  and  authority  that  other  sovereign 
Ste.te8,  however  constituted  or  named,  possess;  and 
bound  by  no  ties,  legal  or  political,  but  of  their  own  cre^ 
ation,  excepting  those  by  which  all  other  civilized  na^ 
tion&  are  equally  bound ;  and  which,  together,  codstv- 
tute  the  conventional  and  customary  law  of  nations, 
llie  constitution,  considered  as  a  federal  compact,  or 
ldlia]ftce«between  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  does 
not  d^rfrcmi  other  national  compacts;  but,  considered 
la  an  original  sadcU  compact,  it  is  novel  and  unique* 
The  American  revoluti<»i  gave  birth  to  this  system  of 
polity  I  ^md  in  the  States,  genersdly,  a  vrritten  constitu- 
tion was  framed^  and  adopted  by  the  peopje,  both  iii 
thdr  individual  and  sovereig^i  clEipacity  and  charac^. 

The  ^advantagefr  of  a  written  constitution  are  many 
and  obvious ;  power,  when  tmdeined,  has  a  perpetual 
tendency  to  become  absolute ;  and  the  investigation  of 
social  rights,  when  tber^  is  no  constitutional  te^t  to 
consult  for  their  elqdanation,  is  a  task  difficult  to  Ikv 
eompUah,  and  almost  useless  when  perfbrm^d^  As  it  ia 
i^cessaty  to  the  preservation  of  a  free  government,  es- 
tablished upon  the  principles  of  a  rpplrtsentatwe  repuh^ 
lie,  that  every  man  i^hould  know  his  own  rights,  it  ii*; 
also  Mc&ssary  to  be  able,  on  all  occasions,  to  refer  to 
them*  Where  the  sovereignty  is  vested  in  the  people, 
govesinment  is  a  subofidinate  powers  and  the  mere  crea^ 
turo  of  the  people's  will ;  it  ought,  therefor^,  to  be  so 
constructed  that  its  opco^atfons  may  he  the  subject  of 
constant  observation  and  severe  scrutiny.  By  com*^ 
paring  the  principles  of  the  civil  pdQty  of  the  United 
^States  with  th^ir  ^e^dtn  upon  tb^  progress  of  the  Ame^ 
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rican  goveminent,  and  the  spirit  of  the  American  peo^ 
pie,  we  should  be  led  to  appreciate  the  municipal  insti- 
tutions of  this  country  at  their  true  value.  Andy  per- 
haps, it  would  be  adviseable  to  derive  tlie  elements  of  a 
legal  and  parliamentary  education  in  the  United  Stateii, 
chiefly  from  the  history  and  constitutions  of  America 
herself;  by  which  means  might  be  imbibed  the  genu- 
ine principles  of  republican  government  from  legitiibate 
fountains;  and  the  student  also  avoid  the  bias  of  any 
undue  impressions  derived  from  the  artificial  distinc- 
tions^ the  oppressive  establishments,  the  feudal  en- 
croachments, the  ecclesiastical  intolerance  and  mono- 
poly, which  distinguish  and  deform  almost  all  the  na- 
tions of  Europe. 

Undoubtedly  the  British  constitution,  which,  al- 
though not  written,,  and  therefore  constructive,  is  yet  to 
be  learned  from  various  precedents  respecting  the  royal 
prerogative  on  one  hand,  and  the  privileges  of  the  peo- 
ple on  the  other ;  and  in  which  the  several  powers  of 
government  are-limited,  though  in  an  uncertain  way,  in 
respect  to  each  other ;  and  the  three  ppwers  of  king, 
lords,  and  commons,  combined  together,  are  without  any 
cheeky  at  aft  in  the  constitution ;  whence  their  union  in 
parliament  has  been  styled  omnipotent,  from  the  sove- 
reignty of  the  nation  residing  in  that  body;  and  the 
municipal  code  of  England,  consisting  of  the  common  or 
customary,  and  the  statute  law,  to  an  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  which  the  American  lawyers  are  so  early, 
so  deeply,  and  so  constantly  introduced  by  the  prevail- 
ing course  of  their  professional  inquiries  and  practice, 
teem  with  invaluable  principles  of  unstained  justice, 
liberal  equity,  profound  policy,  and  accomplished  socid 
order — principles  which  cannot  be  too  generally  known, 
studied,  and  received;  nevertheless,  it  must  be  remem- 
bered, that  many  of  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  the 
English  government,  and  many  of  the  maxims  of 
English  jurisprudence,  are  utterly  subversive  of  an 
equality  of  political  rights,  and  totally  incompatible  with 
the  republican  form  and  spirit  of  the  American  institu- 
tions and  establishments.     We  must,  therefore,  c^ire- 
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ftiUy  distinguish  between  the  principles  which  pervade 
the  British,  and  the  genius  which  quickens  the  Ame« 
rican  government;,  and  cultivate  a  correct  acquaintance 
with  republican  maxims,  and  cherish  a  devoted  attach- 
ment to  the  systems  of  liberty  and  justice,  established 
in  these  United  States.  This  subject  is  elaborately 
and  ably  unfolded  by  Mr.  Chancellor  Kent,  in  the  In-. 
troduction  to  his  Course  of  Lectures  on  Law,  delivered 
in  Columbia  College. 

All  the  American  Constitutions,  as  well  those  of  the 
separate  as  of  the  United  States,  are  based  on  an 
equality  of  civil  and  religious  rights  in  all  the  people, 
except  the  negro  slaves,  and  an  entire  absence  of  all 
privileged  orders,  and  politico-religious  establishments. 
They  differ  from  all  other  governments,  ancient  and 
modern,  in  being  altogether  elective  and  representative; 
and  in  consisting  of  so  many  different  state  sovereign- 
ties, with  a  general  or  federal  head.  The  existence  of 
the  state  sovereignties,  with  each  its  separate  executive, 
legislative,  and  judicial  departments,  provides  for  all 
the  purposes  of  municipal  and  local  regulation,  and 
admits  of  any  extent  of  territory,  and  any  increase  of 
population,  without  danger  or  inconvenience;  while 
the  general  government  is  organized  to  watch  over  the 
national  interests,  to  maintain  due  intercourse  with 
foreign  powers,  and  determine  the  momentous  ques- 
tions of  peace  and  war.  Many  persons  in  this  country, 
and  Europeans  generally,  express  their  conviction  that 
the  present  form  of  our  government  cannot  last  long; 
but  that  the  American  confederacy  will  be  speedily  dis- 
solved by  its  own  intrinsic  weakness,  and  prodigious 
extent  of  territory. 

But  a  closer,  and  more  patient  inspection,  probably, 
would  induce  them  to  believe  in  the  continuance  of  the 
union,  and  the  prepetuity  of  free  and  popular  institu- 
tions. We  have  the  authority  of  two  distinguished 
statesmen  of  the  present  day  for  believing  in  the  dura- 
tion of  our  republican  institutions ;  the  one  a  foreigner, 
the.  other  a  native.  A  French  philosopher,  Barb6  de 
Marbois,  in  speculating  upon  this  subject,  says,  ^*  Th« 
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experience  of  past  ages,  the  recollection  of  human  revo* 
lutions,  excites  some  disquietude  in  relation  to  the  fu- 
ture destinies  of  the  United  States.     The  usual  con-» 
sequences  are  apprehended  from    the  movements  of 
private  ambition,  the  inequality  of  fortunes,  the  love 
of  conquest.     But,  under  the  peculiar  circumstance} 
in  which   the   United   States    are   placed,    the    past 
cannot  serve  as  a  criterion  for  the  future.     It  is  toie, 
that  free  nations  have  been  lost  in  despotism;  but  had 
those  nations  a  precise  idea  of  their  rights  and  du- 
ties ?     Were  they  acquainted  with  the  tutelary  institui* 
tions  of  this  day,  the  independence  of  the  judiciary, 
the  trial  by  jury,  the  system  of  representative  assem- 
blies and  self  taxation,  the  force  of  public  opinion,  now 
superior  to  all  opposition?  Among  the  ancients,  liberty 
was  but  a  feeling;  in  our  times,  it  is  both  a  feeling  and 
a  positive  science.     We  all  know  how  liberty  is  loft; 
we  are  all  acquainted  with  the  means  of  defending  and 
preserving  it.    The  United  States  have  now  been  happy 
and  free  for  nearly  half  a  century.     Liberty  has  stnidt 
deep  jroot  in  the  country;  it  is  entwined  witii  the  first 
affections  of  the  heart;  it  enters  into  the  earliest  Gom^ 
binationa  of  thought;  it  is  spun  into  the  primitive  sta-- 
pie  of  the  menital  frame  of  the  Americans ;  it  is  wrought 
mto/the  very  stamina  of  all  their  institutions,  political 
and  social; :  it  thoroughly  pervades,   and  perceptibly 
Tpiodifies  even  their  domestic  life;  it  is  prot€^:;ted  by. re*, 
ligion.and  the  laws;  it  is  linked  with  every  habit,  opin- 
^n^  and  interest^  it  has,  in  fine,  become  the  common 
reason,  and  the  want  of  all  the  American  people.     Ph>* 
pose  slavery  to;such  a  people;  talk  to  them  of  unity  in 
the  head;  multiply  your  sophisms  as  you  please,  to 
prove  to  th^  the  paternity  of  arbitrary  power,  ^ey 
will  never  understand  you.     We  must  not  suppose  tha^ 
the  love  of  conquest,  that  fatal  passion,  will  master  or 
lead  astray  the  councils  of  a  nation,  which,  setting  put 
from  a.  line  of  nearly  fifteen  hundred  leagues  of  coast, 
may  spread  the  noble  and  hallowed  empire  of  industiy 
and  the  arts  from  the  shores  of  the  Nortiiem  Ocean 
to  those  .of  ^^  Pacific.'*  - 
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The  late  Mr.  Gouverncur  Morris,  who  was  one  of 
the  most  able,  splendid,  and  efficient  of  the  statesmen 
that  framed  the  Federal  Constitution,  in  a  private  letter, 
written  to  a  friend  towards  the  close  of  his  life,  ex- 
presses himself  thus:    "Those  who  formed  our/ con- 
stitution were  not  blind  to  its  defects:  they  believed  a 
republican  government  to  be  the  best;  they  believed  a 
monarchial  form  to  be  neither  solid  nor  durable;  they 
conceived  it  to  be  vigorous  or  feeble,  active  or  slothful, 
wise  or  foolish,  mild  or  cruel,  just  or  unjust,  according 
to' the  personal  character  of  the  prince.     It  is  a  dupery 
to  cite  the  duration  of  the  French  monarchy  at  eight 
<;enturies.     In  that  period,  the  provinces  which  lately 
composed  it  passed,  by  various  fortune,  from  their  sub- 
jection to  Rome,  through  the  conquests  of  barbarians, 
the  ferociousness  of  feudal  aristocracy,  and  the  horrors 
«f  anarchy  and  civil  war,  to  their  union  under  the  Bour- 
bons/   That  union  was  not  consolidated  until  the  soar- 
ing roiritof  Richlieu,  and  the  flexible  temper  of  Mazarin, 
\taA  tamed  an  indignant  nobility  to  the  yoke  of  obe- 
dience.   By  the  vanity,  the  ambition,  and  the  talents  of 
Louis  the  Fourteenth,  France  became  the  terror  of  Eu- 
rope.    By  the  facile  immoraUty  of  the  Regent,  and  the 
lasciviousness  and  feeukncsspf  Louis  the  Fifteenth,  she 
sunk  almost  into  contempt.     After  a  few  years  of  dis- 
tempered existence,  under  the  mild  and  virtuous  Louis 
the  Sixteenth,  the  lamp  of  that  boasted  monarchy  was 
extinguished  in  his  blood." — There  are  also  some  very 
«hrewd  and  sensible  remarks,  on  the  probable  duratioik 
of  our  confederated  republic,  in  ^^  Letters  from  the 
Southy*  a  work  lately  publish^. 

Tlie  general,  or  Federal  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  framed  by  a  convention  of  deputies  from  the 
States  of  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut^ 
New-York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Ma- 
ryland, Virginia,  North  Carelina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  at  a  session,  begun  May  35th,  and  ended  Sep^ 
tember  1 7th,  1 787.  It  first  went  into  operation  on  the 
4th  of  Maipch,  1789.  Its  provisions  are,  in  substance^, 
;^]^9se :— All  le^laH^e  powers,  granted  by  the  Constitur 
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tion,  are  vested  in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States,  con- 
sisting of  a  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives.  The 
representatives  are  chosen  every  second  year  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  several  states;  the  electors  in  each  state 
having  the  qualifications  requisite  for  electors  of  the 
most  numerous  branch  of  the  State  Legislature.  The 
representative  must  be  twenty-five  years  old,  have  been 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  seven  years,  and  be  an 
inhabitant  of  the  state  in  which  he  is  chosen.  Re- 
presentatives and  direct  taxes  are  apportioned  among 
the  several  states,  according  to  their  respective  num- 
bers, determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  6f 
free  persons,  including  those  bound  to  service,  and  ex- 
cluding Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  other  per- 
sons. The  actual  enumeration  of  the  people  is  to  be 
made  every  ten  years,  in  the  mode  directed  by  Con- 
gress; the  number  of  representatives  not  exceeding  one 
in  thirty  thousand :  only,  each  state  shall  have  at  least 
one  representative.  When  vacancies  happen  in  the 
representation  from  any  state,  the  State  Executive  issuei 
writs  of  election  to  fill  them.  The  House  of  Repre- 
5entatives  choose  their  speaker,  and  have  the  sole 
povTer  of  impeachment. 

On  this  portion  of  the  Federal  Constitution  it  may 
be  observed,  that  the  mode  of  electing  the  members  of 
the  lower  house  of  Congress  varies  in  the  different 
states  according  to  the  various  modes  of  electing  their 
own  representatives,  established  by  the  laws  of  the 
several  states.  In  some,  the  whole  number  to  which 
the  state  is  entitled  is  elected  by  the  whole  people  of 
the  state;  in  others,  they  are  distributed  into  election 
districts;  ;n  some,  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  is  requi- 
site ;  in  others,  only  a  plurality ;  in  some,  residence  of 
the  candidate  in  the  district  is  required;  in  others,  not. 
Tlie  mode  by  districts,  and  plurality  of  votes  with  resi- 
dence of  the  candidate,  is  most  general  throughout  the 
Union. 

The  frequent  recurrence  to  the  people,  by  the  fri^ 
quency  of  elections,  is  a  radical  imperfection  which 
pervades  all  the  American  constitutions,  both  state  and 
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federal.     It  has  a  direct  tendency  to  make  the  repre* 
sentatives  too  local  in  their  policy^  and  to  induce  them 
rather  to  aim  at  pleasing  their  own  immediate  constitu* 
ents  than  to  advance  the  general  good  of  the  nation  at 
large  ;  a  measure  which  sometimes  requires  an  apparent 
sacrifice  of  the  local  interest  of  the  peculiar  district 
which  they  represent.     When  once  seated  in  Congress, 
the  members  should  recollect  that  they  represent  the 
United  States,  as  one  great  empire,  and  not  merely  the 
litde  district  of  any  particular  state,  whether  of  Virginia, 
or  of  Rhode-Island,  of  New^York,  or  of  Delaware.     A 
triennial  election  is  quite  frequent  enough  for  the  gene-r 
ral  government  of  so  extensive  a  country,  and  such  a 
rapidly-increasing  population.     This  frequency  of  elec- 
tion, however,  is  praised  as  the  consummation  of  politi-r 
cal  excellence,  by  many  writers  and  speakers  on  the  art 
of  government ;  yet  it  seems  to  have  an  immediate  ten- 
4ency  to  throw  great  obstacles  in  the  way  of  national 
improvement  and  prosperity.     The  electiiMis,^  both  of 
senators  and  representatives,  as  well  in  the  general  as 
in  the  state  governments,  recur  too  often,  particularly  of 
the  lower  branch  of  the  legislature.    South  Carolina  and 
Tennessee  are  the  only  two  states  in  the  Union  whos^ 
representatives  are  elected  for  so  long  a  term  as  two 
years ;  in  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island,  the  elections 
are  semi-annual ;  in  all  the  other  states,  yearly. 

The  almost  necessary  consequence  of  these  frequent 
elections  is,  that  the  representatives  feel  themselves  too 
dependent  upon  the  will  of  their  constituents ;  whereas, 
they  ought  to  be  left  entirely  free  to  exercise  the  power 
delegated  to  them,  at  their  own  discretion,  and  to  the 
best  of  their  judgment,  for  the  good  of  the  country  at 
large.     The  people  also  are  incessantly  exposed  to  cor- 
ruption, amidst  the  perpetual  intrigue  and  turmoil  of  fr  ' 
quently  recurring  elections ;  whence  incapable  mer^^^* 
are  too  liable  to  be  returned  to  the  legislature..       ^^  ^ 
notorious  fact,  that  in  many  districts  of  the  T^ion,  un-- 
less  a  representative  follows  and   obey?  ^^^   current 
opinions,  prejudices,  and  passions  ofthr^^Y^  ^^  Y^^^  ^f 
be  re^lect^d,  owing  to  the  runninr^f  the  popular  tid^ 
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i^inst  him^  whatever  may  be  his  other  qualifications. 
Add  to  this^  that  in  consequence  of  the  short  period  of 
public  service^  it  is  hot  easy  to  investigate  and  amml 
spurious  elections^  before  the  session  itself  be  at  an  end ; 
whence^  there  is  a  danger^  that  if  a  return  can  be  ob« 
tained^  no  matter  by  what  improper  means^  the  irre- 
gular member^  who  takes  his  seat  of  course^  shall  hold  it 
quite  long  enough  to  answer  all  his  purposes  of  legis- 
lation. What  i3  this  in  effect,  but  offering  a  high  boimty 
bylaw,  for  the  employment  of  electioneering  intrigue 
and  fraud,  in  order  to  obtain  a  return?  Such  a  system, 
having  an  unavoidable  tendency  to  bewilder  and  corrupt 
the  people,  and  to  induce  them  to  elect  unworthy  re- 
presentatives, almost  ensures  the  production  of  a  Ic^s- 
lature,  not  the  best  qualified  by  talents,  learning,  wealth, 
probity,  and  character,  to  discharge  «o  solemti  and 
important  a  duty,  as  that  of  framing  laws  for  the  well- 
bemg  of  an  extensive,  powerftil,  and  fast-growing  com* 
jnonwealth. 

A  great  part  of  every  year,  in  every  place  through- 
out the  Union,  is  literally  consumed  in  cabals  and  in<- 
trigues,  carried  on  between  the  candidates  of  the  several 
parties  and  the  people,  in  order  to  prepare  and  accom- 
plish all    the  various  manoeuvres    of   electioneering 
tactics,  ^hich  are  put  in  constant  requisition,  by  the 
frequent   recurrence   of  elections   for  representatives^ 
both  of  the  separate  and  of  the  United  States.  Whence, 
a  large  portion  of  the  time  which  the  people  ought  to 
employ  in  productive  industry,   is  expended  in  proses 
cutmg  the  unprofitable  trade  of  politics.     The  expe- 
rience of  history  shows,  that  the  democratic  forms  of 
government  are  also  in  themselves  liable  to  these  in- 
<!onveniences ;  namely,  that  they  are  too  tedietis  in 
^^ing  to  any  public  resolution,  and  seldom  sufiiciently 
^J?^  rad  expeditious  in  carrying  their  resolutions  into 
ettect ;  \^^^  ^^  various  minds  are  successively  employed^ 
they    are  tiecessarily  wavering    and    unsteady>   and 
scarcely  ^v^i  ^g^g^y^j^  ^  ^^  accomplishment  iif  thi 
ineasures  which+ji^y  resolve  to  pursue ;  that  they  an 
often  mvolred  m  ivctions,  which  expose  the  Nation  tt 
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be  made,  the  instrament^  if  not  the  victim,  of  ^^reign 
powers.  Now,  frequent  elections  cannot  fail  of  render- 
ing a  government  too  dilatory  in  its  resolves ;  because, 
under  such  circumstances,  no  prudent  administration 
would  ever  venture  upon  any  important  national  mea- 
sure, until  it  had  felt  the  pulse,  not  only  of  the  lcgisla-» 
ture^  but.  of  the  people  also. 

The  experience  of  history  equally  proves,  that  the 
great  body  of  the  people,  in  every  country,  are  prone  to 
be  too  much  elated  by  temporary  success,  and  too  much 
dejecfted  by  occasional  misfortune.  This  disposition 
alone  reJIiders  them  perpetually  wavering  in  their 
opinions  about  affairs  of  state,  and  prevents  the  possi- 
bility of  their  ever  long  continuing  steadily  fixed  to  any 
one  point.  -  And  as  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
chosen  by  the  voice  of  the  general  people,  a  choice  so 
often  renewed,  almost  ensures  the  legislature  to  be  as 
wavering  and  unsteady  in  their  councils,  as  the  people 
themselves  are  in  their  sentiments.  And  it  being  im- 
possible to  carry  on  the  public  affairs  of  the  executive 
government,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  lower 
house,  the  administration  is  always  obliged  to  comply 
with  the  notions  of  the  leading  members  of  that  house ; 
and,  consequently,  obliged  to  change  its  .measures  as 
often  as  the  populace  change  their  minds.  Whence,  it 
is  impossible  to  lay -down,  and  steadily  prosecute,  any 
plan  tiwr  the  gradusd  developement  of  the  national  re- 
sources, and  the  gradual  growth  of  the  country,  in 
•prosperity,  wealth,  power,  and  influence. 

Besides,  in  all  democratic  governments,  faction  is 
joontinually  springing  up  from  the  delusions  perpetually 
played  off  upon  the  collective  wisdom  of  the  multitude. 
While  the  essential  principles  of  human  nature  remain 
the  same,  as  they  ever  have  been,  there  always  will  be, 
m  every  country,  and  under  every  possible  form  of  go- 
<;Vemmait,  muny  unquiet,  turbulent,  and  unprincipled 
spirits,  who  cfin  never  be  at  rest,  whether  in  or  out  of 
-power*  When  in  possession  of  the-govemment,  they 
rrequire  every  one  to  submit  entirely  to  their  direction 
and  control  i  in  wards,  they  profess  to  be  the  exclusive 
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champions  of  liberty ;  in  action,  they  are  the  veriest 
tyrants  imaginable.  When  out  of  power,  they  are  always 
working  and  intriguing  against  the  government,  without 
any  regard  to  truth,  justice,  or  common  honesty,  or 
the  welfare  of  their  country.  In  popular  governments, 
where  the  election  of  representatives  too  frequently  re^ 
curs,  such  pernicious  men  have  too  many  opportunities 
of  mischief,  in  working  upon,  deceiving,  and  corrupt- 
ing the  minds  of  the  people,  in  order  to  inflame  them 
against  those  who  have  the  management  of  public 
affairs  for  the  time  being ;  and  thus,  eventually,  are 
enabled  to  ripen  the  discontents  of  the  deluded  multi- 
tude into  violent  and  seditious  movements.  Such  are 
some  of  the  evil  consequences  invariably  resulting  from 
the  too  frequent  recurrence  of  ielections,  which  also  (it 
may  be  remarked)  necessarily  incapacitates  the  repre- 
sentative from  acquiring  an  adequate  acquaintance  with 
the  public  business  and  real  interests  of  his  country, 
owing  to  the  short  duration  of  his  term  of  service^ 

There  are  likewise  some  other  imperfections  grafted 
into  the  system  of  election  throughout  the  States, 
which  deserve  notice.  The  voting  by  ballot,  instead 
of  viva  voce,  is  accounted  a  wonderful  improvement ; 
whereas,  it  excludes  the  open,  wholesome  influence  of 
talent  and  property  at  the  elections  ;  and  encourages  a 
perpetual  course  of  intrigue  and  fraud,  by  enabling  the 
cunning  demagogue  to  impose  upon  the  credulity  of  the 
weak  and  ignorant.  Indeed,  the  frauds  practised  by 
the  substitution  of  one  set  of  ballots  for  another,  in 
every  electioneering  campaign  throughout  the  country, 
are  in  themselves  innumerable  and  shameless ;  and  the 
success  of  elections,  generally,  depends  on  the  adroit- 
ness of  intrigue  exhibited  by  the  more  active  political 
partisans. 

Universal  sivffrage,  also,  is  a  favourite  feature  in  our 
republican  system,  except  in  the  State  of  Virginia, 
where  a  respectable  property  in  land  is  the  prescribed 
'■  qualification  of  a  voter :  in  some  of  the  states,  no  pro^ 
prietary  qualification,  either  in  personal  or  real  estate^ 
IS  required,  and  in  tibe  rest  (save  Virginia)  much  too 
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small  a  possession  of  property,  whether  real  or  per- 
sonal, is  suffered  to  qnalifyr  the  electors.  Now,  universal 
lufhige  is  full  of  evil,  without  any  alloy  of  good;  for 
it  gives  efficiency  and  perpetuity  to  the  anti-social  con«» 
spiracy  of  poverty  against  wealth,  of  cunning  against 
wisdom^  of  knavery  against  integrity,  and  of  concision 
against  order ;  the  necessary  tendencies  of  which  are, 
to  exclude  the  great  talents,  high  character^  and  large 
property  of  the  community,  from  the  administration  of 
government ;  which,  under  such  circumstances,  is  too 
i^t  to  exhibit  a  scene  of  folly  and  oppression  at  home^ 
and  to  become  an  object  of  contempt  and  scorn  abroad. 
The  only  stable  government,  which  can  at  once  secure 
prosperity  to  its  own  people,  and  command  the  respect 
of  foreign  nations,  must  li^  its  foundations  in  the  pre- 
servation and  ascendency  of  property.  No  man  ought 
to  be  allowed  to  vote,  who  is  not  possessed  of  a  freehold 
in  land,  that  those  who  have  the  deepest  stake  in  the 
soil  may  have  the  most  influence  in  the  country. 

The  states,  however,  generally  require  a  qualification, 
both  of  property  and  of  age,  in  the  elected;  which 
seems  to  be  quite  useless  ;  since  it  is  fair  to  presume 
that  a  man  must  have  already  acquired  some  considera- 
ble standing  in  the  community  before  his  fellow-citizens 
will  hold  him  up  as  a  candidate  for  election,  in  either 
branch  of  the  legislature,  whether  state  or  federal, 
more  especially  if  the  electors  are  required  to  possess 
a  proprietary  qualification.  Still  less  should  there  be 
any  limitation  as  to  age ;  for  as  soon  as  a  man  fairly 
distinguishes  himself  by  his  talents  and  character,  de- 
monstrating in  him  a  capacity  for  public  service,  so  soon 
has  he  the  passport  of  God  and  nature  to  the  trust  and 
confidence  of  the  community.  How  much  of  zeal  and 
talent,  displayed  in  her  service,  would  England  have 
lost,  if  Charles  Fox  and  William  Pitt  had  been  denied 
admittance  into  the  House  of  Commons  until  they  had 
reached  their  thirtieth  year,  instead  of  obtaining  an 
entrance  into  parliament  as  soon  at  they  had  passed^ 
the  age  of  twenty-one ! 


tat  DISFJUN.GHI8ING  THE  CLERGY. 

^'  It  is  fiomewfaai:  singular^  that  a  repnbiUcprofesiiti^rti 
establidi  foU  toleration^  and  give  equal  politicad  rights 
to  every  :rdigioua  sect,  sbotud  m.-so  many  instances 
exclude  die  dergyfrcm  a.  seat  in  the  legislature.  This 
exclusion  occurs- in  the  constitutions  of  'New^Yorlf^ 
Maryland,  Kentucky^  North  and  South  ClaroKna^ 
Georgia,  Tennessee^  and  Lpuisiana.  :     :  .  i 

Mr.  Smithy  in  his  Comparative  Fiew  of  the  CcMtU 
tutionSf  makes  someveiy  sensible  and  spirited  observat 
tions  on  the  exclusion  of  the  clergy  from  all  official  and 
legislative  priviieges^  as  well  as  on  all  the  prcnninent 
features  ot  the^f^^al  and  state  constitutions^  which 
existed  in  th^  year  1796^ 

The  disqualification  of  the  clergy  in  so  Inttny  states 
«eems  either  ^a  temntot  of  the  old  Gothic  policy,  trans- 
mitted from  •  dmes  when  ecclesiastics  were  immured  in 
monasteries;  4ii'augh  ^ven  then  ecclesiastics  did  greatly 
guide  the  political  movements  of  nations  ;  Of^  perhaps 
it  is  copied  fiPom  the  practi<;je  of  the  British  goV0i»nmtoti 
(some  y^ars'sitiCe,  backed  by  a  statute  passed  in  order 
to  keepHome  Todke  out  of  Parliikmerit)  which  excludes 
them  from  a'^e^t  in  the  House  of  C!ommons^  under 
pretence  of  theii?  being  represented  in  (Convocation,  al- 
though both  thfe  \ipper  and  lower  Houses  of  Convoca- 
tion havebaen  abolished  for  more  th^ki  a  tentury,  and 
the  bishops  are  allowed  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Lords : 
wherefore,  acc6i*diri^  to  the  well-kno wntoaxim^  oessante 
ratione^  Ce^sat  et  ipsa  lex,  as  the  English  clergy  ate  not 
now  represented  in  convocation,  they  ought  to  be  re- 
presented ih^  ^rliament ;  or  J  lastly,  their  disqualifica- 
tion in  the  states  Is  the  offspring  of  a  misguided  jealousy 
towardis  the  clerical  order,  on  the  part  of  the  laity. 

The  expediency  of  admitting  into  the  legislature  the 
clergy  ought  to  be  left  to  their  own  sense  of  propriety, 
to  the  feelings  ^lid  wishes  of  their  congregations,  to  the 
rules  and  ordinances  of  the  rieligious  body  to  which  they 
belong,  and  to  the  good  sense,  discretion,  and  opinion 
of  the  electors.  When  the  laity  undertake  to  exclude 
the  clergy  by  constitutional  regulations^  the  exclusion. 
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wrcam  ttiongly  of  poKtical  intolerance;  it  is^  in  fact, 
disfrandusing  the  whole  of  a  veiy  respectable  and  im- 
portant class  of  the  community.     The  constitution  of 
the  United  States  contains  no  such  exclusion;  and  the 
experience  of  nearly  thirty  years  has  not  demonstrated 
either  its  necessity  or  its  use.     After  all^  perhaps  the 
exercise  of  the  religious  duties  of  ecclesiastical  life  are 
not  <i[uite  compatible  with  the  incessant  agitations  of  act* 
iye  politics  i  and,  doubtless,  the  Saviour  of  the  world 
himself  delivered  an  awful  lesson  of  denunciation  against 
earthly  avarice  and  ambition,  when  he  emphatically  de- 
clared^ that  his  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world.     Never- 
theless, the  admission  into  the  legislative  councils  of  their 
feouhtry  ought  to  be  left  to  the  individual  discretion  of 
the  clergy  themselves,  and  of  those  with  whom  they  are 
connected :  they  ought  not  to  be  disft^nchised  of  a  great 
political  right,  to  which  they  are  justly  entitled,  in  com- 
mon with  all  the  rest  of  their  fellow-citizens,  by  any 
municipal  regulations  of  a  free  and  popular  government* 
-   Tide  Senate  of  the  United  States  is  composed  of  two 
senators  from  each  state,  chosen  by  its   legislature  for 
six  years:  each  senator  has  one  vote.    They  are  divi- 
ded into  three  classes.    1^6  seats  of  the  senators  of  the 
first  class  are  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second; 
of  the  second  class,  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth ;  of  the 
third  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  sixth  year;  so  that 
one-third  of  the  senate  is  chosen  every  second  year. 
If  any  vacancy  happen,  during  the  recess  of  a  sbite  le- 
gislature, the  state  executive  may  make  a  temporary 
appointment,  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature^ 
'  which  then  fills  up  the  vacancy,  either  by  a  new  appoint- 
ment, or  by  sanctioning  that  of  the  executive.     A  sena^* 
tor  must  be  thirty  years  old,  have  been  nine  years  a  ci- 
tizen of  the  United  States,  and  be  an  inhabitant  of  the 
state  for  which  he  is  chosen.       The  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States  is  president  of  the  senate,  but  has  no 
vote,  unless  the  House  is  equally  divided.    The  senate 
chooses  its  other  ofiicers;  and  a  president  pro  tempore,^ 
in  the  absence  of  the  Vice-President;  or  when  he  exer- 
cises the  office  of  F^^sident  9f  the  United  States*    The;, 
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senate  tries  all  impeachments^  and  when  so  sitting  is  on 
itsoath  or  affirmation.  When  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  tried^  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States 
presides :  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present  is  necessary  to  conviction.  In  cases  of  impeach- 
ment^ judgment  only  extends  to  removal  from  the  exist- 
ing office,  and  disqu9.1ification  for  any  other  office  of 
honour,  trust,  or  profit,  und^r  the  United  States;  leav- 
ing the  party  convicted  liable  to  indictment,  trial,  judg- 
ment, and  punishment,  according  to  law. 

The  modes  of  appointing  the  senators  of  the  United 
States  vary  in  different  states:  they  are  generally  regu* 
lated  by  state  statute.  In  some,  one  house  nominates  to 
the  other  till  both  concur;  in  others,  both  houses  unite 
in  convention,  and  make  a  joint  choice*;  the  first  is  called 
a  concurrent^  the  last  b,  joint  vote.  Both  modes  are  either 
vivd  voce,  or  by  ballot.  In  the  first  mode,  the  seni^to 
possesses  the  same  equal  power  with  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, which  they  have  in  eveiy  other  legislative 
act,  and  of  which  they  ought  not  to  be  deprived  in  so  im- 
portant a  measure  as  this.  In  the  last  mode,  their  num- 
bers being  always  smaller  than  those  of  the  lower  house, 
their  influence  is,  of  coiu-se,  proportionally  smaller.  The 
mode  by  joint  vote,  ond  joint  ballot,  is  the  most  preva- 
lent; the  representatives,  being  the  more  popular  branch, 
too  generally  carry  their  point  against  the  senate. 

The  duration  of  the  senators  of  the  United  States  for 
siop  years  is  well  calculated  to  give  system  and  stability 
to  this  important  branch  of  the  general  government,  more 
especially  as  it  acts  2i  judicial  pBTt  in  the  trial  of  impeach- 
ments; and  discharges  executive  functions,  in  appointing 
public  officers,  and  in  making  treatise  with  foreign  pow- 
ers. In  many  of  the  state  constitutions,  pecuniary 
qualifications  are  required  in  all  candidates  for  public 
office;  in  the  federal  constitution  none  is  required^ 
either  in  the  representatives,  senators,  or  president. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  always  most  prudent  to  throw  the 
propnetary  qualification  upon  the  e?erfor,  the  person  who 
votes;  because  men  without  property,  generally,  not 
only  feel  less  solicitude  for  the  public  tranquillity  and 
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welfare,  inasmuch  as  th(Jy  have  less  stake  in  the  country, 
but  are  also  more  open  to  the  seductive  influence  of  cor- 
ruption. Whereas,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  that  men  who 
are  sufficiently  distinguished  to  appear  as  candidates  for 
public  office,  when  the  power  of  voting  is  confined  to 
liiose  who  have  a  stake  of  property  in  the  soil,  will  be 
rafficiently  qualified  by  talents  and  information  to  discern 
:he  real  interests  of  their  country,  whether  they  them- 
lelves  possess  property  or  not.  Indeed,  it  is  fair  to  infer 
that  candidates  for  the  federal  legislature  will,  generally, 
be  men  of  some  property  also,  as  well  as  men  distin* 
fished  in  their  respective  states  for  political  talents  and 
character. 

It  is  of  the  greatest  moment  to  the  best  interests  of 
the  commonwealth,  that  the  senate  should  be  stable  in 
luration,  and  efficient  in  power;  because  it  is  the  only 
)Toper  and  effectual  check  upon  the  haste  and  passion 
>y  which  the  legislative  resolutions  of  any  single  asseni- 
ny,  derived  immediately  from  the  people,  are  liable  to 
>e  influenced.  The  institution  of  a  senate  affords  an 
opportunity  for  the  deliberations  of  the  one  legislative 
>ody  to  correct  the  precipitancy  of  the  other,  not  only 
)ecause  the  legislators  are  divided  into  two  separate 
>ranches ;  but  also  because  the  component  parts  of  each 
leparate  branch  will,  probably,  be  different ;  and,  con- 
^equently,a  different  system  and  spirit  will  grow  up  from 
he  difference  of  organization  in  the  two  bodies ;  thu* 
serving  as  a  salutary  constraint  upon  the  public  move* 
nents  of  each  other.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  se- 
parate states,  throughout  the  Union,  do  not  in  general 
Imitate  this  valuable  provision  in  the  federal  constitu- 
tion ;  for  the  state  senates  are,  too  frequently,  either 
chosen  for  so  short  a  time,  or  so  immediately  by  the  peo- 
ple, that  they  cannot  exist  as  a  legislative  body,  watch- 
ing over,  controlling,  and  directing,  for  the  common 
good,  the  wayward  passions  and  prejudices  of  the  more 
uninformed  portion  of  the  community. 

The  state  of  Maryland  is  an  honoiu-able  exception  to 
this  gen/sral  and  radical  error  in  the  formation  of  govern- 
ment.     By  the  constitution  of  that  state,  electors^re 
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appointed  for  the  express  purpose  of  choosing  senators ' 
and  are  bound  by  oath  to  sdect  men  distinguished  for 
their  wiisdom,  talents^  and  virtues.      The  senators  are 
elected  for  Jive  years.     The  benefits  of  thus,  in  a  great 
measure,  securing  the  independence  of  the  senate  upon 
the  people,  have  often  be^n  felt  in  Maryland  during  the  • 
earlier  years  of  American  sovereignty.     On  many  ocean' 
.sions  the  integrity  and  firmness  of  the  senators  opposed 
and  overruled  the  tumultuous  passions,  and  disorganizing 
shocks  of  the  more  popular  branch  of  the  legislature* 
There  is  very  littl©  resembling  the  wisdom  of  this  itisti- 
tution  in  other  parts  of  the  American  body  politic,  ex- 
cept the  appointment,  by  electors,  of  state  senators  in 
Kentucky,  of  federal  senators  by  the   separate  state 
legislatures,  and  of  the  President  and  Vice  President  of 
the  United  states  by  electors.     In  the  other  states vof 
the  Union,  the  election  of  senators,  immediatdy  by  the 
people,'  almost  necessarily  ensures  a  perpetuity  of  in- 
trigue and  cabal,  and  renders  the  senators  themselvek 
too  dependent  upon  the  leading  demagogues  in  theseve- 
Tal  districts*     As  the   senate  ought  to  be  a  sakttaiy 
check  upon  the  precipitancy  and  passion  of  the  more 
popular  branch,  it  should  be  constituted  iiji  some  mode 
different  from  that  of  the  House  of  Representatives*— 
either  by  electors  or  by  the  people,  modified  and  restrict- 
ed in  their  votes  by  some  particular  proprietary  quaUfir* 
cations. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  '^  Notes  on  Virginia,"  condemns 
the  constitution  of  that  great  state  for  having  overlook- 
ed this  important  provision  in  all  good  government.  His 
observations  are  extremely  judicious,  and  well  worthy  a 
most  attentive  perusal.  In  Maryland  and  Kentucky 
alone,  the  mode  of  choosing  senators  by  electors  prevails. 
In  several  of  the  other  states  the  voters  for  senators 
must  have  greater  pecuniary  qualifications  than  votenr 
for  the  other  branch  of  the  legislature;  and  the  senators 
themselves  must  possess  more  property  than  the  repre- 
sentatives. In  other  coimtries,  whatever  be  the  form.  dT 
government,  the  upper  or  cheddng  branch  of  the  legiA<- 
^ture  may  emanate  from  someso^rcc  different  fixxm  the 
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will  of  the  people;  but  in  the  United  States  all  political 
power,  according  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  every  Ameri- 
can constitution^  whether  state  or  federal^  must  flow 
either  mediately  or  immediately  from  the  same  foun- 
tain, the  choice  of  the  people  ;  in  whom  alone  the  es- 
seatial  sovereignty  of  this  extended  empire  reside^ ; 
wherefore,  in  order  to  invigorate  the  senslte  with  an 
adequate  controlling  power,  it  is  necessary  to  render  it 
less  dependent  upon  the  fluctuating  will  of  the  people 
than  is  the  House  of  Representatives.  This  can  only 
be  done  by  one  or  other  of  the  modes  above  suggested. 
The  plan  adopted  by  the  states  of  Maryland  and  Ken- 
tucky appears  to  be  the  best. 

The  times  of  greatest  peril  to  all  democratic  govern- 
ments are  derived  from  the  contagious  spreading  over 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  those  violent  passions 
wMch  occasionally  agitate  the  people  in  every  free 
oovxktry%  and  this  contagious  influence  of  popular  pas- 
sion a&d  fury  must  be  generally  diflused  over  the  repre- 
sehtalave  Iwranch  of  tihie  legislature,    in   every  place 
li^here  awnwaZ  elections  prevail.  If  the  Senate  be  elected 
iffii^ediately  by  the  people,  will  it  not  necessarily  be 
suibgect  to  the  influence  of  the  same  popular  passions^ 
and  so  lose  all  power  of  effectually  checking  the  occa- 
sional phrensy  of  the  lower  house  ?  The  longer  duration 
of  the '  senate,  which  exists  in  many  of  the  states,  in 
some  measure  counterbalances  the  evils  necessarily  at- 
tendant upion  the  prevailing  mode  of  electing  senators ; 
and  the  experience  of  the  American  people  has,  in  all 
the  recfent  revisions  of  their  state  constitutions,  (ex- 
cepting th^tof  Georgia),  induced  them  to  increase  the 
term  of  senatorial  service.     The  Senators  of  the  United 
States  are  elected  for  six  years ;  those  of  Maryland  for 
liVici-  years;   of  New-York,   Pennsylvania,    Kentucky, 
VinHcaay  Sbuth  Carolina,  and  Louisiana,  for  four  years ;., 
of  OhkO  fop  two  years  ^  and  ofDdaware  and  Mississippi 
for  three yoars*'    Iq  order  to  unite  firmness,  stability^ 
aikl%y8fen»?  i^  ^he  upper  house,  together  with  suflSicient 
dependence  \^nd   responsibility  in    the   senators,    all 
^im^  eoiijrtituhv'^^s,  excepting  those  of  Maryland  aftd 
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Kentucky^  have  established  the  plan  of  rotation ;  hf 
which  an  adequate  permanency  is  sm)posed  to  be  com* . 
bined  with  the  necessary  change.  The  mode  and  fre- 
quency of  rotation  vary  in  almost  all  the  state  constitu- 
tions ;  but  the  result  is^  in  all^  the  same ;  that  of  periodi- 
cally infusing  new  members  into  a  permanent  legis- 
lative body. 

In  the  federal  government  there  is  a  biennial  rota- 
tion of  one-third  of  the  senators ;  in  the  state  govern- 
ments of  New- York,     Pennsylvania,    Virginia,    and 
Louisiana,  an  annual  rotation  of  one-fourth  ;  in  that  of 
Ohio  and  South  Carolina,  a  biennial  rotation  of  one« 
half ;  in  those  of  Delaware  and  Mississippi,  an  annual 
rotation  of  one-third.     In  Maryland  the  senators  sit 
for  five  years ;  and  in  Kentucky  for  four ;  but  without  - 
rotation.     It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  in  the  eastem, 
or  New-England  States,  no  senatorial  check  upon  the 
precipitancy  of  the   lower  house  has  been  adopted. 
Their   institutions   are  the   most  democratic  in   the 
whole   Union.     In  New-Hampshire,    Massachusetts, . 
Rhode-Island,  and  Vermont,  the  senates,  or  councils^ 
are  elected  annually,  as  are  sdso  the  Council  of  Newr> 
Jersey,  and  the  senates  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
The  habits  of  order  and  moderation,   together  with 
general  difiusion  of  elementary  intelligence,  through- 
out the  New-^England  states,  render  a  check  upon  the 
popular  branch  of  the  legislature  less  necessary  thaii  in 
countries    not    so   favourably  circumstanced.     It   is 
however,  dangerous  to  trust  altogether  to  the  influence^ 
of  personal  feeling  and  individual  habit  in  national 
affairs ;  more  especially  when  counteracted  by  the  force 
of  fixed  and  positive  institutions. 

The  reason  of  this  omission  in  the  eastern  states,  ia 
New-Jersey,  and  in  North  Carolina,  probably  is,  thal^ 
their  constitutions  were  all,  excepting  that  of  Vermont, 
made  during  the  heat  and  fury  of  the  revolutionary  war, 
when  they  had  little  experience  to  guide  them,  in  the, 
fonnation  of  governments ;  and,  above  all,  when  the  ar- 
bitrary proceedings  of  the  roj/al  councils  of  the  mother 
country  had  created  a  considerable  antipathy  in  the 
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leaders  of  the  infant  rq)ublics,  to  executive  councils^ 
and  senatorial  branches.     As  to  Vermont^  though  her 
constitution  was  made  so  recently  as  July,  1793,  yet  the 
newly  settled  state  of  the  country  could  not  be  expected 
to  furnish  forth  the  most  profound  legislators,  and  en- 
lightened statesmen.    With  respect  to  Georgia,  the  re- 
cent change  in  the  duration  of  her  senate,  from  three 
^ears  to  one,  is  not  so  easily  accounted  for.     She  ap- 
]>ears  to  retrocede  in  the  science  of  government,  while 
}ier  sister  states  are  advancing  in  improvement.     The 
constitutions  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode-Island  are  sub- 
atantially  the  old  charters,  obtained  from  Charles  the 
•Second;  those  of  Massachusetts,  New-Jersey,  andNorth 
Carolina,  were  framed  in  1776,  and  178O;  those  of  the 
United  States,  Pennsylvania,  Kentucky,South  Carolina, 
Ohio,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,' Indiana,  and  Mississippi, 
were  established  since  the  year  1787  ;  those  of  >few- 
York  and  Maryland  were  made  during  the  revolutionary 
war  in  1776  and  1777;  and,  considering  that  circum- 
stance, it  is  surprising  that  they  contain  such  judicious 
arrangements  in  respect  to  the  senate. 

It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  whenever  the  New-England 
states  revise  their  constitutions,  they  will  make  their 
senate  more  independent  of  the  fhictuations  of  the  po- 
pular will,  and  render  them  more  efficient  checks  to 
the  occasional  precipitancy  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. The  senates  of  Maryland,  Massachusetts,  and 
Kentucky,  have  power  to  fill  up  their  own  vacancies. 
In  the  United  States  the  senatorial  vacancies  are  sup- 
plied by  the  state  legislatures  ;  in  almost  all  the  sepa- 
rate states  they  are  filled  by  popular  election.  Thus, 
by  the  very  mode  of  their  election,  and  the  brief  term 
of  their  duration,  are  the  senators  of  many  of  the  Ame- 
rican States  almost  necessarily  induced  to  become 
rather  the  suitors  of  a  fickle  and  fantastic  popularity, 
than,  as  they  ought  to  be,  the  steady  guardians  of  the 
pepple'swelfere ;  oft^n,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  po- 
pular, passion  and  clamour.  Those  who  are  entirely 
dependent  upon  the  people,  can  seldom  render  any 
essential  service  to  the  state  by  the  wisdom  or  firm« 
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ness  of  their  legislation.  Such  men  incur  the  vinavoid- 
able  hazard  of  hecojning  the  parasitcis,  instead  of  the 
law-givers;  the  instfunfients^  not  the  directors  of  the 

Seople.  Under  such  circumstances,  if  any  one  should 
.  appen  to  b^  so  imprudently  honest,  as  to  propose  ^ 
plan^j  which  by  restraining  the  licentiousness  of  anarchy, 
might  augment  the  prQ3perity  and  happiness  of  the  com- 
rnonwealth,  his  more  artful  compeers  would  have  a  fine 
opportunity  of  throwing  him  out  at  the  nex;t  election,  by 
loud  and  long  harangues' upon  the  essential  majesty,  the 
immutable  sovereignty,  the  collective  wisdom,  the  im- 
ipaculate  virtue  of  the  multitude.  Nay,  even  those 
who  profess  \o  deceive,  in  order  to  benefit  the  people, 
must  soon  find,  that  by  propagating  mischievous  and 
disorganizing  doctrines,  they  render  it  impossible  at 
any  future  period  to  induce  the  multitude  to  submit 
to  the  ^hole^opie  ^esti^aint^  of  justice  and  order. 

The  tinie^,  places,  and  maimer  of  holding  elections 
for  federal  senators  and  representatives,  are  prescribed 
in  each  state,  by  the  legislature ;  subject,  however,  to 
the  alterations  of  Congress,  by  law,  except  as  to  the 
places  of  choosing  senators.  Congress  must  assemble 
at  least  onc^  in  every  year,  on  the  first  day  of  December, 
unless  thej^  by  law  apppint  a  different  day.  £a^ 
house  is  judge  of  the  elections,  returns,  and  qualifipar 
tions  of  its  own  mep^bers  ;  and  a  majority  of  each  cour* 
stitutes  a  quoruin  to  t^^inss^ct  business ;  but  a  sniaUer 
number  n>ay  adj<)mrn  froin  dj^y  to  day,  and  compel  the 
attendance  of  absent  n^enihers,  under  penalties  provide 
by  each  house.  ]pUch  house  determines  the  rules  of  \tBt 
proceedings,  punishes  its  members  for  disorderly  keh%*. 
viour,  and,  with  the  cpneurrence  lof  two-thirds,  exp^ 
a  member.  Each  hot^se  keeps;  ^  journal  of  it3  pifOQ^e4^ 
ings,  £^nd  publishes  whatever  it  is  not  deemed  ^^e^^aa^ 
to  (^onceaL.  Neither  house,  during  the  session  of  Cpft* 
gress,  can,  without  the  consent  of  thi^  other,  adjpunp^linc 
mo^e  ths^ii  three  days :  nor  to  any  other  place  than  th^it 
in  whJich  the  two  hpuses  are  sitting.  The  senators  sup^ 
vepre^entative^.  receive  a  compenssiition  for  their  #efh 
«ii$%  %8e^rtain9d  by  la^^  aadpai4outo{thQtreasui7  ^ 


dm  United  States.  They  are^  in  all  eases^  excepting  tre^- 
8on^  felonjTy  and  breach  of  the  peace^  privileged  from 
arrest  during  their  attention  at  the  session  of  their  re* 
spectire  houses^  and  in  going  to^  and  returning  from^ 
the  same ;  nor  can  they  be  questioned  in  any  other 
place,  for  any  speech,  or  debate,  in  either  house* 

No  sen^ltor  or  representative  can,  during  the  time  for 
which  he  is  electedy  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office  um 
der  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which  shall  have 
been  created,  or  the  emoluments  of  which  shall  have 
be^i  increased,  during  such  time ;  and  no  jpersoa,  hold- 
ing 9iiy  office  under  the  United  States,  can  be  a  member 
of  either  house  during  his  continuaYice  in  office. 

Tbe  excluding  ths  executive,  or  cabinet-officers,  from 
a  seat  in  the  legislature,  is  a  favourite  position  in  the 
Aiberican  constitutions:  its  wisdom,  however,  may  res^ 
S(mably  be  q|uestionedf ;  i^nd,  perhaps,  a  littfe  examiiiiEi^ 
1»i»  wili  show  this  scheme  to  be  rather  a  subtle  refine- 
iMfit  m  potitieal  theory,  than  a  sou^,  pmctical  rmj^ove^ 
tiSMt  in  the  airt  ol  government.  For  executive  officl^rs^ 
sMlough  excluded  from  the  legislature,  must  govern  the 
'^Sirhofe  (^ountiy^  and  as  fhey  do  actually  possess  thi^ 
Uj^ieSt  ms^,  influence,  and  power,  ih  the  nation,  thdi* 
pl»CM  will  always  be  die  gi^eat  objects  of  pditicd  am^ 
l^on.  To  say,  that  tS^e  l^slatiir^  Would  have  no  coi^ 
cem  with  these  men,  and  lliat  the  chi^f  executive  ma- 
giKtlferff^  whether  president,  emp^por,  or  king,  might 
eliaiige>  ot-  appoint  th^^m  at  his  oWn  mei^  will  smd  plea- 
sure^ Wilhmit  producing  tlie  J^ast  sensation  in  the  Rd^ 
l^resaE^tiVe  As^mbfy,  wbUld  be  idlb.  The  legfskture 
Wolik^  be  boUtid  by  a  sense  of  dU«f— (in  the  Unit^ 
Stefeif'  t|ie^  s^ate  is  coiistitationally  bound)  to  c6tl- 
e^m'it^iin  all  sucfti  neminatioiis;  and  would  undoubt- 
^idfytske  such  concern^  from  the  still  more  imperativift 
motintes  of  personal  interest,  of  politicfal  considerations^ 
^tbetito  <^  blood  and  aifection. 

l^ftiinimlM^aeers  from  a^seat  in  ilie  legislature  is^  that 
tike  ps^afitienttafy  debates  are  conducted  by  deputies, 
^^tfhsfm  s^h  pe^of  mihisteii»^  employ  te'maHitahi  thdfr 
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cause^  while  they  are  themselves  transacting  the  busi- 
ness of  their  office.  Ambitious  men  are  obliged  to  con« 
tend  for  the  preservation  of  their  places,  by  an  inferior 
order  of  reasoners  and  speakers ;  and  the  ambition 
which  ought  to  bring  the  loftiest  talents  of  the  country 
into  open  competition,,  on  the  deliberative  floor  of  the 
nation,  is  confined,  chiefly,  to  the  morQ  dangerous  and 
uncontrolable  intrigues  of  the  executive  cabinet;  while 
the  legislator  is  l^ft  to  a  secondary  race  of  men^  who 
stru&rele  for  their  resnective  chiefs. 

It%  likewise,  deemed  to  be  a  marvellous  improve- 
ment  in  the  n^odem  system  of  political  economy,  to 
mete  out  a  meagre  subsistence  to  the  public  servants  of 
a  country,  and  to  calculate,  to  a  single  dollar,  the  exact 
amount  of  bodily  and  mental  labour,  for  which  a  givea 
salary. is  to  be  equivalent*.  Accordingly,  there  is  not  a 
su0icient  stipend  allowed  to  any  American  public  officer, 
whether  executive,  or  judicial,  or  ministerial,  or  naval, 
or  nulitary,  to  enable  him  to  support  the  decent  exte- 
rior of  a  gentieman.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
himself  receives  only  a  littie  more  than  jfS2;e  thousand 
pounds  sterling  a-year,  the  Vice-President,  and  Secre- 
tary of  State,  about  one  thousand  sterling  per  annum ; 
and  the  inferior  government  <^cers,  in  due  descending 
proportion.  Ana  the  officers  of  the  separate  states  are 
worse  paia  than  those  of  the  United  States. 

This  doctrine,  also,  is  a  theoretic  illusion,  and  a  prac- 
tical evil ;  for  in  every  civilized,  opulent,  and  thnving 
society,  a  certain  magnificence  of  Expenditure  is  an  ii|k 
dispensable  part  of  official  greatness ;  and,  if  the  high 
places  of  the  state  do  not  afibrd  sufficient  means  to 
maintain  their  possessor  with  due  dignity,  they  are  ne- 
cessarily left  to  the  acquisition  of  minds  of  an  inferior 
order.  Whence,  the  most  important  offices  are  likely 
to  be  filled  by  persons  of  subordinate  talents;  and  men 
of  genius,  being^virtually  excluded  from  the  helm  of  go- 
vernment, are  tempted  to  opjpose  and  disturb  a  system, 
which  might,  imder  a  more  liberal  order  of  things,  havis 
relied  upon  them  as  its  surest  bulwarks  of  support  i 
md^  above  all,  this  mistaken  policy  actually  preventi 
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the  derelopement  of  great  talents  on  a  large  scale^  by 
inthholding  all  opportunities  of  national  exertion.  So 
that  in  fact^  this  state  parsimony  is  the  worst  of  all 
possible  state  extravagance;  inasmuch^  as  it  blights  the 
growth  of  intellect,  and  squanders  away  the  mind  of 
the  .country. 

Mr.  Thomas  Paine,  in  his  celebrated  compendium  of 
modem  politics,  called  The  Rights  o/*  Man^  undertakei 
to  demonstrate,  that  no  free  people,  if  they  be  wise, 
will  ever  give  more  than  three  thousand  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  a-year  to  their  chief  magistrate,  whe- 
ther called  president  or  king;  and  he  proceeds  to 
prove  how  any  nation  might  easily  procure  a  discreet 
man,  able  to  ride  on  horse-back,  fully  competent  to  dis- 
charge all  the  functions  of  executive  government,  for 
such  a  limited  yearly  stipend.  It  is  however  surmis^, 
that  the  profound  observations  of  Mr.  Paine  on  the  sci* 
ence  of  political  economy  are  not  now  quite  in  such 
good  odour,  either  in  the  United  States,  or  in  France, 
as  they  were  towards  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  cen« 
tury.  It  is  necessary,  in  order  to  ensure  the  progres<- 
«ve  power,  and  permanent  exaltation  of  a  countiy,  to 
affix  large  salaries  to  all  the  great  offices  of  state,  and 
to  all  those  public  situations  to  the  discharge  of  whose 
functions  it  is  for  the  common  benefit  that  ambition 
should  invite  high  talents. 

It  is  mere  insanity  to  say,  the  people  can  get  the 
work  done  for  less  money,  and  therefore  they  ought  to 
give  less.  No  doubt,  a  cobler,  or  a  retail  dealer  in 
small  wares,  or  an  attorney  without  practice,  will  patri- 
otically consent  to  take  upon  himself  the  burden  of  go* 
veming  the  country,  in  any  one  of  the  great  executive 
departments  of  state,  for  a  small  stipend ;  because  the 
wages  of  office,  though  comparatively  low,  afibrd  a 
larger  income  tiiian  eitfier  of  these  enlightened  politi- 
cians can  derive  from  the  profits  of  his  individual  pro* 
fession.  But  the  business  of  the  nation  will  not  be  well 
done.  Nay,  even  in  a  money  point  of  view,  the  nation 
vnXi  be  a  loser,  by  emplo3ang  underlings  at  a  small  sa« 
lary^  to  conduct  the  government }  because  aucb  vdm. 
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will  actually  destroy  more  public  property^  in  twelvd 
mofith^  of  mal-administration^  by  restraints  on  com* 
m^ce,  by  bounties  on  manu&ctures^  fay  crippling  the 
l^pwth  of  productive  industry^  and  by  numberless  otbor 
political  blunders^  than  would  suffice  to  pay  the  most 
magnificent  stipends  to  executive  officers  for  a  hundred 
]y$iars.  And  if  we  add  to  this  the  much  higher  ccmsi* 
derations  of  the  loss  of  national  honour^  and  the  d^pb* 
dation  of  national  characterr- which  an  incapable  admi^ 
lustration  always  inflict  upon  their  country^— we  cannot 
hesitate  to  pronounce^  that  the  system  of  under-pacing 
pnbUc  ofiicers  has  a  direct  tendency  to  ensuife  the  per* 
petual  weakness  and  disgrace  of  a  community. 

-All  biUs  icxc  raising  revenue  in  the  United  Stateir 
ori^nate  in  the  House  of  Representatives  ^  the  senaiUK 
p^pofling>  or  concurritig  with  amendments^  as  on  othci' 
bilk*  Every  hill^  whi^  has  passed  the  House  of  Re^ 
pi^esentatives  and  the  senate^  before  it  becomes  a  taw^  is 
presented  to  the  IVevident  of  the  United  States :  if  he 
af^ove^  be  signs  it  4  if  not^  he  isetufns  it,  with  his  6bu 
jections,  to  the  house  originating  the  bill  i  that  hoiise 
enters^  the  objections  on  its  journals^  and  r^consiidef^ 
tite  bill }  wben^  if  tw^-thirds  agr-ee  to  pass  it,  the  bid 
ia  sent^  with  the  o^eetions,  tc  the  other  honsej^ 
wfaicik.  aka  re-CDnsida*s  it  ^  and,  if  t\vo-4:hirds  of  ths^ 
house  approve,  it  becomes  a  kw.  If  ao^y  liill  be  not 
T^wm&i  by  the  President  within  ten  days^  (Simdisi^s 
exempted)  afiber  it  has  baesx  pt^e^ented  to  him^  i^  m  at 
law,  luitess  Congress  prevent  its^  return  by  their  ^\ 
joununent*  The  same  pdles>  are  applicable  to  weif 
o|EdtBr>  jresohitio%  or:  ^vote  of  ei^fiber  house. 

s-Tlus  f»a^(£e<^' negative  tipoi^  the.  prooeedin^  of  ffef^ 
legislature  is  given  to  some  of  tbe  s^feiti^  gov^i^ors^  1^ 
tbeir  state  destitutions^  as^  wdl;a»  to  the  Presideinfr  of 
theVvitediStateBibythe^fedeil^cempa  Itirl^ghttd^ 
the  epcecqtive  possesses  m  d^oiM6ndg2^e^it]^l&ff»* 
}ative  aotsvf  but  ii|^  r^ubliiaan  gpyisftrndhU  this  is  <b^M^ 
edk  too  gmat  a-powelv  The  rbyrf  »e^  Wa$  violeW*f^' 
diacauwbed  i|i  Wtfasnae^  at  th<^  conimeqeSeinent  of  tht  r^* 
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kmg't  head.  M.  Neckei*,  the  Genoese  banker  ^tt 
financier,  wrote  a  whole  book  upon  the  subji^t,  fot"  th6 
express  purpose  of  enlightening  the  inind  of  Loiiis  thd 
Sixteenth,  who,  however,  did  not  live  long  enough  to 
read  it  through.  Thus  fares  it  with  king^,  when  theii* 
subjects  enter  inta  abstract  discussions  respecting  execu- 
tive prerogatives  and  privileges.  The  questibn,  whe- 
ther  or  not,  in  these  United  States,  the  executive  shall 
have  the  power  td  obstruct  altogether,  or  only  to  arrest 
and  for  a  time  suspend  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the 
Representatives  of  the  people,  assembled  as  a  legislative 
boidy,  has  been  variously  decided  in  different  states^ 
In  some,  the  executive  has  m  control ;  in  others,  only 
a  limited  or  qualified ;  in  none  an  absolute  control. 
The  balance  of  opinions  is  in  favour  of  a  qualified  ne- 
gative. In  1777  the  state  of  New-York  established 
this  principle  in  her  constitution ;  but  united  it  with  a 
council  of  revision^  composed  of  the  governbr,  the 
chancellor,  arid  the  judges  of  the  supreme  coiirt,  to 
whom  all  bills  are  submitted,  after  they  have  passed 
both  houses  of  the  legislature. 

In  1 780  the  constitution  of  Massachusetts  vested  the 
veto  in  the  governor  alohe.  In  17  86  the  constitution  of 
Vermont  vested  iri  the  governor  and  council  the  j)o\^er 
hot  only  to  propose  amendments  to  la\Vs,  but  to  sus- 
pend theiri  to  the  next  session  of  the  legislature.  In 
1787  the  coiistitiilion  of  the  United  States  vested  in  the 
president  J  in  I789,  and  1795,  the  constitution  of 
Georgia,  in  1 790  that  of  Pennsylvania,  in  1 792  those  of 
New- Hampshire  and  Kentucky,  in  1812  that  of  Lbuisi- 
ana,  in  August,  1 8 1 7,  that  of  Missi?lsippi,  rested  in  their. 
itespectiVe  governors  the  poWet  to  negative  all  laws, 
unli^sis  re-cbnsidered,  and  passed  by  both  houises  of  the 
le^skture.  In  Connecticut  the  governor  ahfl  council, 
fbithihg  the  Upper  House,  possess  complete  legislative 
pbW^rs.  In  the  states  of  Delaware,  'Jf>ennesSee,  South 
Caroliha,  arid  Ohio,  (whidh  last  tconstitutibn  wai  framed 
ih  NovieWbei',  1*02,)  the  constitutions  vHthhold  eten  a 
(}ualifi[^  negative  fferh  the  eiceeulive.  By  the  cotiSH^ 
tutiott  of  South Caroihia,  iH  1776,  the  gotentor  had  a- 
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full  and  unqiialified  veto  in  all  cases.  This  power  was 
annulled  by  the  constitution  of  177^^  ^^d  even  a  quali- 
fied negative  was  refused  admittance  into  the  constitu- 
tion of  1790.  This  seems  to  be  a  momentous  error; 
for,  whatever  may  be  thought  of  the  impropriety  of 
entrusting  a  Republican  executive  with  an  absolute  veto 
upon  all  legislative  proceedings,  yet  the  advantages  of 
a  qualified  negative  are  many  and  obvious. 

In  nearly  all  the  states  the  senate  is  elected  by  the 
same  electors  who  vote  for  representatives,  and  in  con- 
sequence must  generally  be  influenced  by  the  same 
popular  prejudices,  and  propelled  by  the  same  sudden 
and  impetuous  emotions ;  whence  it  cannot  be  a  sufli- 
cient  check  upon  the  passions  of  the  Lower  House. 
When  laws  are  passed  amidst  the  heat  and  smoke  of 
those  violent  impulses,  which  occasionally  agitate  every 
free  community,  it  is  essential  to  the  stability  and  cha- 
racter of  the  government,  that  some  external  checkj^ 
dehors  the  legislature,  should  exist,  in  order  to  arrest 
and  allay  the  temporary  ebullitions  of  legislative  in- 
sanity. And  in  what  hands  so  proper  as  those  of  the 
executive  can  such  a  power  be  deposited  ?  In  the  event 
of  the  govemor*s  using  his  qualified  negative,  the  le- 
gislature m^  still  pass  the  law,  provided,  upon  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  question,  two-thirds  of  both  houses 
concur  in  thinking  the  bill  salutary.  But  the  mere  cir- 
cumstance of  callmg  upon  them  again  to  consider  the 
bill,  laden  with  the  deliberate  objections  of  the  execu- 
tive, when  time  has  been  given  for  the  storm  of  popu- 
lar passion  to  subside,  will,  in  general,  be  sufficient  to 
prevent  the  passing  of  a  very  pernicious  law. 

In  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  in  those 
of  all  the  states,  except  Virginia  and  North  Carolina^ 
there  seems  to  be  the  same  mode  of  trying  by  impeach^ 
ment,  the  accusation  proceeding  from  the  more  nu^ 
merous  branch  of  the  legislature,  and  being  heard  be- 
fore the  other  house.  There  are  some  variations  in  the 
different  constitutions,  as  to  the  number  of  members 
required  in  both  houses  to  constitute  an  accusation  and 
conviction ;  in  some,  simple  majorities  being  sufiicient ; 
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in  others^  two-thirds  being  required ;  in  some  a  mere 
majority  of  the  house  may  vote  an  impeachment^  but 
two-thirds  of  the  senate  must  convict.  It  might  be  ob- 
served that  the  practice  of  originating  money-627/!s  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  which  prevails  very  generally 
in  the  American  Constitutions,  is  derived  from  a  similar 
practice  in  the  House  of  Commons  in  England,  and  was 
transplanted  to  this  country,  and  engrafted  into  its  sys- 
tem of  colonial  policy.  Whatever  reason  there  might  be 
for  such  a  provision  in  England,  in  order  to  give  the 
Lower  House  some  counterpoise  of  strength  against  the 
predominating  influence  of  an  hereditary  monarchy  and 
aristocracy,  or  however  necessary  it  might  have  been  un- 
der the  colonial  governments  of  British  America,  as  a 
counterbalance  to  the  weight  of  the  Councils,  or  Upper 
Houses,  appointed  by  the  crown,  there  does^o^  appear 
to  be  the  same  urgent  necessity  for  adopting  such  a  pro- 
vision in  the  present  American  constitutions,  since  in  all 
of  them,  with  only  three  exceptions,  namely,  those  of 
the  United  States,  Maryland,  and  Kentucky,  the  sena- 
tors and  representatives  both  emanate  from  the  same 
source,  that  of  pop\ilar  election ;  and,  throughout  the 
Union,  the  lower  branch  of  the  legislature  has  a  ten- 
dency to  absorb  within  its  own  vortex  all  the  substantial 
powers  of  government,  both  state  and  federal. 

Under  the  authority  of  the  federal  constitution  Con- 
gress has  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts, 
and  excises,  to  pay"  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States, 
—all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  being  uniform  through- 
out the  United  States ;  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit 
of  the  United  States ;  to  regulate  commerce  with  fo- 
reign nations,  and  among  the  several  states,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes ;  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  natu- 
ralization, and  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankrupt- 
cies throughout  the  United  States  ;  to  coin  money,  and 
regulate  its  value  and  that  of  foreign  coin,  and  fix  the 
standard  of  weights  and  measures ;  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  coxmterfeiting  the  securities  and  cur- 
rent coin  of  the  United  States ;  to  establish  post-offices 
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and  post-roadft ;  to  fyromote  the  progress  of  science  and 
u^^eful  arts^  by  securing^  for  limited  titnes^  to  authors  and 
inventors,  the  exclusive  right  to  their  respective  writings 
and  discoveries  ;  to  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the 
Supreme  court ;  to  define  and  punish  piracies  and  fe- 
lonies committed  on  the  high  seas,  and  offences  against 
the  law  of  nations ;  to  declare  war,  gfant  lettm  of 
marque  and  reprisal,  and  make  rules  concerning  captures 
on  land  and  water ;  to  raise  and  support  armies,  (no 
appropriation  of  money,  however,  for -that  use,  being 
for  a  longer  term  than  two  years,)  to  provide  and  main- 
tain a  navy ;  to  make  rules  for  the  government  and  re- 
gulation of  the  land  and  naval  forces ;  to  provide  for 
calling  forth  the  militia,  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  invasions ;  to 
provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  mi- 
litia, and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be 
employed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  reserving 
to  the  states  respectively  the  appointment  of  the  offi- 
cers, and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia,  accord- 
ing to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress. 

The  federal  constitution  likewise  empowers  Congress 
to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases,  over  such 
district,  not  exceeding  ten  miles  square,  as  may  by  ces- 
sion of  particular  states,  and  the  acceptance  of  Congress, 
become  the  seat  of  the  government  of  the  United  States ; 
imd  to  exercise  like  authority  over  all  places  purchased 
by  the  consent  of  a  state  legislature,  for  the  erection  of 
forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  other  need- 
ful buildings;  and  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrjring  into  eiecutioh  the  foregoing  poweh?, 
vested  by  the  constitution  ih  the  government  of  thtf 
United  States,  or  any  of  ltd  departments  or  offices. 
The  permanent  seat  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  was  established,  by  act  of  Congress,  upon  the 
river  Potottiae,  including  thi  town  of  Alexandria,  in 
Virginia,  and  Georgetown,  in  Maryland.  The  laWi  of 
Virginia,  with  some  eic^iiohs,  Werti  declared  ih  foretf 
iii  mat  part  of  the  ten  ttiile!l  tSiiquate  ceded  by  Vii^ittia, 
and  thO$e  of  Maryland  ih  the  part  ceded  by  Maiyiabd/ 
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At  present  the  didtrict  of  Columbia  is  neither  repre- 
sented' in  Congress^  nor  in  any  state  legislature^  nor 
has  it  any  of  the  rights  or  privileges  of  an  American 
ft^iB,  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  having 
decided  that  it  is  910/  a  state  under  the  provisions  of  the 
fedieral  constitution. 

Notwithstanding  the  opinion  of  many  very  respects 
able  persons^  that  the  seat  qf  the  United  States  govern- 
ment at  the  City  of  Washington,  in  the  district  of  Co- 
lombia, is  peculiarly  adapted  for  promoting  and  quick- 
ening the  progress  of  American  prosperity  and  strength, 
it  is  reasonable  to  infer,  that  the  location  of  this  remote 
i&etropolis  is,  of  itself,  too  well  calculated  to  produce  an 
inefiieient  administration  of  government.  At  present^ 
seventeen  years  after  its  first  location,  in  1800,  the 
federal  city  is,  in  fact,  little  more  than  a  large  waste, 
with  a  few  straggling  houses  and  half-built  ruins^  thinly 
scattered  over  an  immense  surface.  A  stranger  is 
fbreibly  struck  with  the  contrast  between  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the  natural  scenery  of  the  place  and  the  forlorn 
appearance  of  the  few  buildings  and  broad  streets,  with 
their  Icmg  rows  of  trees,  that  the  inhabitants  call  a 
cifey*  The  Potomac  spreads  out  into  a  vast  breadth 
immediately  below,  and  is  navigable  up  to  the  verge  of 
Washington ;  the  back  country  is  very  extensive,  and 
the  riyer  affords  a  navigation  of  two  hundred  miles 
atK>ve  Georgetown.  So  early  as  the  year  1798,  the 
liieHtbers  of  Congress,  then  sitting  at  Philadelphia, 
were  repeatedly  consulted  respecting  the  assistance  to 
be  given  to  the  federal  city,  but  they  were  nearly  all 
opposed  to  every  expedient  that  promised  to  prepare  the 
pwWfC  buildings  for  the  reception  of  the  general  govem- 
metrt.  Whence  the  proprietors  in  the  metropolis  (full 
hilf  of  i;irhich  they  bad  given  to  the  govetnirierit)  suf- 
fered cotisidter^bly.  So  that  in  1.809,  fifteen  huttdred 
lotti  with  their  buildings,  tvhich  had  dost  two  hundred 
ttio^and  dblla^js,  Were*  boudlt  in  for  tess  than  twetitf« 
sir  thousand^  e:chibiting  a  <fe|)r6ciatk>n  of  nearly  seven-r 
^Mtfefe  of  thei^  whole  v^ue- 

^mj  ill  sf)ite  of  the  ti^  pi'ogi'esi,  and  the*  pi**ent 
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forlorn  appearance  of  the  federal  city,  there  are  net 
wanting  politicians,  who  still  continue  to  assert  that 
this  metropolis  is  admirably  calculated,  by  its  central 
situation,  for  the  seat  of  American  government';  not 
only  now,  but  also  when  the  whole  continent  of  North 
America  shall  be  included  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
United  States,  and  members  of  Congress  shall  be  sent 
to  Washington,  from  the  coast  of  Labrador,  and  the 
Isthmus  of  Darien.  But  notwithstanding  these  subli- 
mated schemes,  and  Utopian  visions,  many  of  the  more 
sober  people  in  the  United  States  so  sensibly  feel  the 
inconvenience  resulting  from  the  seat  of  government 
being  fixed  at  Washington,  that  they  anxiously  wish  for 
its  removal  to  some  more  civilized  and  habitable  spot* 
For  the  accomplishment  of  this  purpose,  scarcely  a  ses- 
sion of  Congress  has  passed  since  the  establishment  of 
Washington  a$  the  metropolis  of  America,  without  some 
attempt  being  made,  by  motion,  or  petition,  to  re- 
move  the  seat  of  government  to  some  less  intolerable 
place. 

The  chief  topics  of  complaint  are,  the  desolate  condi- 
tion of  the  city  itself;  its  remoteness  from  all  the  great 
commercial  ports  and  cities  of  the  Union,  and  the  conse- 
quent difficulty  and  delay  in  procuring  political  informa- 
tion, respecting  either  foreign  or  domestic  events ;  and 
the  additional  useless  expense,  in  all  the  branches  of  go- 
vernment, entailed  upon  the  nation,  by  their  residence 
in  Washington.  To  all  which  it  has  been  answered,  both 
in  and  out  of  Congress,  that  there  must  be  some  national 
metropolis ;  that  the  federal  constitution  empowered 
Congress  to  fix  upon  a  permanent  seat  of  national  go- 
vernment, and  that  it  has  accordingly  fixed  upon 
Washington,  which  must  therefore,  ^^jor  the  hommr  of 
the  nation,^  continue  to  be  the  American  metropolis, 
notwithstanding  any  temporary  inconvenience  or  mis- 
chief thence  resulting  to  the  Union.  Leaving  the  Con- 
gress to  settle  the  point  of  honour  among  themselves, 
it  is  not  difficult  to  prove,  that  much  injury  is  derived 
to  the  United  States  from  fixing  the  seat  of  government 
at  Washington.    All  that  can  be  alleged  in  favour  of 
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the  American .  metropolis  may  be  reduced  to  the  fol- 
lowing heads;  namely,  1^^.  its  central  situation,  facili- 
tating the  means  of  political  information  to  the  members 
of  government,  ^ndly.  Its  tendency  to  become  populous 
and  wealthy,  by  being  the  seat  of  government.  Srdly. 
Its  commercial  and  manufacturing  capabilities ;  and 
Athhf.  Its  pleasant  situation,  holding  out  strong  induce- 
ments for  the  residence  of  gentlemen  of  independent 
fortunes, 

First.  As  to  its  central  situation,  it  happens  that  roads 
and  navigation  do  not  always  naturally,  and  of  neces- 
sity, radiate  in  straight  lines  from  the  centre  to  the  cir- 
cuniference,  as  do  light  and  sound ;  nor  does  the  na- 
tional existence  of  the  United  States  depend  upon  being 
geographically  metropolitaL  For  if  so,  nearly  all  the 
great  empires  in  Europe  would  long  since  have  been 
overthrown;  because,  with  the  exception  of  Madrid, 
no  great  European  metrqpolis  is  central ;  and  it  remains 
to  be  proved,  that  any  particular  dearth  of  the  neces- 
sary political  information  prevails  in  Paris,  London, 
Vienna,  Berlin,  or  Petersburgh,  merely  on  account 
of  not  being  situated  exactly  in  the  heart  of  their  re- 
spective territories ;  or  that  Spain  is  better  informed, 
and  more  enlightened,  than  the  rest  of  Europe,  because 
she  is  blessed  with  a  central  metr9polis.  Besides, 
Washington  is  not  central,  since  the  addition  of  Louisi- 
ana to  tihe  Union ;  and  will  be  still  less  so,  when  Flo- 
rida, and  Mexico  likewise,  shall  be  belted  within  the 
circle  of  our  territorial  dominion.  Madrid,  to  be  sure,  is 
regulated  in  its  position,  by  this  supposed  geographical 
excellence.  Bemg  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  Spanish 
peninsula,  it  was  deemed  best  fitted  for  the  foundation 
of  a  capital.  But  it  possesses  no  other  local  advantages; 
and  it  can  never  argue  the  most  profound  policy  to  se- 
lect merely  advantageous  mathematical  points,  without 
, regarding  other  and  more  important  circumstances; 
Wt  compelling  the  habits  and  conveniences  of  a  whole 
nation  to  bend  to  these  unpurposed  notions  of  geogra- 
phical ^excellence.  Ilie  Spaniards,  by  going  only 
thirfy-fii^e  miles  to  the  southward^  might  select  many 
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beautiful  and  advantageous  situations  on  the  banks  of 
the  Tagus^  either  on  the  plains^  in  the  nei^bourhood  of 
Aranjuez,  or  on  the  hills  of  Toledo ;  whereas^  Madrid  b 
built  on  the  banks  of  the  Manzanares^  which  is  only 
one  of  the  tributary  streams  of  the  Tagus^  and^  during 
the  summer  months,  is  merely  a  little  rivtilet,  crawling 
through  a  wide  bed  of  sand.  Whence,  by  its  injudiei- 
ous  position,  the  capital  of  Spain  is  deprived  of  many 
commercial  advantages. 

The  geographical  centre  of  a  country  is  not  necessa- 
rily the  focus  of  its  power ;  for  that  power  must  be 
derived  from  its  superior  wealth,  and  greater  popula* 
tion ;  neither  of  which  advantages  thexjity  of  Washings- 
ton  now  possesses,  or,  perhaps,  ever  can  possess,  since 
places  can  only  become  populous  and  wealthy  1^  their 
progress  in  commerce  and  manufectures ;  or  by  the  i»* 
flux  of  the  opulent  and  idle,  with  all  their  aj^ratus  of 
attendants,  equipages,  and  establishments ;  or  by  ihe 
attractions  of  a  seat  of  government— not  one  of  which 
circumstances  will  apply  in  favour  of  the  growdi  of  our 
American  metropolis ;  for, 

Sjecondly,  the  federal  government  of  the  Uniteil 
States  never  can,  by  its  attractions  and  influence^  gadier 
together  a  concourse  of  people  large  enough  to  consti- 
tute a  moderately  sized  city.  What  are  the  attraicliot» 
of  the  American  government,  that  will^  aUme^  ensure  a 
great  increase  of  wealth  and  population  to  th^  city  «f 
Washington  ?  Are  they  inferred  from  the  naked  waft 
of  the  imfinished  buildii^,  scattered  here  and  thece 
over  the  plain  ?  or  do  they  flow  &om  the  ei^nditVife 
of  the  ample  revetiues,  and  the  establishment  of  the 
Magnificent  households  of  the  members  of  GongmNf, 
with  all  their  menials,  retainers,  s|ild  dependants,,  that 
swell  the  train  of  legislative  pomp  and  ofiioial  gceat- 
nets?  These  very  con^:^S'men5  consisting  of  fi»^ 
si^natOTS  and  about  two  hundred  representatives^  immi^ 
ftp  the:  greater  part>  made  up  of  fkraiera^  tradegmotl^ 
mechanics,  feeless  physici^ns^  and^  unpraotisiti^  IlM^ 
yiers^  whose  wag^  of  legisla^tion  amount  to  -  scs  dk^ 
|usi  a-^y  (averaging  less  than  <me  thousand  dbllaraf  a 
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year)^  during  the  session^  while  they  sit  brooding  and 
engendering  laws  for  the  direction  of  the  Union-^these 
men^  without  equipages^  nay^  unattended  by  a  single 
servant^  annually  wander  up  to  Congress^  from  their 
respective  districts^  in  steam^boats^  sloops^  and  stages ; 
and^  during  their  session  in  the  federal  city^  are  domi- 
ciled in  boarding-houses.  What  great  and  permanent 
influx  of  wealth  and  population  can  such  legislators  and 
statesmen  bring  into  the  seat  of  government?  Nor  do 
the  executive  officers  of  the  United  States^  as  already 
shown^  receive  salaries  sufficient  to  support  even  a 
decent  exterior  to  the  world. 

Thirdly .  Great  wonders^  however^  are  expected  from 
the  extraordinary  faciUties  of  promoting  commerce  and 
TMuufactures^  which  the  city  of  Washington  possesses* 
But  our  manufactures  are  already  carried  on  in  districts 
much  more  favourably  situated  for  their  prosecution,  on 
account  c^  the  superior  numberj^  wealthy  and  industry 
of  their  inhabitants,  than  Washington  is,  or  ever  can  be. 
And  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  naturally  find9 
^ts  vray  to  the  great  outlets  and  inlets  of  American  na* 
vigatioo :  it  never  will  flow,  in  any  large  i^treams,  to  the 
banks  of  the  Potomac,  l3ning  at  least  two  hundred  miles 
firom  the  ocean,  merely  because  Congress  sits  s^nd  legis- 
lates there;  while  thei«  are  so  many  great  cities  in  the 
Unioii^  so  much  better  calculated  for  all  the  purposes 
of  trade;  while  the  great  seaports  of  Boston,  Newr 
York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Charleston,  and  New- 
Orleaos,  are  sq  admirably  fitted  by  their  natural  advan^ 
ta^a,  an  well  as  th^r  acquired  weidbt  of  capital,  popur 
lati<M^,  skill,  and  industry,  to  retain  and  increase  the 
ampl^  coxomercial  operations,  which  they  have  long 
carried  op  with  such  immense  benefit  to  the  whole  coun- 
tty.  Besides^  Alexandria,  lower  down  on  the  Potomac, 
syod  nearer  the  sea,  intercepts  all  the  foreign  trade  car- 
ried on  in  that  navigation,  before  it  can  come  to  Wiish- 
i9gton;  and  Georgetown  conf^^rs  upon  the  federal  citys 
a  similar  kindness,  by  engrossing  to  itself  all  the  inland 
^mde  that  ia  floated  down  the  Potomac  from  the  interior, 
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settlements  and  plantations  of  Virginia  and  Maryland ; 
so  that  Washington  is  perpetually  barred^  by  the  very 
nature  of  its  position^  from  ever  becoming  a  great  com- 
mercial or  manufacturing  city* 

It  only  remains.  Fourthly,  To  examine  how  far  the 
pleasantness  of  its  situation  mieht  induce  the  independ- 
ent  gentlemen  of  the  United  States  to  fix  their  resi- 
dence in  Washington.  What  seductions  of  pleasure  are 
to  be  found  in  a  place^  which,  in  the  summer,  is  too 
hot  for  any  person  who  can  fly  fix)m  it  to  endure;  and 
which,  in  winter,  is  remarkable  for  the  deamess,  scanti- 
ness, and  badness  of  all  kinds  of  accommodations  and 
conveniences,  would  require  much  argument  and  more 
sophistry  to  show.  And  even  if  Washington  were  so 
pleasantly  situated  as  to  induce  a  desire  of  living  in  it, 
who  are  the  gentlemen  of  independent  fortune  that  will 
flock  thither  ?  Such' independent  gentlemen  are  a  veiy 
rare  order  of  beings  in  the  United  States,  owing  to  the 
infancy  of  the  nation,  the  form  and  substance  of  its  po- 
litical institutions,  and  more  particularly  to  the  veiy 
general  custom  of  dividing  the  property,  both  real  and 
personal,  of  a  family  in  equal  portions  amon^  all  its 
members.  Indeed,  nearly  every  state  in  the  Union  has 
abolished  the  law  of  entails,  and  the  rights  of  primoge- 
niture, and  adopted  the  English  statute  of  distributions^ 
for  the  disposition  of  real  as  well  as  personal  estate. 
Almost  all  the  men,  in  this  country,  are  employed  in 
prosecuting  some  profession,  trade,  or  calling,  as  the 
means  of  their  subsistence;  whence  the  number  of  opu^ 
lent  men,  not  engaged  in  actual  business,  is  very  small 
throughout  the  Union.  Nay,  even  if  they  wwe  more 
numerous,  while  the  separate  states  remain  distinct  and 
independent  sovereignties,  the  seat  of  the  general  go- 
vernment never  can  present  so  many  inducements  to  the 
unemployed  wealthy  to  crowd  thither,  as  will  always  be 
found  in  their  own  respective  states,  where  their  influ- 
ence must  be  greater  and  more  perceptible ;  and  where 
the  perpetual  fluctuations  of  the  executive  and  legisla- 
tive bodies  continually  hold  out  objects  to  stimulate  their 
ambition. 
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Hence^  Washington  cannot,  within  any  reasonable  pe* 
riod  to  come^  grow  into  a  large  and  commodious  city;, 
seeing  that  it  holds  out  no  attractions  of  residence  to 
the  opulent  and  unemployed;  possesses  no  great  dapa*' 
bilities  of  commerce  or  manufactures;  is  the  seat  of  a 
yery  meagre  and  ill-paid  government;  and  is  no/ well 
situated  for  obtaining^  speedily  and  correctly^  the  politi-^ 
cal  information  necessary  to  guide  the  movements  of  the 
American  administration  with  sagacity  and  wisdom. 

The  real,  the  efficient  cause  of  fixings  and  continuing 
the  seat  of  the  general  government  in  the  district  of 
Columbia,  is  to  be  found  in  the  determination  to  entail 
upon  the  state  of  Virginia  the  chief  sway  and  influ- 
ence over  all  the  rest  of  the  Union;  and  to  check  the 
career  of  the  northern  and  middle  states,  whose  far  su- 
perior capacities,  both  physical  and  moral,  in  popular 
tion,  wealth,  industry,  and  intelligence,  would  eventual- 
ly sink  Virginia  into  the  rank  of  a  second-rate  sovereign^ 
ty,  if  the  seat  of  the  national  government  were  on  th^ 
northern  line,  and  the  northern  states  were  permitted 
tQ  avail  themselves  of  all  their  agricultural  and  com- 
mercial advantages.  Whereas  now,  the  Virginians 
having  die  seat  of  government  within  their  own  terri- 
tory, make  it  the  focus  of  their  own  political  intrigues; 
and  by  managing  the  people  without  doors,  in  tlie  dif* 
fei^nt  states,  they  return  nearly  what  members  to  Con- 
gress they  please;  and  induce  them  to  legislate  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  scheme  of  Virginian  policy,  which 
never,  has  been  favourable  to  large  and  liberal  views  of 
commercial  enterprise. 

Indeed,  it  is  almost  impossible  that  there  ever  can  be 
a  wise  and  efficient  administration  of  the  American  go- 
vernment while  its  seat  continues  at  Washington,  be- 
cause no  practical  information,  upon  any  subjects  of  im- 
portance to  the  well-being  of  the  community,  can  be 
obtained  there.  If  advice  be  wanted  on  any  great  po- 
litical or  commercial  question,  no  advice  can  be  had; 
for  no  statesmen  or  merchants  reside  at  Washington; 
and  neither  public  nor  private  libraries  are  to  be  found 
there:  whatever  wisdom  is  required,  must  be  derived 
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from  the  members  of  Congress  themselves.     Ack 
this^  that  there  is  no  weight  of  population,  talents^  ] 
perty,  or  character,  to  regulate  and  influence  the 
cnssion  of  Congress,  so  as  to  restrain  that  venen 
body  from  too  often  enacting  absurd  and  oppres 
laws.     If  the  seat  of  government  were  fixed  in  any 
of  the  large  and  populous  cities,    which  adorn 
strengthen  the  more  civilized  parts  of  the  Union, 
members  of  Congress  would  not  dare  to  pass  such  f 
as  they  have  too  frequently  passed,  while  sitting  si 
gislators  in  the  district  of  Columbia;  for  they  w« 
be  assailed  on  all  sides,  out  of  doors,  by  the  talents, 
formation,  character,  and  influence,  of  the  more  int 
gent  part  of  the  community;  and  by  the  popular  in 
nation  of  their  more  unthinking  brethren  of  the  m 
tude. 

But  now,  the  members  of  Congress  go  up  froT 

quarters  of  the  Utiion  to  Washington,  and  gene 

<!arrying  with' them  only  moderate  natural  capac 

and  no  very  profound  acquaintance  with  the  great  ] 

tical  relations  subsisting  between  the  Unit^  St 

and  the  other  sovereignties  of  the  world:  they  ast 

ble  together  in  the  senate  and  House  of  Repress 

lives,  and  hurry  through  into  statutes  all  sorts  oF  I 

the  meaning  and  import  of  which  they  do  not  al^ 

know,  alkid  concerning  the  probable  results  of  w 

they  cannot  sometiines  even  guess ;  but  they  obe} 

directions  of  their  civil  commanders,  the  leaders  c^ 

Virginian  dynasty.   "  And  having  performed  these 

of  legislation,  the  congress-men  retire  to  their  rei 

tive  domiciles  ;  and  congratulate  each  other  upon 

deliberative  sagacity  and  wisdom,  without  any  dre 

encountering  the  ridicule  or  reproach  of  an  intell 

human  being,  amidst  the  gross  population,  so  thinly 

tered  over  the  naked  metropolis  of  America.    T% 

bargo  of  1807^  1808,  and  I8O9,  that  suicidal  act,  v 

at  one  death-stroke  cut  asunder  all  'the  sinews  o 

tiohal  industry,  wealth,  and  reputation,  was  abscd 

carried  through  the  senate  of  the  United  States  i 

little  compass  ofjhur  hours ;  the  three  readings  < 
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bill  being  forced  onward^  one  after  another^  with  all  the 
rapidity  of  guilt ;  and  when  the  two  or  three  really  wise 
and  pxactiad  statesmen^  who  at  that  period  happened 
to  be  in  the  senate^  and  who  foresaw  the  ruinous  con- 
lequences  of  that  miserable  measure^  requested  the  go- 
vernment party  to  pause^  until  they  could  obtain  some 
correct  information  as  to  its  probable  effects  ^upon  the 
mercantile  and  agricultural  interests  of  the  country^ 
they  were  answered,  that  the  American  senate  wanted 
no  political  information ;  that  its  collective  wisdom  was 
fiilly  adequate  to  provide  laws  for  promoting  the  weU 
fisure  of  the  Union ;  and  accordingly^  the  American 
senate,  in  its  collective  wisdom,  did^  in  the  space  of 
four  hours,  take  up,  consider,  and  pass  into  a  law,  an 
act  laying  a  perpetual  embargo  on  all  the  commerce  of 
the  United  States. 

Above  all,  the  seat  of  government  being  fixed  at 
Washington,  gives  full  play  and  opportunity  for  the 
(exercise  of  Firginian  influence  to  acquire  complete 
ascendency  over  the  other  portions  of  the  Union.  Virgi- 
nia is  the  largest  of  all  the  United  States  ;  its  laws,  for- 
bidding real  property  to  be  attached  for  debt ;  the  cus- 
ixam  of  leaving  me  landed  estates  of  the  family  to  the 
eldest  son,  in  hereditary  succession ;  the  power  or  voting, 
in  proportion  to  the  number  of  negro  slaves  upon  eaca 
pkntation^  (the  slaves  amounting  to  about  half  the  po* 
pulation  of  the  state ;)  the  proprietary  qualification  of 
a  considerable  freehold  required  in  every  white  voter ; 
together  with  some  other  circumstances,  in  their  state, 
ponstitution,  laws,  and  customs,  all  confer  upon  the 
Vii^inians  very,  great  pplitical  advantages,  and  enable 
them  to  act  in  a  compact  body,  for  the  purpose  of  per- 
petuating their  dominion  over  the  middle  and  nprthera 
states,  tluroughout  which  they  encourage  the  preva- 
lence of  democracy  by  every,  meians  in  their  power, 
while  they  do  not  suffer  it  even  to  es;ist  within  the  pr^ 
dncts  of  their  own '  state ;  for,  by  excludii^  all  free^ 
men,  who  have  no  freehold,  from  voting,  by  themselves 
|)Q9sespii|g  votei;,  ai:oor4ing  to  the  number  of  tbceir 

L  2 
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slaves  ;  by  transmitting  their  landed  property  in  heredi- 
tary succession ;  and  by  freeing  themselves  from-  the 
embarrassments  attending  the  subjection  of  their  lands 
to  attachment  for  debt^  the  planters  of  Virginia  have 
erected  themselves  into  vl  feudal  aristocracy  of  untitled 
and  unblazoned  peers^  and  manage  their  affairs  so 
ndroitly  as  to  give  laws  to  the  rest  of  the  Union. 

By  the  esprit  du  corps,  which  actuates  every  Vir- 
ginian landholder,  and  by  the  constitutional  policy 
which  Mends  together  the  executive  and  legislative,  and 
in  some  measure  the  judicial  departments  and  functions 
of  Virginia,  that  state  is  enabled  to  spread  the  web  of 
influence  over  all  the  elections,  as  well  state  as  fe- 
deral, in  the  Union,  so  as  to  secure  the  appointment  of 
proper  personages,  to  be  guided  and  directed  by  the 
master-hand  of  its  leading  politicians ;  whence  the 
congress-men  generally,  and  a  majority  of  the  state 
legislatures,  have  long  been  induced  to  vote  and  pass 
laws  in  conformity  with  the  political  views  of  their  Vir- 
ginian lords.  Well  might  the  Virginian  landliolders, 
therefore,  so  strenuously  insist  upon  continuing  the  seat 
of  government  at  Washington,  lest  their  influence  over 
Congress  should  be  counteracted  and  defeated  by  the 
superior  intelligence,  activity,  and  virtue,  always  to  be 
found  in  large  and  populous  cities.  Nay,  it  would  not 
be  so  easy,  after  a  while,  to  induce  very  unquaUfied 
men  to  sit  in  Congress,  if  the  seat  of  government  were 
fixed  in  any  civilized  place,  and  the  members  were  con- 
stantly liable  to  be  assailed  for  their  incapacity  by  the 
superior  sense  and  spirit  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  metro- 
polis ;  and  consequently  a  wiser  order  of  beings  would 
be  selected  to  take  upon  themselves  the  very  important 
cbmrge  of  legislating  for  millions  of  their  fellow-men. 

Ittie  next  elause  of  the  constitution  is  particulariy 
important,  as  relating  to  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade  ;  it  runs  thus : 

The  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  liie 
states,  existing  at  the  time  of  framing  the  federal  con- 
ititution^  should  tliink  proper  to  admits  is  not  to  be  pro* 
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liibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1 808 ;  but  a  tax, 
not  exceeding  ten  dollars  a  head^  may  be  imposed  on 
•uch  importation. 

In  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  the  slaves  are 
few :  Massachusetts  has,  by  statute,  abolished  slavery 
altogether  within  her  jurisdiction ;  New-York,  New- 
Jersey,  and  Pennsylvania^  have  passed  acts  for  its  gra- 
dual abolition  within  their  territories ;  Ohio  has  pro- 
hibited, by  her  constitution,  its  existence  within  her 
precincts ;  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South 
Carolina,  Georgia,  Louisiana,   Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
and.  Mississippi,  keep  up  a  large  body  of  slaves  within 
their  respective  sovereignties,  amounting  to  about  one- 
third  of  their  whole  population,  and  making  about  one- 
sixth  of  the  population  of  all   the  United   States 
namely,    Maryland,     160,^60;     Virginia,    460,000 
North  Carolina,   254,000;  South  Carolina,  246,000 
Georgia,    173,000;  Kentucky,    238,000^  Tennessee, 
102,000;  Louisiana,  57,000;   Mississippi^^  31,000:— 
Making  a  total  of  1 ,7 1 1 ,000. 
If  a  Heathen  poet  could  exclaim 

^^  HiJuau  yaq  r  oiqsvnf  avoouwrou  suquowst  Zet/f 
•    Avspf  evrav  (mv  x»ra  iouXiov  miJLoq  eXuQaiy,'' 

what  ought  a  Christian  philosopher  to  think  ?  During 
the  session  of  Congress,  in  the  winter  of  l8l6-7,  a  so- 
ciety was  established  at  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of 
colonizing  the  free  people  of  colour.  The  citizens  of 
the  Southern  States  have  long  experienced  the  evils 
resulting  from  the  slave  system.  They  are  kept  in  con- 
tinual alarm  and  fear  of  aa  insurrection  of  the  slaves 
themselves  ;  and  the  free  blacks  are  so  numerous  and 
profligate,  as  to  be  a  cur^e  and  pestilence  to  all  our 
targe  cities.  Nay,  even  in  the  Northern  and  Middle 
States,  where  they  are  better  educated  than  in  the 
South,  their  habits  are  so  vitious,  as  to  render  them  a 
burden  on  the  poor-rates,  and  continual  candidates  for 
the  st^te-'prison.     It  is  said,  that  some  of  the  Southern 
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planters  begin  to  be  c6txvinced  that  their  lands  may  be 
tilled  to  greater  advantage  by  free  white  labourers  than 
by  negro  slaves.  If  this  conviction  should  spread,  it 
inay  eventually  lead  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  all  over 
the  United  States.    The  intention,  at  present,  on  the 

girt  of  the  Colonization  Company,  is  to  settle  as  many 
ee  blacks  as  they  can  induce  to  go  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  Sherborough^  some  distance  south  of  Sierra 
Leone,  under  the  protection  of  England,  and  supplv 
them  with  suitable  agricultural  implements,  scnool- 
masters,  and  religious  teachers.  If  this  benevolent 
scheme  should  succeed,  it  may  becdme  a  powerful 
means  of  christianizing  and  civilizing  the  immense 
continent  of  Africa,  containing  a  hundred  and  fifly 
millions  of  Mahomedans  and  Pagans,  steeped  in  igno* 
ranee,  superstition,  brutality,  vice,  and  crime.  Sir 
James  Lucas  Yeo's  late  letter  t<y  the  British  Admiralty 
throws  much  light  on  the  slave  trade  as  it  now  exists, 
and  on  the  state  of  Africa. 

The  nations  of  antiquity  most  celebrated  for  counte- 
nancing the  system  of  domestic  slavery  were  the  Jews, 
Greeks,  Romans,  and  ancient  Germans ;  but  it  has  been 
of  almost  universal  prevalence.  Its  beginning  may  be 
dated  from  the  remotest  periods  in  which  there  are  any 
traces  of  the  history  of  mankind.  It  commenced  in  the 
barbarous  stages  of  human  society ;  and  was  retained 
even  among  nations  far  advanced  in  civilization.  By  the 
ancient  Germans  it  was  continued  in  the  countries  which 
they  over-ran,  and  was  thus  transmitted  to  the  various 
kingdoms  and  states  that  arose  in  Europe  put  of  the 
ruins  of  Western  Rome.  In  process  of  time,  however, 
this  species  of  servitude  gradually  fell  into  decay  in  most 
parts  of  Europe ;  and,  amongst  the  various  causes  which 
contributed  to  this  essential  alteration  in  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  European  society,  none,  probably,  were  more 
effectual  than  the  uniform  experience  of  the  disadvan- 
tagesof  slavery  itself;  thfe  mfficulty  of  continuing  it, 
amidst  the  growing  civilization  of  Commercial  enterprise 
and  industry,  and  a  progressive  persuasion  that  the  op- 
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pfession  and  cruelty^  necessarily  incident  to  its  existence. 
Were  incompatible  with  the  religious  doctrines  and  the 
pure  morality  of  the  Christian  dispensation. 

Such  was  the  expiring  state  of  domestic  slavery  in 
£urope  at  the  commencement  of  the  sixteenth  century, 
when  the  discovery  of  America,  and  of  the  western  and 
eastern  coasts  of  Africa,  gave  occasion  to  the  introdue- 
tion  of  Knew  species  of  slavery,  which  took  its  rise  from 
the  Portuguese,  who,  in  order  to  supply  the  Spaniards 
vifith  persons  able  to  sustain  the  fatigue  of  cultivating 
their  new  possessions  in  America,  particularly  in  the 
'West-India  islands,  opened  a  trade  between  Afirica  and 
America,  for  the  sale  of  negro  slaves.     This  execrable' 
commerce  in  the  blood  and  sinews — the  bones  and 
marrow  of  the  human  species,  was  begun  in  the  year 
1508,  when  the  first  importation  of  negro  slaves  was 
made  into  Hispaniola,  (now  St.  Domingo)  from  th« 
Portuguese  settlements  on  the  western  coasts  of  Africa, 
The  employment  of  slaves  in  colonial  labour  was  not 
loBig  confined  to  the  Spaniards,  but  was  soon  adopted 
by  the  other  European  nations,  as  they  acquired  posses- 
sions  in  America.     In  consequence   of  this  general 
practice,  negroes  became  a  very  considerable  article  of 
merchandise,  iii  the   commerce  between  Africa  and 
America ;  and  domestic  slavery  struck  so  deep  a  root, 
that  the  nineteenth  century  had  actually  commenced 
before  the  powers  of  Christendom  interfered  to  restrsdn 
the  progress  of  the  slave  trade. 

In  the  year  1 803  the  general  government  of  the 
United  States  passed  an  act  of  Congress,  prohibiting 
the  importation  of  negro  slaves  into  any  part  of  the 
Union,  after  the  commencement  of  the  year  1808 ;  in 
.the  year  i  806,  the  British  parhament  abolished  the  im-^ 
.portation  of  negro  slaves  into  any  part  of  the  territories, 
borne  or  colonial,  of  the  empire.  In  1815,  Napoleon, 
on  \m  return  from  Elba,  abolished  the  slave  trade  in 
France ;  which  abolition  was  confirmed  by  a  subsequent 
;dfM:flree  of  the  present  king,  llie  Spaniards  and  Por<* 
ioguese  st^)l  continue  tiiis  detestable  traffic  in  human 
9e^  9  .d^  the  domestic  slavery  of  the  negroes  is  mf  iiv* 
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tained  in  nearly  all  the  American  colonies  of  Europe^ 
whether  continental  or  insular,  and  in  these  United 
States,  particularly  those  of  the  south  and  west. 

Slaveiy  is  an  absolute  evil,  unqualified  by  any  alloy  of* 
good:  it  implies  an  obligation  of  perpetual  service,  which 
nothing  but  the  consent  of  the  master  can  dissolve.    It 
also  generally  gives  the  master  an  arbitrary  power  of 
administering  every  sort  of  bodily  correction,  however 
severe  and'  inhuman,  not  immediately  affecting  the  life 
or  limb  of  the  slave.     Nay,  sometimes  even  these  are 
left  exposed  to  the  unrestrained  will  of  a  capricious 
master ;  or  they  are  protected  by  paltry  fines,  and  other 
flight  punishments,  too  inconsiderable  to  prevent  ex- 
cessive cruelty ;  as  was  exemplified  in  that  South  Ca- 
rolina master,  who,  in  the  year  1811,  after  lashing  his 
negro  slave  most  unmercifully,  compelled  another  of  his 
negroes  (the  intimate  companion  and  friend  of  the  per- 
son pimished)  to  sever  his  head  from  his  body  with  an 
axe,  while  he  was  held  down  on  a  block  by  his  fellow- 
slaves.     For  this  atrocious  and  deliberate  murder  the 
master  was  punished  by  the  imposition  of  a  small  fine, 
prescribed  by  statute.  If  he  had  stolen  a  horse  in  South 
Carolina,  and  had  been  found  guilty  of  the  offence,  the 
laws  of  that  state  would  have  hanged  him ;  but  the  de- 
liberate murder  of  his  fellow-creature  was  commuted 
for  a  few  dollars,     God  made  of  one  blood  all   the 
nations  of  the  earth ;  but  ihe  Bible  is  not  often  the 
manual  of  a  slave-holder. 

Slavery  creates  %  legal  incapacity  of  acquiring  pro- 
perty, except  for  the  master  s  benefit.  It  allows  the 
master  to  transfer  over,  and  alienate  the  person  of  the 
slave,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  alienates  and  transfers 
acny  other  species  of  goods  and  chattels.  Servitude  de- 
scends from  parent  to  child,  with  all  its  severe  append- 
ages. This  catalogue  of  misery  is  nothing  more  than  a 
faithful  description  of  every  kind  of  personal  slaveiTj 
%vhether  existing  under  the  municipal  laws  of  ancient 
Greece  and  Rome,  or  the  institution  of  villenage  in  feudal 
Europe,  during  the  dark  ages,  or  the  present  condition 
of  negro  bondmen;  excepting  that  the  renapant  of  ville^ 
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Javeiy^     which  is  altogether  abolished  in  England  and 
France,  but  still  lingers,  under  various  denominations,  in 
some  of  the  countries  of  continental  Europe,  particularly 
in  Italy,  Austria,  and  Russia,  is  considerably  qualified  in 
favour  of  the  slave,  by  the  humane  provisions,  and  grow- 
ing civilization  of  modem  times.     The  bare  view  of  the 
condition  of  slavery  is  sufficient  to  point  out  its  perni- 
cious consequence?  to  those  communities  where  it  is 
suffered  to  exist.     It  corrupts  the  morals  of  the  master, 
by  freeing  him  from  those  legal  restraints,  with  respect 
to  his  slave,  so  necessary  for  the  control  of  the  human 
passions,   so  beneficial  in  promoting  the  practice,  and 
confirming  the  habit  of  virtue.     It  is  also  dangerous  to 
the  master;  because  his  systematic  oppression  excites 
all  the  worst  emotions  of  implacable  resentment  and 
hatred  in  the  bosom  of  the  slave;  the  extreme  misery 
of  whose  condition  continually  prompts  him  to  hazaixi 
every  peril  for  the  gi'atification  of  revenge;  and  his  situ- 
ation iumishes  him  with  frequent  opportunities  of  slaking 
his  thirst  of  vengeance   in  the  blood  of  his  oppressor. 
Accordingly,  the  planters  of  our  southern  states,  and  of 
the  West-Indies  generally,  are  kept  in  perpetual  alarm 
and  horror,   lest  an  insurrection  of  their  slaves  should 
consign  them  to  .the  doom  which  the  French  masters 
experienced  in  the  massacres  of  St.  Domingo. 

To  the  slave  himself,  personal  bondage  communicates 
all  the  afflictions  of  life,  without  affording  him  the  re- 
compense of  a  single  delight,  physical,  intellectual,  or^ 
moral.  It  stifles  all  the  growth  of  native  excellence, 
by  denying  the  ordinary  means  and  motives  of  human 
improvement.  It  is  likewise  frill  of  peril  to  the  com- 
monwealth, by  the  radical,  the  heart  corruption  of  those 
citizens  on  whose  exertions  of  virtuous  patriotism 
its  prosperity  so  essentially  depends;  and  by  admit- 
ting within  its  bosom  a  vast  multitude  of  persons,  who^ 
being  excluded  fi*om  the*  common  benefits  of  its  po- 
litical constitution,  are  necessarily  interested  in'  de- 
vising  the  means  of  its  destruction.  In  whatever  light 
we  view  it,  domestic  slavery  is  a  most  pernicious  insti- 
tution ;  more  immediately  to  the  victim,  who  writhes  jzr 
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convulsive  agony  under  its  scorpion  lash;  indirectly  to 
the  master^  who  riots  in  uncontrolled  dominion;  and 
eventually  to  the  state  itself,  which  suffers  such  a 
leprous  instilment  to  be  poured  into  all  the  veins  and 
arteries  of  the  body  politic. 

It  must,  however,  be  remembered  that  the  fetal  ten- 
dencies of  personal  bondage  to  corrupt  and  destroy 
individua  s,  domestic  society,  and  the  community  at 
large,  are  slackened  in  our  southern  states,  by  some 
favourable  circumstances,  which  do  not  exist  in  the 
West-Indian  colonies  of  the  European  powers.  The 
most  important  of  these  are  the  much  less  disproportion 
between  the  number  of  slaves  and  free  men,  there  being 
in  many  of  the  West-India  islands  ten  blacks  to  one 
white;  whereas,  in  none  of  our  states  does  the  black 
more  than  equal  the  white  population ; — the  superior 
order  of  the  permanent  free  inhabitants,  more  especially 
of  the  great  planters,  whose  native  talents  are  deve- 
loped by  liberal  education,  and  whose  maimers  are 
polished  by  all  the  refinements  of  well-bred  society ; 
whereas,  the  greater  portion  of  West-Indian  planters 
are  needy  and  desperate  adventurers  from  Europe,  who 
pass  their  temporary  residence  in  the  colonies  in  dgno* 
ranee,  luxurious  riothig,  brutal  sensuality,  gaming,  cru- 
elty, and  every  kind  of  vitious  indulgence,  until  they 
either  perish  there,  or  amass  enough  treasure  from  the 
tears  and  blood  of  their  negroes  to  return  home,  and 
corrupt  the  morals  of  the  neighbourhood  where  they 
settle; — the  very  superior  condition  and  accomplish- 
ments of  the  female  portion 'of  our  southern  conununity, 
compared  with  that  of  the  West-Indies,  and  the  vicinity 
of  sister  states  bound  up  in  the  same  girdle  of  political 
confederacy,  but  steadily  and  systematically  discou- 
raging the  existence  of  domestic  slavery  within  the  limits 
of  their  own  territorial  jurisdiction. 

Nevertheless,  on  the  score  of  humanity  to  negroes, 
our  slave-holding  states  have  npthine  to  boast;  at  iea$t 
«o  far  as  relates  to  the  provision  of  the  municipal  ia^. 
Our  southern  planters  exercbe  the  lash  at/  their  Qyfm 
^scretioji ;  t^y  pay  a  ^mall  money-^nie  for  t|be  HHirdfr 
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of  their  slaves^  and  they  occasionally  subject  them  to 
ray  severe  bodily  torture.  The  United  States  afford 
no  instance  of  a  master  being  capitally  punished  for 
killing  his  slave;  yet^  in  the  British  West-Indies^  some 
few  years  since,  Mr.  Hodge,  a  planter  of  large  fortune, 
a  magistrate,  and  a  member  of  the  executive  council, 
was  publicly  hanged,  at  noon-day,  after  a  jury  of  his 
countrymen  had  found  him  guilty  of  excessive  cruelty 
to  the  negroes  on  his  plantation. 

In  Souih  Carolina  the  negro  slaves  are,by  law,  burned 
alive  for  the  crimes  of  arson,  burglary,  and  murder.  So 
lately,  as  the  year  1808,  two  negroes  were  actually 
burned  alive,  over  a  slow  fire,  in  the  midst  of  the  market- 
place  in  the  city  of  Charleston.  What  must  be  the 
code  of  municipal  law;  what  must  be  the  state  of  pulv- 
lie  feeling,  in  respect  to  the  wretched  African  race,  that 
could  suffer  two  human  beings  to  be  gradually  consum- 
ed by  fire,  as  a  public  spectacle,  in  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury, in  the  midst  of  -  a  city  containing  nearly  twenty 
thousand  nominal  Christians,  and  the  best  of  all  possi- 
ble republicans,  who  profess  to  look  with  scorn  upon 
the  tyrants,  and  with  compassion  upon  the  slaves  of 
Europe! 

Bytheprovisionsof  the  fedeml  constitution  the  privi- 
ege  of  the  writ  oi  habeas  corpus  cwnnot  be  suspended,  un- 
less required  by  the  public  safety,  in  cases  of  rebellion  or 
invasion.  No  bill  o(  attainder,  or  ex  past  facto  law  can 
be  passed.  No  capitation,  or  other  direct  tax  can  be 
laid,  unless  in  proportion  to  the  census  or  enumeration 
directed  to  be  taken  by  a  preceding  provision  of  the 
constitution.  No  tax  or  duties  ean  be  laid  on  articles 
exported  from  any  state.  No  preference  can  be  given 
by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or  revenue,  to  the  ports 
of  one  state  over  those  of  another;  nor  can  vessels^ 
bound  to  or  from  one  state,  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear. 
or  pay  duties  in  another.  No  mo^  can  be  drawn 
fr<Mn  the  Treasury,  but  in  consequence  of  appropriations 
made  by  law;  and  a  regular  statement  and  accouixi^  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  money  must 
be  fMimtdy  from  time  tp  time.    No  title  of  nobility 


156  GOTERNMENT  AND   POLICY* 

can  be  granted  by  t;he  United  States;  and  no  person, 
holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  them^  can^. 
without  consent  of  Congress,  accept  any  present,  emo- 
lument, office,  or  title,  from  any  king,  prince,  or  foreign 
state.     No  state  can  enter  into  treaty,  alliance,  or  con- 
federation, grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  coin 
money,  emit  bills  of  credit,  make  any  thing  but  gold  and 
silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,    pass  any  bill 
of  attainder,  ex  post  facto  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obli- 
gation of  contracts,  or  grant  any  title  of  nobility.     No 
state  can,  without  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  imposts, ' 
or  duties  on  imports  or  exports,   except  what  may  be 
absolutely  necessary  for  executing  its  mspection  laws; 
and  the  net  produce  of  all  duties  and  imposts,  laid  by 
any  state  on  imports  or  exports,  must  be  for  the  use 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  all  such 
laws  be  subject  to  the  revision  and  control  of  Congress. 
No  state  can,  without  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any 
duty  on  tonnage,  keep  troops,  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of 
peace,  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with  ano- 
ther state,  or  with  a  foreign  power,  or  engage  in  war, 
unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent  danger  as 
will  not  admit  of  delay. 

The  reader  may  receive  much  valuable  information 
upon  American  afiairs,  relating  to  the  government,  laws, 
institutions,  and  policy  of  the  United  Stales,  by  a  peru- 
sal of  the  following  works,  to  the  first  of  which,  in  parti- 
cular^ the  preceding  pages  have  been  greatly  indebted ; 
namely,  Mr.  Smith's  *^  Comparative  View  of  the  Con- 
stitutions of  the  several  states  with  each  other,  and 
with  that  of  the  United  States,  exhibiting,  in  tables,  the 
prominent  features  of  each  Constitution,  and  classing 
together  their  most  important  provisions,  under  the 
several  heads  of  administration,  with  notes  and  observa* 
tions.**  The  Federalist  was  written  conjointly  by 
General  Hamilton,  Mr.  Jay,  and  Mr.  Maddison.  Mr. 
Jay  wrote  only  a  few  of  the  earlier  papers;  Mr.  Madi- 
son wrote  some  of  the  historical  essays ;  and  the  chief 
portion  of  the  work  was  executed  by  General  Hamilton. 
In  depth  and  extent  of  political  wisdom,  in  the  philoso- 
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phy  of  jurisprudence,  in  comprehension  and  elevation  of 
national  views,  in  high  and  blameless  honour,  in  pro- 
found and  luminous  ratiocination,  in  nervous  and  manly 
eloquence,  in  lofty  and  incorruptible  patriotism,  the 
American  Federalist  has  no  superior,  and  very  few 
equals,  in  all  the  volumes  of  political  economy,  contain- 
ing the  lucubrations  of  the  greatest  sages  and  statesmen 
of  modem  Europe,  whether  of  England,  France,  Ger- 
many, Italy,  Spain,  or  Holland. 

Pounficus  was  written  to  defend  and  encourage  the 
impartial,  persevering  neutrality  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  whole  conflict  between  revolutionary  France 
and  l^gland;  a  conflict  that  grew  out  of  the  Jacobini- 
cal insolence,  intolerance,  and  aggression  of  the  French 
revolutionary  government;  and  for  a  season  swept  along 
all  the  continent  of  Europe  down  its  tide  of  ruin  and 
degradation.  No  higher  commendation  can  be  given  of 
this  work,  than  to  say  that  it  is  altogether  the  compo- 
sition of  General  Hamilton.  Camillus  was  written  to 
defend  and  explain  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty  with  England, 
concluded  in  November,  1 794 ;  that  treaty,  to  which  the 
United  States  were  indebted  for  a  continual  stream  of 
prosperity  and  wealth,  unexampled  in  the  history  of  na- 
tions. The  commercial  part  was  written  by  Mr.  Rufus 
King,  formerly  American  minister  near  the  Court  of 
St.  James's;  and  the  political  portion  by  General  Ha- 
milton. The  whole  performance  displays  the  highest 
evidence  of  the  sound  judgment,  extensive  information, 
and  powerful  and  pointedf  reasoning  of  the  two  distin- 
guisned  statesmen  who  composed  it.  The  American 
RemJemhrancer  contains  a  large  mass  of  essays,  resolu- 
ticms,  and  speeches  for  and  against  Mr.  Jay  s  Treaty: 
The  chief  opponent  of  Camillus  was  the  late  Chancel- 
lor of  the  state  of  New-York,  Mr.  Livingston.  This 
collection  exhibits  much  talent  and  violence,  both  per- 
sonal and  legislative;  and  presents  an  ample  and  in- 
structive picture  of  the  public  mind,  during  one  of  the 
most  trying  and  turbulent  periods  in  the  national  career 
of  the  United  Stated. 
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The  American  Museum  is  in  thirteen  octavo  volumes^ 
and  amidst  much  idle  trashy  and  multifarious  nonsense^ 
contains  a  large  portion  of  valuable  information^  relating 
to  the  agriculture^  commerce^  manufactures^  politics^ 
morals^  manners^  national  character^  natural  and  civil 
histoiy^  biograph^^  law^  and  state  documents  of  Ame- 
rica^ n*om  the  beginning  of  the  yeajr  1 787>  to  the  end  of 
the  year  1  *JQ2y  a  most  interesting  period^  during  which 
the  federal  constitution  was  framed^  and  carried  into 
practical  effect.  The  collection  of  American  State 
papers,  of  which  ten  octavo  volumes  have  been  recently 
published  at  Boston,  is  a  most  valuable  addition  to  our 
stock  of  information,  respecting  the  government  and 
policy  of  the  United  States. 

If  the  papers  of  the  late  General  Hamilton  were  pub- 
lished, eitlier  in  a  connected  narrative  form ;  or  a  judi- 
cious selection  of  them  were  made,  and  given  to  the 
public,  an  immeasurable  volume  of  light  would  be  shed 
upon  the  internal  structure,  the  home  administration^ 
and  the  foreign  relations  of  the  American  government ; 
upon  the  laws  and  polity,  the  comqierce  and  manufac- 
tures of  the  United  States ;  upon  all  that  tends,  directly 
or  indirectly,  to  subserve  the  best  interests,  and  pro- 
mote the  national  strength,  prosperity,  and  honour  of 
our  federative  republic. 

In  the  ancient  republics  of  Greece  and  Rome,  one 
man  used  to  excel  in  many  various  departments  of  in- 
tellectual greatness ;  the  same  man  was  an  illustrious 
warrior,  statesman,  lawyer,  and  orator.  But  the  more 
minute  division  of  labour  in  modem  times,  is  satisfied 
with  excellence  in  a  single  vocation,  and  we  are  ready 
to  pronounce  a  man  great,  if  he  be  a  skilful  general,  or 
a  profoimd  lawyer,  or  a  wise  statesman,  or  an  able 
wnter,  or  an  eloquent  speaker.  General  Hamilton,  how- 
ever, united  all  these  high  characters  in  himself:  for  he 
was  unquestionably  the  greatest  lawyer,  statesman, 
financier,  orator,  and  writer  of  hj,s  own  country,  and 
perhaps  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  Hsunilton  wafi 
one  of  the  Ilfvradxoi,  but  with  this  distinction  in  hi^ 
favour,  that  he  won  the  prize  in  every  contest. 


ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT.  159 

On  the  subject  of  representation  generally,  the  ex- 
clusion of  cabinet  ministers  from  the  legislature,  the 
allowing  scanty  stipends  to  public  servants,  and  some 
other  t^ics  intimately  connected  with  the  wise  and 
efficient  administration  of  government,  much  very  valu- 
able instruction  might  be  obtained  by  a  careful  peru- 
ial  of  the  papers  on  parliamentary  reform,  scattered 
throughout  the  Edinburgh  Review;  and  more  espe- 
cially the  article  on  Cobbett's  Register,  in  the  tenth 
volume ;  a  political  discussion,  which  for  depth,  clear- 
ness, comprehension,  and  liberality,  has  probably 
never  been  surpassed. 

The  federal  constitution  vests  the  executive  power 
in  a  President  of  the  United  States,  who  holds  his  oSice 
during  the  term  of  four  years,  and,  together  with  the 
yice^Presidenty  chosen  for  the  same  period,  was  origi- 
n^ly  elected  thus  :  Each  state  appoints,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  its  legislature,  as  many  electors  as  itself  has 
senators  and  representatives  in  Congress.  But  no  se- 
nator or  representative,  or  person  holding  any  office  of 
trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  <»m  be  appointed 
wa  elector.  The  electors  meet  in  their  respective 
states,  and  vote  by  ballot  for  two  persons,  one  of  whom, 
at  least,  must  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same  state 
wit)i  themselves.  They  make  a  list  of  all  the  persons 
voted  for,  and  the  number  of  votes  for  each,  which  they 
sign^  certify,  and  transmit,  sealed,  to  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the  President  of 
tiie  senate,  who,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House 
<^  Representatives,  opens  all  the  certificates,  and  the 
votes  are  counted.  He  who  has  the  greatest  number  of 
vMes  is  Resident,  if  that  number  make  a  majority  of 
all  the  electors  appointed.  In  choosing  the  President, 
ihe  votes  are  taken  by  states,  the  representation  from 
each  state  having  one  vote ;  a  quorum  for  this  purpose 
consists  of  a  member  or  members  from  two-thirds  of 
.  the  states  ;  and  a  majority  of  all  the  states  is  necessary 
te  a  choice.  ,  Afler  the  choice  of  a  President,  the  per- 
son liavihg  the  greatest  number  of  votes  of  the  electors 
is  yi<^Pr<efsidetitk  Ckoigress  may  determine  the  time  of 
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choosing  electors^  and  the  day  on  which  they  shall  give 
their  votes;  the  day  being  the  same  throughout  the 
United  States.  The  President  must  be  a  natural  born 
citizen,  or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of 
adopting  the  federal  constitution,  and  be  thirty-five 
years  old,  and  have  been  fourteen  years  a  resident 
within  the  United  States.  In  caise  of  the  removal  of  the 
President  from  office,  or  of  his  death,  resignation,  gc 
inability,  the  same  devolves  on  the  Vice-President ;  and 
Congress  may,  by  law,  provide,  for  the  case  of  removal, 
death,  or  inability,  both  of  the  President  and  Vice- 
President,  declaring  what  officer  shall  act  as  President 
until  the  disability  be  removed,  or  a  President  elected. 

By  the  twelfth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  fe- 
deral constitution,  it  is  provided  that  the  electors  shall 
name  in  their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  President 
and  in  distinct  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  Vice-Pre- 
sident ;  but  no  one,  constitutionally  ineligible  as  Pre- 
sident, shall  be  eligible  as  Vice-President  of  the 
United  States. 

This  amendment  is  no  improvement.  The  desigii  of 
the  original  constitution  was  to  put  two  efficient  persons 
at  least  in  nomination  for  the  presidency;  one  of  whom 
being  chosen,  the  other  would  be  competent  to  fill  the 
office  in  the  event  of  any  accident  befalling  the  Presi- 
dent. But,  because  in  the  year  1801,  Mr.  Burr  had 
nearly  jostled  Mr.  Jefferson  out  of  the  presidency,  this 
amendment  was  introduced,  in  order  to  prevent  any 
future  collision  between  the  presidential  and  vice-pre-. 
sidential  candidates.  The  consequence  has  been,  that 
not  a  single  efficient  person  has  been  elected  to  the  vice- 
presidency  since  this  amendment  became  part  of  the 
constitution.  The  office,  ever  since  that  time,  appears 
to  have  been  designated  either  for  superannuated  and 
decrepit  men,  or  for  persons  peculiarly  marked  by 
their  mental  imbecili^,  and  individual  unimportance. 

The  constitution  provides,  that  the  President  shall 
be  elected  by  electors  appointed  by  the  state  legisla- 
ture, ai\d  prohibits  congress-men  from  having  either  vote 
or  influence  in  th«  matter.    This  provision  of  the  con- 
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adtution  also  Mr.  Jefferson  has  annulled^  by  a  practical 
amendment  called  a  caucus.  This  felicitous  invention  ^ 
is  carried  into  full  effect,  by  convening  a  meeting  of  all 
the  diemocratic  members  of  Congress,  as  well  senators 
as  representatives,  to  settle  among  themselves,  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  who  shall  be  the  next  President 
and  Vice-President.  Which  being  done,  they  send  cir- 
culars to  every  state,  setting  forth  the  candidates  they 
recommend,  who,  as  a  thing  of  course,  are  voted  for  by 
all  the  electors  in  the  democratic  states.  In  this  man- 
ner Mr.  Madison  was  made  President ;  and  thus,  also^ 
Mr.  Munroe  was  chosen,  although  with  some  difficulty, 
as  the  democratic  congress-men  were,  at  first,  in  a  ma- 
jority for  Mr.  Crawford,  of  the  state  of  Georgia.  But^ 
as  Virginia  could  not  permit  a  President  of  the  United 
States  to  be  produced  without  the  pale  of  her  own  do- 
ttiinion,  she  having  filled  the  presidential  chair  with  her 
own  citizens  twenty-four  out  of  the  twenty-eight  years 
which  have  elapsed  since  the  establishment  of  the  fe- 
deral constitution,  Mr.  Crawford  himself  and  his  friends 
were  induced,  after  two  or  three  meetings  of  the  cau- 
cus, to  yield  to  the  Virginian  claims  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
who  was  accordingly  nominated ;  whereupon  the  usual 
circular  was  sent  to  the  several  states,  whose  legisla- 
tures accordingly  appointed  electors  who  voted  for 
Mr.  Monrocj  and  who  was  elected  President. 

This  is,  in  effect,  taking  the  election  of  President  ol 
the  United  States  out  of  Qie  hands  of  the  people,  and 
transferring  it  to  those  of  an  oligarchy  of  congress-men. 
In  March,  181 6,  the  senate  of  the  United  States  dis- 
cussed the  propriety  of  amending  the  federal  consti- 
tution, by  estabtishmg  an  uniform  mode  of  election,  by 
districts,  of  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President. 
The  proposition  was  negatived ;  but  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Rufus  I^i^g>  81  senator  irom  the  state  of  New-York, 
and  one  of  the  members  of  the  general  convention  that 
iramed  the  constitution,  on  that  question,  deserve  the 
foil  consideration  of  every  sober  statesman.  Mr.  King 
said,  ^^  The  stateamay  now  severally  direct  the  manner 
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of  choosing  their  own  electors :  it  is  proposed  that  the 
manner  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  constitution.  This 
would  be  an  important  change^  and  an  improvement. 
If  there  was  any  part  of  the  constitution^  deemed  by 
its  framers  and  advocates  to  be  better  secured  than  any 
other  against  the  enterprises  which  have  since  occurred, 
it  was  die  very  provision  on  the  subject  of  election  to 
the  presidencj/.  The  idea  was^  that  the  action  of  <Aa£ 
particular  agency,  which  has  since  controlled  it,  was  as 
much  displaced  by  the  constitutional  plan  of  electing 
the  President  and  Vice-President,  as  could  possibly  be 
devised.  The  opinion  had  been,  that  all  undue  agency 
or  influence  was  entirely  guarded  against;  that  the 
men,  selected  by  the  people  from  flieir  own  body, 
would  give  their  votes  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford  no " 
opportunity  for  a  combination  to  change  the  freedom 
and  popular  character  which  naturally  belong  to  th^ 
electoral  bodies. 

*^  We  all  know  the  course  which  this  thing  has  taken. 
The  election  of  a  President  of  the  United  States  is  no 
longer  that  process  which  the  constitution  contemr 
plated.  In  conformity  with  the  original  view  of  the 
authors  of  that  instrunient,  I  would  restore,  as  tho- 
roughly as  possible,  the  freedom  of  election  to  the 
people ;  I  would  make  the  mode  of  election  uniform 
throughout  the  country,  by  throwing  the  whole  nation 
into  as  many  districts  as  there  are  electors,  and  let  the 
people  of  each  district  choose  one  elector.  Then  all 
the  people  in  the  country  would  stand  precisely  on 
the  same  footing ;  and  no  particular  addresses  could  be 
made  to  the  special  interests  and  particular  views  of 
partioular  men,  or  particular  sections  of  the  cornir 
try.  The  course  now  pursued,  in  this  respect,  is  not  en- 
titled  to  that  high  distinction.  On  the  contrary,  our  pro- 
gress in  government  is  not  for  the  better;  it  is  not  Ukely, 
hereafter,  to  be  in  favour  of  popular  rights.  It  was. 
with  the  people  the  constitution  meant  to  place  the 
election  of  the  chief  magistrate ;  that  being  the  source 
the  least  liable  to  be  corrupt.    But  if,  under  the  name 
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of  the  liberty  of  the  people,  we  put  thiis  power  into 
other  hands^  with  different  interests,  we  place  it  in  a  ri^ 
taation  in  which  the  rights  of  the  people  are  violated. 
^^  With  regard'  to  the  rights  of  the  pedple,  and  the 
iireedom  of  the  country,  no  man  can  name  a  matter  so 
important  as  the  choice  of  the  President  of  the  nation.  It 
is  an  infirmity  in  our  natures,  that  we  look  for  chiefs  and 
rulers,  either  for  their  superior  virtue,  or  their  supposed 
subserviency  to  the  views  of  those  in  subordinate  situa- 
tions.    It  is  against  the  evil  of  the  latter  principle  we 
must  guard.     The  Uberties  of  the  people  are  more  af- 
fected by  the  choice  of  President,  than  by  any  other  or- 
dinary political  act.     In  this  point,  they  are  vulnerable. 
Here  ought  the  rights  of  the  people  and  of  the  states 
to  be  guarded.     Our  existence,  and  the  passions  of  the 
present  day,  are  ephemeral ;  public  liberty  should  be 
immortal.     Considering  the  senate  should  be  to  the 
people  and  the  states  not  only  the  safe  guardians  of 
their  rights,  but  the  protectors  of  their  liberty^  I  hope 
they  will  adopt  a  provision,  so  nearly  connected  with  the 
perpetuation  of  both.     All  experience  has  shown,  that 
the  people  of  any  country  are  most  competent  to  a  cor- 
rect designation  of  their  first  magistrate.     So  far  as  his- 
tory affords  us  light,  it  leads  us  to  this  point ;  that  in 
times  of  difficulty  and  peril  to  a  nation,  when  it  is  in 
the  utmost  need  of  superior  talent  for  its  high  stations, 
no  tribunal  is  more  competent  to  discern,  and  select  it, 
than  the  people.     Intrigue,  turbulence,  and  corruption, 
may  have  some  sway  in  quiet  times,  when  all  is  tran- 
quillity, in  regard  to  the  general  situaticfn  of  the  coun- 
try; but  when  the  ship  of  state  is  in  danger,  turbulence 
ceases,  and  the  best  men  are,  by  an  instinctive  power, 
fixed  on  by  the  people  for  their  governors.     This  hks 
been  wonderfully  illustrated  by  history ;   and  the  best 
designations  of  magistrates  have  been  produced  in  this 
way. 

*^  My  sober  view  is,  that  as  to  the  election  of  chief  ma- 
gistrate of  this  nation,  nobody  is  so  competent  as  the 
great  body  of  the  freemen  to  make  a  proper  selection. 
Whether,  on  this  question,  their^r^^  impression  should 
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be  taken,  is  a  question  of  great  importance :  there  would 
be  difficulty  in  making  the  returns  of  the  votes:  those 
who  collected  and  compared  the  votes  might  defeat  the 
choice  of  the  peeple.   Not  that  these  objections  are  insu- 
perable ;  and  the  course  of  things,  under  the  present 
mode  of  choosing  a  president,  is  in  its  nature  pernicious^ 
and  has  a  tendency  to  prevent  the  object  intended  by 
the  constitution  of  a  pure  elective  magistracy.  Men  now 
live,  who  will  probably  see  the  end  of  our  government, 
as  we  now  go  on :  terminate  when  it  will,  the  termina- 
tion will  not  be  in  favour  of  public  liberty.     For  five 
years  past,  I  have  seen  a  character  developing  itself,  the 
predominance  of  which  I  fear.     Not  a  people  on  earth 
.€ire  more  capable  of  high  excitement  than  this  people. 
Puring  the  excitement  of  the  passion,  to  which  I  refer,, 
if  a  contested  election  occurs,  the  gownsmen  must  stand 
aside  ;  another  character  supersedes  them ;  and  there 
can  be  little  difficulty  in  judging  what  will  be  the  re- 
sult.    The  march  from  military  rule  to  despotism  is 
tertain,  invariable.    Those  who  think  they  see  the  pro* 
bable  tendency  of  our  present  system  should  interpose 
something  remedial.     The  people  in  this  particular  art 
the  best  keepers  of  their  own  rights ;  and  any  device  to 
remove  that  power  from  them  weakens   its  security. 
I  know  that  this  proposition,  if  a^eed  to,  will  break 
down  the  power  of  the  great  states.     I  have  no  object 
tion,  if  in  curtailing  their  power,  the  same  measure  re- 
«gulates  the  rights  of  the  whole  nation  equally.     I  am 
willing  to  let  the  election  for  the  presidency  rest  wkoUy 
on  the  people." 

And  in  the  same  debate.  General  Harper,  a  senator 
from  Maryland,  said,  that"  as  to  the  main  proposition,  he 
was  decidedly  in  its  favour,  for  this  general  reason,  that 
its  adoption  would  tend  to  make  the  elections  of  Presi- 
dent less  a  matter  of  juggle  and  intrigue  than  they  now 
are.  He  would  not  say  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
wholly  excluding  intrigue ;  of  placing  this  great  elec- 
tion on  the  footing  on  which  the  great  men  who  frained 
the  constitution  vainly  imagined  they  were  placing  it, 
6f  a  free,  unbiassed  expression  of  the  public  will  \  but 
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it  would  bring  it  nearer  than  at  present.  Party  arrange- 
ments and  bargains  would  not  be  so  easy.  Bargains* 
could  not  be  so  readily  struck  with  one  state  for  this  great 
office,  with  another  for  that,  as  according  to  the  present 
mode  of  election.  Districting  the  states  for  electors 
would  have  a  tendency  to  render  the  presidential  elec- 
tion more  free  and  independent;  to  remove  it  more  from 
the  grasp  of  party  arrangements ;  to  prevent  bargains 
between  profligate  agents,  and  the  selling  of  the  nation 
fpr  offices  to  the  highest  bidder.'* 

The  President,  at  stated  times,  receives  for  his  ser- 
vices a  compensation,  that  can  neither  be  increased  nor 
diminished  during  the  period  for  which  he  is  elected ; 
nor  dm  he  receive  within  that  period  any  other  emolu- 
ment from  the  United  States,  or  any  single  state.  Be- 
fore he  enters  on  the  execution  of  his  office,  he  takes 
die  following  oath  or  affirmation :  ^^I  do  solemnly  swear^ 
(oi  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of 
President  of  the  United  States,  sund  wilt,  to  the  best  of 
my  ability,  preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States."  The  president  i»  com- 
mander4n-chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States^  and  of  the  militia  of  the  several  states,  when 
called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States.  He 
may  require  the  opinion  in  writing  of  the  fuincipal  offi- 
cers in  each  of  the  executive  departments,  upon  any 
subject  relating  to  the  duties  of  their  respective  offices; 
and  he  has  power  to  grant  reprieves  and  pardons  for 
oflfences  against  the  United  States,  except  in  cases  of 
impeachment.  He  has  power,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  senate,  to  make  treaties^  provided 
two-thirds  af  the  senators  present  concur ;  and  he  no- 
minates; and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the. 
senate,  appoints  ambassadors  and  other  public  minis- 
ters and  consuls,  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States,  whose  appointments 
are  not  otherwise  provided  for  in  the  constitution,  and 
which  are  established  by  law.  Bu^  Congress  may  by 
law  vest  the  appointment  of  such  inferior  officers  as 


l66  EXECUTIVE  AKD  8EKATE. 

they  think  proper,  in  the  president  alone,  in  the  ccmft» 
of  law,  or'in  the  heads  of  departments. 

As  to  the  propriety  of  vesting  the  constitutional  pow- 
ers allotted  to  the  President  in  that  officer,  the  Fede- 
ralist enters  into  a  most  elaborate  and  able  discussion, 
more  particularly  upon  the  ^reo^^-making  power,  which 
be  shares  with  the  senate.  During  the  session  of 
1815-16,  Confess  discussed,  with  great  ability,  the 
propriety  of  confining  the  power  of  making  treaties 
with  foreign  states  to  the  president  and  senate,  and  ex- 
cluding the  Hbuse  of  Representatives  from  all  inter- 
ference on  that  subject.  In  that  debate,  Mr.  Pinckney, 
l^te  American  minister  in  London,  and  now  ambassa- 
dor from  the  United  States  to  Russia,  particularly  dis- 
tinguished himself;  and  the  able  speeches  of  Messrs. 
Randolph,  Gaston,  Calhoun,  Forsythe,  and  HopkinscHi^ 
threw  great  light  on  some  of  the  frmdamental  princi{^e^ 
6f  the  constitution.  The  right,  asserted  by  th^  House 
of  Representatives,  to  interpret  and  sanction  treaities^ 
was  negatived ;  and  properly,  because  the  senate  is  a 
popular  body  of  representatives,  and  the  addition  of  .the 
Lower  House  could  furnish  no  new  principle  of  safety  or 
control.  The  practice  of  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons, in  sanctioning  treaties,  is  no  precedent  for  the 
lower  branch  of  the  American  Congress  ;  because,  in 
England,  the  executive  is  without  any  check  in  the 
conclusion  of  treaties,  except  the  subsequent  discussion 
and  appropriation  of.  the  inferior  house  of  parliament. 
The  lords  have  no  share  in  the  treaty-making  power, 
although  they,  like  the  crown,  are  hereditary;  whereas 
our  senate,  as  well  as  our  executive,  is  popular  and 
elective. 

The  British  government  also,  in  its  collective 
branches  of  king,  lords,  and  commons,  is  all-powerful ; 
and  the  distribution  of  its  respective  authorities  very 
much  blended  together.  But,  under  the  federal  consti* 
tution,  the  powers  are  precisely  measured  out  to  each 
branch  of  the  general  government,  and  the  power  of 
making  treaties  with  foreign  potentates  is  specifically 


EXECUTIVE  AND   SENATE.  l6f 

given  to  the  President  and  senate,  as  other  powers  are 
given  separately  to  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and 
others,  to  all  the  departments  of  government  con- 
jointly. 

The  President  is  empowered  to  fill  up  all  vacancies 
that  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  senate,  by  grant- 
ing commissions,  which  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next 
session.  He  must,  from  time  to  time,  give  Congress  in- 
formation of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to 
their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  may  judge 
necessary  and  expedient.  He  may,  on  extraordinary 
occasions,  convene  either,  or  both  houses ;  and  if  they 
disagree  as  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  he  may  adjourn 
them  to  what  time  he  thinks  proper.  He  receives  am- 
bassadors, and  other  public  ministers ;  takes  care  that 
the  laws  are  faithfully  executed,  and  commissions  all 
the  officers  of  the  United  States.  The  President,  Vice- 
President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United  States,  are 
removeable  from  office  on  impeachment  for  the  convic- 
tion of  treason,  bribery,  or  otlier  high  crimes  and  mis- 
demeanors. 

In  many  of  the  states  the  electors  of  the  President 
are  chosen  by  the  people ;  in  some,  by  the  state  legis- 
lature. The  constitution  has  left  this  point  undeter- 
mined ;  it  has  only  given  Congress  the  power  to  deter- 
mine the  time  of  choosing  the  electors,  and  to  fix  a 
imiform  day,  throughout  the  United  States,  on  which' 
they  shall  give  their  votes.  From  the  executive  power 
to  pardon,  cases  of  impeachment,  as  in  Britain,  are  ex- 
cepted in  all  the  American  constitutions ;  and  in  some 
of  the  states  murder  and  forgery  are  also  excepted.  . 

If  there  be  any  one  principle  of  municipal  government 
more  imperatively  important  than  the  rest,  it  is  that  the 
executive  should  be  one  and  indivisible.  This  position 
is  most  ably  enforced  and  illustrated  by  General  Hamil^ 
ton,  in  the  Federalist  The  frumers  of  the  federal 
constitution  were  too  wise  to  encumber  the  President 
of  the  United  States  with  a  constitutional  council,  which 
he  is  compelled  to  consult.  He  is  only  authorized  to  re- 
quire of  the  principal  executive  officers  their  opinions  in 
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writings  on  any  subject  relating  to  their  official  duties. 
The  several  states  differ  on  this  part ;  some  having 
a  council^  established  by  the  constitution,  which  the 
executive  must  consult,  and  without  whose  assent  he 
cannot  act ;  while  others  have  no  council.  The  general 
effects,  resulting  from  the  institution  of  a  constitutional 
council  are,  that  they  serve  as  a  cloak  to  the  executive, 
to  cover  him  from  punishment  when  he  does  wrong ; 
and  act  as  obstacles  to  impede  his  motions,  when  he 
wishes  to  do  right.  It  is  always  best  that  the  chief 
magistrate  of  every  republic  should  act  upon  his  own 
responsibility :  in  difficult  questions  of  the  law  he  can, 
consult  the  attorney-general ;  and  on  complicated  politi- 
cal cases  he  can  have  recourse  to  the  state  secretaries, 
and  high  officers.  In  a  multitudinous  executive  the 
subdivision  of  responsibility  weakens  the  hold  of  public 
opinion  and  power  upon  the  executive  councils  and 
measures ;  in  a  single  executive  the  responsibility  is 
concentred  and  operative.  Wherever  a  constitutional 
council  exists,  every  act  of  the  executive,  whether  re- 
lating to  appointments  to  office,  or  to  qualified  negatives 
upoil  the  legislature,  or  to  the  pardoning  of  criminals, 
or  any  other  matter,  is  done  by  the  executive,  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  such  council, 

A  notion  has  long  prevailed  among  a  numerous  body 
of  American  politicians,  that  a  vigorous  executive  is  in- 
consistent with  the  genius  of  republican  government ; 
and,  accordingly,  not  a  single  constitution,  state  or  fede- 
ral, gives  sufficient  power  to  the  executive.  If  the  posi« 
lion  so  prevalent  with  us  were  true,  republican  govern- 
ihent  would  be  just  good  for  nothing ;  because  the  ex- 
perience of  all  time  has  shown,  that  energy  in  the  exe- 
cutive is  a  leading  feature  in  all  good  government, 
whatever  be  its  form  or  substance.  It  is  ^essential  to  the 
protection  of  the  commonwealth  against  the  assaults  of 
loreign  polver ;  it  is  equally  necessary  to  the  steady 
administration  of  municipal  laws  to  the  protection  of 
private  property,  (the  sheet-anchor  of  human  society), 
from  all  arbitrary  encroachment ;  to  secure  liberty,  both 
personal  and  political^  against  the  intrigues,  enterprises^ 
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And  assaults  of  ambition,  faction,  and  anarchy.  A  feeble 
executive  implies  a  feeble  execution  of  the  government: 
weakness  in  high  places  is  never  harmless,  because  it 
involves  the  ruin  of  untold  millions  in  its  care^  of  folly. 
It  is  better  for  a  nation  that  its  government  should  be 
occasionally,  decidedly,  and  vigorously  wrong,  than 
always  feeble  and  waveringly  right.  A  government 
weakly  executed,  whatever  it  may  be  in  theory,  and 
how  beautiful  soever  it  may  appear  in  manuscript,  or  in 
print,  on  paper,  or  on  parchment,  is,  for  all  the  practical 
purposes  of  the  community,  as  far  as  respects  the  pros- 
perity and  happiness  of  the  nation,  a  baa  government. 

Unity,  duration,  adequate  income,  and  competent 
powers,  are  all  requisite  to  constitute  energy  m  the 
executive.  The  observations,  at  present,  must  be  con- 
fined to  the  importance  of  executive  unity.  A  single 
executive,  and  a  numerous  legislature,  are  best  adapted 
to  unite  vigour  in  the  government,  with  deliberation 
and  wisdom  iti  the  national  councils,  and  the  means  of 
conciliating  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  of  securing 
their  privileges  and  interests.  Now,  unity  is  conducive 
to  energy,  because  decision,  activity,  secrecy,  and  de- 
spatch^  other  things  being  equal,  always  characterize  the 
proceedings  of  one  man  more  than  those  of  many  men 
acting  together ;  and  in  proportion  as  the  number  of 
agents  is  increased,  will  be  the  indecision,  inactivity, 
want  of  secrecy,  and  positive  delay  in  all  their  move- 
ments. Jn  practice,  it  is*  of  no  moment  whether  the 
executive  unity  is  destroyed  by  vesting  the  power  in 
two  or  more  magistrates  of  equal  dignity  and  authority, 
or  by  vesting  it  ostensibly  iii  one  man,  but  subject,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  to  the  control  and  co-operation  of 
executive  counsellors*  The  last  mode  of  dividing  and 
weakening  the  executive  government  is  incorporated 
into  many  of  our  -state  constitutions.  That  of  New- 
York  provides  a  Council  of  Appointment,  consisting  of 
a  senator  from  each  of  the  four  great  districts  of  the 
state,  nominated  annually  by  the  house  of  assembly :  of 
this  council  the  governor,  or  administering  lieutenant- 
governor,  or  president  of  the  senate,  is  president,  and 
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has  a  casting,  but  no  other  vote.  This  council  appoints 
to  all  the  offices  of  the  state,  except  those  provided  for 
by  the  constitution  itself.  In  New-Jersey  the  governor 
must  consult  his  council ;  but  it  is  doubtful  if  their  re- 
solutions bind  his  jiftdgment.  In  many  othei"  states  the 
executive  council  has  much  more  power  over  the  go- 
vernor than  in  New- York  or  New-Jersey. 

A  little  reflection  will  show  the  mischief  of  dividing 
the  executive  in  any  way.  Wherever,  and  whenever 
two  or  more  men  are  engaged  in  any  common  pursuit^ 
they  are  liable  to  differ  in  opinion.  If  it  be  a  high  pub- 
lic office^  in  which  they  claim  equal  dignity  and  power, 
their  difference  of  opinion  lessens  the  respectability, 
weakens  the  authority,  distracts  the  plans,  and  slackens 
the  operations  of  government.  It  also  tends  to  split  the 
community  into  violent  and  irreconcilable  factions^ 
whose  mutual  animosities  continually  disturb  thci  public 
peace ;  it  embarrasses  the ,  execution  of  every  measure 
from  the  commencement  to  its  conclusion ;  it  counter-' 
acts,  without  any  counterbalancing  benefit^  the  qualities 
most  essential  to  a  good  executive  government,  namely, 
vigour  and  expedition.  Above  istU,  in  conducting  war 
with  a  powerral  enemy,  executive  energy  is  the  great 
bulwark  of  national  security. 

In  addition  to  this,  an  executive  council  tends  directly 
to  conceal  the  faults,  and  destroy  the  responsibility  of 
government*  Owing  to  the-  multiplication  of  the  execu- 
tive, it  is  almost  impossible,  amidst  the  mutual  accusa- 
tions'of  the  governor  and  his  council,  to  determine  on 
whom  the  blame  or  punishment  of  any  pernicious  mea- 
sure ought  to  fall.  It  is  shifted  from  one  to  another 
with,  so  much  political  dexterity  and  legerdemain,  that 
die  public  is  bewildered  in  suspense  as  to  the  reial  author 
of  its^calsunities.  In  the  single  instance  in  which  the 
governor  of  -NewrYork  is  coupled  with  an  executive 
council,  the  appointment  to  offices,  every  day*s  experi- 
ence brings  to  light  additional  mischief.  Without  stoop- 
ing to  any  personal  crimination,  it  cannot  be  ilhberalto 
remark  that  ^maf^Piie^- scandalous  appointmeiits  to  im- 
portant offices .  have  beeiii  made.    Indeed^  some  eases 
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have  been  so  flagrant  that  all  parties  have  concurred  in 
censuring  them  ;  but  when  inquiry  has  been  made^  the 
blame  has  been  laid  by  the  governor  on  the  members 
of  the  council,  who,  in  return,  have  charged  it  upon  the 
nomination  of  hi^  excellency ;  while  the  people  are  at  a 
loss  to  determine  by  whose  flagitious  influence  their  in- 
terests have  been  committed  to  hands  so  incompetent. 

An  executive  coimcil  deprives  the  people  of  their 
two  greatest  securities  for  the  faithful  exercise  of  all 
del^ated  power ;  namely,^r5*,  the  restraints  of  public 
opinion^  which  lose  their  efficacy  alike  on  account  of  the 
division  of  censure,  attached  to  evil  measures  among  a 
uumber  of  persons,  and  the  uncertainty  on  whom  the 
blame  ought  to  be  fixed;  and,  secondly^  the  opportunity 
of  discovering  the  actual  misconduct  of  those  whom 
they  trust,  in  order  to  remove  them  from  office,  or  sub- 
ject them  to  merited  punishment.  This  part  of  the 
scheme  of  government  seems  to  be  borrowed  from 
England,  without  any  analogy  to  warrant  such  a  loan 
from  a  monarchy  to  a  republic.  In  England  the  king 
is  an  hereditary,  perpetual  chief  magistrate ;  and,  for 
the  sake  of  public  peace,  can  do  no  wrong ;  nor  is  he 
himself  accountable  for  the  acts  of  his  administration^ 
and  his  person  is  sacred.  Under  such  circumstances,  it 
is  necessary  to  annex  to  the  monarch  a  constitutional 
council,  responsible  to  the  people  for  their  advice,  and 
for  the  measures  of  the  executive  government ;  other- 
wise, there  would  be  no  responsibility  in  the  executive; 
and,  in  the  place  of  a  free  government  would  be  substi- 
tuted an  unqualified  despotism.  Yet,  in  England,  the 
king  is  not  bound  by  tne  resolutions  of  his  council ; 
although  they  are  answerable  for  their  advice  to  him. 
He  is  absolute  master  of  his  own  conduct,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  his  office,  and  may,  at  his  sole  discretion,  ob- 
serve or  disregard  the  counsel  oflFered  to  him. 
•  But  in  a  representative  republic,  as  are  l^ese  United 
States,  where  the  people  themselves  are  the  only  unre- 
sponsible sovereigns  who  can  do  no  wrong,  whose  ma- 
jesty is  inviolable,  and  whose  persons  are  sacred,  every 
magistrate  is,  and  ought  to  be^  a  servant  of  the  public^ 


173  EVILS  OF  MULTITUDINOUS  ISXECUTIVB; 

and  personally  answerable  to  the  nation  for  his  conduct 
while  in  office ;  and^  consequently^  the  reason  Which  in 
the  British  constitution  argues  the  necessity  of  an  ex- 
ecutivi;  council  is  strong  against  the  propriety  of  such 
an  institution  in  this  country.  In  the  monarchy  of  Eng- 
land it  furnishes  a  substitute  for  the  prohibited  respon- 
sibility of  the  chief  magistrate ;  but  in  the  American 
republic  an  executire  council  only  serves  to  diminish  the 
personal  responsibility  of  the  chief  magistrate  himself. 

The  general  prevalence  of  an  executive  council  in 
our  state  constitutions  is  also  derived,  in  part,  from  that' 
mistaken  maxim  of  repubUcan  jealousy,  which  ccmsiders 
power  as  safer  in  the  hands  of  many  than  of  one; 
whereas  the  executive  authority  is  more  easily  confined 
when  single  than  when  multitudinous.  It  ts  safer  to 
have  a  single  object  for  popular  vigilance  and  jealousy 
to  observe,  than  to  distract  attention  by  a  number  of 
such  objects.  All  multiplication  of  the  executive  is 
dangerous,  not  friendly  to  social  liberty.  For  the  united 
credit  and  influence  of  several  individuals  must  be  more 
formidable  than  the  credit  and  influence  of  either  of 
them  separately.  The  thirty  tyrants  of  Athens,  the  de- 
cemvirs  of  Rome,  and  the  executive  directory  of  revolu- 
tionary France,  were  more  terrible  in  their  respective 
usurpations  than  anyone  of  them  singly  could  have  been, 
and  deluged  Athens,  Rome,  and  France,  with  more  na- 
tive blood.  From  either  of  such  combinations  Ainerica 
would  have  more  to  fear  and  more  to  suffer,  than  from 
the  criminal  ambition  of  any  single  president  of  the 
United  States  or  state  governor.  An  executive  coun* 
cil  to  a  magistrate,  who  is  himself  respousible  for  his 
official  acts,  is  only  a  drag*chain  upon  his  good  inten* 
tions ;  the  instrument  and  accomplice  of  his  pernicious 
measures,  and  an  effectual  covering  and  defence  of  his 
evil  deeds. 

The  power  of  pardoning  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the 
executive,  and  the  power  of  punishing  crimes  vested  in 
the  law,  must  always  be  taken  together  as  parts  of  the 
same  municipal  system.  The  law  is  fixed,  as  to  the 
punishmeiit  of  crime^  but  a  discretionary  power  is  left 
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in  the  chief  magistrate  to  moderate  the  punishment 
according  to  the  circumstances  of  commission.  The 
degree  and  species  of  punishment  being  fixed^  best  en- 
sures the  personal  and  pohtical  freedom  of  the  people ; 
there  being  no  slavery  so  miserable  as  where  the  law 
is  uncertain  in  its  exposition  and  appUcation.  ^^  Miser  a 
servitus,  uhi  jus^  aut  vaguniy  aut  incognitumr  The 
punishment  being  capital  for  certain  crimes^  best  an- 
swers the  purposes  of  terror,  by  its  warning  example  to 
others ;  whence  by  punishing  the  crime  severely  in 
one  instance,  its  perp^ration  is,  in  many  instances,  pre- 
v^ited.  And  the  executive  power  of  moderating,  by 
occasionally  relaxing  the  severity  of  capital  punish- 
ment, tempers  justice  with  mercy :  and  while  it  secures 
the  authority  of  the  laws,  does  away  the  imputation  of 
making  crimes  of  different  degrees  of  malignity  equal, 
by  inflicting  death  alike  upon  all. 

In  most  civilized  nations,  the  power  of  pardoning  cer- 
tain crimes  has  been  given  to  the  executive.  It  is  pecu- 
liarly so  in  England,  whence  the  United  States  have  bor- 
rowed nearly  all  their  common  and  much  of  their  sta-* 
tute  law.  1  he  king's  power  of  pardoning  is  said  by  the 
old  Saxon  jurists  to  be  derived  *^  a  lege  suce  dignitatis^ 
As  laws^  in  order  to  be  just,  must  be  general  and  fixed ; 
and  as  it  is  impossible  precisely  to  graduate  the  scale  of 
punishment  to  the  exact  proportion  of  crimes,  on  ac- 
count of  the  incessant  variation  of  circumstances,  which 
renders  the  same  generic  crime  more  or  less  atrocious 
in  degree,  it  is  always  prudent  to  allow  a  resort  for  par- 
don to  the  discretion  of  the  executive^  lest  cases  should 
sometimes  occur  to  justify  Cicero's  observation,  that 
*^  quandoquideniy  summum  just  est  summa  injuria.*^ 
And,  although  laws  ought  not  to  be  framed  on  princi- 
ples of  compassion  to  guilt,  yet,  according  to  the  con- 
stitution of  every  free  government,  justice  should  always 
he  administered  in  mercy ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  the  great 
duty  required  from  the  British  executive^  by  his  coro- 
nation oath,  and  the  act  of  his  government,  most  en- 
tirely his  own  and  personal.  In  some  countries  the 
power  of  pardoning  in  the  executive  is  not  sufficiently 
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secured.  In  Holland^  for  instance^  under  their  old  go- 
vernment, before  the  Dutch  were  conquered  by  revolu- 
tionary France,  (what  it  is  now,  I  cannot  tell,  having 
had  no  opportunity  of  examining  the  constitution  of  the 
United  Netherlands)  there  was  no  power  to  pardon, 
unless  there  happened  to  be  a  Stadtholder,  a  magistrate, 
who  was  only  an  accidental  part  of  their  municipal 
system.  Thus  the  Dutch  republic  omitted  to  establish 
in  its  constitution  a  provision  essential  to  all  sound 
policy,  as  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the  community 
as  justice  itself;  nay,  in  the  opinion  of  some  of  the 
most  celebrated  jurists,  giving  to  justice  a  perfection  of 
benignity,  which  did  not  originally  belong  to  her  stem* 
and  unaccommodating  nature^ 

In  England,  during  all  the  varieties  and  revolutions 
of  government,  the  alternations  of  tyranny  and  anarchy 
and  well-tempered  freedom,  the  greatest  weight  has 
always  been  laid  upon  the  prerogative  of  pardoning 
lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  executive.  Indeed,  this 
power  is  a  considerable  abatement  of  the  severity  of 
what' is  deemed  by  some  able  jurists  the  harshest  part 
of  the  criminal  law  of  England,  the  law  of  forfeiture. 
Ever  since  the  Union  of  the  two  roses,  in  Henry  the 
Seventh  and  his  queen  Elizabeth,  the  pardoning  power 
has  generally  been  employed  to  the  peace  and  preserv- 
ation of  families.  In  the  records  of  parliament,  even 
in  the  worst  times  of  the  most  tyrannical  dynasties, 
frovn  the  reign  of  the  Norman  conqueror  to  the  do- 
minion of  the  arbitrary  Tudors  and  execrable  Stuarts, 
examples  of  the  benignant  exercise  of  this  prerogative 
are  not  wanting:  and  since  the  revolution  in  1688,  in 
the  better  times  of  well-balanted  liberty,  it  has  beeii 
peculiarly  beneficial. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  dissembled  that  this  pardon- 
ing power  has  been  sometimes  abused  in  England  and 
elsewhere.  Towards  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury thirty  "Jive  thousand  criminals  were  pardoned  at 
once,  by  a  general  act  of  grace  from  the  republic  of 
Venice,  in  order  to  raise  a  large  sum  of  money^ 
Francis  the  First  of  France  gave  Cardinal  Wokey^ 
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^hen  on  in  embassy  from  Henry  the  Eighth  of  England, 
the  power  of  pardoning  all  criminals  in  every  French 
town  through  which  he  should  pass.  The  House  of 
Commons  petitioned  Edward  the  Third  to  be  less  libe- 
ral in  pardoning  malefactors,  on  condition  of  their  serv- 
ing him  in  his  continental  wars.  With  what  unreflect- 
ing facility  the  most  atrocious  criminals  are  frequently 
pardoned  in  several  of  our  American  states,  in  order  to 
make  room  for  fresh  candidates  for  imprisonment,  is  too 
notorious  to  need  a  comment,  and  too  injurious  to  the 
community  to  be  passed  over  in  silence. 

By  the  federal  constitution,  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  is  vested  in  one  supreme  court,  and  such 
other  inferior  courts  as  Congress  may,  from  time  to  time, 
ordain  and  establish.    The  judges,  both  of  the  supreme 
and  inferior  courts,  hold  their  offices  during  good  be- 
Jhaviour ;  and,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  their  services 
a  compensation,  not  to  be  diminished  during  their  con- 
tinuance in  office.     The  judicial  power  extends  to  all 
cases  inlaw  and  equity  arising  under  the  constitution, 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  treaties  made  under 
.  tlieir  authoritjr ;  to  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other 
public  ministers,  and  consuls ;  to  sdl  cases  of  admiralty 
and  maritime  jurisdiction ;  to  controversies  to  which 
the  United  States  are  a  party ;  to  controversies  between 
two  or  more  states,  between  a  state  and  citizens  of 
another  state,  between  citizens  of  different  states,  be- 
tween citizen^  of  the  same  state  claiming  lands  under 
grants  of  different  states,  and  between  a  state  or  its 
citizeps  and  foreign  states,  citizens,  or  subjects.     The 
supreme  court   has  original  jurisdiction  in  all   cases 
a&cting  ambassadors,    other    public  ministers,  and 
consuls,  and  those  in  which  a  state  is  a  party.     But,  by 
the  eleventh  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  consti- 
tution^ it  is  declared^  that  the  judicial  power  of  the 
Unitod  States  shall  not  extend  to  any  suit  in  law,  or 
^uity,  commenced  or  prosecuted  against  one  of  the 
United  States  by  citizens   of   another  state,  or  by 
<2itizena  orjubjects  of  any  foreign  state* 
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In  all  other  cases  before  mentioned  (together  with 
the  exceptions  enumerated  above)  the  supreme  court  of 
the  United  States  has  appellate  jurisdiction^  both  as  to 
law  and  fact^  with  such  exceptions  and  under  such  regu- 
lations as  Congress  shall  see  fit  to  make.  The  trial  of 
all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeachment,  must  be  by 
jury,  and  the  trial  held  in  the  state  where  such  crimes 
have  been  committed ;  but  when  not  committed  within 
any  state,  the  trial  to  be  at  such  place  as  Congress  may, 
by  law,  have  directed.  Treason  against  the  Unitecji 
States  consists  only  in  levying  war  against  them,  or  ii> 
adhering  to  their  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  com- 
fort. No  person  can  be  convicted  of  treason  unless  on 
the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act, 
or  on  confession  in  open  court.  Congress  has  power  to 
declare  the  punishment  of  treason  ;  but  no  attainder  of 
treason  shall  work  corruption  of  blood  or  forfeiture, 
except  durii^  the  life  of  the  person  attainted. 

The  American  law,  both  state  and  federal,  differs 
from  that  of  England,  in  the  crime  of  treason  no# 
working  forfeiture  of  property  and  corruption  of  blood. 
There  are  some  very  able  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
English  doctrine  of  attainder,  in  Lord  Hardwicke's 
*^  Treatise  on  the  Law  of  Forfeiture,"  and  in  Bishop* 
Warburton  s  "  Divine  Legation  of  Moses."  Both  these 
great  men  lay  much  stress  on  this  punishment  operating 
as  a  strong  preventative  against  the  crime,  by  holding 
up  to  the  culprit  the  certainty  of  the  extreme  in&my, 
and  absolute  penury  of  his  own  immediate  descendants 
and  kindred,  if  he  persist  in  perpetrating  the  forbidden 
act. 

Mr.  Smith,  in  his  "  Comparative  View,'*  and  thepresent 
Chancellor  of  the  state  of  New-York,  in  an  introductofy 
lecture  to  a  course  of  law  lectures,  delivered  by  him 
in  November,  1794,  when  professor  of  law  in  Colum* 
bia  College,  have  giveh  some  veiy  valuable  observations 
on  the  American  Judiciary.  The  substance  of  these 
observations,  with  such  additional  remarks  as  may 
occur  during  the  discussion^  will  now  be  presented ; 


memising^  howwcr,  that  the  Stutfe  CoMfdtMicili  of  New- 

Tcwic  declares,  that  no  judge,  either  of  law  or  equity; 

vfaail  hold  his  office  after  he  reaches  the  age  oi  sixty 

3rears.     This  seems  to  be  a  strange  constitutional  pro- 

^vision,  that  a  man  must  cease  to  be  a  judge  as  soon  as 

Sie  13  sixty  years ;  because  in  the  common  coarse  of 

^^^nts,  provided  he  habitually  exercises  his  nrind  by 

^observation,  reading,  and  reflection,  he .  is  wiser y  and 

^consequently  better  fitted  to  discharge  the  important 

^^Konctions  of  the  judicial  office  after  than  before  he 

3ft*eaches  the  age  of  sixty.     The  Spartans  were  «0  wdl 

^^ware  of  this  general  truth,  at  least  practically,  that  they 

^lid  not  suffer  a  man  to  become  an  Ephor,  or  Judge  of 

*Cheir  highest  legal  tribunal,  until  he  had  actually  entered 

Ikiis  sixty^rst  yezT. 

The  State  Constitution  of  New-Hampshire  prohibits 
iny  judge  from  continuing  in  office  after  he  attains  the 
age  of  seventy  years.  This  limitation  as  to  age  is  im- 
doubtedly  wiser  by  ten  years  than  the  NewrYork  con-* 
cfrtutional  provision,  which  cashiers  a  judge  ^s  soon  aft 
Ke  is  sixty.  All  limitations  of  this  kind  are  foolish  and 
crUte^l;  because  they  pretend  to  point  out  the  precise 
fim'e  when  human  intelligence  fails ;  and  then  consign  a 
man  to  absolute  want,  that  his  life  may  not  falsily  dieir 
pfisiiietion  of  the  appointed  decay  of  his  interlect.  Lord 
Mftnsfield  sate  on  the  King's  Bench  until  he  was  eighty ; 
and  does  any  sound  lawyer  find  in  his  decisions,  during 
the  last  twenty  years  of  his  judicial  career,  that  incapa- 
city; which  our  New- York  constitution  fixes  upon  a 
jidge  the  moment  he  becomes  sixty  years  old?  At  all 
events,  if  a  limitation  be  allowable,  sbcty  years  of  age 
is  too  early  a  period.  It  requires  the  feaibitual  diligence 
of  the  greatest  part  of  a  man's  life,  together  with  good 
sound  strong  natural  talents,  to  acquire  the  extent  and 
depth  of  information,  andthe  practical  experience,  whicfh 
are  the  essential  requisites  ctf  an  able  judge;  and  to  dis- 
qualify him  by  law,  at  a  period  of  life  when  his  know- 
ledge and  experience  could  render  him  most  competent 
to  the  due  administration  of  pubticjustice,tioes  not  exhibit 
i  t^y  profound  degree  of  political  sagacity  <«•  wisdom- 
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.  This  limitation  is  no  less  crael  than  absurd ;  for  it 
makes  no  provision  for  the  maintenance  of  the  discarded 
judge.  The  New-York  constitution,  in  this  respect, 
imitates  the  conduct  of  Frederic  the  Second  of  Prussia, 
who  boasted,  ^'  that  he  used  men  as  he  used  oranges, 
he  squeezed  out  the  juice,  and  threw  away  the  rind.** 
For  it  casts  a  man  destitute  upon  the  world,  precisely 
at  a  time  when  he  is  not  able  to  provide  for  himself,  by 
adopting  any  other  calling;  after  it  has  availed  itself  of 
the  youth  and  manhood,  the  time  and  talents,  the  learn* 
ing  and  industry  of  him,  whom  it  consigns  to  hopeless 
penury  and  barren  sorrow.  The  least  which  ought  in 
common  justice  to  be  done,  is,  that  if  our  legislators  will 
persist  in  cashiering  a  judge  for  no  other  crime  than 
being  sixty  years  of  age,  they  allow  an  adequate  pen* 
sioii  for  life  to  those  whom  they  dismiss. 

Perhaps  no  one  compotent  part  of  the  American 
constitutions  involves  more  momentous  effects  than  our 
judiciary  system.  Some  of  the  ablest  papers  in  the  Fe- 
deralist are  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  this  subject. 
The  two  chief  essentials  in  the  organization  of  this 
branch  of  fhe  government,  are,  a  proper  appointment  in 
the  first  instance;  and  an  adequate  independence  du- 
ring their  judicial  existence;  which  last  implies  a  per- 
manent tenure  of  office,  and  a  fixed  competent  salary. 

To  secure  the  first  object,  the  appointment  of  judges 
shold  be  vested  in  that  branch  of  government  which 
presents  the  greatest  probability  of  making  a  good,  and 
the  most  certain  responsibility,  in  the  event  of  making 
H  bad  choice.  The  executive,  if  single,  is  completely 
responsible :  a  single  chief  magistrate  will,  in  general, 
be  sufficiently  interested  in  his  own  reputation,  to  search 
for  able  men ;  a  multitudinous  executive  is  under  no  such 
pressing  responsibility;  and  a  legislative  body  are  al- 
most entirely  irresponsible ;  for  voting  by  ballot,  as  is 
the  fashion  of  this  country,  their  choice  is  that  of  no  par- 
ticular member,  but  every  one  is  sheltered  from  ac- 
countability by  the  vote  oi  every  other  person  present 
Besides,  most  of  the  members  are  changed  either  annu- 
ally, or  biemually ;  and  the  same  body  of  men,  which 


JUDICIARY    INDEPENDENCB.      ^  ^79 

elected  ah  unworthy  magistrate,  existing  no  longer, 
^f^hen  his  incapacity  is  discovered^  no  public  shame  is 
attached  to  them  as  a  legislature.  The  responsibility 
^  the  executive,  although  lessened,  is  not  however  an- 
nihilated by  assigning  to  a  senate,  or  council,  a  nega- 
^ve  on  his  nomination ;  and  it  is  possible  that  such  a 
inegative  may  sometines  act  as  a  salutary  check  upon 
executive  partiality;  but  undoubtedly,  as  a  general  rule, 
91  divided  executive  is  pernicious ;  and  there  is  also  at 
^east  an  equal  chance,  that  a  senatorial,  or  council  nega* 
^ve,  may  defeat  as  many  proper  nominations  as  it  may 
;j>revent  improper  appointments. 

The  independence  of  the  judiciary  can  be  established 
only  by  an  official  tenure,  during  good  behaviour,  and 
l>y  an  adequate  compensation  for  their  services,  not  lia- 
ble to  diminution.     A  limited  commission  infallibly  cre- 
ates a  dependence  on  the  authority  invested  with  the 
power  or  re-appointment;  and  a  precarious  compensa- 
tion entails  a  miserable  dependence  upon  that  branch  of 
the  legislature  which  holds  the  public  purse.    The  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  eflPectually  secures  these 
advantages ;  for  although  the  senate-  possesses  a  check 
upon  the  nomination  of  the  president,  yet  this  qualified 
negative  is  less  injurious  when  applied  to  the  Union  at 
large,  than  in  relation  to  a  particular  state ;  because  the 
senators   in   Congress,     representing  their  respective 
states,  are  more  likely  to  be  acquainted  with  the  merits 
and  character  of  the  person  nominated,  than  the  execu- 
tive, who  being  himself  chosen  from  one  particular  state, 
cannot  be  expected  to  be  so  well  iixformed  as  to  the 
wants  and  wishes  of  the  other  states; 

The  federal  judges,  when  once  appointed,  hold  their 
offices  during  good  behaviour,  without  any  limitation  as 
to  age,  and  receive  a  fixed  annual  salary,  not  subject 
to  diminution  during  their  term  of  service.  The  sala- 
ries of  these  judges,  like  those  of  all  other  officers  in 
the  Union,  whether  attached  to  the  general,  or  state 
governments,  are  not  sufficient.  Mr.  Burke,  in  his  "  Re- 
flections on  the  French  Revolution/'  offers  some  pro- 

N  2 
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found  and  eloquent  observations  on  the  pernicious  pro* 
digality  of  underpaying  the  public  servants  of  a  country. 

The  constitutions  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware 
vest  the  appointment  of  the  judges  absolutely  in  the 
executive ;  and  contain  every  paper  requisite  to  secure 
a  ^ood  judiciary^  except  an  adequate  salary ;  the  con* 
•titutipn  of  New- York  vests  the  choice  of  judges  in  the 
pouncil  of  s^ointment;  those  of  New-Hampshire^ 
Massachusetts^  and  Maryland^  in  the  governor  and 
council ;  those  of  Kentucky  and  Louisiana^  in  the  go« 
vemor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate;  those 
of  Connecticut,  Rhode«Island,  Vermont,  New-Jersey^ 
Vii^hia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Ten- 
ness^,  Ohio,  and  Mississippi,  in  the  legislature.  In 
North  Carolina,  however,  the  governor  possesses  the 
power  of  homiuation. 

In  mosit  of  the  states,  the  officialtenureof  the  judges 
is  during  good  behaviour,  with  the  exception  of  the  li- 
mitation as  to  age,  in  New-Hampshire,  and  New-York; 
for  instance,  in  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Kentucky,  Virginia,  North  and  South  Caro* 
Unas,  Tennessee,  'Louisiana,  and  Mississippi.  In  Con* 
hecticnt  and.  Rhode-Island^  the  judges  are  appointed 
unnucdly;  which  is  a  most  lamentable  provision,  because 
it  renders  the  judges  altogether  dependent  upon  the 
powerwhich  creates  them ;  and  what  self-confidence  can 
men  possess,  who  know  that  in  {he  course  of  a  few 
months  their  term  of  office  expires,  and  their  re-appoint- 
merit  depends  upon  the  mere  pleasure  of  another  body, 
over  whom  they  have  neither  control  nor  influence  ? 
In  Rhode-Island,  the  people  have  experienced  the  full 
bienefit  of  this  absurd  regulation;  but  the  patriarchal 
customs,  arid  steady  habits  of  Connecticut,  Umg  pre* 
vented  her  from  su&ringaiiy  very  material  injury  from 
this  deformity  in  her  political  code;  because  it  was  a 
matter  of  course,  annually  to  reappoiftt  the  same  man 
as  long  as  he  lived,  unless  guilty  of  some  flagrant  mis* 
conduct.  Now,  however,  Connecticut  is  beginning  to 
reap  the  fruit  of  this  ultra  democratic  provision;  and 
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bid^  &ir  to  have  all  her  institutions  completely  revo-^ 
lutioiuzed. 

In  Vermont,  there  is  still  greater  danger  of  an  midue 
dependence  of  the  judges  on  the  legislature ;  for  the]^ 
are  not  only  elected  annually^  but  the  constitution  adds, 
"and  qfteneTy  if  need  be.'*  An  annual  election  of  the 
judiciary  ought  to  satisfy  democracy  herself.  In  New- 
Jersey,  the  judges  of  the  superior  court  are  chosen  for 
8even>  and  of  the  inferior  court,  for  five  years.  By  the 
former  constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  the  judges  were 
appointed  for  six  years,  but  the  present  constitution  has 
had  the  wisdom  to  give  them  an  official  tenure  during 
good  behaviour.  In  Georgia,  the  judges  hold  their 
offices  only  diree,  in  Ohio,  seven  years.  It  is,  however, 
matter  of  gratulation,  that  the  judges  of  this  country 
are  independent,  as  to  official  tenure,  except  in  th6 
itates  of  Connecticut,  Rhode-Island,  Vermont,  New- 
Jersey,  Georgia,  and  Ohio. 

The  immutability  of  compensation,  except  as  to  in« 
crease,  is  essential  to  judicial  independence.     This  is 
secured  to  the  judges  in  the  constitutions  of  the.  United 
States,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  KentucW,  South  Garo* 
lina^  Georgia,  Ohio,  Louisiana,  and  Mississippi;  and 
indeed  in  every  constitution  made  since  the  establish- 
ment of  the  federal  government,  in  1789,  except  that 
of  Tennessee,  which  only  provides  *^that  the  judges 
of  the  superior  court  shall,  at  stated  timesy  receive  a 
coDipensation  for  their  services,  to  be  ascertained  hf 
law;"  a  provision,  which  places  the  judges  at  themqn^ 
of  the  legislature,  who,  by  giving  or  withholdii^  an 
adequate  compensation,  exercise  a  power  littlfe  short  a£ 
life  and  death,  according  to  the  doctrine  of  old  Shylock^ 
when  he  says,  "  You  do  take  my  life,  if  you  doidke  the 
means  by  which  I  live."      The  Tennessee  constitutibii 
has  also  another  singular  provision,  namely,  "  tliat  the 
judges  shall  not  charge  juries  with  respect  to  matters  6£ 
6ct,  but  may  state  the  testimony,  and, declare  the  law.^ 
This  seems  to  be  as  much  an  extreme,  one  way,  s^ 
liord  Mansfidd/3  doctrine  of  compelling  the  jury  nbt  to 
intetmed^e  with  the  kiw  Bt  all,  even  when  t^end^ng  Ja 
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general  verdict,  was  an  extreme  the  other  way.  At  all 
events,  the  jury  can  never  be  injured  by  an  able  and 
dispassionate  charge  of  an  enlightened  judge  upon  the 
facts  of  the  case,  more  especially  if  they  should  be  nu- 
merous and  complicated. 

In  New-Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  the  judges  are 

empowered  by  the  constitution  to  give  their  opinion  tc 

the  governor  and  council,  on  solemn  occasions,  and  tc 

the  legislature  on  points  of  law.     This  provision  is  oJ 

doublAil  policy;  for  it  seems  best  that  judges  should 

never  give  their  opinions  in  matters  of  law  except  fron: 

the  bench.     In  England,  indeed,  they  are  occasionall) 

called  upon  to  deliver  their  opinions  in  the  House  o 

Lords;  and  some  of  the  judges  are  themselves  legisla 

tors,  as  temporal  peers  in  parliament.     But  the  separa 

tion  of  the  great  departments  of  governmfent,  the  execu 

tivCy  legislative,  and  judicial,  is  not  so  accurately  an( 

extensively  established  in  Britain  as  it  ought  to  be.  And 

moreover,  the  occasional  blending  of  these  branches  to 

gether  is  not  so  dangerous  in  the  powerful  and  stabl 

government  of  a  constitutional  and  limited  monarchy  an« 

an  hereditary  aristocracy  as  amidst  the  perpetual  fluctu 

ations  of  an  elective  democracy,  where  the  only  sur 

bulwark  of  individual  liberty  is  to  be  found  in  the  pure 

tmstained  administration  of  justice  to  all  parties  in  ever 

question  of  property,  person,  and  character 

In  all  the  state  constitutions,  and  in  that  of  the  Umte 
States,  the  judges  are  removable  from  their  office  b 
impeachment.  In  New-Hampshire,  Massachusetb 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Louis 
ana,  and  Mississippi,  they  are  also  removable  by  tt 
jovemor,  on  an  address  of  the  legislature,  for  miscoi 
luct  not  sufficient  to  require  impeachment.  In  Nev 
Hampshire  and  Massachusetts  the  governor  and  coui 
cil  may  remove,  on  the  address  of  a  majority  of  bot 
houses ;  in  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Kentu< 
ky,  and  Mississippi,  on  the  address  of  two-thirds  of  bol 
houses;  in  Louisiana,  on  the  address  of  three-  fourths  • 
both  houses.  During  the  session  of  Congress,  in  1 8 1  &-! 
Mr.  Sandford^  a  senator  from  the  state  of  New-Yori 
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proposed  to  amend   the  constitutioit  of  the  United 
States^  by  making  the  federal  judges  removable  from  of- 
4[ice,  on  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  both  houses  of  Congress, 
ivith  the  consent  of  the  president.     This  alarming  inno- 
vation was  not  carried  into  effect.    Mr,  King,  senator 
from  New- York,  and  Mr.  Promentin,  senator  from  Lou- 
isiana, resisted  the  motion  with  great  ability  and  force, 
and  the  senate  negatived  it  by  an  overwhelming  majority. 
Such  a  provision  endangers  the  independence  of  the 
judges;  because,  when  party  spirit  runs  high,  it  would 
not  be  difficult  to  obtain  an  address  of  a  majority,  or  of 
two-thirds,  or  even  of  three-fourths  of  both  houses  of 
the  legislature  to  the  executive,  to  remove  from  office 
a  judge,  whose  chief  crime  might  be  the  belonging  to 
a  different  political  sect  from   that  embraced  by  the 
dominant  faction.     In  general,  the  impeachYnent  of  the 
judges  is  framed  by  the  Representatives,  and  tried  be- 
fore the  senate  or  council;  but  in  Maryland  they  may 
be  removed  for  misbehaviour,  on  conviction  in  a  court 
of  law.     In  Virginia,  the  impeachment  of  the  judges  of 
the  general  court  is  preferred  by  the  house  of  dele- 
gates, and  tried  by  the  court  of  appeals;  and  that  of 
the  judges  of  the  court  of  appeals  is  tried  by  the  judges 
of  the  supreme  court.     In  North  Carolina  an  impeach- 
ment of  the  judges  may  be  framed  by  the  assembly  or 
grand  jury,  and  tried  by  a  sp^ial  court  appointed  ^r 
the  purpose.  .^ 

The  American  judiciary,  both  state  and  federal, 
possesses  an  efficacy  unknown  to  the  courts  of  justice  in 
other  countries;  I  mean  the  power  of  bringing  the  va- 
lidity of  a  law,  .a  statute y  passed  by  the  legislature, 
whether  of  a  single  state  or  of  the  United  States,  to  the 
test  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  a  written  constitution.  h\ 
Europe  it  has  scarcely  ever  been  contemplated  to  place 
any  constitutional  limits  to  the  exercise  of  legislative 
authority.  In  England,  where  the  constitution  has  s&r 
parated  and  designated  the  executive,  legislative,  and 
judicial  departments  of  government,  with  greater  pre- 
cision than  any  other  nation  except  the  United  States, 
the  parUament  is  still  considered  paramount  and  abso^ 
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lute^ismd^say^  J)e  Lobaae,  **  can  do  every  thing  etcept 
make^  man  a  wpmanj  or  a  woman  a  man/'  And^  al* 
though  some  of  the  judges  have  declai^  that  a  statute, 
ipade  ag^unst  natural  equity,  was  void,  yet  it  is  goneraUy 
laid  down  as  a  fundamental  principle  of  Ekiglish  law, 
that  no  act  of  parliament  can  be  questioned  or  disputed; 
that,  in  no  case  whatever  can  a  judge  oppose  his  own 
opinion  and  authority  to  the  clear  will  ajMi  declaration 
of  the  legislature:  his  province  is  to  interpret  and  obey 
the  manaates  of  the  supreme  power  of  the  state.  Liet 
the  inconveniences  of  a  statute  be  what  they  may,  no 
judge,  or  bench  of  judges,  can  constitutionally  dispense 
with  them;  their  office  is  to  expound,  not  make  law; 
and,  during  the  last  hundred  and  fifty  years,  no  instance 
has  occurred  of  any  English  judge  declaring  igai  act  ef 
parliament  void,  on  account  of  its  being  unconstituti- 
o;?iaI,  or  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  reason  or  eqiii^, 
or  on  any  other  ground. 

But  ii>  the  United  States  the  people  have  established 
certain  rights  paramount  to  the  power  of  the  orditary 
legislature;  a  precaution  essential  to  security,  and  ne- 
cessary to  guard  against  the  occasional  triumph  and  vici- 
lence  of  payty,  in  a  government  altogether  popular,  elec- 
tive, and  representative.  Without  some  such  express 
provision  settled  in  the  original  compact,  as  set  forth  m 
the  written  constitution,  and  constantly  protected  by  the 
firmness  and  moderation  of  the  judicial  department,  -the 
equal  rights  of  the  minor  party  would  probably  be  often 
disregarded  in  the  conflicts  for  political  power,  and  be 
sacrificed  to  the  fury  of  a  vindictive  majority.  Noques- 
tion  can  be  made  in  these  United  States  but  that. all 
legislative  acts>  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  ccmsti^ 
tution,  ought  to  be  null  and  void.  The  only  inquiry  is^ 
if  the  legislature  itself  be  a  competent  judge  of  its. own 
constitutional  limits;  or  the  business  of  determining  the 
constitutionality  of  a  statute  be  the  fit  and  exclusive 
province  of  the  courts  of  justice? 

IS  the  legislature  be  left  the ,  unresponsible  judge  of 
.it5f  own  constitutional  barriers,  the  efliicacy  of  this  check 
^  lofti  fpr^  th^  kgisUtum  woidd  incline  to  narrow  dowa 
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-^^btm  away*  the  provisions  of  the  constitution^  from 
the  force  of  the  same  popular  passion,  or  some  consider^ 
ations  of  expediency,  which  would  lead  it  to  •overturn 
-ftivate  rights,  and  invade  the  security  of  private  pro- 
-j)6rty.     The  l^slative  will  would  then  be  the  supreme 
uticpntroUable  law,  as  much  with  as  without  these  con- 
fititutional  limits  and  safeguards.     Nor  would  th^  force 
of  public  opinion  (the  only  restraint  then  left)  be  much 
felt  or  regarded ;  for,  if  public  opinion  were  sufficient  to 
check  the  tendency  to  mischief  in  governments,  there 
would  be  no  need  of  original  limitations  and  constitur- 
tional  restraints.    But  all  experience  teaches,  that  when 
|)Owerful  political  rivalries  prevail  in  the  commonwealth, 
«m1  parlies  are  thoroughly  disciplined  and  highly  hostile, 
every  measure   of  the  legislative  majority,  however 
tyrannical  and  flagitious,  is  sure  to  receive  the  sanction 
<w  ^eir  ccmstituents  ;  and  every  step  of  the  minor  party 
wiil  be  equally  approved  of  by  their  adherents,  as  well 
as  indiscriminately  rejected,  misrepresented,  and  con-* 
demiled  by  the  voice  and  vote  of  the  prevailing  faction. 

The  oourts  of  justice,  therefore,  which  are  organized 
with  peculiar  advantages,  well  calculated  to  exempt 
them,  and  their  judicial  proceedings,  from  the  influence 
of  faction,  and  to  secure  a  steady  and  impartial  interpre- 
tation of  municipal  law,  are  the  most  proper  power 
among  all  the  departments  of  government  to  keep  the 
t^slature  within  the  limits  of  prescribed  duty,  and 
maintain  inviolate  the  authority  of  the  constitution.  It 
is  also  an  indisputable  maxim  in  American  politics,  that 
the  executive,  l^slative,  and  judicial  branches  should 
Iht,  as  far  as  possible,  kept  distinct  and  separate..  The 
legislature,  ought  not  to  exercise  the  powers  of  the  exe^ 
irutive  or  judiciary,  except  in  clearly  specified  cases.  An 
nnovation  upon  this  distribution  of  power  tends  directly 
f>  overturn  the  due  balance  of  government,  and  intro- 
ittce  an  unqualified  despotism.  But  the  exposition  of 
ihe  constitution  is  as  much  a  judicial  act,  and  requJKres 
lie  exercise  of  the  same  legal  discretion,  as  the  kiter* 
)retatlcm  of  a  law,  whether  statute  en*  common.  The 
sDorts  Oif  jofitke  «re^  indeed^  JKMLtnd  to  Tegard  the  owr 
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stitutioii  as  a  law  of  the  highest  nature—the  supreme^ 
law  of  the  land,  to  which  every  inferior  or  derivative 
legal  regulation  must  conform  and  be  obedient. 

The   constitution  comes  from  the  people  in  their 
character   of  plenary  sovereignty,  when  defining  the 

Ser    anent  conditions  of  the  social  alliance  between  the 
ifferent  states  of  the  Union ;  and,  therefore,  to  contend 
that  the  courts  of  justice  must  adhere  implicitly  to  1^»> 
lative  acts,  without  regarding  the  provisions  of  the  con- 
stitution, is  to  contend  that  the  power  of  the   agent 
exceeds  that  of  the  principal ;  and  that  the  will  of  only 
one  concurrent  and  co-ordinate  department  of  subord^ 
nate  authority  ought  to  control  the  fundamental  laws 
of  the  sovereign  people.     This  judicial  power  of  deter- 
mining the  constitutionality  of  statutes  is  necessary  to 
preserve  the  equilibrium  of  the  American  government; 
and  to  prevent  the  usurpations  of  any  one  department 
upon  the  powers  and  privileges  of  the  others.     And  of 
all  the  branches  of  government,  in  every  free  country, 
the  legislative  is  most  impetuous  and  powerful ;  whence 
the  necessity  of  arming  the  executive  with  a  negative, 
either  absolute  or  qualified,  upon  the  proceedings  of 
the  legislature.     See  some  very  ingenious  reasoning  in 
-Montesquieu's  Esprit  des  Loix,  and  a  still  abler  disquisi- 
tion in  the  Federalist,  on  the  necessary  practical  sepa- 
ration of  fhe  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  powers, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  judicial  power  is  the- 
weakest  of  the  three  ;  and,  as  it  is  equally  essential  to- 
the  well-being  of  the  commonwealth,  to  preserve  entire  ^ 
the  power  of  the  judiciary,  it  ought  not  to  be  left  ex- 
posed to  the  attacks  of  a  popular  legislature,  without: 
adequate  means  of  a  constitutional  defence. 

This  is  one  reason  why  the  judges  in  the  state  of 
New  York  are  constitutionally  associated  with  tbe^ 
governor  to  form  the  Council  of  Revision,  to  revise  alii 
bills  about  to  be  passed  into  laws  by  the  legislature  ^ 
and  this  singular  association,  giving  a  kind  of  legislatives 
power  to  the  judiciary,  renders  some  of  the  preceding 
observations  less  applicable  to  the  constitution  of  New^ 
York  than  to  that  of  any  other  free  government*    Ne— 
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Tertheless,  as  a  general  principle  of  political  economy, 
and  its  kindred  science^  municipal  jurisprudence^  it  will 
be  found  that  the  right  of  expounding  the  constitution, 
as  well  as  the  statute  law,  is  the  most  fit  and  effectual 
weapon  by  which  the  courts  of  justice  can  repel  all 
hostile  assaults,  and  guard  against  all  unconstitutional 
encroachments  upon  their  chartered  claims  and  rights. 
Nor  is  there  any  danger  that  the  establishment  of  this 
principle  should  exalt  the  judicial  above  the  legislative 
power ;  for  they  are  co-ordinate  branches  of  govern-^ 
ment,  and  equally  bound  by  the  constitution ;  and  if  the 
judges  should  substitute  caprice  and  arbitrary  will  for 
the  exercise  of  sober  discretion  and  rational  judgment, 
they  are  not  left,  like  the  legislature,  to  the  ineffectual 
control  of  public  opinion ;  but  are  liable,  by  an  express 
provision  of  the  constitution,  to  be  impeached  for  mis- 
conduct, and  tried  by  the  legislature ;  and,  if  convicted, 
removed  from  office. 

The  United  States,  and  the  separate  states  generally, 
acknowledge  this  power  to  reside  in  the  judiciary ;  but, 
on  the  29th  of  November,  1815,  the  Georgia  house  of 
representatives    passed   a   resolution   censuring  their 
state  judges  for  deciding  the  alleviating  law;  that  is,  a 
statute,  passed  by  the  Georgia  legislature,  prohibiting 
the  use  of  any  legal  means  for  the  recovery  of  debts,  to 
be  unconstitutional;  and  also  denying  to  the  judiciary 
the  right  of  giving  any  opinion  upon  the  constitution- 
ality of  legislative  acts.     This  resolution  is  sufficiently 
flagrant   and  illegal;  because  it  denies  to  a  separate 
and  co-ordinate  branch  of  government  a  constitutional 
right,  which  has  been  acquiesced  in,  and  acted  upon, 
by  the  United  States,  by  the  other  separate  states, 
and  by  Georgia  herself,   heretofore;  a  right  which, 
from  the  very  nature  of  our  republican  institutions,  ap. 
pertains  to  the  judiciary.     But  this  outrageous  resolu- 
tion scarcely  equals  the  usurping  conduct  of  the  Georgia 
senate,  upon  whose  table,  in  November,  1815,  was  lying 
a  bill  to  compel  the  judges  to  exhibit  to  the  legislature 
all  the  roles  of  their  courts ;  and  to  take  away  from  the 
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bar  and  judieiafy  the  right  of  establkhing  any  fvHi$  for 
their  own  ^vemment^  unl^s  they  have  ^t  teoehtd 
the  legislative  sanctiont 

Thitt  ifl^  at  one  stroke^  cutting  up  by  the  rdota  the 
constitutional  independence  of  the  judiciary^  aad .  rew^ 
dering  the  judgeq  mere  passive  instTun^ents  of  a»  arbi* 
trary  and  overbearing  fegislatune ;   which  ia^  in  fact^ 
establishing  the  most  dangeroua,  because  the  moiit  uns* 
responsible  of  all  tyrannies.    A  single  despot  niay  be 
resisted^  called  to  account^  and  puni^had ;  but  ^  muhi- 
tudinous  despotism^  composed  of  a  n^anerous  body  of 
popular  representatives^  elected  only  for  a  short  seato% 
may,  at  any  tune,  crush  the  liberties,  and  trample  om 
all  the  political  rights  of  the  community,  without  coa^ 
trol,  and  without  punishment     Several  of  the  leading 
memb^^  of  the  Georgia  legislature  pledged  themselves 
never  to  cease  their  exertions  until  the  omnipotence  of 
the  legislature  was  acknowledged ;  and  they  abo  eoBr 
tended  that  the  constitution,  whether  state  or  fisdehJ, 
is  not  law,  but  merely  the  will  of  the  pe<^e ;  which 
can  only  be  known  by  the  voice,  resc^ution,  and  vdte  of 
its    constitutional  organ — the  legislative  AtssenMy-ri^ 
which  is^  therefore,  paramount  in  power  and  authoritr 
tb  eveiy  other  department  of  government 

Xhe  judiciary  of  Georgia  are  sufficiently  dependent 

by  the  tenure  of  their  office,  without  any  legislative 

eflacroachments  upon  their  rights  and  privil^es ;  fer 

they  are  elected  only  for  three  years,  and  are  cemovaUc 

by  the  governor,  on  the  address  of  two^thirds  of  boA 

bouses.     Now  judges,  who  know  that  Hmr  re^electioa 

to  office  hinges  upon  the  will  and  pleasttre  of  their 

6lect(M*s,  at  so  short  a  distance,  canatot  feel  themselves 

independent,  and  at  libaiy  to  act  without  r^ard  to 

the  c^imons  of  those  who  may,  or  not,  at  their  owa 

dkcretioii,  rcrappoint  them  to  office ;  and  the  judges 

are  equally  at  tihe  mercy  of  the  legiskture,  when  two^ 

thirds  cf  tb^  members  can,  by  their  mere  addi^ss  to  the 

executive,  vemove  them  from  office.     It  is  vain,  under 

Mob  eircuaistanoes,  >to  .expeet  aa  in^artial  admiiUEttta* 


tion  iofijti^ice«  It  is. to  be  hdped  that  thi«  encroachmeat 
upon  the  constitutionii  righto  of  the  judiciary  will  not 
be  imiiated  by  any  other  state  in  the  Union. 

Tlii^  question  a&  to  tl^e  power  of  trjHing  the  validity, 
of  statates^  by  the  provisions  of  tine  constitution^  and 
^  treatiBs  with  foreign  powers,  being  lodged  in  tha 
hanids  p£the  judiciaiy^  could  not  well  arise  jt^or  to  tha 
xevohitiony  because  the  American  colonies  were  partly 
governed  1^  British  statotes,  the  constitutionality  of 
which  the  English  jtidges.  themselves  were  not  suffered 
to  esMmod ;  knd  consequently,  ajhrtioriy  no  such  au- 
thority would  have  been  tolerated   in   the  American 
^jidicidary.     Nor  were  the  colonial  legislatures  likely  to 
yermit  their  judges  to  determine  the  validity  of  statutes 
eoacted  by  them.     After  the  revolution,  this  power, 
al&oueh  not  given  in  express  words  to  the  judiciary,  was 
claimed  as  necessarily  arising  out  of  the  existence  of  a 
woritten  constitution,  the  eitposition  of  which,  like  that 
<^  any  other  law,  can  be  safely  entrusted  only  to  the 
^oxuptg'af  ju3tice.    It  would  be  destructive  of  all  popular 
hherty^  to  pcormit  the  executive,  both  to  explain  and 
execute  <^  law ;  nor  would  it  be  less  perilous  to  allow 
th^  l6g}4ature  to  expound  as  well  as  make  laws. 

The  federal  judiciary  decide    upon  the  validity  of 

acts  0^  ^Congress,  state  constitutions,  and  state  statutes^ 

by  the  provisions   of   the  constitution,   and  foreign 

treaties  ^  but  have  ho  power  to  determine  the  validr^ 

of  stttte  statutes,  b^  the  provisions  of  state  constitu<- 

ttdik^-;  ^that  power  belonging  exclusively  to  the  state 

judiciary^;  who  likiewise  possess  tiie  right  of  trying  th^ 

Valid^  of  state  statutes  and  state  constitutions,  and 

acts  c^<C!ongpess,  by  the  provisions  of  foreign  treaties, 

and^of  the  federal  constitution.     It  is  fair  to  infer,  that 

nofc^ythb^retich  and  Dutch  judiciary  have  power  to  try 

thie  le^lity  of  th^  acts  of  their  respective  legislatures, 

because  France  and  the  United  Netherlands  have  each 

a  Wriftefi  i^bnstitutioh- ;  whereas  in  England  the  judges 

liave  no  sUch  powier,  precisely  because  in  that  countiy 

thiere  is  no  written  constitution,  by  the  letter  and  spint 
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of  whose  provisions  the  validity  of  acts  of  parliament 
mi^  be  examined  and  determined. 

It  is  important  that  such  a  power  should  be  lodged 
in  the  judiciaryof  every  country ;  because^  although  the 
common  law  possesses  the  peculiar  faculty  of  adapting 
itself  to  the  growth  of  the  community,  and  of  amending 
itself,  in  consequence  of  erroneous  decisions  being  over 
ruled  by  subsequent  judges,  or  by  the  same  judges 
when  better  advised ;  yet,  a  statute^  if  unrepealed,  an 
if  the  statute  book  be  never  revised,  makes  an  inte 
and  permanent  part  of  the  municipal  law;  and  th 
experience  of  all  history  shows,  that  statutes  are  some 
times  passed  amidst  the  heat  and  fury,  the  fire  .an< 
smoke  of  party  violence  and  wrong ;  whence  the  nece 
sity  of  that  two-fold  guard,  which  so  happily,  exists  i 
our  state   of  New- York ;  namely,    the  power  of  th 
judiciary  to   try  the  legality  of  each  statute,  by  th< 
provisions  of  the  constitution ;  and  the  occasional  revi 
sion  of  the  statute  book,  in  order  to  expunge  tlios< 
legislative  acts,  which  the  progress  of  time  (the  greatest::^^^ 
of  all  innovators,  as  Lord  Bacon  calls  him)  the  change^s^" 
of  circumstances,  and  the  growth  of  the  community^ 
might  have  rendered  either  obsolete,  or  impracticable^ 
or  pernicious. 

The  federal  constitution  provides,  that  full  faith  an^ 
credit  shall  be  given  in  each  state  to  the  public  acts^^ 
records,  and  judicial' proceedings  of  every  other  state  ;^ 
and  congress  may,  by  pen^l  laws,  prescribe  the  manner^ 
in  which  such  acts,  records,  and  proceedings  shall  bc^ 
proved,  and  the  effect  thereof.  This  provision  of  thc^ 
constitution  has  been  seconded  by  an  act  of  Congress^ 
declaring,  that  the  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  o 
each  state,  shall  have  such  faith  and  credit  given  U^ 
them  in  every  court  within  ttie  United  States,  as  they 
have  by  law  or  usage  in  the  courts  of  the  state  whence 
these  records  are  taken. 

This  provision  of  the  federal  constitution  probably 
was  intended  gradually  to  reduce  to  one  wholesome 
level  of  agreement  the  laws  and  judicial  decisions  of 
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thersei^eral  states  of  the  union;  in  like  manner  as  the 
law  decisions  of  the  different  courts  in  England  have 
been  brought  to  agree^  in  all  great  legal  and  equitable 
principles^  by  the  long-continued,  and  well-directed  ef- 
lorts  of  able,  enlightened,  and  upright  judges.  ^^  La 
diversity  des  loix  civiles  (say  the  distinguished  jurists, 
who  compiled  the  Napoleon  Code,)  est,  comme  la  di- 
versity de  religion,  ou  de  langage,  une  barriere,  qui  rend 
Strangers,  Fun  k  Fautre,  les  peuples  les  plus  voisins,  et 
qui  les  empAche  de  multiplier  entr  eux  des  transac- 
tions de  tout  genre,  et  de  concourir  ainsi  mutuellement 
a  Taccroissement  de  leur  prosperity."  Indeed,  nothing 
tends  so  directly  to  establish  the  whole  community  in 
social  order,  prosperity,  and  strength,  as  the  prevalence 
of  harmony  and  imiformity,  in  the  judicial  decisions  of 
the  different  courts  of  justice  throughout  the  country. 
Such  a  uniformity  in  the  decisions  of  our  courts,  both 
state  and  federal,  would  prove  the  surest  and  firmest 
cement  of  a  durable  political  union  in  the  American 
confederacy  i. 

The  law  decisions  of  the  different  English  courts 
used  to  clash  with  each  other,  until  the  publication  of 
the  various  modemreporters  gradually  brought  the  legal 
judgments  of  the  King's  Bench,  Common  Pleas,  and 
Exchequer,  to  a  salutary  uniformity;  which  greatly 
augments,  the  peace  and  security  both  of  person  and 
property;  and  consequently  greatly  increases  the  na-^ 
tiona/ prosperity  and  strength  of  the  whole  British  peo- 
le.  Those  persons  who  have  diligently  studied  the 
w  of  England,  as  the  foundation  of  American  law, 
throughout  all  the  states,  know  that  for  more  than  a 
century  past,  indeed  ever  since  the  complete  establish- 
ment of  the  revolution,  towards  the  close  of  the  seven- 
teenth century,  a  constant,  deliberate,  and  upright  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  founded  upon  the  most  rational 
principles,  has  prevailed  in  the  different  courts  of  the 
British  empire. 

If  this  provision  of  the  constitution  was  intended  to 
promote  a  uniformity  of  laws  and  judicial  decisions 
throughout  the  United  States,  it  has  7wt  succeeded;  for 
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there  are  actually  no  less  than  three  difTerenl:  Ij^l; 
trines  afloat  in  the  different  states^  upon  this  single  con 
stitutional  clause;  in  some  states  a  m^er  judgment^  tha 
is,  a  judgment  rendered  in  one  of  the  sister  state?  of  tin 
vnion  is  held  to  be  of  no  more  validity  than  aJbreigriK^^ 
jodgment,  that  is,  a  judgment  rendered  in  any  state,  o 
country,  unconnected  with  our  American  confederacy? 
ibr  example,  France  or  England;  in  other  states,  a  sis- 
ter judgment  is  held  equal  to  a  (fome^ft'c  judgment,  tfaat^ 
is,  a  judgment  rendered  in  the  state,  taking  cognizances  ^^< 
of  the  sister  judgment;  in  other  states  again,  a  sistens^^i 
judgment  is  considered  as  a  kind  of  tertium  quid^  as  not^'^^^t 
quite  so  high  as  a  domestic,  nor  quite  so  low  as  a  ' 
judgment. 

Indeed,  the  discrepancy  between  the  laws  of  our  dif^ 
ferent  states  produces  serious  evil,  by  retarding  an< 
perverting  the  course  of  justice.     For  example^  in  som 
of  the  states  an  attachment  law  prevails,  ,under  which 
person,  absent  from  the  state,  may  have  a  judgmen 
rendered  against  him,  that  shall  bind  all  his  prop 
an  over  the  world,  without  any  personal  notice  \mn 
given  to  him,  or  any  opportunity  afforded  for  hiiu  to  d 
fend  the  suit;  which  is  a  mode  of  proceeding  cont 
to  the  first  principles  of  justice.    This  attachmeiri: 
is  in  fiill  force  throughout  all  the  New-England 
many  of  the  southern  and  western  states,  while  th 
middle  states  hold  it  in  abhorrence,  as  contrary  to 
principles  df  the  common  law,  and  endeavour  to  deffeat^^ 
Its  efficacy  in  their  own  tribunals.     The  laws  in  flicP 
southern  and  western  districts  of  the  union  are  gene-- 
rally  very  lax,  and  favour  the  debtor  at  the  expense 
the  creditor.     Nor  are  they  very  scrupulous  in-enfbr- 
cing  contracts.     During  the  last  winter,  a  gentleman  o:^ 
the  city  of  New-York,  intending  to  remove  into  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  bargained  with  a  servant,  to  pay  his- 
expenses  of  travelling  thither,  and  a  certain  rate. of* 
wages  for  one  year,  the  servant,  on  his  part,  contraact- 
ing  to  remain  with   and  serve  his  master  faithfully 
during  that  period.     On  their  arrival  in  Kentucky,  tha 
iervant  refused  to  live  any  longer  with  his  master,  be- 
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-  caiise  he  could  do  better  for  himself.    The  master  ap« 

1  plies,  to' the  law  for  redress^    and  a  Kentucky  juty 

(which  is^  in  truth,  the  judge^  both  of  law  and  fact) 

dSssolves  the  contract,  on  the  ground  that  the  servant 

^was  not  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  western 

country  when  he  made  the  bargain.     The  master  was 

•%vitbout  redress,  and,  in  addition  to  losing  all  the  motiej 

expended  in  conveying  his  servant  a  journey  of  nearly 

one  thousand  miles,  he  was  saddled  with  the  costs 

^f  the  suit  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 

justice. 

By  parity  of  jreasoning,  a  contract  made  in  Lotidon  or 
Paris  ought  not  to  be  enforced  in  New- York,  because 
the  contracting  party  did  not  know  the  nature  of  New- 
York  when  he  made  the  contract.  Such  a  loose  and 
vitious  administration  of  municipal  law  argues  and  in- 
creases a  very  lax  state  of  public  morals  and  of  public 
feeling  in  regard  to  the  eternal  distinctions  between 
right  and  wrong. 

A  crime  committed  in  one  state  is  not  punishable  in 
another;  for  example,  if  a  man  steals  a  horse,  or  kills 
liis  neiglibour,  m  the  city  of  New-York,  and  crosses 
the  ferry  into  the  state  of  New-Jersey,  he  may  escape 
punishment  altogether,  for  the  New-Jersey  law  takes 
no  cognizance  of  a  crime  committed  in  the  state  of 
New-York,  and  the  New- York  law  has  no  jurisdiction 
in  the  state  of  New-Jersey.  Under  such  circumstances^ 
the  only  chance  of  punishing  the  culprit  lies  in  a  pro^ 
vision  of  the  federal  constitution,  which  gives  the  citi- 
zens of  each  state  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
lutizens  in  the  several  states ;  and  declares  that  a  per- 
son charged  in  any  state  with  treason,  felony,  or  other 
crime,  who  flies  from  justice,  and  is  found  in  another 
state,  shall,  on  demand  of  the  executive  authority  of 
the  .stateAvhence  he  fled,  be  delivered  up  to  be  removed 
to  the  state  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime. 

But  so  little  eflicacy  has  this  constitutional  provision 
in  preventing  the  commission  of  crime,  that  it  is  the 
ttommon  practice  of  our  citizens  to  pass  from  one  state 
into  Anotmr  for  the  purpose  of  fighting  a  duel ;  which . 
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done^  the  surviving  parties  retorh  to  the  state  which 
.  they  had  expressly  1^  in  order  to  commit  a  breadi  of 
the  laws^  aim  deride  all  notion  of  punishment.  In  the 
lapse  of  little  more  than  one  year,  the  late  General  Ha* 
milton  and  his  eldest  son  both  crossed  over  the  Hudson, 
to  be  killed  on  the  New-Jersey  shore,  and  their  surviving 
antagonists  have  never  been  called  to  any  legal  account 
-for  destroying  two  of  the  brightest  ornaments  and 
^surest  bulwarks  of  the  nation.  ^^  Thus  Abner  died  as 
a  fool  dieth;*'  and  the  peerless  Hamilton  has  added  his 
name  to  swell  the  long  and  bloody  muster-roll  of  those 
who  have  fallen  victims  at  the  shrine  of  the  worst  rem- 
mukt  of  gothic  barbarity  and  feudal  homicide.  The 
(Christian  requires  no  arguments  to  be  urged  against  the 
prevailing  practice  of  fashionable  murder;  for  the 
Christian  knows  that  man  has  no  right,  either  to  seek 
his  fellow's  life,  or  to  throw  a\i^ay  his  own  (except  at 
jhis  country's  call),  but  that  he  is  accountable  dike  for 
his  own  and  his  brotlier  s  blood  to  the  God  of  the  spirits 
6f  all  flesh. 

But  to  that  portion  of  the  community,  which  is  not 
|lu£Bcient]y  under  the  control  of  religious  feeding,  this  is  a 
jtub^ct  of  deepest  import.     In  the  United  States,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  population,  more  duels  are  annually 
fought  than  in  any  other  nominally  Christian  country; 
|ind  of  these  duels  a  greater  number  is  fatal,  owing  to 
the  superior  practice  and  skill,  and  the  more  deliberate 
deadly  coolness  with  which  the  Americans  aim  at  each 
other  s  life.     How  many  families  are,  at  this  moment, 
sorrowing,  in  hopeless  misery,  over  the  loss  of  a  father, 
or  a  husband,  or  a  brother,  or  a  son,  who  either  has  been, 
or  who  might  have  become^  not  only  the  prop  and  sup- 
port of  his  kindred  house,  but  die  defence  and  glory  of 
his  admiring  country ;  who  might  have  led  her  armies 
to  victory,  or  shaken  her  senate  with  the  thunders  of  his 
eloquence,  or  have  built  her  up  into  a  high  and  palmy 
state  of  national  honour  and  strength,  by  the  wisdom  of 
his  counsel!  If  the  laws  are  ineffectual,  and  the  guar- 
dians of  those  laws  slumber  on  their  post  of  duly,  it  is 
high  time  for  the  moral  force  pf  the  country  to  ta«  pat 
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a  requisition ;  for  the  men  of  talents^  character^  pro* 
lerty^  and  influence  in  the  community  to  unite  their 
^rts^  to  stand  in  the  gap  between  the  dead  and  the 
iving,  to  stay  the  plague,  and  bid  the  destroying  angel 
lepart  from  our  reformed  land  for  ever. 
.  j[t  is  all-important  for  the  permanent  security,  repose, 
md  prosperous  condition  of  the  United  States,  that  the 
idmmistration  of  justice,  both  civil  and  criminal,  should 
le  uniform  and  certain  throughout  the  whole  Union. 
[>oubtles8,  the  multiplication  of  our  state  reporters  will^ 
n  process  of  time,  exercise  a  very  salutary  influence  in 
producing  this  desirable  uniformity  in  the  law  decisions 
sf  the  difierent  state  courts.     But  a  scrupulous  con- 
So^rmity  to  that  clause  of  the  constitution,  which  de- 
clares, '^  that  full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  to  the 
public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  each 
state  in  any  other  state/*  would  more  certahily  and 
more   speedily  produce  this  great  effect;    since  the 
habit  of  receiving  the  judicial   proceedings   of  each 
state  in  every  other  state,   as   equally  binding  with 
those  of  its  own,  would  sopn  induce  the  different  state 
courts  to  assimilate  their  law  opinions,  principles,  and 
decisions  with  each  other,  as  the  legitimate  effect  of 
such  constant  and  friendly  intercourse.     Whereas,  by 
treating  the  judgments  of  sister  states  merely  as  fo- 
reign judgments,  they   necessarily  tend  to  recede  as 
far  from  any  amicable  assimilation  with  them  as  with 
the  decisions  of  foreign  courts.     But  nothing  would 
so  directly  conduce  to  consolidate  the  strength,  and 
prolong   the   duration  of  the  American  Union,   as   a 
uniformity  in  the  legal  provisions  of  the  constitutions^ 
statutes,   and  common  law  judgments  of  the  several 
states  composing  that  Union.     Such  a  course  of  pro- 
ceeding would,  in  the  lapse  of  time,  enable  America  to 
exhibit  a  more  complete  digest  of  municipal  jurispru- 
dence than  the  world  has  yet  seen  ;  because  she  has  ail 
opportunity  of  borrowing  from  the  two  great  systems  of 
.legal  civilization,  the  civil  and  the  common  law,  what- 
.  ever  is  best  calculated  to  promote  and  protect  the  spirit 
of  her  own  popular  institutions,  and  to  combine  with 
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what  she  thus  borrows  the  lights  of  her  own  various 
and  progressive  experience  in  the  different  departmentf 
of  human  society,  poHtical^  commercial,  and  scientific. 
This  is  the  more  important  to  strive  after,  because  the 
science  of  legislation  is  yet,  of  necessity,  crude  and  im- 
perfect in  this  young  and  growing  republic,  owing  to 
the  want  of  long-continued  political  experience,  and  the 
extreme  facility  and  latitude  of  empirical  experiments 
upon  the  body  politic,  which  the  supreme  sovereignty 
of  so  many  separate  independent  republican  states  af- 
fords and  encourages. 

And  it  is  full  time  that  the  people  of  this  country 
should  learn  the  necessity  of  ballasting  the  speculative 
projects  of  the  sanguine,  the  credulous,  the  precipitate 
political  innovator,  with  the  cautious  deliberation,  the 
practical  wisdom  of  the  experienced,  forecasting  states^ 
man,  of  the  profound  and  enlightened  judge.  Then, 
indeed,  might  the  whole  federal  Union  be  melted 
down  into  one  living  body  of  national  peace,  security, 
permanent  prosperity,  and  power,  by  the  gradual  diffu- 
sion of  a  uniform  system  of  municipal  law  over  all  the 
different  confederated  state  sovereignties.  It  would 
not  then  be  easy,  even  for  the  hydra-headed  monster 
faction  herself,  to  disentangle  the  warp  and  the  woo 
which  might  be  interwoven,  thrdad  upon  thread, 
throughout  all  the  texture  of  society. 

The  federal  constitution  provides,  that  no  person 
held,  to  labour  or  service  in  one  state,  under  its  laws, 
escaping  into  another,  shall,  in  consequence  of  any  law 
or  regulation  of  that  other  state,  be  discharged  from 
such  service  or  labour,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on 
claim  of  the  party  to  whom  such  service  or  labour  may 
be  due.  This  provision  enables  the  master  of  a  run- 
away slave  to  claim  him,  even  in  a  state,  the  municipal 
law  of  which  has  abolished  or  prohibited  slavery,  be- 
•  cause  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,  to  which  all  state  laws  must 
yield.  Otherwise  such  fugitive  slaves  would  be  pro- 
tected, because  in  all  penal  or  criminal  matters,  munici- 
|>al  law  permits  no  interference  on  tlie  pait  of  loeai  law^ 
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^md  the  lex  loci  not  operating,  even  in  civil  cases,  as  on 
^lersonal  contracts,  whenever  its  operation  would  clash 
"with  or  contradict  the  provisions  of  municipal  law. 
Ohio,  who  has  prohibited  the  existence  of  slavery  by 
Jier  constitution,  borders  on  all  sides  upon  slave-holding 
-states,  from  which  runaway  slaves  often  escape  into 
Jher  dominion ;  and  her  reluctance,  not  to  say  absolute 
refusal,  to  give  up  such  fugitives  to  their  owners,  has 
^recently  occasioned  considerable  heat  and  animosity  be- 
tween her  and  her  neighbour  Kentucky,  who  possesses  a 
large  body  of  slaves  within  her  territory,  and  shows  no 
inclination  to  diminish  their  number. 

The  constitution  also  provides,  that  new  states  may 
Jje  admitted  by  Congress  into  the  Union ;  but  no  new 
state  formed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  state, 
nor  any  state  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more 
states,  without  the  consent  of  the  legislatures  of  the 
states  concerned  as  well  as  of  Congress.  Congress  has 
power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regu- 
lations respecting  the  territory,  or  other  property  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States;  and  nothing  in  the  constitu- 
tion shall  be  so  construed  as  to  produce  any  claims,  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  state.  The 
United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  state  in  the 
XJnion  a  republican  form  of  government,  and  protect 
each  of  them  against  invasion;  and  on  application  of 
the  legislature,  or  of  the  executive  when  the  legisla- 
ture cannot  be  convened,  against  dotnestic  violefnce. 
Congress,  whenever  two-thirds  of  bcfth  house!^^ji|iiall 
deem  it  necessary,  shall  propose  amendments  to  tl|uii  con- 
stitution; or  on  the  application  of  the  legiskra^  of 
two^thirds  of  the  several  states,  shall  call  *  jG^^trehtion 
for  proposing  amendments ;.  which  ^  in.  eit^r^^ie  shall 
be  valid,  as  part  of  the  constitution,  v^ddfpffi  by 
the  legislatures  of  three-fourths  of  .th^scvl^H^  states, 
or  by  conventions  in  three-fourths  of  t£i^.^^1^t^s  as  one, 
or  other  mode  of  ratification  may  beiprojpoJwwEI^ 
gress;  provided,  that  no  amendment inaidl^^;^^fi  to  the 
year  1818  shall  affect  the  provisions  V^sgedftiiqg^e  mi- 
gration, or  importation  of  persons;int;6^  of^ufijom;  the 

.* 
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several  states^  and  the  imposition  of  capitation^  or  oth^ 
direct  taxes;  and  provided,  that  no  state,  withoat  its 
consent,  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suffirage  in  the 
senate. 

All  debts  contracted,  and  engagements  entered  into 
before  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  shall  be  valid 
against  the  United  States,  under  the  constitution,  as 
under  the  confederation.  The  constitution,  and  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  made  in  pursuance  thereof, 
and  all  treaties  made  under  the  authority  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  the  siqnreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the 
judges  in  every  state  bound  thereby,  any  thing  in  the 
constitution  or  laws  of  any  state  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. The  senators  and  representatives  in 
Congress,  and  the  members  of  the  several  states. legis- 
latures, and  all  executive  and  judicial  officers,  both  of 
the  United  and  the  several  states,  shall  be  bound  by 
oath,  or  affirmation,  to  support  the  constitution;  but  no 
religious  test  shall  ever  be  required  as  a  qualification  to 
any  office,  or  pubUc  trust, under  the  United  States. 

The  amendments  already  made  to  the  constitution 
are,  that  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an 
establishment  of  religion ;  or  prohibiting  the  free  exer- 
cise thereof;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of 
the  press,  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  as* 
semble  and  petition  government  for  a  redress  of  griev- 
ances. A  well  regulated  miUtia  being  necessary  to  the 
security  of  a  free  state,  the  right  of  the  people  to  ke^ 
and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed.  No  soldier  shall 
in  time  of  peace  be  quartered  in  any  house  without  the 
consent  of  the  owner;  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  man- 
ner to  be  prescribed  by  law.  The  right  of  the  people 
to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects, 
against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be 
violated ;  and  no  warrants  shall  issue,  b^t  upon  proba- 
ble cause,  supported  by  oath,  or  affirmation,  land  parti-^ 
cularly  describing  the  place  to  be  searched,  and  the  per- 
sons or  things  to  be  seized.  No  one  shall  be  held  to 
answer  for  a  capita,  or  otherwise  infamous  crime,  unlest 
on  a  presentment,  or  indictment  of  a  grand  juiy ;  ex« 
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(Mt  in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naral  forces,  or  mi* 
litll^  when  in  actual  service^  in  time  of  war  or  pnbUo 
danger ;  nor  shall  any  one  be  subject  for  the  same  o& 
fence  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb;  ndr 
shall  be  compelled  in  any  criminal  case  to  be  witness 
against  himscdf,  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty^  or  pro^ 
perty,  without  due  process  of  law ;  nor  shall  private 
pcoperty  be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just  compel^ 
sation. 

In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  h»ve  a 
i%ht  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jtHPy^* 
of  the  state  and  district  wherein  the  crime  was  eoili-' 
milted  (which  district  shall  have  been  previously  aSi* 
oertained  by  law),  and  be  informed  of  the:  nature  and 
cause  of  the  accusation,be  conironted  with  the  witnesses 
against  him^  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  wi*^ 
neases  in  his  favour,  and  have  the  assistance  of  counsel 
far  his  defence.  In  suits  at  common  law,  where  the 
value  in  controversy  exceeds  twenty  dollars,  the  right 
of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  preserved;  and  no  fact  tried  by 
juy  shall  be  otherwise  re-examined  in  any  court  of  the 
United  States,  than  according  to  the  rules  of  the  com- 
mon law.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  ex- 
cessive fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  unusual  punishment 
inflicted.  The  enumeration  in  the  constitution  of  cer- 
tain rights  shall  not  be  construed  to  deny  or  disparage 
cydiers  retained  by  the  people.  The  powers  not  delega- 
te to  the  United  States  by  the  constitution,  nor  prohi- 
bited by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the  states  res- 
paetively,  or  to  the  people.  The  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any 
suit  in  law  or  equity,  commenced  or  prosecuted  ag4rimt 
me  of  the  United  States,  by  citizens  of  another  state, 
Mr  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  foreign  state.  The 
electors  shall  name  in  their  ballots  the  person  voted  for 
If  President,  and  indistinct  ballots  the  person  voted  for 
IS  Vice-President;  but  no  person.  Constitutional  ineli- 
pUe  to  the  ofiice  of  President,  shall  be  elijgible  to  that 
>f  Vice-President  of  the  United  States^ 
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-  It  is  a  veiy  important  provision,  which  prescribes  th« 
mode  of  proposing  and  carrying  into  effect  future 
amendments  to  the  constitution,  without  hazarding  a  dis- 
solution of  the  confederacy,  or  suspending  the  opera- 
tion of  the  existing  government.  Accordingly,  twelv€l 
additional  articles  were  appended,  as  amendments  to 
the  constitution,  within  a  few  years  after  it  first  went 
into  operation ;  and,  in  the  year  1 804,  the  amendment 
respecting  the  election  of  President  and  Vice-President 
was  added.  The  amendment  may  be  effected  either  on 
it  i«Q€xmmei3idation  from  Congress  whenever  two-thirds 
of  both  houses  concur  in  the  expediency  of  such  amea^ 
sure;  or  by  a  mode  which  secures  to  the  separate 
iltates  an  influence,  in  case  Congress  should*  neglect  to 
tecommend.  such  amendments.  Both  these  modes  ap- 
pear to  be  gck>d:  of  the  efiicaGy  of  the  first  the  nation 
nas.had  full  experience,  in  the  amendments  already 
made.  The  second  seems  a  fit  mode,  whenever  the 
general  government  shall  betray  such  symptoms  of  cor^ 
ruption  as  to  render  it  expedient  for  the  several  states 
to  exert  themselves,  in  order  to  apply  some  radical  and 
effectual  remedy. 

It  is  not  easy  to  bestow  too  much  praise  upon  thfe 
fcrticle  of  the  constitution,  which  thus  provides  a  safe 
and  peaceable  remedy  for  its  own  defects,  as  they  may, 
from  time  to  tim^  be  discovered.  A  change  of  govem- 
pient,  in  nther  countries,  is  generally  attended  with  con- 
vulsions that  menace  its  entire  dissolution,  and  portend 
scenes  of  horror  and  bloodshed  that  deter  mankind  from 
attenipting  to  correct  abuses,  or  remove  oppressions, 
until  they  have  become  altogether  intolerable — when  a 
national  explosion  ensues  that  buries  all  the .  orders  of 
the  state  beneath  its  ruins.  Nor  need  it  be  apprehend- 
ed that  this  salutary  provision  in  the  federal  constitu- 
tion will,  of  itself,  produce  instability  in  the  general 
government ;  for  the  mode,  both  of  originating  and 
ratifying  amendments  directed  by  the  constitution,  must 
necessarily  be  attended  with  such  obstacles  and  delays, 
mK.  must  prove  a  sufficient  bar  against  light  or  frequen% 
innovations. 
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Several  amendments  have  been  proposed  by  th*. 
States  of  Virginia,  New-York,  North  Carohna,  Massa- 
jchusetts,  New-Hampshire,  Rhode-Island,  and  South 
Carolina,  at  different  times,  in  convention :  they  are  all 
^Uected  in  the  3d,  4th,  7th,  and  8th  volumes  of  the 
American  Museum.  Some  of  them  appear  to  hava 
been  offered  only  ex  abundanti  cautetd,  as  security 
against  misconstruction,  or  an  undue  extension  of  the 
powers  vested  in  the  federal  government ;  while  others 
seem  to  have  been  calculated  to  remedy  some  radical  de- 
fects in  the  national  system.  Two  other  unsuccessful 
efforts  to  amend  the  constitution  have  been  made  sinca 
the  publication  of  the  American  Museum ;  namely,  one 
on  the  1 2th  of  April,  1 808,  submitted  by  Mr.  Hillhouse, 
a  respectable  senator  in  Congress  from  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut, to  the  senate  of  the  United  States.  His  propo- 
sitions were  many,  and  the  speech  enforcing  them  inge- 
nious and  acute.  The  chief  amendment  proposed  was, 
in  fact,  a  virtual  abolition  of  the  executive,  as  a  separata 
branch  of  the  American  government,  by  reducing  the 
Presidents  term  of  service  from  four  years  to  one,  by 
lowering  his  salary,  by  transferring  from  him  to  the 
senate  the  power  of  appointing  to  and  removing  from 
office ;  and  by  annually  choosing  by  ballot  the  execu- 
tive from  a  given  number  of  senators. 

Mr.  Hillhouse  contended  that  many  advantages  would 
flow  to  the  United  States  from  this  proposed  alteration  in 
the  form  and  substance  of  their  government.  But,  with- 
out minutely  considering  the  various  fallacies  of  this 
4cheme,  it  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that  the  mere  circum- 
stance of  blending  together  the  executive  and  legislative 
departments  would  entail  innumerable  evils  upon  Ame- 
rica, and  speedily  erect  an  unmitigated  despotism  upon 
the  ruins  of  the  republic.  Th^  practical  as  well  as 
theoretic  division  of  powers  in  a  government  into  the 
three  distinct  departments  of  executive,  legislative,  and 
judicial,  being  the  comer-stone  of  social  liberty,  and  an 
orderly,  upright  administration  of  the  commonwealth* 
Mr.  Ilillhouse's  plan  of  amendment  was  rejected  in  th«- 
fienaiJI^f  the  United  States  by  a  large  majority* 
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/  On  the  1 5th  of  Decembep,  1 8 1 4^  a  convention  of  de- 
legates from  the  states  of  Massachusetts^  Connecticut, 
and  Rhode-Island^  the  counties  of  Cheshire  and  Grafton, 
in  the  state  of  New-Hampshire,  and  the  county  of 
Windham,  in  the  state  of  Vermont,  met  at  Hartford,  ia 
Connecticut,  to  propose  amendments  to  the  constitution. 
In  order  to  accomplish  which,  they  published  a  general 
view  of  the  measures  that  they  deemed  essential  to  se- 
cure the  Union  against  the  recurrence  of  those  difficul** 
ties  and  dangers  which  they  thought  arose  from  the  rar 
dical  defect  of  the  constitution  itself,  aided  by  an  unwise 
and  impolitic   administration  of  the  general  &:ovem-> 
ment.     The  amendments  proposed  wer^-JSr/  Th^ 
representatives  and  direct  taxes  should  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  states  included  within  the  Union,  ac^ 
cording  to  their  respective  numbers  oifree  persons,  in-? 
eluding  those  bound  to  serve  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  and  all  other  person^.  «S^ 
eondly.  No  new  state  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Uni(m 
by  Congress,  without  the  coneurrence  of  two-thirds  of 
both  houses.     Thirdly.  Congress  shall  not  have  power 
to  lay  any  embargo  on  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  in  the  portjj  and  harbours 
thereof,  for  more  than  sixty  days.  Fourthly.    Congress 
shall  not  have  power,  without  the  concurrence  of  two;- 
thirds  of  both  houses,  to  interdict  the  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and  any  foreign  na- 
tion, or  its  dependencies.     Fifthly*  Congress  shall  not 
make  or  declare  war,  or  authorize  acts  of  hostility 
against  any  foreign  nation,  without  the  concurrence  of 
two-thirds  of  both  houses,  except  such  acts  of  hostility 
b«  in  defence  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  when 
actually  invaded.    Sixthly.  No  person,  who  shall  here- 
after be  naturalized,  shall  be  eligible  as  a  member  of 
the  Senate  or  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  nor  capable  of  holding  any  civil  office  under  the* 
authority  of  the  United  States.     Seventhly.  The  same 
peisim  shall  not  be  elected  President  of  the  United 
CRtates  a  second  time;  nor  shall  the  President  be  dected 
two  terms  in  succession  from  the  same  state,     f^r. 
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These  resolutions  were  forwarded  by  the  Hartford 
!divention  to  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states  in 
he  Union,  by  a  majority  of  which  they  were  rejected  j 
nd^  by  those  of  New- York  and  Virginia,  assailed  with 
U  the  bitterness  of  reproach. 

The  Federalist^  doubtless,  is  equal  to  any  work,  an- 
ient or  modem,  in  political  philosophy,  judicial  wisdom, 
lid  profound,  perspicuous,  comprehensive  reasoning  3 
vt  It  plays  the  pail  of  an  advocate  for  the  constitution 
f  the  Unite4  States,  whose  excellences  it  blazons  forth 
rith  matchless  ability,  but  whose  radical  defects  it  cau- 
bnsly  conceals  from  public  view.  The  proof  of  this  lies 
K  the  fact,  that  General  Hamilton,  the  principal  writer 
I  this  work,  has  left,  in  his  own  hand-writing,  the 
ranght  of  a  constitution  far  more  efficient  than  that 
hich  he  praises  so  elaborately  and  ably,  under  the  sig- 
ftture  of  Publius.  The  truth  is,  all  the  tendencies  to 
eakness  and  disunion,  in  the  frame  and  texture  of  the 
merican  governments  were,  from  the  beginning,  mani- 
ist  to  his  sagacity  and  genius.  He  had  long  observed 
iat  in  the  revolutionary  war,  the  independence  of  his 
luntry  was  perpetually  endangered  by  the  imbecility 
F  its  government ;  and  that  for  some  years  after  the 
itablishment  of  peace,  in  17^3,  the  loss  of  reputation, 
tid  the  sacrifice  of  its  best  interests,  flowed  from  the 
Line  source.  He  laboured,  therefore,  to  erect  a  govem- 
lent  of  suflScient  force  and  energy  to  protect  and  guide 
B  own  people  at  home,  and  secure  reverence  and  ho- 
our  in  the  eyes  of  foreign  nations.  And,  in  the  gene- 
il  convention  of  1787?  he  pressed,  with  all  the  weight 
f  his  stupendous  talents,  the  necessity  of  adopting  a 
lore  efficient  form  of  government,  as  will  fiilly  appear 
F  ever  his  most  able  and  eloquent  speech  on  that  00- 
asibn  shall  be  published.  He  drew  the  following 
outline  of  a  plan  of  government  for  the  United  States, 
»  hetter  calculated  than  the  present  constitution  to 
combine  national  strength  with  popular  liberty. 

UrsL  The  supreme  legislative  power  oi  the  IJnitad 
kates  of  America  to  be  vested  in  two  diffident  bodies 
»f  mfn ;  on«  to  bi  called  th»  Assembly,  the  oth«r  the 
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Senate ;  xvho,  together,  shall  form  the  legislature  of  the 
United  States,  with  power  to  pass  all  laws  whatsoever, 
ftubject  to  the  negative  hereafter  mentioned.  Secondly. 
The  Assembly  to  consist  of  persons  elected  by  the  peo- 
ple to  serve  for  three  years.  Thirdly.  The  Senate  to, 
consist  of  persons  elected  to  serve  during  good  behaviour ; 
their  election  to  be  made  by  electors  chosen  for  that 
purpose  by  the  people ;  the  states  to  be  divided  into 
election  districts.  On  the  death,  removal,  or  resigna- 
tion of  any  senator,  his  place  to  be  filled  out  of  the  dis- 
trict whence  he  came. 

fourthly.     The  supreme  executive  authority  of  the 
United  States  to  be  vested  in  a  governor,  elected  during 
^food  behaviour^  by  electors  chosen  by  the  people  in  the 
election  districts ;  the  governor  to  have  a  negative  upon 
all  laws  about  to  be  passed,  and  the  execution  of  all 
laws  passed ;  to  have  the  direction  of  war,  when  au- 
thorized or  begun ;  to  have,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
$cnt  of  the  Senate,  the  power  of  making  all  treaties ;  to 
have  the  sole  appointment  of  the  heads  or  chief  crfficers 
of  finance  and  foreign  aifairs ;  to  have  the  nomination 
of  all  other  officers,  including  ambassadors  to  foreign 
nations,  but  subject  to  the  approbation  or  rejection  of 
the  Senate;  to  have  the  power  of  pardoning  all  offences 
except  treason,  which  he  shall  not  pardon  without  the 
approbation  of  the  Senate.     I^thly.  On  the  death,  re- 
signation, or  removal  of  the  Governor,  his  authorities 
and  functions  to  be  exercised  by^  the  president  of  the 
Senate,  until  a  successor  be  appointed.     Sixthly.    The 
Senate  to  have  the  sole  power  to  declare  war ;  the 
power  to  advise  and  approve  all  treaties ;  to  approve 
or  reject  all  appointments  of  officers,  except  the  heads 
or  chiefs  of  the  departments  of  finance,  war,  and  foreign 
afiairs. 

Seventhly.  The  supreme  judicial  authority  of  the 
United  States  to  be  vested  in  judges,  to  hold  their  office 
during  good  behaviour ^  with  adequate  and  permanent  sa- 
laries ;  the  court  to  have  origt'na/ jurisdiction  in  all  cases 
of  capture;  and  an  appellate  jurisdiction  in  all  causes,  in 
which  the  revenues  of  the  general  government  or  the 
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citizens  of  foreign  nations  are  concerned.     Elghfhlif. 
The  legislature  of  the  United  States  to  have  power  to 
institute  courts  in  e  ach  state  for  the  determination  of 
all  matters  of  general  concern.    Ninthly.  The  governor, 
senators,   and  all  officers  of  the  United  States,  to  be 
liable  to  impeachment  for  mal  and  corrupt  conduct; 
and  on  conviction,  to  be  removed  from  office,  and  dis-r 
qualified  from  holding  any  place  of  trust  or  profit.     All 
impeachments  to  be  tried  by  a  court,  consisting  of  the 
chief  justice  or  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  law  of 
^ach  state,  provided  such  judge  hold  his  place  during 
good  behaviour,  and  have  a  permanent  salary.  Tenthlj/. 
AH  laws  of  the  particular  states,  contrary  to  the  con- 
stitution, or  laws  of  the  United  States,  to  be  void ;  and 
the  better  to  prevent  such  laws  from  being  passed,  the 
governor,    or  president  of  each  state,    shall   be  ap- 
pointed by  the  general  government ;  and  shall  have  f^ 
negative  upon  the  laws  about  to  be  passed  in  his  state. 
Eleventhly,  No  state  to  have  any  force,  land  or  naval; 
and  the  militia  to  be  under  the  sole  and  exclusive  di* 
rection  of  the  United  States ;  who  shall  appoint  and 
commission  the  militia  officers. 

The  chief  points  in  which  General  Hamilton's  scheme 
differs  from  the  present  federal  constitution  are,  the 
superior  permanency  of  the  senate,  the  longer  duration 
and  greater  power  of  the  executive,  and  the  more 
extensive  control  of  the  general  government  over  th<^ 
separate  states.  But  although  General  Washington  ap- 
proved of  these  provisions,  as  calculated  to  protect  the 
country  from  disorder  and  anarchy  within,  and  from 
-impotence  and  contempt  abroad,  yet  he  would  not  ven- 
ture to  recommend  so  efficient  a  measure  to  the  dele- 
gates assembled  together  in  the  national  convention ; 
and  quoted  the  well-known  saying  of  Solon,  who,  on 
being  asked  if  he  had  framed  the  best  possible  laws  for 
the  Athenians  ?  answered,  "  Noy  but  the  best  laws, 
which  the  people  of  Athens,  in  their  present  temper 
and  situation,  will  bear." 

The  distinguishing  features  of  all  the  American  con^ 
stitutions,  as   thejjr  now  stand,  are,  that  they  make 
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every  office  electivcy  as  contradistinguished  from  the 
hereditary  tenures  prevailing  in  monarchical  and  aris^ 
tocratic  forms  of  government ;  and  also^  that  while  they 
provide  amply  for  the  protection  of  personal  liberty,  and 
the  property  of  individuals^  which  is,  indeed,  the  only 
sure  foundation  of  all  good  government,  they  don^ 
sufficiently  attend  to  promoting  the  two  other  great  re- 
quisites of  good  govaiiment ;  namely,  putting  a  strong 
and  permanent  disposeable  force  into  the  hands  of  the 
executive ;  and  developing  the  national  mind  on  a  great 
scale,  by  instituting  and  encouraging  large  and  liberal 
systems  of  general  instruction.  In  most  other  ooon- 
tries,  the  government  is  all,  and  the  people  nothing ;  in 
the  United  States,  the  people  are  sill,  and  the  govern- 
ment nothing.  The  same  general  principle  applies  to 
all  paper  constitutions,  which  applies  to  all  statute  law ; 
namely,  that  so  perpetual  is  the  fluctuation  of  human 
affairs,  so  various  the  modifications  of  which  property 
is  susceptible,  so  boundless  the  diversity  of  relations, 
which  may  arise  in  civil  life,  so  infinite  the  possible  com- 
binations of  events  and  circumstances,  that  they  elude 
the  power  of  enumeration,  and  mock  all  the  e^^rts  of 
human  foresight.  Whence,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  wise 
and  good  government  to  abstain  from  too  great  a  rage 
for  multiplying  statutes,  and  from  too  much  minatenes? 
in  specifying  the  particular  powers  of  the  municipal  de- 
partments. It  is  best,  under  the  responsibility  of  im- 
peachment  for  mal-conduct,  to  leave  to  the  powers  of 
government,  more  especially  the  executive^  a  sufficiently 
undefined  latitude  of  authority,  to  enable  them  to  adapt 
the  necessary  national  measures  to  those  exigencies 
which  are  continually  arising ;  but  which  no  p^per  con- 
stitution can  possibly  provide  for,  or  foresee. 

Having  gone  through  a  summary  of  the  provisions  oi 
the  United  States  constitution,  it  is  proposed  now  Jf> 
offer  some  general  observations  on  the  radical,  the  in- 
trinsic weaknes-s  of  the  federal  government;  the  neces- 
sity of  gradually  strengthening  it,  more  especially  i» 
its  executive  branch  ;  and,  above  all,  the  necessity  of  a 
vigorous  administration  of  the  general  govemm^it  upoo 
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•federal  principles,  that  is  to  say,  the  principles  on  which 
the  constitution  itself  was  founded   and  constructed. 
This  was'^oae.  by  General  Washington,  throughout  the 
whole  course  of  his  administration;    and  Mr.  Adams 
appeared  to  begin  his  presidential  career  in  the  same 
track ;  but,  towards  its  close,  his  policy  assumed  an 
aspect  peculiarly  strange  and  wayward,  visionary  and 
£mtastic,  turbulent  and  unsettled.     Mr.  Jefferson  and 
Mr.Maclison  at^ni^e^y  administered  the  general  govem- 
.ment  altogether  upon  the  democratic  scheme,  and  set 
themselves  stoutly  to  the  task  of  undoing  all  that  Wash- 
ington had  done ;  namely,  disbanding  the  regular  army, 
destroying  the  national  army,  annihilating  the  internal 
revenue,  ruining  the  commerce  of  the  country,  breaking 
up  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  many  other  phi- 
iosophical  improvements  in  the  art  of  misgoverning  the 
commonwealth.    Those  who  profess  to  be  the  intimate 
friends  of  Mr.  Monroe,  and  to  be  acquainted  with  his 
sentiments;  are  labouring  strenuously  to  cause  the  Ame- 
rican people  to  believe  that  our  new  President  intends 
to  follow  the  good  old  federal  plan  of  General  Wash- 
ington, and  watch  over  the   finances,  encourage  the 
commerce,  nourish  the  navy,  protect  the  army,  cherish 
the  liberty,  prosperity,  strength,  and  happiness  of  the 
nation  at  home,  and  secure  its  respect  and  infkience 
abroad;  that  the  miserable  party  distinctions  of  Fe- 
deralist and  Democrat  are  to  be  for  ever  abolished,  and 
a  political  millennium  to  be  established  throughout  the 
XJnion. 

It  is  the  more  to  be  lamented,  that  the  federal  go- 
yemment  should  have  been  ever  administered  on  demo- 
cratic  principles,  because  it  is,  in  its  essential  conform- 
ation, too  weak  at  once  to  balance  the  weight  of  the 
separate  state  sovereignties,  to  maintain  its  own  steady 
dominion  over  all  the  portions  of  its  immense  Union, 
and  to  build  up  the  nation  at  large,  by  certain  steps, 
into  a  paramount  power,  influencing  and  controlling  the 
greater  potentates  of  the  elder  quarters  of  the  globe. 
The  great  statesmen  (led  by  Washington  himself^  and 
illumined  by  the  transcendent  genius  of  Hamilton)  who 
framed  the  federal  constitution^  earnestly  deprecated 
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tliic  notion  of  its  being  considered  or  conducted  as  a  dt 
jnocracj/.  And  many  very  elaborate  and  able  argu 
mcnts,  founded  on  a  careful  induction  from  facts  re-- 
corded  in  history,  and  resting  on  the  basis  of  the  mos" 
.  approved  principles  of  political  philosophy,  were  ad— - 
duced  to  prove  that  the  general  govemmeat  of  th^^  -« 
United  States  is  7iot  a  democracy,  but  that  care  hm  ■  il 
been  taken  by  the  General  Convention^  which  met  a:=- 
Philadelphia,  in  the  year  1787?  ^^  infuse,  as  much  ar. 
existing  circumstances  would  allow,  of  the  wisdom  anf 
enei^  of  aristocracy,  to  temper  and  restrain  the  tur- 
bulence, the  fluctuation,  and  the  weakness  of  unba-. 
lanced  democracy,  which  they  emphatically  d 
to  be  the  greatest  misfortune  tliat  could  be  inflicted  oj 
any  country. 

These  illustrious  sages  and  practical  politicians  knei 
full  well,  that  an  uncontrolled  democracy  had  destroyec^^^^ 
Athens,  and  Carthage,  and  Rome,  and  the  Italian 

Publics  of  the  middle  ages,  and  the  United  Provinces 
lolland :    to  which  melancholy  muster-roU  of  perdi- 
tion may  now  be  added  the  dominion  of  revokitionarj^==^ 
France.     They,  therefore,  feared  that  the  prevalence 
an  unchecked  democracy  throughout  the  United 
would  consign  to  destruction  the  liberties,  the  wealth, 
the  honour,  the  character,  the  happiness,  the  religioi 
the  morals,  the  whole  august  fabric  of  public  prosperitj^  "^ 
and  private  worth,  which  have^  at  some  auspicious 
riods  of  their  history,  so  peculiarly  distinguished  th( 
national  career  of  the  confederated  states  of  America.  ^ 

It  is  the  bounden  duty  of  \ht  people  of  every 
country  to  watch  over  and  preserve  their  own  libertie^^ 
ty  keeping  the  decl  arations  and  measures  of  tlieir  rulcn^' 
within  the  bounds  of  delegated  dominion,  prescribed  bjT^ 
the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  national  constitution.. 
And  it  is  equally  the  duty  of  the  government  of  everjf" 
free  country  to  guard  against  all  encroachments  upoiE^ 
the  liberties  of  the  people ;  to  encourage  the  equal  ani 
impartial  administration  of  justice ;  to  promote  the  best 
interests  of  learning ;  to  foster  the  arts  and  sciences ;  to 
quicken  the  activity  of  agriculture,  manufactures,  and 
conuu^roei  and  f^very  spe^iet  of  productive  industry  9xA 
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•kill ;  to  reverence  and  aid  the  prepress  of  pure  religion 
and  sound  morals,  in  all  the  various  denominations  of 
religious  belief,  and  throughout  all  the  classes  of  the 
community;  in  a  -word,  to  labour  imremittingly  to  ren* 
der  the  people  prosperous  and  happy  at  home,  respect- 
ed, feared,  and  courted  abroad. 

In  order,  to  accomplish  these  great  purposes,  it  is 
one,  anjong  many,  of  the  indispensable  duties  of  the 
ipvemment  to  exclude  diljhreigners  from  ^Lay  political 
iaterference  or  influence  m  the  afiairs  of  the  nation. 
They  should  be  protected  equally  witn  the  natives  in 
all  the  pursuits  of  private  industry  and  enterprise,  but 
should  never  be  permitted  to  lay  their  unhallowed  hands 
upon  the  ark  of  the  national  government;  to  invade  the 
recesses  of  the  exe(^utive  cabinet;  to  violate  the  sanctity 
pf  the  teipple  of  legislation^  or  to  polute  the  ermine  of 
justice  in  the  tribunals  of  the  country.     All  men,  unless 
they  are  unsound  at  the  heart's  core,  cling  with  fond 
attachment  to  the  land  that  gave  them  birth,  to  its  hills, 
and  dales,  and  woods ;  to  its  people,  government,  and 
laws;  to  all  the  associations,  physical  and  moral,  that 
exercise  the  strongest  dominion  over  the  human  mind. 
All  such  associations,  prejudices,  apd  predilections,  every 
honest  foreigner  necessarily  caiTies  with  him  into  Ame* 
rican  office ;  into  the  service  of  a  country,  whose  social 
institutions,  taken  altogether,  have  no  parallel  in  the 
history  of  the  world.     If  a  foreigner  does  not  love  his 
own  native  country,  does  not  desire  her  well-being  and 
prosperity,  what  kind  of  heart  has  he?     Can  a  tinaitor 
at  home  be  faithful  abroad?     Can  one,  who  aims  the 
assassin's  knife  at  the  vitals  of  his  own  parent  country, 
be  fitted  to  uphold  the  great  national  interests  of  a 
stranger  land?      Are  unnatural  hatred,   dastardly  re- 
venge, and  cannibal  malignity,  to  be  mistaken  for  lofty 
patriotism,  comprehejisive  wisdom,  and  unbletiched  in* 
tegrity? 

It  is  indeed  mere  madness  and  political  suicide,  in  ani/ 
and  in  every  country,  to  suffer  Jbreigners  to  have  a  poli- 
tical vote;  to  permit  them  to  elect  or  be  elected  to  any 
<^ce  in  the  state^.  from  that  of  the  chief  executive  of 
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-the  whole  ¥mtioft  db^lh  to  idie  lowest  miYiiBterial  officer 
%i  the  obscurest  ^l^let  ^  an  obscwe  district.     It  is 
^tdie  enotf gh  that  st  ferei^g^r  be  protected  in  his  person^ 
"his  ^roJ>erty,  hfe  i^utatio^i,  his  iridtvid^  eflbrts  m  his 
'caHing,  by  th^  equtd  aidininistratioti  of  justice  dealt  out 
to  him  in  common  with  all  the  other  mhabitants  of  the 
'tottl^fvtii^fy.   But  eVeiy  country  ofoght  to  ^  €J3c&i«?ei^ 
'governed  by  its  '6wn  native  talent  and  property,     in 
eveiy  nation  th?it  arrogates  to  itself  the  pro^  preroga^ 
•tive  of  being  an  independent  substantive  power,  its  own 
Hdlive  wart*iors  should  lesid  their  armies;  its  own  native 
hef  oei  should  'bear  their  naval  thunders  over  every  sea; 
'its  6^vj\'native  statesmen  should  guide  the  councils,  re^ 
^late  the  finances,  administer  the  government  of  their 
country;    its  own  native  judges  should  dispense  the 
'streams  t)f  law,  justice,  and  equity  throughout  all  the 
-fend;  thit  the  peopje,  growing  up  under  the  shelter  of 
the  talent,  property,  and  character  of  their  natural  guar- 
dians, may,  through  a  long  series  of  years,  advance  in 
prosperity,  intelligence,  wealth,  and  power,  until  Aef 
*  become  the  bulwark  and  ornament  of  a  surrounding 
world.     Let  America,  in  the  day  of  her  exaltation,  ro- 
' member  tlie  adviee  of  Rome's  best  poet: 

''Taregcn;  hnperip  popii1t)S,  Hofnofne^  fnrmento; 
liae  tibi  crant  artts ;  padsque  (npoiiere  Morem, 
Psrcete  mbjeclis,  eldcbellare  superbos." 

General  Washington  administered  the  government  of 
the  United  States  with  a  practical  efficiency  and  wis- 
dom peculiarly  calculated  to  render  the  country  pros- 
perous at  home,  and  respected  abroad.  Owing  ^  vt- 
rious  untoward  causes,  the  chief  ofwhich,  however, ^ss 
.  the  ^jfttire  infefficacy  of  the  old  confederation  ^'  ihe 
st&tesy  this  country  was  in  the  most  deplomble^niendi- 
tion  when  President  Washington  first  took  upon^-hiiD- 
self  tlie  administration  of  the  federal  igovemmeatj  i^ 
^the  year  1 789.  The  whole  nation 'Stood  upon  the  vsfge 
of  dissolntion;  all  the  ^national  imovements  tat  Aeiae 
were  foil  x)f  disorder  ai^  cc»i£usi(m,  and  abroad 'f^^^ 
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weal^essand  foUy;  the  finances  y^eve  <}ilapidated;  the, 
commence  annihilated;  the  mauufactures  sinking;.; .  the 
agriculture  depressed;  an  internal  faction  availed- itself 
of  and  increased  every  domestic  tumult  and  distress^  ifi 
order  to  lay  prostrate  all  the  wholesome  restraints  of 
legitimate  government  and  effective  laws;  the  great  body 
of  the  people  themselves  were  rushing  headlong  into 
revolt  and  instruction  against  all  the. lawful. authorities^ 
both  state  and  continental. 

Are  not  the  knowledge  and  remembrance  of  all  these 
evils  so  many  additional  incitements  to  cling  to  a^idpi^o- 
tect  the  federal  uniwi? — that  mighty  remedy  which 
was  found*  for  the  healing  of  all  these  national  disorders 
'^^  that  federal  union  which  gave  form  and  pressure,  a 
body  and  a  soul,  life,  health,  and  spirit,  strength,  beau* 
ty,  and  power,  to  the  disjointed,  perishing  members  of 
these  United  States — that  federal  union  which,  if  pre- 
served, cherished,  and  progressively  strengthened^  can- 
aot  fail  to  build  up  the  whole  extent  of  this  vast  conti- 
jtient  into  imperial  magnificence,  wealth,  and  power;— 
INTotecting,  exalting  all  its  own  citiz^is  anfl  subject); 
and  commanditig  the  respect  of  all  other. nations;— /Ao^ 
federal  union,  which,  if  once  dissolved^  ensures  the 
breaking  up  of  the  foundations  of  civil  order,  p^ce,  and 
safety)  over  all  the  range  of  this  extensive  territory;  en- 
.^ure*  a  perpetuity  of  the  anarchy,  civil  war,  carnage^ 
j^nd  desola,tion,  that  in  the  elder  ages  of  the  world  de- 
formed the  fair  face  of  the  Grecian  commonwealths; 
"  and  which,  in  a  more  recent  period,  fa/stened  upon  all 
the  Gei;manic  empire,  and  on  nearly  the  whole  circum- 
ference of  continental  Europe,  an  entire  century  of  lin- 
interrupt^  hostilities,  with  all  tb?ir  train  of  attendant 
horrors  and  unavoidable  anguish. 

From  the  innumerable  evils  of  its  condition,  this 
oounjbry  waa  at  that  time  preserved  by  the  federal  con- 
«titutipn,  administered  by  the  integrity  and  discretion  of 
Washington;  borne  onward,  and  guided  by  the  para- 
mpwt  dominion  of  the  genius  of  Hamilton. 

liies^greatjvrac^ica/ statesmen  combined  the  personal 
.liberty  and  security  of  the  individual  citizqa  \yith  an 

p  2 


213       StRBKGTHENIMG  OF  THE  FSDSEAL  UKIOHi 

efiective  administration  of  the  national  government? 
with  an  apt  disposition  of  the  public  force;  with  the 
levying,  disdpline,  and  obedience  of  a  regular  army; 
the  creation  and  support  of  an  heroic  navy;  the  coUee* 
tion  of  a  productive  and  well-distributed  internal  reve- 
nue; the  production  aiid  encouragement  of  religious 
ordinances  and  moral  duties ;  the  multiplicaticm  of  the 
means  of  acquiring,  preserving,  and  enjoying  property; 
the  general  diffusion  of  peace  and  order,  of  civil  and 
locial  habits,  manners,  and  properties,  throughout  the 
United  States. 

These  heroes  and  sages  saw  that  no  man  has  any 
legitimate  qualification  tor  office,  except  the  possession 
of  integrity,  talents,  and  knowledge,  both  speculative 
and  practical;  that  wherever  these  qualifications  are 
found,  in  whatever  age,  or  calling,  or  condition  of  life, 
they  ought  to  be  the  unquestionable  passports  to  all  the 
offices  of  public  honour,  trust,  and  profit; — that  every 
nation  must  be  perilously  situated,  which,  either  through 
ignorance,  or  through  the  madness  of  party  rage,  shuts 
the  gates  of  public  service  against  its  citizens  who  are 
most  illustrious  in  wisdom,  venerable  in  virtue,  and  re- 
spectable in  wealth;  which  condemns  for  ever  to  the 
shades  of  retirement  and  privacy  that  weight  and 
energy  of  character,  so  peculiarly  fitted  to  establish, 
and  diffiise  over  all  the  earth,  their  country's  strength 
and  glory;  which  industriously  places  the  helm  of  go- 
vernment in  the  hands  of  men  of  low  education,  of  illi- 
beral habits,  of  narrow  views,  of  sordid  occupations,  of 
visionary  brains,  of  cold,  unfeeling,  selfish  hearts  and 
dispositions. 

These  lights  and  beacons  of  their  age  knew  that  by 
the  fetal  facility  of  changing  the  form  and  aspect,  the 
body  and  substance  of  the  national  policy,  as  often,  as 
much,  and  in  as  many  ways  as  might  seem  expedient  to 
the  floating  fancies  of  moon- struck,  miserable  politicians, 
the  whole  chain  and  continuity  of  the  state  must  be  for 
ever  broken; — all  the  golden  links  of  civilized  existence, 
which  bind  together  the  succeeding  generations  of  the 
human  race,  must  be  torn  asimder  for  ever,  and  the 
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tges  of  men  be  no  more  than  the  swarms  of  flies  on  a 
summer^s  day ;— »no  more  than  the  fleeting  family  oif 
leaves  that  is  scattered  along  the  sky  by  the  violence  of 
the  autumnal  blaft. 

These  great  architects  of  their  country's  honour 
showed,  by  the  whole  series  of  their  pubUc  conduct, 
how  vastly  preferable  is  that  j^rac^Jco/ administration  of 
government  which  builds  up  to  that  theoretic  pohcy 
which  destroys  a  coimtry ;  that  which  adorns  to  that 
which  deforms  a  nation ;  that  which  enriches  to  that 
which  impoverishes  a  people;  that  which  whitens  every 
sea  with  the  commercial  canvass  to  that  which  drains  the 
streams,  and  dries  up  the  sources  of  trade ;  that  which 
sends  forth  a  navy,  full  freighted  with  Columbia's 
glory,  to  that  which  dismantles  all  the  ships  of  war, 
and  consigns  their  keels  to  the  dry  docks  of  destruc* 
tion;  that  which  estabUshes  a  permanent  system  o;f 
jBnance,  by  a  well-arranged  internal  taxation,  to  that 
which  rests  all  the  revenue  of  a  nation  npcfa  the  preca- 
rious basis  of  duties  on  foreign  commerce. 

*^  Foriunaii  jimbo^  si  quid  mea  pagina  p9i$itj 
Nulla  dies  nnquam  roemori  tos  eximet  sf  o/* 

Aqd  let  it  be  remembered,  as  an  additional  incite- 
ment for  all  honest  men  to  rampire  the  Union  round 
about  with  their  bodies,  as  with  a  Uving  wall,  and  guard 
it  from  danger,  that  calamitous  as  was  me  state  of  ^ngs 
in  this  coimtry,  imder  the  crazy  auspices  of  the  old  con^ 
Jederationj  the  condition  of  the  American  people  would 
be  infinitely  more  calamitous,  if  ih^  federal  union  were 
now  to  be  dissevered  ;  and  this  vast  continent,  with  its 
recently  added  dominion  in  the  west,  were  to  be  split 
up,  and  shattered  into  numerous  unconnected  puny  so* 
vereignties,  which  could  not  fail  to  become  the  foul  and 
fiuitnil  sources  of  innuimerable  intestine  broils.  Better, 
iar  better  would  it  be  for  these  United  States  to  endure 
an  afitire  century  of  foreign  war;  or  to  labour  fifty  years 

■  .    in    'l        .   .  '  — '        "  '       ^    ,    '     ' 

^  Wulilngton  and  Hamilton. 


^rider  ttie  •  hiiMenf  6{  d^rrieitic  maladyhinistrationy  than 
lyaeterin^  the- federal  Unioh  into  a 'multitude  <tf»pettf 
piinrfp^fctiesj'to  enlaiil  upon  all  the  extent  of  the  north- 
ern continent  of  America  the  pre^lfaaoe  <^f  foreign 
'famous, 'Prrtich,  Russian^  and  British, 'pert>etU9dly  in- 
.teffering  With,  and  cohftmnding  all  their  'rnrne  fliove- 
-mtots  and  measrures ;  and,  abov^  all,  to  *  tneure  ^a  'per- 
petuity  6f^ feudal  anarchy  and  brigandage;  dfca^telbted 
•Yeddfl ;  '6f  piartisan  warfare ;  of  hereditary  hostility  ;  <ff 
-arbitrary  incarceration ;  of  inquisitorial  torment ;  of  mfi- 
'Jitaty-exeeution ;  of  private  assassination ;  of  public  pil- 
'iage ;  of  unitersal  oppression,  and  ^11  the  calamities  i»- 

*  oident  to-  afflicted  humanity,  yfhenforee  and  fraud  asfe 

•  the  arbiters-  eff  right  and  wro«g. 

'It  is  a7«ef^hich  should  nererb^  forgotten,  that  the 
•Ifeited  States,  during  the  period  of  eight  yeavs^  under 
^the  guManee  ^f  'fwaihingtmCs  administration^   were 
-flftsediromtheflowest  point  of  national  depressiim,  pe- 
nury^ and^sgrace^  to  an  exalted  eminenee  of  ^  national 
elevation,  riches,  w^  honour.    Th&jM^/ic  credit,  which 
had  be^  annihilated,  was  revived ;  private  confidence, 
which  had  been  extinguished,  was  renewed;  commerce, 
which  had  long  languished  in  indolence  and  despair, 
spread  its  active-  enterprise  over  the  whole  globe ;  the 
'^ifhAUondl  debt,  T^hi(;h  had  been  considered  aslfcar^ever 
speng^,  tuftd  the  public  creditors,  in  consequence,  de* 
'£railddd,  was  funded,  and  in  the  full  course  of  liquida- 
tion ;  a  well-i^u$teki  and  a  growing  internal  revenue 
-was  colleeted,  without  pressing  upon,  and  impeding  the 
-progress  of  productive  labour ;  industry,: sobriety,  good 
order,  n^eral  decency,  and  weahh,  were  substituted  inrtbe 
room  of  idleness,  intemperan€e,tUHRilt,  profligacy,  and 
poverty;  peace-  was  established  and  maintained^ effects- 
irHy  aiMl  l^incerely,  with  alL  tile  woribd ;  ita^e  talents  and 
virtue  were  soughtfor,'brought  forward,  and  raised; into 
'  high  oflSeial  authority  and  trust ;  the  national  ihonour 
and  influence  were-  sustained  .at 'home,  by  a  strict  admi- 
nistration of  justice,  dealt  out  impartially  to  ^very  mdi- 
vidual  in  the  oommunily,  and  the  national  dignity  was 
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upheld  abroad^  by  the  capacity^  wisdom,  and  qourage  of 
its  diplomatic  representatives  in  foreign  courts. 

America  presented  to  the  eyes  of  all  other  nations  a 
spectacle  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  h^ma^n  spe* 
cies ;  an  ii^aiit  republic,  the  growth  of  yesterday,  out- 
stripping countries  white  with  the  hoar  of  unnumbered 
ages^  in  population,  wealth,  and  powers  in  arts  an^ 
arms ;  in  reputation,  authority,  and  influence  \  aud  thq 
elder  sovereigns  of  Europe,  the  great,  rival,  primary^ 
contending  powers,  vied  with  each  other  in  professiqus  o^ 
esteem^  in  proffers  of  friendship,  in  the  wooiugs  of  al- 
liance to  the  newrbom  dynasty  of  this  western  world. 

All  these  wonderful  achievements  of  national  gooc|<f 
were  the  results  of  only  eight  years  of  a  wise  and  prqc^ 
tical  administration  of  the  federal  government. 

It  is  the  more  necessary  to  lay  the  foundations  of  go- 
vernment broad  and  deep,  since  every  new  government 
is  of  necessity  weak,  precisely,  because  it  is  new.  Ge^ 
neral  Hamilton  was  so  well  aware  of  t|us  impprt^nt 
truth,  that  he  laidl)efore  tlue  general  convention y  as 
stated  in  the  preceding  pages,  in  the  year  1787,  a  mucb| 
stronger  scheme  of  government  than  the  federal  cqmtU 
tution,  which  was  ultimately  adopted.  3ut  Washing- 
ton s  prudence  or  timidity  prevailed  over  the  intrepid 
sagacity  of  Hamilton;  and  the  present  federal  constitu- 
tion was  established.  The  rejection  of  Hamilton  s  plan, 
and  the  adoption  of  a  feebler  frame  of  national  govern-* 
ment,  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  because,  every  new 
government  founded  on  principles  of  personal  and  social 
liberty,  must  be  feeble ;  and  stand  in  need  of  a  very 
firm  and  vigorous  administration ;  until  time  has  Vf^^^ 
jdered  its  authority  venerable,  and  fortified  its  power  by 
giyi^g  it  an  opportunity  of  growing  up,  and  mingling 
wijth  the  feelings  a^id  liabits  of  the  people. 

7Jii^  sinipk  but  momentous  truth  may  be  illustrated 
by  refcten^e  to  the  history  of  Britain,  and  of  the  United 
Stfiites.  Fof  a  long  period  after  the  revolution  of  1 688, 
^vjbich  placed  Wilh^un  of  Orange  on  the  JBritisb  thj?one, 
so  slender  was  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  England 
iji  ihfi  stajbi|j;ty  a^d  credit  of  their  government,  that  the 
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Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  of  that  day,  Montagu, 
father  of  public  credit  in  England,  could  not  raise  a  vi 
small  Slim,  by  way  of  loan,  without  taking  the  L 
Mayor  of  London  by  his  side,  as  the  guarantee 
government ;  and  going,  cap  in  hand,  from  house 
house,  and  from  shop  to  shop,  requesting  *to  borrow 
hundred  pounds,  or  even  a  less  sum.  And  ror  the  mon 
thus  laboriously  raised  in  small  parcels,  their  best  publi 
securities  bore  an  interest  of  twelve  per  cent ;  and  th 
paper  of  the  Bank  of  England  was  at  a  discount  o 
twenty  per  cent     Whereas,  for  a  period  of  twenty-fiv 
years,  at  the  close  of  the  1 8  th  and  beginning  of  the  1 9ti 
century,  the  British  government  was  enabled  to  mis 
loans  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  three  thousand  mil 


lions  of  dollars,  at  an  average  of  less  than^ve  per  cent-^  ^=* 
interest ;  and  during  almost  all  those  years,  she  main- 
tained a  state  of  unexampled  warfare  with  nearly  the 
whole  of  continental  Europe,  arrayed  under  the  ban- 
ners of  revolutionary  France. 

ITie  American  government,  about  forty  years  aftei 
the  establishment  of  the  federal  constitution,  durii 
the  war  with  England,  commenced  in  1819,  and  clo8< 
in  1815,  could  not  raise  so  insignificant  a  sum  as  sir 
millions  of  dollars,  by  way  of  loan,  although  they  gav< 
in  bonus  and  interest  above  twenty  per  cent,  for  whatr:^ 
they  borrowed.     The  paper  of  the  southern  banks  wj 
depreciated  at  least  twenty-Jive  per  cent. ;  and  the  banki 

Senerally  throughout  the  Union,   excepting  those  \ 
loston,  stopped  paying  specie  for  their  own  notes.  B< 
fore  two  years  of  the  war  were  expired,  the  administra- 
tion of  the  United  States  were  literally  bankrupted,  both^** 
in  men  and  money :  no  one  in  the  whole  communil 
would*  lend  them  a  single  dollar;  nor  would  a  single  in^ 
dividual  voluntarily  enrol  himself  in  their  armies,  so 
they  had  actually  prepared  statutes  for  Congress 

5>ass,  enabling  them  to  raise  money  by  requisitions  and^ 
breed  loans,  and  to  levy  men  by  the  French  system  oC" 
conscription,  when  the  return  of  peace  arrested  theses 
deathblows  to  all  the  popular  institutions  and  republf — 
can  liberties  of  the  Umt^  States  of  America.    A  mm^ 
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norable  practical  comment  this  upon  the  inherent 
mbecility  of  the  federal  constitution ;  and  affording 
L  national  tribute  of  honour  to  the  prophetic  sagacity 
^f  Hamilton. 

•  The  power  of  a  government  must  always  depend 
ipan  the  quantity  of  men  and  money  which  it  has  at  its 
^wn  disposal  and  command ;  the  mass  or  surplus  capital 
kmting  in  the  community,  and  the  confidence  of  the 
leople  in  the  wisdom,  and  their  ready  obedience  to  the 
lirections,  of  their  rulers ;  and  not  on  the  extent  of 
ienitory,  or  the  huge  size  of  an  immense  population* 
rbe  empire  of  China  is  spread  over  a  vast  surface,  and 
mpposed  to  contain  two  /mndred  millions^of -people ;  and 
j^et  so  little  disposable  force,  in  men  and  money,  has 
the  Chinese  government  at  command,  that  it  exercises 
little  or  no  influence  over  foreign  nations;  less,  indeed, 
than  is  exercised  by  Holland,  or  Sweden,  or  Portugal, 
or  any  other  of  the  smaller  third  and  fourth-rate  so^ 
irereignties  of  Europe.  Now,  influence  over  other  poten- 
tates is  the  guage  of  a  nations  respectability  and  power ; 
in  like  manner  as  the  influence  of  an  individual  over  the 
interests,  passions,  and  prejudices  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
is  the  measure  of  that  individuars  power. 

The  general  government  of  the  United  States  has 
too  little  disposable  force  at  command ;  it  has  neither 
an  army  nor  a  navy  sufficiently  numerous  and  extensive ; 
its  public  revenue  is  too  scanty^  and  too  precarious ;  and 
it  never  can  depend  upon  the  long^continued  support  of 
the  popular  favour  for  enabling  it  to  prosecute  any  per- 
manent measures  of  enlarged  and  liberal  poHcy.  Being 
altogether  a  representative  republic j  it  i?  obliged  to  exist' 
too  much  by  exciting  and  following  the  passions  and 
prejudices  of  the  multitude ;  to  control  and  regulate^ 
which  is  the  bounden  duty  of  every  wise  and  upright 
government,  since  the  ignorance  and  violence  of  the 
multitude  have  an  invariable  tendency  to  defeat  the 
execution  of  every  intelligent  and  long-sighted  national 
scheme.  If  the  American  government  oppose  the  hasty 
clamours  of  a  misguided  populace,  the  officers  of  that 
government  will  soon  bs  converted^  by  dint  of  universal 
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suffrage,  into  private  citizens ;  and  the  Union  is  of 
course  condemned  to  a  perpetual  oscillation  of  poUtiqi^ 
movements. 

It  is  not  in  the  ordinary  course  of  human  9iffaxr^  for 
such  a  state  of  things  to  be  permanent ;  and  it  is  to  be 
apprehended,  that  the  present  general  government  of 
the  United  States  will  either  assume  a  new  form^  or 
(what  is  much,  more  desirable)  will  retain  its  nam^^ 
but  gradually  become  more  stable  and  efficient^  by  fixr 
ing  its  rule  upon  the  broad  and  firm  foundations  oipr(h 
perty  and  talent ;  and,  by  progressively  augmenting  th? 
power  of  the  executive,  enable  it  to  mould  tlie  fe^ings, 
Labits,  and  manners  of  the  people  to  its  own  growth  ii^ 
strength  and  influence ;  and  thus  render  the  national 
government  secure  at  home  and  respectable  abroad. 
Indeed,  in  all  popular  and  free  governments,  it  is  safer 
and  better  silently  and  gradually  to  devolve  upon  the 
executive  those  powers  which  experience  proves  it  ex- 
|>edient  to  lodge  there,  than  to  conft^r  upon  it  large  and 
^extensive  authorities  by  written  law ;  because  tjiat  go- 
vernment is  always  best  fitted  to  promote  the  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  a  national  which  has  gradually  grown 
up  with  and  fashioned  itself  according  to  the  feelings 
and  interests  of  the  people. 

The  experience  of  the  past,  in  the  history  oiF  nations, 
is  the  only  safe  guide  to  our  reasonings  upon  future 
events;  and  that  experience  seems  to  teach  us,  th^t  in 
process  of  time,  the  United  States  will  run  the  same  ca^ 
jreer  as  other  sovereignties  have  run ;  tliat  in  the  course 
of  necessity  and  experiment  they  will  gradually  disco- 
ver and  adopt  that  system  of  government  {in  practice 
as  well  as  in  theory)  which  is  best  suited  to  the  genius 
of  their  people,  and  best  calculated  to  wield  to  adv^ui- 
tage  itbeir  great  and  growing  resources.  Their  consti^ 
tx^tion  may,  eyentijiaUy,  be  shaped  in  accordance  wijth 
tjbe  developement  of  dl  those  great  and  shining  qpali- 
ii^8  %Bd  facilities  whieh  go  to  the  fonnatiop  pf  4^PS 
jMQui  /elevated  char^tc^be^ ;  and  whiok  Jpall  in|:o  existence 
jtbis  ej^^fiii^ms  of  leg^i^sitiYe  ivvM4pm^  and  the  si^h^v^ 
Sfm^  ^  beroic  vsa^ur  ;-r-aJJ  WW^feng  frpm  a  syrtem 
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that  palaces  «aA  permanently  fixes  the  helm  of  govern- 
ment in  tiie  hands  of  the  men  of  talent  and  property,  as 
-the  only  safe  and  legitimate  sources  and  guardians  of 
-all  political  power. 

Tlie  materials  for  making  a  great  and  powerful  na- 
tion aftre  all-abundant  in  the  tJnited  States.     They  only 

-  wait  the  gradual  growth  of  an  energetic  government, 
and  its  administration  by  sagacious  and  active  statesmen. 
The  Vast  extent  of  territory,  the  general  salubrity  of 
the  climate,  the  natural  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  variety 

-•of  ks  productions ;  the  unparalleled  capabilities  of  the 

-eouritiy  for  commerce,  owing  to  its  long  line  of  sea- 

«ocLSt,  tts4^merous  harbours,  and  its  internal  navigation ; 

—the  intelligence,  spirit,  intrepidity,  and  enterprise  of  the 

-people  generally,  are  all  admirably  adapted  to  establish 

a  iy^tem  of  political  order  and  regulation,  which,  by  un* 

■  fcilding  and  directing  to  the  pursuit  of  their  proper  ob-j 

-  j^cts  oie  •energies  of  the  people,  in  all  the  various  classes 
--<ff  the  community,  shan  render  America  a  high  and  a 
-^nighty  nation,  protecting  and  rendering  prosperous  her 

•citizens  at  home,  and  claiming  and  enforcing  the  respect 
and  reverence  due  to  her  exalted  moral  and  political 
rank  from  the  other  powers  of  the  world. 

The  tendency  of  the  general  government  to  acquires 
length  at  the  expense  of  the  ^tate  sovereignties  was 
ervident  during  all  its  difierent  administrations,  until  the 
course  of  policy  that  eventuated  in  the  late  war  began 
to  aAarm  and  alienate  the  more  comniercial  states. 
When  £rst  established,  the  genial  government  was 
loo^d  upon  as  a  bond  of  union,  for  certain  specified 
^punposes,  between  so  many  sovereign  independent 
states ;  but  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of  the 
tsepamte  .states  were,  by  degrees,  almost  lost  sight  of, 
and  the  government,  which  had  been>;ollateral,  came  to 
he  viewed  as  tfie  principal.  Men  of  Wents,  from  all 
f>8rt8  of  the  Union,  turnecjl  Iheir  eyes  to  the  seat  of  the 
-nationail  government  as  the  fidid  of  their  ambition,  until 
the  jneasures  of  that  government  reminded  die  separate 
states  iof  t^eir  individ^ualihr,  and  that  there  were  rights 
and  powers  wiuch  tiiiey  bad  fwt  surrei^red.     Tho 
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consequence  was^  that  the  state  governments  iinmecU^ 
ately  rose  in  importance,  and  me  state  legislatures, 
which  had  gradually  sunk  into  objects  of  derision,  re- 
ceived important  accessions  of  strength  in  men  of  ta- 
lents, who  withdrew  from  the  national  legislature,  to 
rally  round  their  native  states.  And  it  more  than 
once  happened,  during  the  late  war,  that  the  govemr 
ment  of  a  single  state  placed  itself  across  the  path  o£ 
the  general  government,  and  arrested  its  movements  10 
that  quarter. 

The  leading  characteristics  of  the  political  and  legaS- 
institutions  of  the  United  States  at  present  are — Fhrst^ 
The  extreme  elevation  of  the  democracy  or  popular 
sovereignty  of  the  country,  and  the  correspondmg  d 
pression  of  its  talent  and  property  in  the  scale  of  nation 
mfluence.  Secondly^  The  want  of  perrimnency  in  officiaBi 
station,  arising  from  the  elective  nature  of  the  executive 
and  legislative,  and,  in  some  instances,  of  the  judidaX 
departments,  and  the  rapid  changes  of  the  public  ser — 
vants.     Thirdly y  The  very  general  diflfiision  of  elemen- 
tary intelligence,  but  the  too  scanty  portion  of  very  high, 
or  profound  acquisitions  throughout  the  community ; 
whence  the  American  people,  individually,  are  more 
adroit,  more  skilful,  more  enterprising,  than  the  corres- 
ponding classes  of  society  in  Europe ;  but  the  aggregate 
nation,  as  put  in  motion  and  directed  by  the  govern- 
ment, is  not  so  prompt  and  efficacious,  because  the  too 
frequent  mutations  of  office  prevent  the  possibility  of 
acquiring  sufficient  knowledge  and  power  to  enable  the 
government  to  put  in  requisition,  and  call  forth  into  ac- 
tive and  long^cantinued  exeriiouy  all  the  resources  of  the 
eommonwealth ;  whereas,  in  Europe,  although  the  mass 
of  the  people  are,  individually,  less  intelligent  and  less 
enterpnsing  than  the  corresponding  population  of  the 
United  States,  yet,  in  consequence  of  the  greater  per- 
manency of  office,  the  larg^  accumulation  of  family 
wealth,  the  more  comprehensive  education  of  the  lib^ 
rally  instructed,  and  the  stricter  obedience  and  subor- 
dination of  all  ranks  of  society,   the  government  is 
fifnabled  to  make  a  wider  display  and  a  more  protracted 
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exhibition-  of  national  power  and  strength,  than  it  is 
possible  for  the  American  government  to  acoompUsh 
under  the  same  or  similar  circumstances. 
'  Nevertheless,  it  will  be  much  easier  for  the  Ame- 
rican government  to  become  as  powerful  and  efficacious 
as  those  of  Europe,  and  for  American  statesmen  to 
acquire  as  much  learning  and  political  information  as 
those  of  Europe,  than  for  the  European  population  to 
become  as  intelligent  and  enterprising  as  that  of  the 
United  States ;  and  all  the  world  knows,  that  a  power- 
ful  and  active  population  is  the  great  and  effective 
fin^nery  by  which  a  statesman  is  enabled  to  aggrandize 
his  country — is  that  lever  of  Archimedes,  by  which 
the  universe  itself  is  moved. 

It  is  peculiarly  incumbent  on  the  people  of  this  con- 
tinually  widening  country,  to  examine  the  political  his- 
tory of  the  world,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  how  far  any 
nation,  ancient  or  modem,   has  approximated  in  ^ts 
social  institutions  towards  the  union  of  the  /Aree  great 
requisites  of  a  good  government ;  that  is  to  say— JF?r^/, 
The  personal  liberty  of  individuals.     Secondly,  A  strong 
and  permanent  power  always  at  the  disposal  of  the  ex- 
ecutive.   Thirdly y  An  ample  developement  of  the  na- 
tional mind,  by  a  system  of  large  and  liberal  education. 

Such  an  inquiry  belongs,  emphatically,  to  the  pro- 
vince of  political  philosophy y  which  is  not  sufficiently 
studied  in  these  United  States.  In  the  most  splendid 
«ra  of  the  Athenian  government  the  people  were  suf- 
fered to  run  riot  into  turbulence  and  anarchy,  but  they 
enjoyed  no  real  liberty;  the  executive  and  effective 
ephemeral  magistrate  possessed  no  permanent,  no  ef- 
fectual power ;  the  national  mind,  indeed,  was  exhibited 
inmost  dazzling  magnificence,  and  has  left  imperishable 
monuments  of  strength,  elegance,  taste,  and  splendour, 
in  poetry,  the  fine  arts,  eloquence,  history,  and  philoso* 
phy,  for  the  admiration  and  imitation  of  all  future  ages; 
Republican  Rome,  while  she  continued  aristocratic,  pre- 
served for  several  centuries  a  strong  disposable  power 
in  the  hands  of  her  executive  government,  which  mainly 
enabled  her  to  achieve  the  conquest  of  tibe  world ;  but 
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she  did  not  allow  much  individual  liberty  to  the  people^ 
Bor  Mifficiently  develope  the  national  miijld^,  except  for 
the  purposes  of  war  and  politics.  GeoAral  Uteratuije  aod 
science  were  never  pushed  to  any  very  great  perfection 
.under  the  Roman  government,  whether  consulaF  or  iixb- 
periaL  As  soon  as  she  widened  into  a  demooracy^  tbe 
whole  commonwealth  was  torn  to  pieces  by  the  fucy  of 
contending  factions,  whose  party  violence  speedily  paved 
the  way  for  the  establishmi/ent  of  a  military  despotisoi, 
.that  hushed  into  dread  repose  alike  the  voice  of  liberty 
and  every  efiusion  of  exajted  manly  intellect. 

In  these  United  States  the  personal  liberty  of  Individ 
duals  is  amply  secured,  both  by  the  several  cpni^titur 
tions  and  by  the  laws,  of  the  country,  in  its  federal  capa- 
.city,  and  in  its  state  sovereignties;  but  the  power  of 
.the  executive  government  is  not  sufficiently  stable  or 
strong,  either  in  its  federal  head  or  in  its  state  supre^ 
HNicies  ;  nor  is  the  national  mind  sufficiently  unfolded^ 
either  by  liberal  systems  of  public  education,  or  by  the 
discerning  patronage  of  a  munificent  government.  The 
British  government  is  prevented  from  uniting  in  itself 
.all  the  three  requisites  of  excellence,  by  the  remains  of 
an  hereditary  feudal  aristocracy,  giving  to  a  few  ovqc- 
grown  families  too  much  habitual  influence  and  author 
rity,  and  retarding  the  full  expansion  of  intellect  and 
power  in  the  middle  and  lower  orders  of  the  people,  ^t 
wsi,nts,  as  Lord  Chatham  said,  a  greater  inliision,  ofli&'s 
blood  from  the  vigour  of  those  men  to  whom  Providenice 
has  given  the  intrinsic  qualities  of  geniijis.  ai)d  CQuragQ^ 
but  i^om  whom  he  h^s  withheld  the  fictitious  a^vapr 
tages  of  birth,  ranl^^  and  fortune. 

{^qrd  Hardwicke  uwlertaj^  to  pro^e,  tha^t,  altjbsMiigh 
govenux^eiikts  ought  to  be  calculated  widi  a  vi<Qw  to  the 
iniirmities  of  thips^  who  govern,  yet  it  is  to  be  veffhem-- 
bered,  ttiat  resistance  on  th(9  part  oj^the  governed  ^9^}|i 
not  b^  e^y,  an4  that  no  form  of  govenunent  can  pgfr- 
si|bly  Ipue  long  cputin^^,  unless  a  high  degree  of  c9R- 
fi.de]ric^  au^d  ppwei:  fa^r^ppsed  in,  k,  Jivery  form  Q$g^ 
Yernme^,  yi^hethermoQi^d^cal,  or  aristocratic,  ord^jil^ 
cratic^  js^  indeed^  liable.  t;p^^  abnsg,  bi^t  oijgh^,  ijolj.  thfit*^ 
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fore^  io  be  exposed  to  ruin.     Let  the  form  of  govern- 
ment be  ever  so  unrestrained,  let  it  be  a  complete  demo- 
cracy, yet  resistance  to  its  operations  ought  to  be  diffi- 
cult. For,  if  not,  men  might  be  inflamed  by  slight  faults, 
by  personal  affronts,  by  private  sufferings,  to  disturb  the 
peace  of  their  country,  and  involve  the  whole  commu- 
nity in  all  the  horrors  of  confusion,  violence,  and  blood. 
A  man's  fears  always  bear  proportion  to  his  hopes ;  and 
one  kind  of  passion,  or  weight  of  considerations,  is  ba- 
lanced by  another.     In  times  of  social  order,  and  an 
upright  administration  of  government,  the  laws  ought  to 
jbe  (^ifficiently  strong  to  deter  men,  moved  by  ambition 
or  resentmeidLt^  by  private  and  partial  affections,  from 
erecting  the  standard  of  resistance  and  revolt.     Nor  is 
it  to  be  aj^ppehended,  that  in  3,Jree  country,  if  the  con- 
stitution be  affected,   if  tyrannical  designs  be  openly 
avowed,  and  supported  by  injustice,  good  men  will  be 
•deterred  from  eventually  resisting.     The  laws,  by  in- 
fairing  cautioli,  however,  will  retard  resistance,  until  it 
.be  fully  ripened  into  action ;  so  as  to  facilitate  and  se- 
cure its  consequences ;  but  in  such  a  juncture  of  affairs, 
•when  men  are  roused  by  a  love  of  liberty,  order,  and 
the  common  good,  arguments  addressed  to  private  fears 
will  not  be  able  to  weigh  down  the  force  of  public  af- 
fections. 

A  government  should  never  be  founded  upon  the  no- 
tion, that  those  who  are  entrusted  with  power  are  of 
necessity  more  likely  to  abuse  their  authority  than  some 
.of  the  particular  persons,  who  owe  it  allegiance,  are 
^prone  to. endeavour  to  cliange  or  subvert  that  govem- 
:mait.  Such  a  notion  is  destructive  of  all  systems  of 
ihiHnan  Uw ;  because  it  supposes  an  expediency  of  weak- 
.ening  those  strong  sanctions  which  have  been  employed 
«in  every r^ivilizied  country,  to  give  them  their  due  force 
.^nd  operation.  The  checks  upon  government  should 
rbe  altogether  of  another  kind ;  they  should  consist  in 
fjkieeping  .the.  balance  of  the  separate  departments  as 
ti^y^n  as  possible ;  by  forming  every  estate  in  the  con- 
^atitution,  the  executive,  legislative,  ajid  judicial,  a  com- 
e{^4te:e9i|.tr94^.i^pQji  :each  other.    But  it  is  the.ejAreme  fltf 
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absurdity  and  danger  to  think  of  leaving  the  least 
strength  or  temptation  to  indwidualsy  to  resist  or  control 
the  government  itself. 

Such  a  notion  is  also  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of 
laWy  in  two  other  points  of  view ;  ^^t,  as  implying  an 
error  in  theory;  namely,  that  a  lawgiver,  when  framing 
a  scheme  of  government,  should  pay  as  much  attention 
to  its  passible  dissolution  as  to  its  necessary  support; 
and  instead  of  securing  obedience  and  perpetuity  to  it, 
by  the  strongest  sanctions  which  wisdom  can  devise  or 
justice  will  admit,  ought  to  weaken  those  sanctions,  in 
order  to  provide  for  cases  which  are  out  of  his  reach, 
and  which  must  be  left  to  themselves ;  because  their 
very  happening  implies  a  dissolution  of  both  law  and 
government.     Secondly,  as  such  a  notion  implies  an  er- 
ror in  fact;  namely,  that  a  law  for  punishment,  or  a  law 
for  indemnity,  can  operate  in  times  of  civil  disorder  and 
revolution,  as  in  times  of  peace  and  obedience,  eith^ 
to  create  tenror  or  afford  protection.     It  implies,  that 
the  legislature  must  provide  for  cases  of  extreme  neces- 
sity and  dissolution;  and  thus,  in  effect,  enlarge  the  right 
of  private  judgment  respecting  those  cases,  by  takmg 
off  the  strongest  checks   to  private  resistance.     The 
laws  of  a  free  country  should  be  so  poised,  and  balanced, 
that  a  justifiable  and  national  resistance,  such  as  that  of 
England,  at  the  revolution  of  1688,  and  that  of  the 
United  States  in  the  revolution  of  177^>  should  not  be 
attended  with  too  much  difficulty  and  terror. 

Indeed,  generally  speaking,  when  those  who  are  en- 
trusted with  the  executive  power  have  abused  the  desigOi 
or  exceeded  the  limits  of  their  trust,  a  weakness  in 
the  hands  of  government  follows,  which  disables  it  from 
exacting  the  legal  forfeitures  that  were  originally  esta- 
blished for  the  security  of  its  power.  The  experience 
of  all  history  proves,  that  very  little  protection  is.  de- 
rived from  the  operation  of  law  amidst  the  tumults  of 
civil  commotion;  leges  inter  arma  silent.  When  the 
troubles  of  Greece  ceased  by  the  surrender  of  Athens  to 
the  Lacedemonian  arms,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  Pe- 
Ippponnesian  war^  the  thirty  tyrants  exercised  cruelti^ 
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against  those  who  opposed  tlieir  administration  of  go« 
vemment,  unknown,  not  only  to  the  municipal  laws  of 
Athens,  but  to  those  laws  which  cemented  the  general* 
union  of  the  Grecian  states.  In  Rome,  the  proscrip- 
tions of  Sylla,  and  of  the  second  triumvirate,  Augustus, 
Anthony,  and  Lepidus,  were  contrary  to  the  genius,  the 
ancient  policy,  and  all  the  legal  institutions  of  the  com« 
monwealth,  although  well  accommodated  to  the  sitiia* 
tion  and  interests  of  those  usurping  demagogues,  who  * 
had  risen  into  absolute  power  upon  the  ruins  of  iJhe  re- 
public. In  Florence,  also,  the  banishment  and  entire 
extirpation  of  numerous  families  were  the  frequent 
modes  of  proceeding,  during  the  troubles  which  so  per« 
petually  snook  the  Italian  republics  in  the  middle  ages. 
And  in  revolutionary  France,  the  assassin  s  knife,  and 
the  guillotine,  superseded  altogether  the  use  of  the 
iPrench  municipal  code,  and  of  the  law  of  nations ;  nay^ 
even  of  the  law  of  fiature  itself. 

All  these  violent  measures  were  resorted  to  in  parti- 
cular instances  of  civil  commotion  or  usurpation,  accord- 
ing as  one  or  another  faction  prevailed,  but  were  not' 
derived  from  any  permanent  law  of  policy  established 
in  the  respective  countries,  nor  grounded  upon  the  ac- 
customed l^al  punishment  of  stated  crimes.  In  fact, 
no  correct  inference  can  be  drawn  from  the  accidental 
severities  of  civil  violence,  against  the  equal,  regular, 
and  peaceable  administration  of  justice. 

Nevertheless,  after  aH  that  can  be  said  or  written 
upon  this  subject,  it  should  be  remembered,  that  the 
Jarm  of  government,  like  every  other  created  thing, 
must  always  be  relative^  must  always  bear  a  close  rela- 
tion to  the  existing  circumstances  of  the  country  go- 
verned. In  every  Jree  country,  the  form  of  government 
must  alwa}rs  be  the  result  of,  and  adapted  to,  the  feel- 
ings, afiections^  and  habits  of  the  people ;  who  would 
soon  break  up  any  political  establishment  opposed  to 
such  habits,  affections,  and  feelings ;  and  therefore,  if 
an  hereditary  monarchy,  an  hereditary  aristocracy,  and 
an  herediti^  tnuisniission  of  property,  have  been  found 
well  ratted  to  the  fee^s  and.  habits  of  the  peojtle  of 
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England,  experience  has  fully  shown  than  an  elective 
executive^  an  elective  senate^  and  a  general  distribution 
of  properbr,  are  equally  well  suited  to  the  affections  and 
haoits  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  And  as  long 
as  those  habits  and  affections  shall  continue  to  be  repub- 
lican and  democratic,  will  the  government  continue  to 
be  a  representative  republic ;  nor  would  it  be  other  than 
folly,  and  madness,  and  crime,  in  any  politician  to  wish 
it  different.  Where  are  the  materials  m  the  republican 
equality  of  the  United  States  to  be  found,  out  of  which 
may  be  composed  an  hereditary  sovereign,  an  hereditary 
house  of  peers,  the  vast  accumulation  of  entailed  pro- 
perty, throughout  a  series  of  ages ;  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a  national  church,  throughout  all  the  ranks 
and  gradations  of  a  well-compacted  hierarchy  ? 

Mn  Jay,  late  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States,  in 
examining  the  question,  whether  or  not  an  American 
state  can  be  sued  in  the  federal  courts,  draws  with  great 
precision  the  broad  line  of  demarcation  between  the 
nature  and  jurisdiction  of  the  American  and  European 
governments.  This  venerable  statesman  and  incorrup- 
tible patriot  says,  that  ^^  prior  to  the  revolution,  all  the 
country  now  possessed  by  the  United  States  was  a  part 
of  the  dominions  belonging  to  the  British  crown.  All 
the  land  in  this  countiy  was  then  held,  mediately  or 
immediately,  by  grants  from  that  crown,  of  which  all 
the  American  people  were  subjects,  and  owed  allegiance 
to  the  king;  from  whom  flowed  all  the  civil  authority 
exercised  here.  They  were  fellow-subjects  and  one 
people ;  who  at  the  revolution  in  1 7^4,  appointed  their 
general  or  national  delegates  in  Congress.  The  decla- 
ration of  Independence,  in  1 77^>  found  the  American 
people,  throughout  all  the  colonies  or  provinces,  already 
united  for  general  purposes ;  and  at  the  same  time  pro- 
viding for  their  more  domestic  concerns,  by  state  con- 
ventions and  other  temporary  arrangements. 

^^  From  the  crovm  of  Great  Britain,  the  sovereignty  of 
the  United  States  passed  to  the  American /leop/e ;  and 
the  unappropriated  lands  belonging  to  that  crown  passed 
not  to  the  people  of  |he  colony^  or  state  vrithin  whose 
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limits  they  were  situated,  but  to  the  whole  people  of  the 
United  States.  Thirteen  state  sovereignties  emerged 
from  the  principles  of  the  revolution,  combined  with 
local  convenience  and  considerations;  but  the  people  still 
considered  themselves  in  a  national  point  of  view,  as  one 
people;  and  managed  their  national  concerns  accord- 
ingly. Afterward,  in  the  hurry  of  war,  and  in  the 
warmth  of  mutual  confidence,  they  made  a  confederation 
of  the  states  the  basis  of  a  general  government;  and 
3iore  recently,  in  their  national  and  collective  capacity, 
the  people  established  the  present  federal  constitution; 
in  establishing  which  they  acted  as  sovereigns  of  the 
whole  country,  and  declared  that  the  state  governments 
and  constitutions  should  be  bound  by,  and  conform  to, 
the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  Every  state 
constitution  is  a  compact,  made  by  and  between  the 
<ntizens  of  a  state,  to  govern  themselves  in  a  certain 
manner ;  and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  a 
<K>mpact,  made  by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to 
govern  themselves,  as  to  general  objects,  in  a  certain 
manner.  By  this  great  compact,  however,  many  pre- 
rogatives were  transferred  to  the  national  government ; 
such  as  making  war  and  peace ;  contracting  alliances ; 
coining  money,  &c.  The  sovereignty  of  the  nation  be- 
ing in  the  people  of  the  nation,  and  the  residuary  sove- 
reignty of  each  state  being  in  the  people  of  each  state^ 
a  comparison  of  these  sovereignties  with  those  of  Eu- 
rope may  show  whether  or  not  all  the  prerogatives  of 
European  sovereignty  are  essential  to  American  sove- 
reignty. 

*^  The  sovereignties  in  Europe,  and  particularly  in 
England,  exist  on  feudal  principles,  which  consider  the 
prince  as  the  sovereign,  and  the  people  as  his  subjects, 
and  regard  his  person  as  the  object  of  allegiance,  and 
exclude  the  notion  of  his  being  on  an  equal  footing  with 
a  subject,  either  in  a  court  of  juctice  or  elsewhere. 
The  feudal  system  contemplates  the  prince  as  the. foun- 
tain of  honour  and  authority,  from  whose  grace  and 
grant  flow  all  franchises,  immunities,  and  privileges; 
whence  such  a  sovereign  cannot  be  amenable  to  a  court 

a  2 
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of  justice,  nor  subjected  to  judicial  control  and  actual 
constraint.  It  was  of  necessity,  therefore,  that  suability 
became  incompatible  with  sovereignty.  Besides,  the 
prince^  havmg  aJltiie  executive  powers,  the  judgment  of 
the  court  would,  in  fact,  be  only  monitory,  not  manda- 
tory to  him ;  and  a  capacity  to  be  advised  is  quite  a 
distinct  thing  from  a  capacity  to  be  sued.  The  same 
feudal  notions  run  through  all  their  jurisprudence,  and 
constantly  keep  in  view  the  broad  line  of  distinction  be-  _ 
tween  the  prince  and  the  subject.  But  /lo.such  ideas 
prevail  in  thq  United  States.  At  the  revolution  the 
sovereignty  devolved  upon  the  American  j^eopfe,  who  are 
truly  the  sovereigns  of  the  country,  but  they  are  sove- 
reigns toitJumt  subjects,  (unless  the  negro  slaves  are 
such)  and  have  none  to  govern  but  themselves ;  the 
citizens  of  America  are  aU  equal  as  fellow-citizens,  and 
as  joint  t^enants  in  the  national  sovereignty.  The  dif-  . 
ferences  between  feudal  sovereignties,  and  governments 
founded  on  compacts,  create  a  difference  in  their  re-^ 
spective  prerogatives.  Sovereignly  is  the  right  to  go- 
vern; and  a  nation  or  state  sovereign  is  the  person  or. 
persons  in  whom  that  right  resides. 

"  In  ijurope  the  sovereignty  is  in  the  prince;  in  the 
United  States  it  rests  with  flie  people  ;  there,  the  sove- 
reign actually  administers  the  government,  here,  never j 
in  a  single  instance :  our  state  governors  are  only  the 
agents  of  the  people,  and,  at  most,  stand  in  the  same, 
relation  to  their  sovereign  in  which  regents  in  Europe 
stand  to  their  sovereigns.  European  princes  have  per^ 
sonal  powers,  dignities,  and  pre-eminences,  but  Ameri- 
can rulers  have  only  official  privileges  and  rank,  nor  do 
they  paritake  in  the  sovereignty  (whether  state  or  na- 
tional) otherwjise,  or  in  any  other  capacity,  than  as  pri- 
vate  citizens."  . 

To  these  observations  of  Mr.  Jay,,  it  might  be  tdded, 
that  in  every  j/ree  country  the  government  runs  a  course 
similar  to  thatoftbec(wiwo«  tew;  it  hasitsorigin.injtbe 
wants,  and  is  adapted  to  the  conveniences  a»d  views  of 
the  community;  grows  with  its  growth,  .and.enabrai^ 
all  the  exigences  of  the.nation>.a&;it  pa55^t;^^Wiigh;it» 
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fuccessive 'Stages:  of  infancy^  youths  manhoody  and  age; 
As  the  government  of  a  country  is  formed  Jy,  so  it  ma- 
terially helps  tOy  form  the  character  of  the  people,  by 
constant  action  and  reaction  upon  each  other.  It  is  a 
notorious  fact,  that  the  republican  polity  of  the  United 
States,  in  combination  with  some  other  circumstances, 
has  rendered  the  American  population  superior  to  that 
of  any  other  country,  ancient  or  modem.  A  vast  ex- 
tent of  territory,  averaging  a  fertile  soil,  and  a  favoura- 
blfe  climate;  a  comparatively  thin  population;  high 
wages  of  labour;  an  abundance  of  provisions ;  a  variety 
of  employments,  in  the  labours  of  agriculture,  the  pur- 
suits of  commerce,  the  sports  of  the  field  and  of  the 
'  forest,  all  conspire  to  ^vephysical  activity  and  strength 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 

The  general  diffusion  of  elementary  and  popular  in- 
telligence among  all  classes  of  society,  more  particularly 
in  New-England,  gives  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  a  larger  average  of  mental  activity  and  power 
than  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  mass  of  the  people  in  most 
other  countries.  Indeed,  with  the  exception  of  Scot* 
land,  Holland,  Sweden,  and  the  Protestant  Cantons  of 
Switzerland,  no  coimtry,  save  America,  gives  to  its 
people  at  large  the  means  of  acquiring  the  rudiments 
of  education ;  and  consequently  the  improvement  and 
expansion  of  the  general  intellect  of  the  nation  are  pre- 
vented. The  sovereignty  residing  in  the  people,  their 
political  equality,  their  stake  in  the  commonwealth,  by 
the  right  of  suffrage,  gives  to  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  a  greater  morcd  elevation,  a  higher  consciousness 
of  self-importance,  respect,  and  dignity,  than  are  to  be 
found  in  the  people  of  any  other  country  under  the  ca- 
nopy of  heaven. 

Whence,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  arts  of  peace, 
whether  at  home  or  abroad;  in  agricultural  toil;  in 
mechanical  skill;  in  mercantile  enterprise,  the  Ameri- 
cans exhibit  an  aggregate  of  physical  strength,  activity, 
and  perservance ;  of  mental  quickness,  acuteness,  and 
comprehension;  of  moral  energy,  loftiness,  and  power, 
rarpassing  that  of  itny  other  entire  nation.    And  in  tho 
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perils  of  warfare,  amidst  the  noise,  and  fire,  and  smoke, 
and  carnage  of  the  battle,  whether  on  the  ocean  or  on  the 
land,  the  American  squadrons  do  by  no  means  yield  the 
palm  of  deliberate  valour,  accomplished  skill,  and  heroic 
patriotism,  to  the  embodied  legions  of  ancient  Greece 
and  Rome,  nor  to  the  well-appointed  hosts  of  the  great- 
est nations  of  modern  Europe.  There  must  be  much  of 
intrinsic,  radical  excellence  in  the  political  institutions  of 
a  country,  which  have  lent  their  efficient  aid  to  form  the 
physical,  intellectual,  and  moral  character  of  such  a  peo- 
ple as  are  now  spreading  themselves  over  the  vast  and 
various  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  daily  arid 
hourly  reclaiming  the  waste  and  wilderness  from  the 
dominion  of  nature  to  the  cultivation  of  man.  And 
while  these  general  causes  continue  to  operate,  the 
people  of  the  United  States  will  continue  to  average  a 
physical,  intellectual,  and  moral  superiority  over  those 
of  every  other  nation ;  and  so  long  may  they  well  con- 
tinue to  cherish  their  present  form  of  government  as  ad- 
mirably Jtdapted  to  their  feelings,  their  affections,  their 
habits,  and  their  interests. 

It' is,  however,  quite  another  and  a  distinct  considera- 
tion, how  far  a  government,  based  altogether  in  demo- 
cracy, where  the  people,  either  immediately  or  mediate- 
ly ;  that  is  to  say,  immediately  in  their  own  persons,  or 
medidti^y  through  the  medium  of  electors  chosen  by 
themselves,  elect  all  their  rulers,  executive,  senatorial, 
and  representative;  how  far  such  a  government  would 
be  able  to  sustain  t;he  pressure  of  an  overgrown  popu- 
lation, elboyving  each  other  for  a  morsel  of  bread,  and 
greatly  deteriorated  in  their  physical,  intellectual,  and 
moral  qualities,  as  in  the  old  and  fully  peopled  coun- 
tries of  Europe.  At. this  hour,  the  United  States  do 
not  Rverdige Jive  persons  to  a  square  mile;  the  state  of 
New- York  gives  only  twenty  to  every  square  mile,  and 
the  most  populous  state,  Connecticut,  not  more  than 
J^ty;  whereas,  in  England,  Ireland,  France,  and  the 
'  United  Netherlands,  the  average  is  two  hundred  souls  to 
each  square  mile.  And  it  becomes  a  serious  question 
for  the  American  statesman  to  ponder  whether  or  not 
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the  present  forai  and  system  of  government  will  be  able 
to  restrain  and  keep  in  order  such  a  populace  as  now 
presses  upon  the  respective  rulers  in  Paris,  London^  and 
Dublin;  and  whether  or  not  the  many  myriads,  who 
must  then  be  scantily  fed,  clothed,  lodged,  and  taugh^ 
will  be  apt,  by  dint  of  universal  suffrage,  to  pass  an 
Agrarian  law;  or,  by  the  more  summary  mode  of  sud- 
den violence,  scatter  the  property  of  the  comparatively 
few  who  might  then  be  in  easy  circumstimces  ? 

At  all  events,  such  a  state  of  things  opens  a  wide 
£eld  of  active  enterprise  to  ambitious  and  unprincipled 
demagogues,  inviting  them  to  put  into  riotous  motion  ths 
ereat  mass  of  the  people;  and  what  such  a  mass,  so  put 
111  motion,  can  do,  has  been  fully  shown  by  revolution  - 
ary  France;  the  efiects  of  whose  anarchial  movem^ts 
are  seen  all  over  Europe  at  this  moment,  and  will  never 
cease  to  be  felt,  in  every  nerve  and  arteiy  of  man*s  so- 
cial state,  as  long  as  the  world  itself  endures.  What- 
ever other  political  lessons  the  French  revolution  might 
have  taught,  it  has  rendered  perfectly  intelligible  this 
truth;  namely,  that  whenever  the  people  of  any  country 
choose  to  move  in  mass,  they  can  tear  up  from  its  foun- 
dations their  existing  government,  and  scatter  its  frag- 
ments to  the  winds  of  heaven;  and  there  never  are 
wanting,  perhaps,  in  any  country,  (certainly  not  in  any 
country  whose  political  institutions  are  cast  in  a  popular 
mould,)  a  sufficient  number  of  daring  and  turbulent  spi- 
rits, who  eagerly  desire  so  to  stir  up  and  incite  the  popu«^ 
lace  to  violence,  that  they  themselves  may  ride  aloft  in 
the  whirlwind,  and  direct  the  storm.  The  Emperor 
Alexander  seems  to  be  so  much  alive  to  this  sign  of  the 
times,  that  he  actually  appears  to  labour  to  play  the 
part  of  a  good  democrat  himself. 

At  the  present  hour,  indeed,  no  such  danger  presses 
imminently  upon  the  United  States ;  nor  will  it,  proba- 
bly, so  long  as  the  western  country  opens  such  an  im- 
^mense.  extent  of  fertile  soil,  and  favourable  location^ 
that  those  needy  and  desperate  adventurers,  whose 
pernicious  habits  of^idleneas  and  ym^,  ren^^r  them  alike 
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unable  and  unfit  to  live  in  a  state  of  orderly  and  well- 
regulated  society^  can  flock  thither^  and  evaporate^  in 
reclaiming  the  wilderness^  that  factious  violence^  and  dis^ 
contented  disposition,  which  would  be  much  more  de- 
structively employed  in  plundering .  the  property  and 
cutting  the  throats  of  their  more  sober^mmded  fellow* 
citizens.  M.  Talleyrand  was  greatly  surprised  to  find 
that  in  the  United  States,  some  few  years  after  the  close 
of  the  revolutionary  war,  the  ordinary  effects  of  a  revo- 
lution were  not  visible  in  the  condition  of  the  communi- 
ty^' and  he  philosophizes  on  it  thus:  every  change  lays' 
the  foundation  for  another,  says  Machiavelli;  and,  in 
fact,  without  speaking  of  the  hatreds  which  they  perpe-> 
tuate,  and  of  the  motives  for  vengeance  which  they  leave 
m  the  minds  of  men,  revolutions  that  have  shaken  every 
thing,  and  in  which  the  whole  community  has  takai 
part,  create  a  general  restlessness  of  mind,  a  craving 
after  change,  an  indefinite  eagerness  for  bazardotis  en* 
terprises,  a  vague  and|turbulent  an^bition,  whose  toi- 
dencies  are  unceasingly  to  alter  and  destroy  every  thing 
tliat  is.  » 

This  is  more  emphatically  true,  when  the  revolution 
has  been  made  in  tfie  name  oi  Uherty\'^^free  govehK' 
ment,  says  Montesquieu ;  that  is,  one  always  agitated; 
and  it  being  iinpossible  to  stop  the  agitation,  it  must  be 
ijegulated  so  as  to  exercise  itself,  not  at  the  expense,  but 
for  the  promotion  of  the  public  happiness.  After  the 
crisis  of  revolutions,  there  are  always  many  men  wpm 
out  and  made  old  under  the  impression  of  misfortune: 
such  men  a;f  e  not  apt  to  love  their  country,  in  which 
they  have  experienced  nothing  but  misery;  and  their 
hatred  must  be  guarded  against,  arid,  if  possible,  render- 
ed impotent.  Time  atid  good  laws,  indeed,  will  do 
much;  but  establishments  and  outlets  for  such  danger- 
ous beings  are  nece«saryl  In  A^nerica^  after  a  revolu- 
tion, verv  dissimilar  doubtless  to  that  of  France,  there 
reimaiiied  orilf  sli^t  traces 'of  aiicient  animosities;  but 
litQc;  agitatldrxtiria'in^ietud^;  few,  or  none,  of  those 
sympitdnis  wfiicft;  in  ^nertd^^lirfeiteri  ^werj  nHoment  the 
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tranquillity  of  states  newly  bursting  into  freedom.  One 
great  cause  of  this  strange  appearance  deserves  consi- 
deration. 

No  doubt  the  American^  like  other  revolutions^  had 
leiBt  in  the  minds  of  men  dispositions  to  excite  or  receive 
Bew  troubles ;  but  this  need  of  agitation  had  been  able 
to  find  a  different  satisfaction  m  a  vast  and  new  country, 
where  adventurous  projects  allure  the  mind;  where 
immense  tracts  of  uncultivated  lands  give  men  a  facility 
of  employing  a  fresh  activity,  far  from  the  scene  of  their 
first  dissensions ;  of  placing  their  hopes  and  fe^trs  in 
fiesh  speculations ;  of  plunging  themselves  at  once  into 
the  midst  of  a  crowd  of  new  schemes;  of  amusing  them- 
sdves  by  frequent  change  of  place ;  and  eventually  ex- 
tbiguishing,  within  their  bosoms,  the  flame  of  the  revo- 
liitionary  passions. 

., .  This  very  facility,  however,  of  emigration  into  the 
ffiestem  country,  raises  another  very  important  question 
iKur.the  contemplation  of  the  American  statesman.  The 
direct  tendency  of  such  emigration  is  to  enable  the 
western  territory,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  to  out* 
number,  both  in  the  senate  and  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, the  Atlantic  States ;  which  being  done,  the 
Western  States,  as  great  inland  nations,  and  erroneously 
doiisidering  that  the  commercial  policy  of  the  Atlantic 
9eaboard  is  opposed  to  their  agricultural  interests,  will 
be  apt  to  sacrifice  that  commercial  policy  to  their  own 
mistaken  views  of  territorial  aggrandizement.  Such  an 
alteration  in  the  system  of  government  would  be  most 
pernicious  to  New-England,  the  cradle  of  the  revolution, 
aad  the  eflScient  founder  of  American  independence. 
The  soil  of  New-England  does  not  raise  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  provisions  to  maintain  a  crowded  population, 
btit  its  long  line  of  sea  and  river  coast,  its  numerousf 
harbours,  and  the  habitual  enterprise  of  its  people,  give 
it  a  commercial  capability,  certainly  never  surpassed,  if 
ever  equalled  by  any  other  nation.  Hence  Mr.  Picker- 
ings one  of  the  most  enlightened  and  intrepid  of  her 
Matesmen,  said,  in  reference  to  his  New-England  fellow 
citizens^  that  meir  farms  were  on  the  ocean^ 
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Great  as  was  once  the  weight  of  New-England  in  the 
American  councils,  her  influence  of  late  has  been  borne 
down  by  the  preponderance  of  the  west.  New-Eng- 
land, including  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  New-Hamp- 
shire, Vermont,  Rhode-Island,  and  Connecticut,  covers 
only  a  surface  of  little  more  than  sixtt/  thousand  square 
miles,  and  contains  a  population  of  about  one  million 
and  a  half;  whereas,  the  western  country  already 
counts  a  greater  number  of  states-^as  Ohio,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Mississippi,  Indiani,  and  Liouisiana,  which 
give  it  a  preponderance  in  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  ;— in  addition  to  which  there  is  an  immense  ex- 
tent of  surplus  territory,  out  of  which  new  states  with- 
out number  may  be  carved  in  the  lapse  of  a  few  years. 
Its  population  already  reaches  between  two  and  three 
millions,  which  enables  it  to  vote  down  New-England  in 
the  House  of  Representatives ;  and  it  covers  a  surface 
of  more  than  one  million  Jive  hundred  thousand  square 
miles ;  that  is  to  say,  more  ihdxijifteen  times  as  large  as 
the  British  Isles,  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland,  put 
together,  and  averages  a  fertile  soil,  admirably  adapted 
to  sustain  a  very  full  and  numerous  population ;  a  popu- 
lation abundantly  sufficient  to  outvote  not  only  the  New- 
England,  but  all  the  other  Atlantic  States,  all  the 
states  that  composed  the  old  Union  which  converted 
America  from  a  British  colony  into  an  independent 
empire. 

The  commercial  policy  is  necessary  to  the  very  exist- 
ence of  New-England,  whose  depopulation  must  follow 
as  an  inevitable  result  from  its  destruction  or  restriction, 
and  its  tide  of  emigration  augments  the  numbers  and  re- 
sources of  that  western  country,  which  is  inclined  to 
strike  a  deathblow  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board. There  cannot  well  be  a  more  erroneous  politi- 
cal theory,  than  that  the  interests  of  agriculture  are  ap^ 
posed  to  those  of  commerce^  and  conversely ;  for  the 
facts  and  proofs  that  merely  agricultural  nations  can 
never  become  either  prosperous  or  powerful,  and  thai 
commerce  most  materially  forwards  the  improvement 
of  agriculture  itself^  and  of  nation^J  wealth  and  civili^ 
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tion,  sec  ^'  the  Resources  of  the  British  Empire,'*  pp. 
383,  398,  487,  490.  If  the  western  and  agricultural 
policy  should  prevail,  the  Atlantic  States  will  suffer,  in 
the  following  order;  New-England  most,  then  New- 
York,  New-Jersey,  Delaware,  and  '  Maryland,  then 
Pennsyjvania,  which  being  a  great  manufacturing  state, 
depends  less  upon  foreign  commerce ;  then  Virginia, 
the  two  Carolinas,  and  Georgia,  which  are  great  plant- 
ing states,  their  staples  being  tobacco,  rice,  and 
cotton. 

•  The  tendency  of  all  this,  beyond  a  peradventure,  is 
dither  to  break  up  the  Federal  Union,  and  entail  a  per- 
petuity of  anarchy  and  civil  broils  throughout  the  whole 
continent,  or  to  crush  the  Atlantic  States  beneath  the 
enormous  hoofs  of  the  western  mammoth. 

If  however,  from  these,  or  from  any  other  causes,  the 
British  government  should  suppose  that  the  United 
States  are  destitute  of  resources,  and  the  people  reluct- 
ant to  engage  in  a  new  war,  on  account  of  the  events 
of  the  recent  conflict,  it  is  egregiously  mistaken.  The 
resources,  territorial,  intellectual,  and  moral,  of  this 
country,  are  immense  and  various,  and  widening  on  all 
^sides  with  inconceivable  rapidity ;  and  tlie  settled  con- 
viction of  the  American  people,  arising  out  of  the  cir 
cumstances  of  the  last  war  is,  that  they  are  decidedly 
superior  to  the  British,  and  can  always  beat  them  man 
to  man,  ship  to  ship,  gun  to  gun,  bayonet  to  bayonet, 
both  on  the  flood,  and  in  the  field.  And  uncounted 
myriads  of  American  hearts  now  beat  high  and  quick, 
in  eager  aspirations  for  another  contest  with  Britain ;  a 
spirit  which  the  government  carefully  cherishes,  by 
newspaper  efiusions,  by  public  toasts  and  orations,  by 
congressional  and  state  legislative  speeches  and  resolu- 
tions ;  the  great  objects  of  American  ambition  being  to 
aonex  to  their  already  too  gigantic  dominion  the  British 
North- American  colonies  on  the  continent,  and  the 
West-India  Islands  ;  and  also  the  Spanish  colonies  bor- 
dering on  the  southern  states. 

The  general .  government,  indeed,  was  itself  broken 
down  during  the  last  war;  it  fled  at  Bladensburgh ; 
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gave  Up  Washington  to  the  flames  of  a  victorious  ene- 
my, and  was  unable  to  send  a  single  recruit  to  its 
skeleton  armies,  or  to  pour  a  single  stiver  into  its  ex^ 
hausted  treasury.  But  the  people  never  despaired  of 
the  republic;  they  always  showed  what  feats  of  heroism 
they  were  capable  of  performing,  when  directed  by 
tompetent  leaders  \  atPlattsburgh,at  Baltimore,  at  New* 
Orleans,  they  rolled  back  the  tide  of  invasion,  and  de- 
monstrated the  fatal  folly  of  attempting  to  fix  a  hostile 
army  on  the  soil  of  America.  On  the  lakes,  and  on 
the  ocean,  the  American  stars  were  flying  above  the  red- 
cross  flag  of  England ;  the  American  ships  were  better 
built,  better  manned,  and  better  fought  than  those  of 
Britain ;  as  is  natural  to  suppose,  when  of  two  kindred 
nations  equally  brave,  the  one  has  an  overgrown  navy  too 
large  for  its  population  and  resources ;  while  the  other 
has  only  a  few  select  ships,  the  crews  of  which  are  all 
picked  men  and  skilftil  seamen.  The  fashionable  po- 
pular logic  in  this  country  is,  "  the  British  beat  the 
French  both  by  sea  and  land,  the  Americans  beat  the 
British ;  and  therefore,  the  United  States  have  notlung 
to  fear  from  European  prowess ;  certainly  not  from 
England,  if  she  conducts  her  future  wars  so  clumsily 
as  she  did  the  last." 

The  American  government  Will  probably  never  agaid 
exhibit  such  a  spectacle  of  nerveless  impotence  as  wa« 
dii^played  during  the  last  war.  It  is  daily  and  hourly 
acquiring  fresh  streqgth ;  its  influence  over  the  Unitea 
States  bank  will  give  it  the  command  of  the  national 
purse,  and  facilitate  the  raising  of  loans.  Its  military 
academies  throughout  the  Union  are  rendering  abun- 
dant the  materials  of  a  skilful,  well-disciplined^  well-ap- 
pointed regular  army ;  its  dock-yards  and  arsenals  are 
well-supplied,  and  no  effort  or  expense  spared,  to  create 
a  powerral  navy,  consisting  of  first-rate  ships  of  thei  lilie^ 
large  frigates,  sloops,  steam  batteries,  &c.  besides  the 
fleets  on  the  lakes ;  all  which,  manned  by  Amefiean 
sailors,  will  give  to  the  getiet^l  government  a  fomiidiK^ 
ble  iilriuence,  both  in  peace  and  war,  with  the  greatest 
European  sovereigiitie^.      The  American  mlers  ha¥« 
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become  wiser  by  their  own  experience,  have  profited 
hy  their  own  blunders,  have  extracted  strength  from  a 
sense  of  their  own   weakness.     They  are  not  Hkely 
again  to  plunge  into  a  war,  without  funds,  and  without 
inen  :  they  are  now  preparing,  in  the  bosom  of  peace^ 
the  means  of  future  conflict ;  by  building  up  the  finances 
of  the  country,  by  planting  every  where  the  germs 
of  ah  army,  by  sowing  those  seeds  which  will  soon 
start  up  into  bands  of  armed  warriors,  by  a  rapid  aug- 
mentation of  their  navy ;  and,  above  all,  by  attempting 
to  allay  the  animosities  of  party  spirit,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  direct  the  whole  national  mind  and  inclination  of 
the  United  States  towards  their  aggrandizement  by 
conquest,  alike  on  the  land  and  on  the  ocean;  by  add- 
ing to  their  present  immense  empire  the  continental 
possessions  of  Spain  and  England,  and  the  British  in- 
sular domains  in  the  West  Indies. 

The  federal  government,  to  be  sure,  is  radically  weak 
in  its  frame  and  composition ;  but,  like  all  other  govern- 
n;ients,  it  will  continually  increase  in  strength  the  longer 
it  lasts,  by  the  natural  tendency  of  power  in  the  hands 
of  all  men,  whether  good  or  bad,  wise  or  foolish,  to 
augment  itself;  by  the  constant  growth  of  executi^je 
patronage  and  of,  public  expenditure ; .  by  the  latitude 
of  construction  which  ambitious  ingenuity  may  fasten 
upon  the  words  and  letters  of  the  constitution  of  th^ 
United  States.  Whence,  in  the  course  of  a  few  years, 
the  American  government  will  be  quite  strong  enough 
to  act  a  very  offensive  part  to  those  European  powers 
who  vainly  flatter  themselves  with  the  hope  that  the 
United  States  are  in  themselves  impotent,  and  destitute 
of  those  resources  which  are  requisite  to  give  a  country 
a  commanding  attitude  in  its  intercourse,  pacific  or  heU 
ligerent,  with  other  nations. 

-  The  great  question  now  at  issue  between  America  and 
Europe,  is,  which  of  the  two  shall  change  its  form  and 
systeni  of  government  ?  whether  Europe  shall  become 
more  democratic,  or  the  United  States  more  aristocratic  ? 
It  i^  scarcely  credible  with  what  eagerness  the  presi- 
dential messages,  .are  read  in  every  European  court  jeind. 
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cabinet^  and  among  every  European  people.     Not  un- 
derstanding the  nature,  if  they  know  the  existence  of 
our  separate  state  sovereignties,  they  are  exceedingly 
surprised  to  find  that  the  general  government  of  ten 
millions  of  people  is  carried  on  at  an  expenditure  of  lessi 
than  six  millions  sterling  a-year,  while  the  expenses  of 
their  own  governments  range  frovajifiy  to  one  hundred 
millions  sterling  per  annum.     And,  as  every  very  expen- 
sive government  mtist  be  oppressive,  because  it  impedes 
the  progress  of  productive  industry,  and  perpetuates 
the  hopeless  poverty  of  the  great  mass  of  the  people, 
the  Europeans  are  naturally  led  to  desire  that  their  own 
governments  might  approximate  to  that  of  the  United 
States,  in  popular  liberty  and  in  moderation  of  expen- 
diture, while  the  American  rulers,  observing  that  the 
European  sovereigns  have  more  command  over  the  po- 
pulation and  resources  of  their  respective  countries  than 
they  can  exercise  over  those  of  the  Union,  as  naturally 
desire  to  build  up  into  more  extensive  and  permanent 
power  the  system   and  administration  of  the    federal 
government. 

The  probable  result  is,  that  the  governments  of  Ame- 
and  Europe  will  approximate  towards  each  iither, 
nfdcty  although  in  imme  they  may  still  remain  different; 
the  generality  of  mankind  being  governed  by  names, 
and  very  apt  to  be  shocked  and  roused  into  tumult  by 
their  sudden  change.  The  European  g9vernments  ge- 
nerally, although  still  retaining  the  name  of  monarchies, 
will,  perhaps,  become  more  representative,  more  demo- 
cratic; while  the  government  of  America,  still  retaining 
the  name  of  a  republic,  will,  peradventure,  become 
more  aristocratic,  more  powerful  in  its  executive,  and 
moy^  permanent  in  its  senate.  The  great  difficulty,  how- 
ever, will  be  to  temper  the  strength  of  the  government 
with  the  personal  liberty  of  the  people;  for  it  is  a  ge- 
neral rule,  with  as  few  exceptions  as  most  general  rules, 
that  the  freer  the  people  the  weaker  the  government, 
and  conversely  ;  the  danger  therefore  is,  lest  the  Ame- 
rican goveimnent  in  strengthening  itself,  should  so  far 
restrain  the  liberties  of  the  people,  as  to  render  them  in 
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the  aggregate  less  excellent  than  they  now  are  in  phy« 
«ical^  intellectual^  and  moral  qualities'. 

At  present^  there  can  be  no  difficulty  in  showing  that 
the  resources  of  the  United  States  are  relatively/  greater 
than  those  of  Britain.  The  British  government  spends 
Kme-third  of  the  whole  national  income  of  that  country. 
Before  the  close  of  the  war  with  France,  the  national 
income  of  Britain  amounted  to  four  hundred  millions 
sterling  per  annum ;  the  peace  reduced  the  value  of 
lands,  houses,  and  all  other  productive  property  in  that 
country,  at  least,  one  half,  besides  throwing  several 
thousand  families  out  of  all  employment.  •  The  govern- 
ment did  not  redhce  its  expenditure  in  the  same  pro* 
portion:  it  spends  now  about  seventy  millions  sterling  a- 
year,  while  the  national  income,  the  product  of  all  its 
houses,  lands,  ships,  manufactures,  money,  and  every 
species  of  property,  is  not  more  than  twohu1fldredm^\\xolis 
sterling ;  that  is,  .giving  at  five  per  cent,  a  British  capi- 
tal, real  and  personal,  of  four  thousand  millions  sterling. 
Add  to  thip,  the  British  national  debt  is  above  four 
thousand  five  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  of  which,  in- 
deed, the  Sinking  Fund  has  redeemed  about  one-third, 
or  one  thousand  five  hundred  millions  of  dollars ;  but 
that  does  not  lessen  the  annual  expenditure,  because  the 
government  continues  to  receive  the  dividends  of  all 
the  stock  redeemed,  which  dividends  are  provided  for 
by  taxes  taken  from  the  people,  the  government  having 
no  other  income  than  what  is  raised  by  taxation.  The 
putstanding  or  unfunded  debt  also  amounts  to  seventy 
millions  sterling,  and  the  deficit  of  revenue  now,  in  the 
season  of  universal  peace,  amounts  to  fifteen  millions 
sterling,  or  sixty-seven  millions  of  dollars  ;  the  income 
this  year  being  fifty-two  millions  sterling,  and  the  ex- 
penditure upwards  of  sixty-seven  millions.  So  that, 
unless  the  British  government  can  either  diminish  their 
expenses  or  augment  their  revenue,  they  must  soon  be-» 
come  bankrupt;  for  the  nation  never  can  support  a 
much  longer  continuance  of  loans  in  times  of  peace;  or, 
what  is  tantamount  to  loans,  the  issue  of  Exchequer 
bills,  which  swells  the  aggregate  of  the  unfunded  debt. 
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And  there  ia  the  less  prospect  of  Brittia*8,|^[||tmiii^ 
her  load  of  debt,  on  account  of  Mr.  Vansittart  hasong^ 
jsince  the  year  1813,  broken  the  progressive  force  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  by  diverting  the  dividends  of  th^ 
stock  redeemed  to  the  current  expenses  of  the  empire^ 
instead  of  permitting  them  to  constitute  a  part  of  th^ 
incoine  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  which  was  the  essence  o 
Mr.  Pitt's  scheme  for  the  Uquidation  of  the  debt.  Thi 
income  of  the  Sinking  Fund  this  year  is  xmAerJmartei 
millions  sterling.  If  Mr.  Vansittart  had  not  stopped  i 
progress,  it  would  have  been  upwards  of  tweniy^(m\ 
mimons.  A  deficit  of  only  three  millions  sterling  wa 
the  proximate  cause  of  those  revolutionary  movenaaitiH 
which  put  the  French  monarchy  in  oheyance  durin: 
twenty-five  years. 

Besides,  the  British  Isles  have  no  elbow-room  for  th^ 
spreading  of  an  increased  population ;  they  contain  onh^ 
one  hundred  thousand  square  miles,  or  sixty-four  mil— 
lions  of  acres  of  land,  on  which  twenty  millions  of 
people  are  crowded ;  whereas,  the  United  States  cover 
a  surface  of  more  than  two  millions  five  hundred  thou^ 
sand  square  miles,  or  one  thousand  six  hundred  milli<His 
of  acres,  over  which  are  thinly  scattered  a  population  of 
ten  millions.     The  whole  annual  expencuture  of  the 
United  States  is  not  more  than  one-eight  of  the  national 
income ;  say,  the  general  government  spends  about  sit 
millions    sterling,    and  the  twenty  state  sovereignties 
Sihout  Jour  millions  per  annum,  altogether  mal^iig  a 
sum  total  of  ten  milUons ;  the  national  income^  arising 
from  the  lands,  houses,  ships,  manufactures,  moneyi 
and  every  species  of  property,  may  be  estimated  at 
eighty  millions  starling,  or  three  hundred  and  sixty  mil* 
lions*  of  dollars  ;  that  is,  giving,  at  five  per  cent.,  a  pro- 
ductive, real,  and  personal  capital  of  sixteea  hundredl 
millions  sterling,  or  seven  thousand  two  hundred  mil* 
lions  of  dollars. 

The  national  debt  of  America  is  scarcely  one  hundred 
and  twenty  millions  of  dollars;  to  set  o£f  against  whicb^ 
there  are,  at  least,  five  hundred  millions  of  acres  of 
public  lapds;  that  is  to  sav   lands  held  in  trust  by  tbs 


general  goverament  ibr  the  pe<^le  of  the  United  States^ 
and  appmsable  to  the  liquidation  of  the  debt^  and  to  the 
current  demands  of  the  public  expenditure.  It  is  rating 
these  lands  much  below  their  real  value^  to  say  they  are 
Worth  a  thousand  millions  of  dollars*  These  lands  con- 
sist of  about  two  hundred  millions  of  acres^  ceded  by 
the  different  states  to  the  United  States^  and  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana^  purchased  by  the  American  govenv 
ment ;  of  which  all  the  knd  not  previously  granted 
out  by  the  crowns  of  France  and  Spain  belongs  to  the 
American  government^  as  trustee  for  the  American 
people.  For  it  is  a  first  principle  in  the  law  of  tenures^ 
that  the  stc^te^  or  sovereign^  whether  a  single  person^ 
as  in  a  monarchy^  or  the  whole  people,  as  in  a  repub- 
lic^ is  the  only  original  source  of  titles^  and  possesses  a 
sovereign  right  to  grant  lands  to  whom  it  pleases.  The 
prodigious  extent  of  territory  yet  unoccupied^  but  fer- 
tile, gives  to  the  United  States  immense  resources  for 
future  growth  in  population  and  wealth;  for  all  the 

Erosperity  of  pacific  enterprise ;  for  all  the  compre- 
ensive  energy  and  perseverance  of  protracted  warfare. 
So  that  there  can  be  no  comparison  between  the  capa- 
bilities and  resources  of  any  other  country  and  those  of 
the  United  States,  provided  the  federal  Union  lasts, 
and  increases  in  strength  as  it  advances  in  age. 

TTie  probable  approximation  of  the  American  and 
European  governments  towards  each  other,  in  eflect,  if 
not  in  form,  is  intimately  connected  with  what  may  be 
called  the  revolutionary  question ;  that  is  to  say,  the 
question  first  practically  started  by  the  United  States, 
in  their  revolt  from  the  mother  country,  and  pushed  to 
a  much  wider  extreme  by  France,  towards  the  close  of 
Ae  eighteenth  century.  The  United  States,  indeed, 
only  made  a  radical  change  in  the  form  of  their  govern- 
ment, by  converting  an  hereditary  monarchy  into  a  re- 
presentative republic.  They  still  retained,  substantially, 
the  laws,  the  religion,  and  the  morals  of  the  parent 
«ate ;  and,  from  time  to  time,  frame  and  modify  their 
tntlpTcipal  system  according  to  the  exigency  of  existin] 
circttmjrtaxices.    But  revolutionary  France  suddenly  an< 
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violently  changed  every  thing ;  changed  its  government, 
religion,  habits,  manners,  the  whole  frame  of  civil  polity 
and  social  order  ;  nay,  the  very  langvage  itself,  giving 
it  an  inflated,  bombastic,  fraudulent  character,  that  un- 
happily is  spreading  itself  all  over  Christendom,  and 
in  no  countries  more  rapidly  and  widely  than  in  these 
United  States  and  England.  Every  demagogue,  who 
breathes  mischief  and  ruin,  talks  loudly,  in  newspapers, 
and  pamphlets,  and  club  speeches,  about  "  the  high 
destinies  of  liberty,"  ^^  the  liberal  spirit  of  the  age,** 
"  the  annihilation  of  all  prejudices  in  favour  of  religion, 
morality,  learning,  and  all  the  obsolete  usages  of  igno- 
rant antiquity ;"  the  whole  of  which  means,  in  his 
mouth,  that  all  above  him,  whether  in  wealth,  talent, 
learning,  wisdom,  virtue,  or  character,  should  be  pulled 
down,  and  he  himself  exalted,  according  to  his  own 
notions  of  his  own  transcendental  merit. 

The  revolutionary  question,  as  understood  and  en- 
forced by  its  present  advocates  in  France,  Britain,  and 
America,  is  wo^  a  question  respecting  the  prevalence  of 
any  particular  religions  denomination,  whether  Papist  or 
Protestant,  Episcopalian,  or  Presbyterian,  Independentor 
Methodist;  but  it  is  a  question  between  religion  and  no 
religion ;  a  flagitious  attempt  to  carry  on  government, 
and  social  and  domestic  life,  without  any  religion  of  any 
kind  whatsoever,  and  consequently  without  any  morals; 
revelation  being  the  basis  of  all  moral  obligation,  and 
every  system  of  morals  not  so  based,  being  easily  redu- 
cible to  the  mere  calculations  of  political  expediency  and 
personal  convenience,  from  the  xaXov  xa*  ayaflov  of  Aris- 
totle, and  the  utile  et  honestum  of  Cicero,  down  to 
Hume's  scheme  of  utility ,  or  Godwins  plan  of  general 
£ood ;  good  so  very  general  as  to  destroy  all  individual 
virtue  and  happiness.  Nor  is  the  revolutionary  ques* 
tion  a  question  as  to  the  relative  excellence  of  any 
particular^onw  of  government,  whether  a  republic,  or  a 
monarchy,  or  an  aristocracy,  or  a  democracy,  or  an  im- 
perial autocracy,  be  in  itself  preferable ;  but  it  is  an  as^ 
sumption  offacty  that  a.t  any  time,  ambitious  and  un- 
principled men  niay  labour  to  overset  the  existing  order 
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of  things  under  which  they  Kve,  whetlier  as  citizens  or 
aliens^  in  the  leager  hope  of  raising  themselves  to  tur- 
bulent and  bloody  distinction^  amidst  the  general  wreck 
of  human  sociefyi 

In  a  word,  it  is  a  desperate  experiment,  to  be  made 
by  desperate,  needy,  profligate  adventurers,  of  every 
gradation  of  talent>  knowlege,  dulness,  and  ignorance, 
in  every  country,  particularly  in  every  free  country,  that 
religion,  government,  social  order>  private  pursuits,  all 
that  relates  to  man^  individually  or  as  connected  with 
his  fellows,  may  be  always  kept  afloat,  always  fluctuate 
in  a  revolutionary  state,  and  the  people  b^  perpetually 
fermented  by  appeals  to  their  vanity^  and  folly,  and 
viler  passions ;  that  ambitious  demagogues    mky  lift 
themselves  up  to  power,  and  be  enabled  to  govern  by 
fraud  or  force,  by  the  bayonet  and  sword,  or  by  a  muz-^ 
zled  and  perverted  press.    The  United  States,  although 
at  present  blessed  with  free  constitutions,  and  good 
codes  of  law,  are  yet  revolutionary,  and  contain  within 
them  the  seeds  of  those  sudden  changes  which  scatter 
upon  the  wings  of  ruin  all  the  labours  and  products  of 
past  experience^  and  mock  the  hopes  of  all  human  ex- 
pectation.    France  i^  still  eminently  revolutionary ;  her 
present  throne  is  placed  upon  the  crater  of  an  unextin- 
guished volcano,   whose   eructations  of  smouldering 
smoke,  and  molten  stones,  and  burning  lava,  every  in- 
stant threaten  it  with  destruction.    Every  step  that  re- 
ligion and  government  make  is  made  upion  the  reeking 
ashes^  the  still  glowing  embers  of  revolutionary  fires ; 
those  fires  which  are  seen  in  fitful  land  portentous  blaze 
over  all  the  extent  of  continental  Europe.    And,  unhap- 
pily, neither  France  nor  the  rest  of  the  European  con- 
tinent can  find  a  sufficient  counterpoise  tp  the  revolu- 
tionary spirit,  in  their  own  governments,  which  do  not 
breathe  a  sufficient  air  of  freedom  ;  nor  in  their  legal 
codes,  nor  in  their  difRision  of  pure  religion,  and  sound 
morality^  throughout  their  dominions.     The  struggle, 
in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  appears  to  be  fast  ripening 
into  a  conflict  between  indignant  despotism  and  lawless 
democracy ;  the  collision  of  which  two  opposite  ex- 
it 2 
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tremes  caimpt  fail  to  shake  to  its  foundation  the  social 
fabric ;  and,  whichever  side  nkimately  prevails^  to  steep 
the  victor  s  wreath  of  triumph  in  tears  and  blood. 

The  British  government,  mdeed,  has  hitherto  stood 
forth  as  the  great  bulwark  of  social  order,  against  the 
ever-beating  tide  of  revolutionary  fury ;  but,  labouring 
as  she  now  is  under  the  exhaustion  of  so  long  and  ter<> 
rible  a  conflict,  so  enormous  a  pressure  of  expenditure 
and  debt,  so  alarming  a  diminution  of  her  agriculture, 
manufactures;  and  commerce,  so  awful  an  increase  of 
pauperism,  m  all  the  classes  of  her  community,  will 
she  be  able  long  to  maintain  the  proud  but  melancholy 
distinction  of  being  the  solitary  rock  of  social  safety, 
amidst  the  storms  and  tempests  of  the  agitated  ocean ; 
the  sole  remaining  monument  of  stable  rule  amidst  the 
ruins  of  thrones,  and  principalities,  and  powers  ?  Even 
in  the  midst  of  her  own  home  dominions,  democmcy  is 
fast  gaining  ground, .  and  insisting  upon  its  scheme  of 
revolutionary  change ;  in  spite  of  her  hereditary  ex- 
ecutive, her  hereditary  peers,  her  recent  (Orders  of 
knighthood,  her  nationally  established  hierarchy,  her 
close  alliance  between  church  and  state. 

Meanwhile  her  child  and  rival,  America,  is  rapidly 
emerging  into  unparalleled  national  greatness ;  is  flam- 
ing upwards,  like  a  pyramid  of  fire ;  so  that  all  the 
western  horizon  is  m  a  blaze  with  the  brightness  of  its 
ascending  ^ry.  Nor  is  the  ambition  of  America  less 
aspiring  than  the  progress  of  her  power  is  alarming. 
The  United  States,  not  contented  with  their  present  ter- 
ritory, although  more  than  double  the  extent  of  the 
whole  Chinese  empire,  lay  claim  to  both  the  Floridas, 
and  avoi^edly  .stretch  their  pretensions  westward  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean  ;  and  give  very  intelligible  hints,  through 
all  the  numberless  organ-pipes  of  their  followers,  and 
flajterers,  tmd  servants,  that  they  will  never  rest  firom 
their  labours,  till  they  have  accomplished  their  aim,  by 
treaty,  or  encroachment,  or  conquest ;  their  Unvarying 
motto  being,  elolus  an  virtus,  quis  in  hoste  requirat  ? 

Popular  governments  are  always  sufficiently  ambi- 
tious, warUke,  and  unresponsible;  too  apt  to ^icroadi 
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upon  their  neighbours ;  bxiA  not  very  prudish  as  to  the 
means  of  aggrandizement.  The  United  States  look 
wistfully  towards  the  British  provinces  on  our  North* 
American  continoit ;  and  the  unwise  act  of  Lord  Gren* 
ville^  passed  through  parlitoient  in  the  year  l/d'^^  P^i*^ 
mitting  the  people  of  lower  Canada  to  conduct  tneir 
pleadings^  and  promulgate  their  laws,  in  the  French  Ian* 
guag^,  has  prevented  them  from  ever  becoming  British ; 
and  so  &r  weakened  the  colony  as  an  outwork  of  the 
mother  country.  It  has  always  been  the  poli<^  of  able 
conquerors,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  incorporate  their  van- 
quished subjects  with  their  own  citizens,  by  giving  them 
their  own  language  and  laws,  and  not  suffisring  them 
to  retain  those  of  their  pristine  don^inion.  These  were 
among  the  most  ^cient  means  by  whiqh  ancient  Rome 
l^ilt  up,  and  established  her  empire  over  the  whole 
world ;  and  these  were  the  most  efficient  aids  by  which 
modem  Fratice  spread  her  dominion  so^rapidly  dvar  the 
cpntinent-of  Europe.  While  lower  Canacb  continiies  to 
be  French  in  language,  religion,  law,  habits,  and  man^ 
ners,  it  is  obvious- that  her  people  will  not  make  good 
British  subjects ;  and  Britain  may  most  assuredly  look 
to  the  speedy  loss  of  her  North-American  colonies,  un-- 
less  she  immediately  sets  about  the  establishment  of  an 
able  statesmanlike  government  there,  and  the  direction 
thitherward  of  that  tide  of  emigration  from  her  own 
loins,  which  now  swells  the  strength  and  resources  of 
the  United  States.  Her  North-American  colonies  gone, 
her  West-India  Islands  will  soon  follow. 

Indeed,  it  is  now  well  understood,  that  if  the  Ameri- 
can government  had  been  long-sighted  and  wise,  the 
United  States  might  have  been  a  great  West  India  power 
at  this  moment.  For  Britain,  during  her  late  conflict 
with  revolutionary  France,  o^red  either  Cuba,  or  St. 
Domingo  to  this  coimtry ;  but  Mr.  Jefferson  suffered  Ym 
own  little  personal  feelmgs  towards  France,  and  against, 
JS«ngland,  to  prompt  him  to  decline  the  offer ;  and  thus 
let  slip  an  opportunity  of  aggrandizing  the  United 
States,  which  may  never  again  occur  under  such  favour^^ 
able  circumstances.    The  dominion  of  either  of  those 
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great  islands  wotild  have  considerably  augmented  the 
commerce  and  increased  the  naval  armaments  of  Ame-, 
rica ;  and  also  have  given  her  a  much  higher  importance 
in  the  scale  of  nations  than  she  now  holds.  But^  dii& 
aliter  visum  est ;  the  fears  and  hatreds  of  her  executive 
chief  have  materially  delayed  the  career  of  America 
towards  the  summit  of  national  ascendency  and  great-, 
ness. 

As  for  the  Spanish  colonies,  they  will  fall,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  to  the  superior  energy  and  enterprise  of  the 
United  States ;  for  it  is  as  natural  for  indolence,  and 
ignorance^  and  procrastination,  to  yield  to  industry,  to 
intelligence,  and  activity,  as  it  is  for  the  tides  of  the 
ocean  tO:  follow  the  phases  of  the  moon.  It  is  superla-) 
tively  idle  to  supppsK^,  that  the  forlorn  and  beggarly  go-- 
v^mment  of  Spam,  headed  by  a  patron  of  the  inquisi^ 
tion,  and  ati  embroiderer  of  petticoats  for  the  Virgin 
Mary,  will  be  able  to  resist  the  constant  encroachments, 
or  the  direct  attacks  of  a  neighbour  so  enterprising,  in-j 
telligent,  alert,  dauntless,  and  persevering,  as  the  United 
8tates.      . 

Nor  let  England  ever  lay  the  flattering  unction  to  her 
soul,  that  it  is  possible  ever  to  make  America  her  friend. 
These  two  countries  will  never  cease  to  be  commercial 
rivals,  ^d  political  enemies,  vmtil  one  or  the  other  falls^ 
As  the  world  could  not  bear  two  suns,  nor  Persia  two 
kings,  so  the  day  is  fast  approaching  when  the  globe 
will  not  be  able  to  endure  the  existence  of  these  two 
mighty  maritime  empires.  The  maxim  of  delenda  est 
Carthago  pwer  found  more  cordial  advocates  in  the  Ro- 
man senate  than  it  now  jSnds  as  applicable  to  Britain 
in  thei  inmost  reqesses  of  eyery.  American  bosom.  But 
it  behoves  th^.  United  States  to  paus^,  at  least  for  tht 
present,  in  their  strides  towards  territorial  agCTandize- 
ment ;  for  it  is  understood  that  the  Treaty  oj  Vienna^ 
which  is  now  the  basis  qf  national  convention  law  in  Eu- 
rope, a^.  the  Treaty  of  Westphalia  was,  prior  to  the 
^r^nch  revolution,  stipulates,  that  if  one  European  na-. 
tion  has  any  domestic  quarrels,  either  with  its  colonies 
o^  w^tl^in  ^ts  home  dominions,  th^  high  contracting  par^ 
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tiejs  do  not  interfere ;  but,  if  any  power  attacks  the  in- 
tegrai  empire  of  any  European  sovereignty,  the  parties 
to  the  Vienna  treaty  protect  it.  Hence,  Spain  and  her 
colonies  are  left  to  fight  out  their  mutual  battles,  as  they 
best  can ;  but  Portugal  is  forbidden  to  encroach  upon 
the  Spanish  domains  on  the  American  continent ;  un- 
less, indeed,  the  Holy  League^  which,  under  the  veil  of 
evangelical  union  between  the  contracting  powers,  seems 
to  look  towards  planting  the  Russian  flag  upon  the 
seven  towers  of  Constantinople,  should  break  m  upon 
and  derange  the  provisions  of  the  Congress  of  Vienna. 

If  such  be  -the  stipulations  of  the  Vienna  pact,  the 
United  States  should  be  wary  in  their  attempts  on  the 
Floridas,  the  British  Northern  Provinces,  and  West 
India  islands,  lest  they  bring  all  Europe  xtpon  them  with 
her  numerous  and  well-disciplined  veteran  a,rmies.  It  i§ 
the  business  of  the  American  government  to  wait,  and 
nourish  the  growing  resources  of  the  Union,  till  time  and 
circumstance  shall  dissolve  the  present  unjflaralleled  co- 
alition of  European  sovereigns,  and  then  gradually  bear 
down  all  possible  opposition  fromi  any  single  foe.  As 
the  disposable  force  of  every  country  must  be  always 
mainlyproportioned  to  the  compactness  of  its  pppulation, 
it  is  self-evident,  that,  at  present,  the  United  States,  with 
only  ten  millions  of  inhabitants,  spread  over  a  territory 
of  two  millions  and  five  hi^ndred  thousand  square  miles, 
cannot  be  very  powerful  for  the  purposes  of  offensive 
warfare;  a  circumstance,  probably,  which  the  states- 
men who  framed  the  federal  constitution  took  into 
their  consideration,  since  they  so  seem  tcJ  have  moulded 
that  national  compact  as  not  to  give  the  general  govern- 
ment the  power  of  carrying  on  an  offensive  warfare. 

These  great  men,  doubtless,  desired  that  their  native 
country  might  possess  aU  the  means  of  defence^  whei^ 
assailed  by  an  invading  foe;  and,  accordingly,  they  have 
made  the  most  admirable  provisions  in  the  federal 
constitution  for  the  accomplishment  of  tliis  all-important 
object;  their  apparent  design  being,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, to  preserve  the  United  States  free  from  the  cala-. 
Kiities  of  foreign  warfare,  and  incite  them  to  avail  tbenn 


148  AMERICA  MOKE  |rO)l|«IDABL£ 

sjelves  of  their  vast  phymal  csiipmAei^  a^d  to  acc^ncii^ 
$Ste  growth  of  their  popuJUtipn  and  ly^lth^  Ui  wder  that 
America^  at  no  distant  day^  might  be  able  to  pank  with 
the  first-rate  sovereigntiefs  of  the  earthy  in  the  extent^ 
permanency^  and  dispo9aMe  efficiency  of  her  national 
resources.  By  ptenuxture  efforts  to  aggrandize  them** 
selves  by  conquest,  the  United  States  wiU  put  Ui  their 
present  advantages  in  jeopardy,  and  endanger  the  ii&* 
jBolution  of  the  Unions  by  the  preservation  of  which 
they  can  alone  hope  to  become  lastingly  prosperous  and 
great  Let  them  remember  Franklin's  position^  that  by 
'patience  and  perseverance  they  will  be  able  to  outgrow 
all  grievances,  all  difficulties,  and  all  resistance. 

Is  Rtissia  now,  and  for  the  tiine  to  come,  deemed 
formidable  to  Europe?  Behold  another  and  a  greater 
Russia  here*  With  a  better  territory,  a  better  ffovem- 
ment,  and  a  better  people,  Am^ca  is  ripening  fist  into 
a  substance,  an  attitude  of  power,  which  will  prove  far 
more  terrible  to  the  world  than  it  is  ever  possible  for 
the  warriors  of  the  Don  or  the  defenders  of  Moscow  to 
l>ecome.  ^  Let  it  not,  for  a  moment,  be  imagined  that 
j  seek  to  lean  upon  the  exalted  character,  or  to  detract 
from  the  well-tried  prowess  of  Britain.  Under  the 
blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  the  world  owes  to  her 
unrivalled  exertions,  to  her  vehement  and  sustained  for^^ 
titude,  a  liberation  from  the  most  galling,  base,  profli-^ 
gate,  and  cruel  bondage  that  ever  stained  the  annals  of 
me  human  race.  Braver  than  Britons  men  cannot  be. 
Jt  is  not  in  human  nature  to  do  more  than  affront  death 
with  cool,  collected,  steady,  un}rielding  valour.  Is  it 
possible  for  them  that  are  bom  of  women  to  display 
more  unbending,  more  triumphant  heroism,  than  was 
exhibited  by  the  British  on  the  field  of  Waterloo  and  in 
the  harbour  of  Algiers  ? 

But  it  is  meant  to  assert,  because  it  can  be  prov^, 
that  the  United  States,  from  their  territorial  extent, 
their  local  situation,  their  political  institutions,  their  pe* 
culiar  circumstances,  eh  produce  a  greater  amoiint  of 
physical,  intellectual,  and  moral  enterprise,  and  force  in 
th?  gr^^t  mass  <^  tfa^ir  pep]^,  tb$m  is  or  cm  be  pFo« 
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4uced  in  tW  aggiregate  population  of  at^  other  country. 
Indeed^  an  enquiry  uaito  we  condition  and  character  of 
^e  I^QgUsh  people  would  serve  as  the  best  basis  on 
wl|ic^  t9  buikji  toe  investigation  of  the  characteristic 
qualities  of  the  Aiseierican  population^  seeing  that  both 
i^alioos  ere  sprung  firom  the  same  native  stock,  speak 
the  same  language^  and  exercise  the  same  religion,  are 
governed  by  similar  laws,  exhibit  in  their  lives  and  de- 
portments similar  habits,  manners^  and  customs.    And 
if^  under  the  physical  and  moral  circumstances  of  £ng- 
kmd,  her  comparatively  narrow  territory,  her  actually 
crowded  population,  her  continual  wars,  her  frequent 
internal  convulsions,  her  prodigious  national  expendi- 
ture, her  enormous  public  debt,  the  great  body  of  her 
i^ple  have  been  progressively/  improving,  physically, 
mtellectually,  and  morally,  during  the  last  entire  cen-» 
tury,  and  are  now,  as  they  have  long  been,  decidedly 
superior  to  the  population  of  every  other  Eurppean 
country— »a/br/ion',  must  the  people  of  the  United  States 
during  the  same  period  have  been  bettered  in  all  their 
qualities  and  conditions,  by  the  progress  of  civilization 
difiused  among  a  comparatively  thin  population,  spread 
over  a  vast   and  various   soil,  by   unfrequent  foreign 
wars,  by  internal  peace,  by  a  small  national  expendi- 
ture, by  a  trifling  public  debt,  by  institutions,  political, 
moral,  and  religious,  which  give  the  freest  scope  to 
personal  activity  and  individual  enterprise. 

A  Jiate  minister  from  the  court  of  St.  James,  jear 
the  American  government,  Mr,  Jackson,  who  had  sur- 
v^ed  with  a  statesman's  eye  every  court  and  every 
country,  every  cabinet  and  every  people  in  Europe, 
both  insular  and  continaital,  told  me,  *^  That  he  had 
passed  through  and  diligently  studied  the  states  of 
New-York  and  New-England,  that  he  had  never  seen 
such  decided  materials  of  national  greatness  as  their 
pHWulation  exhibited ;  tbat  the  American  people  were 
H^t-mijided,  stnmg-minded,  souiid-minded,  and  high- 
minded.''  And  in  all  the  soberness  of  solemn  truth,  the 
people  of  this  country  have  verified  the  prophetic  words 
of  the  disparted  statesman;  they  have,  indeed/  fully 
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shown  that  Englishmen  do  not  degenerate  in  the  soil  of 
America ;  for  they  have  compelled  the  meteor-flag  of 
England)  which  had  waved  in  triumph  on  the  ocean  for 
a  thousand  years^  to  lower  its  ancient  ensign  beneath  the 
new-bom  standard  of  her  child ;  they  have  driven  back 
from  before  their  hardy  yeomanry  the  conquerors  of 
France,  the  deliverers  of  Portugal,  the  liberators  of 
Spain,  the  emancipators  of  Europe ;  they  have  twined 
round  their  victorious  brows  wreaths  of  naval  and  of 
militaryglory,  which  will  flourish  in  eternal  verdure,  long 
as  the  everlasting  hills  shall  rest  upon  their  foundationSji 
and  the  stars  of  Heaven  continue  to  shed  their  light. 

In  the  turmoil  of  battle,  and  in  the  pursuits  of  peace, 
the  Americans  effect  more  by  a  given  number  of  people 
than  the  population  of  any  other  country  can  effect.  At 
present,  indeed,  the  European  land  tactics  are  impracti- 
cable in  the  United  States :  huge  masses  of  cavalry,  nu- 
merous parks  of  artillery,  and  solid  columns  of  infantry, 
cannot  act  in  a  country  overgrown  with  trees,  'and 
bushes,  and  underwood,  which  afford  means  and  shelter 
for  the  deadly  musketry  and  riflemen  of  America,  to 
destroy  their  enemy  at  their  own  leisure— themselves 
unseen  and  inaccessible.  The  United  States  must  wait 
till  their  country  is  more  cleared  of  its  forests,  particu- 
larly on  their  borders,  before  thdy  can  exhibit  any  mi- 
litary conflicts  on  a  large  and  comprehensive  scale. 
Meanwhile  the  ocean  is  open^  and  will,  ere  long,  have 
its  waters  deeply  died  with  American  and  British  blood> 
contending  for  the  exclusive  dominion  of  that  element> 
which  is,  emphatically,  the  cradle  and  the  home  of  the 
mariners  of  both  nations. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  French  revolution, 
in  the  year  1789^  to  the  ctese  of  the  late  war  between 
America  and  England,  in  1815,  the  political  parf/e^y  in 
the  United  States  were  oppbsed  to  each  other  with  ex- 
ceeding bitterness.  Party  spirit  used  to  prevent  social 
intercourse,  and  poison  domestic  peace.  The  tyranny 
of  faction  was  much  gi'eater  in  this  country  than  it  ever 
has  been  in  Britain,-  where  it  neither  disturbs  the  har- 
n^ony  of  fan^iUes,,  noi:  trenches  upon  the  decorum  ot 
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society,  either  among  the  leaders  or  followers  of  the 
two  great  contending  parties  which  divide,  agitate,  and 
govern  that  kingdom.-— See  the  "  Resources  of  the  Bri- 
tish Empire,"  pp.  351 — 376,  for  the  facts  and  reasons 
to  prove,  that  no  free  government  can  be  carried  on  but 
by  the  agency  of  contending  parties ;  and  that  no  dan- 
ger is  to  be  apprehended  either  to  the  ministry  or  the 
people  from  the  prevalence  of  party  spirit.  Since  the 
peace  of  lpl5,  Mr.  Monroe's  tour,  aided  by  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country  and  the  times,  has  considerably 
abated  the  acrimony  of  faction  in  the  United  States, 
and  democrats  and  federalists  now  dine  at  the  same 
table  without  any  fear  of  reciprocal  offence. 

Some  of  the  wisest  and  best  men  of  America,  parti- 
cularly Washington,  Hamilton,  and  Ames,  laboured  to 
convince  their  fellow  citizens  of  the  necessity  of  extin- 
guishing parties  in  our  popular  arid  elective  government. 
President  Washington's  "  Farewell  Address"  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  General  Hamilton's  Essays 
in  me  Federalist,  and  Mr.  Fisher  Ames's  lucubrations 
scattered  over  all  his  works,  contain  most  forcible  and 
eloquent  arguments  against  the  mischiefs  of  faction. 
But,  after  all  that  can  be  said  or  written  on  the  subject, 
^  country  must  either  be  governed  by  the  bayonet,  and 
be  enslaved ;  or  governed  by  party,  and  be  free.  Par- 
ties in  the  United  States  are  substantially  like  those  in 
!plngland.  Two  great  rival  sections  of  the  people  con- 
tend with  each  other  for  the  exclusive  administration  of 
the  government,  not  because  they  think  themselves 
always  right,  and  their  opponents  always  wrong,  but 
because,  on  the  whole,  they  think  they  could  manage 
the  government  better  than  their  antagonists.  They 
differ  more  about  the  means  than  the  end  :  they  both 
wish  to  exalt  their  country,  and  render  her  prosperous 
at  home,  and  respectable  abroad,  however  they  may 
(^^sagreeas  to  the  measures  by  which  this  common 
object  can  be  best  attained. 

Indeed,  now,  the  federalists  and  democrats  do  not  dif- 
fer, even  as  to  the  means ;  they  both  wish  to  exalt  their 
country  by  the  same  means.     For  more,  th^in  twenty 
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yearSj  truly^  they  varied  most  essentially  in  their  noticMis 
respecting  the  best  mode  of  administering  the  govern- 
ment; the  democrats  denouncing  foreign  oommerce, 
foreign  diplomacy^  internal  taxation,  a  national  bank| 
a  regular  army,  and  a  fighting  navy,  as  being  all  ex- 
tremely anti-republican.  But  for  the  last  two  or  three 
years  they  seem  to  have  outgrown  these  theories,  and 
to  have  begun,  like  other  people,  to  take  experience  tod 
fact  as  the  best  foundation,  and  safest  guides  of  politi- 
i^al  economy. 

The  United  States  are  so  very  favourably  circum- 
stanced for  a  rapid  growth  in  wealth,  and  population, 
and  national  strength,  that  it  requires  only  the  exercis€= 
of  a  little  common  sense  to  administer  the  home  eoveni- 
ment,  and  permit  the  laws  and  institiltions,  which  are 
generally  most  propitious  to  the  establishment  and  fiir« 
therance  of  popular  liberty,  to  take  their  due  course. 
It  requires,  however,  considerable  sagacity  and  prudaice 
so  to  conduct  our  foreign  sSairs  as  to  secure  the  friend- 
ship and  respect  of  other  potentates.     But  there  is  no* 
occasion  to  enter  into  any  detail  on  this  point,  seeing 
that  General  Washington  has  left  a  bright  example  (^ 
all  that  a  wise  and  upright  administration  of  govern- 
ment can  accomplish,  for  the  welfare  of  the  countiy ; 
and  our  future  presidents  have  only  to  follow  fiuthfiilly 
in  his  foot-tracks,  in  order  to  ensure,  under  Providence, 
the  internal  prosperity,  and  the  external  respectalnlity 
of  America. 

In  one,  and  that  the  most  important  department  of 
foreign  policy,  namely,  diploptacy,  the  American  govarn- 
ment,  under  all  its  administrations,  has  exhibited  great 
talents  and  skill.  In  the  United  States  there  is  no  corps 
of  regularly  bred  statesmen,  as  in  Europe ;  but  our 
politicians  generally,  and  more  especially  our  diploma- 
tists, are  taken  from  the  class  of  practising  lawyers,  who> 
being  men  of  business,  shrewd  observers,  and  well  ac- 
quainted with  mankind,  have  always  been  a  match,  and 
oflen  an  overmatch,  for  the  European  ambassadors, 
and  plenipotentiaries,  who  have  been  systematically 
tjrained  in  the  routine  of  office,  amidst  all  the  forms  and 
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devices  of  the  closet.  Durins  the  last  fifty  years.  Ame- 
neandiplomacr  has  signalized  itself  in  eve^  court  and 
cabinet  of  EUirope ;  and  the  names  of  Jay^  Adams^  Mor- 
ris, Kii^g,  Jefferson,  Marshal,  Monroe,  Finkney,and  the 
CommissionerB  at  Ghent,  will  deservedly  rank  as  high 
as  those  <^any  diplomatic  characters  which  have  adorn- 
ed other  countries.  The  peace  concluded  with  Eng- 
land in  1 793,  by  Mr.  Jay,  Mr.  Adams,  and  Dr.  Frank- 
lin, and  the  commercial  treaty  made  with  England  in 
1794,  by  Mr.  Jay,  arc  evidences  of  consummate  diplo- 
nuitic  wisdom  and  skill.  A  very  slight  perusal  of  the 
AmericBin  State  papers,  lately  published  at  Boston,  will 
riiow  that  the  American  diplomatists,  invariably,  wield 
a  more  pointed  and  powerftil  pen  than  their  European 
antagonists  ;  that  they  press  their  arguments  with  more 
force,  place  them  in  a  greater  variety  of  lights,  and  de- 
feat, or  evade,  or  parry,  the  strokes  of  their  opponents 
with  more  adroitness  and  effect.  The  Marquis  of 
Wellesley,  in  April  1815,  said  in  his  place  on  the  floor 
of  the  House  of  Lords,  when  discussing  the  negociation 
between  the  United  States  and  Britain,  respecting  peace, 
**  that  the  American  commissioners  had  shown  the  most 
ttstanishingsnperioritj/ over  the  British  during  the  whole 
of  the  correspondence.  The  noble  Earl  (Liverpool) 
cqpposite,  probably  felt  sore  at  this  observation,  as  no 
doubt  th&  British  papers  were  communicated  from  the 
common  fiind  of  ministers  in  England.'* 

The  American  commissioners  at  Ghent  were  Mr. 
Oallatin,  late  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Treasury, 
and  now  Ambassador  to  France ;  Mr.  John  Quincy 
Adams,  a  Massachusetts  lawyer,  formerly  minister  to 
the  courts  of  Berlin,  Petersburgh,  and  London,  now 
SSecretary  of  State ;  Mr.  Bayard,  a  Delaware  lawyer, 
and  a  senator  of  the  United  States ;  Mr.  Clay,  a  Ken- 
tiatcky  lawyer,  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives in  Congress ;  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Russel,  formerly 
m  merchant  in  New  York.  * 

Considering  that  diplomacy  is  much  more  effectual  to 
fMrmanently  aggran^ze  a  nation  than  war  and  conquest. 
It  is  astonishing  that  so  few  governments,  in  the  history 
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of  the  world,  have  availed  themselves  of  its  aid;  XJA^ 
less  we  admit  the  United  States  within  the  circle,  thert 
are  only  three  nations  that  have  successfully  seconded 
their  efforts  at  extension  and  power  by  diplomatic  skill  j 
namely,  ancient  Rome,  modem  France,  and  Russia^ 
The  reasons  why  British  diplomacy  has  been  for  the  last 
five  hundred  years,  in  general,  so  deplorably  defective, 
are  detailed  at  length  in  ^^  the  Resources  of  the  British 
Empire,"  pp.  333,  344. 

Now,  the  only  sound  policy  of  every  nation  is  to  se- 
cure its  independence,  to  augment  its  power>  to  elevate 
its  rank.     Neither  of  these  three  great  objects  can  be 
pursued  singly ;  they  are  inseparably  interwoven  with 
one  another^    The  tiational  independence  of  a  state  can 
only  be  secured  by  an  xmremitted  progression  in  positive 
power,  of  which  a  greater  relative  rank  is  the    neces-^ 
sary  consequence.     It  is  as  much  the  duty  of  states  as 
of  individuals  constantly  to  use  all  honom*able  means 
of  advancing  themselves  in  wealth,  character,  influ^n(!e^ 
authority,  and  power.      All  nations  begin  to  de<3liiie 
from  the  moment  they  cease  to  rise.     Nonprogedi  est 
regredi  is  the  great  political  axiom  of  human  afiairs; 
As  soon  as  a  man  ceases  to  improve  his  mind  by  obser* 
vation,  study,  and  reflection,  his  intellect  begins  to  lose 
ground  in  acuteness,  strength,  splendour,  and  compre- 
hension.    The  ambition,  avarice,  and  ignorance  of  in- 
dividuals allow  to  nations  no  intervals    of  stationaiy 
quiet,  or  drowsy  security. 

In  modern  times,  however,  the  only  European  govern- 
ments that  seem  to  have  acted  on  any  digested  system 
of  national  aggrandizement,  are,  that  of  France,  since 
the  accession  of  Louis  the  14th,  in  l643  ;  and  that  of 
Russia,  since  the  commencement  of  Peter  s  reign,  in 
1696.  These  two  great  monarchs  felt  the  intern^ 
strength,  and  appreciated  the  immense  natural  resources 
of  their  respective  empires^  Although  Louis  did  not 
in  his  own  person  succeed  in  the  ultimate  object  of  ac- 
quiring a  universal  French  monarchy,  he  yet  fixed  the 
ascendency  of  France  over  the  other  European  powers 
on  a  broad  and  permanent  basis<     When  he  ascended 
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T!he  throne,  his  dominions  were  hemmed  in,  on  all  sides^ 
t>y  powerftd  neighbours.  The  House  of  Austria,  in  its 
two  great  branches,  swayed  the  sceptres  of  Germany 
and  Spain,  whose  territories  almost  surrounded  France ; 
the  republic  of  Holland  completed  the  line  of  circumva- 
iation.  Nevertheless,  although,  during  the  last  thirty 
years  of  his  reign,  Louis  was  almost  incessantly  beaten 
by  the  allied  armies  of  Austria,  England,  and  Holland^ 
he  contrived,  by  the  superior  skill  of  French  diplomacy, 
to  enlai^e  his  own  hereditary  possessions,  by  consider- 
able acquisitions  from  Germany ;  to  place  a  Bourbon  on 
the  throne  of  Spain,  to  shatter  Austria,  to  crush  Holland, 
to  cripple  England,  to  leave  France  so  intrinsically 
poweitul,  as  to  enable  her,  under  the  augmented  im- 
pulses of  revolutionary  action,  to  be  an  overmatch  for 
the  other  powers  of  continental  Europe,  not  merely 
single-handed,  but  for  a  combination  of  them  all;  so 
that,  in  1813,  1814,  and  1815,  about  a  century  after  the 
death  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth,  it  required  the  united 
strength,  in  its  full  exertion,  of  Russia,  Austria,  Prussia, 
Sweden,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  aided  by  the  fleets  and 
armies  of  England,  to  rescue  the  whole  European  con- 
tinent from  the  humiliation  of  French  oppression. 

Contrast  the  adroit  diplomacy  of  France  with  the 
^ost  miserable  negotiations  of  England,  at  the  peace  of 
Amiens.  So  low,  indeed,  had  England  fallen  under 
the  degrading  conditions  of  this  treaty;  so  completely 
evaporated  was  that  spirit,  which,  under  the  auspices  of 
Marlborough,  had  rendered  her  the  arbitress  of  Europe; 
that  spirit  which,  under  the  presiding  mind  of  Chatham, 
had  smitten  both  branches  of  the  House  of  Bourbon, 
and  loosened  the  joints  of  the  loins  of  France  and  Spain; 
that  the  Addington  administration  actually  submitted 
to  the  mandate  of  Bonaparte,  and  indicted  Mr.  Peltier 
for  a  Ubel  against  Napoleon,  whom  he  represented  as  a 
ruffian,  an  upstart,  and  an  assassin.  It  was  high  time 
for  Messrs.  Addington  and  Company  to  obliterate  from 
the  memory,  of  the  English  people,  and  to  raze  from  the 
records  of  history  all  mention  of  the  fields  of  Poictiers, 
Cressy,   and  Agincourt,   of  the.  battles  of  Blenheim^ 
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Ratnillies^  and  Malplaquet^  and  to  ^rritt  the  name^ 
Frenck  department^  npon  the  veteran  front  of  the 
British  empire. 

While  revolutionary  France    was    making   herself 
complete  mistress  of  tne  sonth-west  half  of  continental 
Europe,  another  power  of  eqnal  force  (as  imbsequent 
events  proved,)  claimed  a  similar  domihion  over  the 
northern  and  eastern  sections  of  that  district  of  the  globie. 
After  Austria  was  humbled,  Prussia  beaten  down,  the 
German  empire  broken  up,  Fhinders,  HoHand,  Switzer- 
land, and  Italy,  conquered  by  the  Gallic  armies,  the 
political  powers  and  military  forces  of  the  European, 
continent  were  divided  between  the  governments  ofl 
Prance  and  Russia.     These  two  mighty  empires  touch- 
ed each  other  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1813 ;  Ber- 
lin, Vienna,  and  Constantinople,  were  only  three  milita- 
ry posts  in  the  line  of  their  imperial  demarcation.     M 
free  and  secure  communication  between  the  soutJienr 
provinces  of  Russia,  and  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  wa= 
an  essential  part  of  the  system  of  policy  established  bjg 
the  first  Peter.     This  scheme  of  national  aggrandize* 
ment  has  been  pursued  by  all  his  successors,  and  is  at^ 
such  importance  to  the  Russian  empire,  as  never  to  \pe 
abandoned  without  a  severe  struggle. 

Russia  covets  Candia,  Negropont,  and  the  other 
Greek  Island  in  the  Archipelago,  as  posts  that  might 
command  the  communication  between  the  Black  Set 
and  the  Mediterranean.  Oczakow  is  the  key  to  the 
northern  provinces  of  Turkey,  and  is  to  Constantinople 
what  the  Pyrenees  ought  always  to  be  to  Madrid.  Tnat 
post  Russia  will  never  relinquish ;  she  took  it  frx>m  the 
Grand  Signior  in  1737,  when  England  was  mediating 
in  favour  of  Turkey,  with  thirty-six  line  of  battle-ships. 
Russia  has  steadily,  and  successfully,  pursued  her 
scheme  of  national  aggrandizement,  since  tiie  accession 
of  Peter  the  First,  to  the  present  hour ;  in  consequence 
pf  which  she  now  possesses  a  territory  larger  than  all 
the  rest  of  Europe,  with  a  brave  and  hardy  population 
of  more  than  fiftjr  millions,  four-fifths  of  which  inhabit 
her  European  dominions.    She  has  recently  added  Po- 
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liii«l,  as  an  outwork  to  her  empire;  and^  in  a  few  years, 
probably  it  will  require  nearly  as  powerful  a  coalition  to 
stop  her  progress  to  universal  dominion  as  was  found 
necessary,  in  1813,  to  reduce  revolutionary  France 
within  reasonable  limits.  Indeed,  France  and  Rus- 
sia are  the  only  two  European  powers  who  system- 
atically act  upon  the  conviction  that  skilful  negoti- 
ation is  as  necessary  as  victory  in  war  to  augment 
and  consolidate  national  dominion.  The  Trea^  of 
Amiens  gave  more  power  and  influence  to  France  than 
the  could  have  acquired  by  ten  years  of  successful 
fighting. 

Nay,  ever  since  nations  have  fought  to  extend  their 
dominions,  their  progression  in  power  has  depended 
miore  upon  the  ability  of  negotiators  and  peacemakers 
than  upon  the  talents  of  military  heroes.  Every  one 
knows  that  republican  Rome  augmented  and  consoli- 
dated all  her  military  conquests  by  the  consummate  skill 
of  her  diplomacy:  her  whole  history,  during  the  first 
seven  hundred  years  of  her  national  existence,  was  little 
else  than  an  alternation  of  successful  wars,  improved  by 
dexterous  negotiation,  and  of  dexterous  negotiation 
preparing  the  way  for  successful  wars.  Peter  the  First, 
the  founder  of  Russian  greatness,  was  a  profound  politi- 
eian,  as  well  as  an  able  soldier:  he  knew  that  to  con- 
quer in  war  was  not  enough ;  that  not  to  be  conquered, 
in  his  turn,  it  was  necessary  to  retain^  in  peace^  such 
posts  as  could  both  guarantee  the  possession  of  his 
own  dominions,  and  facilitate  the  acquisition  of  fur- 
ther territories.  Charles  the  Twelfth,  of  Sweden,  con- 
quered Denmark  and  Poland;  but  being  no  states- 
man (only  a  mere  soldier),  he  lived  long  enough,  al- 
though he'  died  young,  to  lose  all  his  conquests,  and 
one-half  of  his  hereditary  dominions,  and  the  indepen- 
dence of  his  whole  kingdom,  which  has  been,  ever  since 
his  death,  in  1 7 1 8,  under  the  control  of  Russia  or 
France. 

The  acquisition  of  Notebui^,  now  Schusselburgh,  of 
Nyeskantz,  now  Petersburgh,  and  of  the  islands  of  Re* 
tusary,  now  Cronstadt,  posts  of  no  consideration  to  the 
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obtuser  vision  of  the  Swedish  hiro,  had  secured  tqi  Rus^ 
sia,  for  ever,  the  dopiinioa  of  .the  North  of  Eurbpe^ 
which  is  still  more  extended  and  magnified  by  her  Later 
acquisitions  in  Fihland.  and  Poland.  BythcnuMrerecttit 
accessions  of  teilritory  in  the  Crimea^  and  GeoIgil^  and 
in  the  possession  of  Oczakow>  Constantinople,  Ispahan^ 
and  Delh'ij  the  capitals  of .  Turkgr^  Persia,  and  the 
Great  Mogul,  are  kid  open  to  the  arts  and  arms,  the 
legions  and.  the  diplomatists  of  Russia.  . 

The  war,^  carried  on  by  the-  Ghrand  Alliance,  made  bk 
1686,  between  Germany,  Britain,  and  Holland,  against 
France,  was  one  continued  series  of  victory  for  twenty^ 
seven  years ;  and  yet,  owing  to  the  unskilful  diplomacy 
of  England,  the  peace  of  Utrecht  and  Badstadt^  ib 
1713-14,  ruined  the  house  t  of  Austria,^  the  principal 
party  in  die  alliance,  subjected  Holland,  laid. all  Ge^ 
many  open  to  the  inroads  of  France,,  placed  a  French 
inonaix^h  upon  the  Spanish  throne,  and  annihilated  the 
influence  of  Britain  upon  the  continent  of  Europe.  The 
maritime  war,  canied  on  by  Britain  against .  France, 
from.  1759  to  1763^  was  a  train  of  conquests,  as  wtf 
also  her  land-war  in  the  Nortb-America  colonies,  during 
the.  same  period.  Yet  the  British  were  so  &t  out^na- 
noeuvred  by  the  French  negotiators,  that  the  peace  of 
1 763  laid  the  foundation  of  me  treaty  of  1 783,  by  which 
England  was  shorn  of  half  her  physical  strength,  and 
all  her  national  honour. 

Had  the  British  diplomatists  at  Utrecht  secured,  at 
was  then  easily  to  be  done,  an  independent  monarchy 
in  Spain,  and  given  to  the  United  Rrovinces  of  Hollaiul 
(what,  in  fact,  they  did  a  century  after,  by  the  Treaty 
of  Paris,  in  1814),  a  territorial  basis,  made  by  a  perme- 
nent  incorporation  of  all  the  Low  Countries,  then  the 
Spanish  Netherlands,  with  the  existing  Dutch  donii^ 
nions,  the  independence  of  continental  Europe  prol»thly 
would  not  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  reyolutionaiy 
France.  And,  if  Britain,  at  the  peace  of  1763,  had  r^^ 
tained  her  conquests,  made  in  the  preceding  war,  sht 
might  not  have  been  compelled  to  sign  aw:ay  half,  hier 
empire,  by  the  treaty,  of  178^;  anc^  still  less,(to  aCf 
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kiiowl^djge  me  jjaraitioiint  superiority  df regicide  Prance, 
by  the  |>eaciBOT' Amiens;  in  1802.   '  '-      -i  *    —         -"' 

One  6f  the  most  triuiUphant  issrties  6f  French  diplo-; 
macy,  tvhich  has  alreac^  given  ri?fe  to biie  war  between: 
the  United  States  aiid'England^  and  Vill  probably  ere' 
long  breed  dccasibn  for  another  conflict  betweerf  these 
tvro  kindred  natrons,  Was  the  originating'and  estabtishr' 
iriff  the  doctrine  of  the  ^^  armed  nedtralitq  f '  a  doC^fme-- 
w£ich  gradually  grew  from  sufficiently  lame  be^nnl^ 
into  the  three  sweeping  propositions  whicn  Boiiaparte| 
as  the  French  revolutionary  chief,  and  Mr.  Madison,  ai^ 
our  American  Prei^dent,  laboured  to  compel  England' 
to  receive  as  an  improvement  in  the  system  of  interna-  ! 
tional  law.     These  propositions  are— /^r^^,  Free  ships 
make  free  goods.     Second,  The  flag  protects  the  crew. 
Third,  No  blockade  is  legal  unless  a  place  be  invested 
both  by  sea  and  land. 

This  interpolation  of  national  law  has  no  other  ob- 
ject in  view  than  the  destruction  of  the  British  maritime 
power.  If  ev6r  acceded  to,  it  will  merge  all  bellige- 
rent rights  in  neutral  pretensions.  France,  as  a  great 
land  power,  w^nts  to  annihilate  England  on  th6  ocean : 
she  has  never  been  able  to  accomplish  this  purpose  by 
fair  fitting,  in  open  and  honourable  warfare;  she^ 
therefore,  seeks  to  effect  her  object  by  a  war  in  dis- 
etdse,  which  she  calls  neutrality ;  a  name  that  these 
United  States  readily  adopted  nnder  the  auspices  of  - 
Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr.  Madison,  in  order  to  further  their  ^ 
own  peculiar  views  ajgainst  Britain,  as  well  as  to  second 
the  designs  of  revolutionary  France.  A  most  unwise 
act  on  tne  part  of  America,  because  she\is  ripening  fast 
into  a  first-rate  naval  power,  and  is  therefore  deeply  in^ 
terested  ih  maintaining  bblligerent  maritime  rights.  Ex- 
amine for  a  momeint  the  practical  effect  bf  these  three 
neutral  propositions.  Britain  and  France  are  at  war 
with  eacn  other :  America  remains  neutral :  the  United 
States  carry  on  all  the  trade  of  France,  both  foreign 
and  coasting,  in  American  vessels,  ixlder  the  eyes  of 
the  English  cruisers,  who  have  no  power  to  annoy  the 
trade  oftheif  enemy,  because  free  ships  make  free  goods. 
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The  United  States  carry  a  body  of  French  troops  from 
the  coast  of  France  for  the  invasion  of  Ireland^  and  the 
British  cruisers  must  not  touch  these  precious  transports, 
because  the  flag*  protects  all  it  covers.  The  United 
States  carry  provisions  to  a  French  Wedt-India  Island, 
which  a  British  squadron  is  besieging ;  and|  of  course, 
the  impartial  neutral  cannot  be  molested,  because  no 
place  is  blockaded,  unless  it  be  invested  with  an  ade- 
<}uate  force,  both  by  sea  and  land. 

No  doubt  this  doctrine  is  in  good  odour  at  the  courts 
of  America  and  France,  because  it  gives  the  United  ad- 
vantages of  war  and  peace  to  France ;  and  to  America, 
all  the  benefits  of  a  war  against  England,  without  either 
its  expense  or  danger,  while  it  delivers  up  the  naval 
pow^r,  the  commerce,  and  the  national  existence  of 
the  British  empire,  an  unresisting  and  helpless  victim 
to  the  combined  force  and  fraud  of  the  United  States 
and  France. 

The  origin  and  nature  of  the  first  northern  armed 
neutrality  were  forged  in  the  diplomatic  arsenals  of 
Paris,  partly  for  the  purpose  of  arming  the  navies  of 
Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Holland,  as  a  check  upon  the 
naval  operations  of  England,  and  partly  toprevent  a 
confederacy  between  Russia  and  Britain.  Tne  imbe* 
cility  exhibited  by  England,  in  the  war  that  ended  in 
the  truce  of  Aix  la  Chapelle,  in  1748,  encouraged 
France  to  form  the  project  of  expelling  the  British  from 
North  America  and  the  East  Indies;  to  facilitate  the 
accomplishment  of  which  objects  she  endeavoured  to 
prevent  the  co-operation  of  a  Russian  fleet  with  the 
English  navy.  Accordingly,  in  17^4,  the  French  go- 
vernment proposed  to  Sweden  and  Denmark  an  armed 
naval  convention^  to  protect  the  trade  of  the  maritime 
States,  and  maintain  the  liberty  of  the  Baltic.  Litde 
notice  was  taken  of  this  proposal  by  Denmark  and  Swe*  , 
den,  until  the  events  of  the  war  seemed  to  promise  sue-  . 
cess  to  France ;  when,  in  17^8,  in  hope  of  gaining  a 
share  of  whatever  commerce  or  naval  influence  Englsmd 
might  lose,  they  entered  into  such  a  convention,  under 
the  sanction  of  France  and  Prussia.     But  the  exploits 
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of  the  British  navy,  in  17^9,  and  the  succeeding  cam- 
paigns, together  with  the  brilliant  success  of  the  arms 
of  old  England  and  New  England  against  the  French 
North  American  colonies,  disconcertai  the  measures, 
and  suspended  the  effects  of  this  armed  neutrality. 

The  next  disquisition  on  the  mercantile  rights  of  neu^ 
tral  states  was  brought  forward  by  Britain  herself,  oil 
some  Silesian  linen,  which  her  cruisers  had  captured. 
The  whole  doctrine  of  neutral  claims  was  fully  and  ably 
argued  by  Lord  Mansfield,  Sir  Dudly  Ryder,  and  Mr. 
Lee,  on  the  part  of  the  British  government,  in  answer 
to  the  Prussian  manifesto,  delivered  in  l/^Si  ty  order 
of  Frederic  the  Second.  The  British  High  Court  of 
Admiralty  condemned  this  Prussian  linen  as  contraband 
of  war,  because  it  was  captured  on  its  way  to  France, 
for  the  supply  of  her  naval  canvass.  Yet,  notwithstand- 
ing the  very  elaborate  and  able  report  of  the  English 
crown  lawyers,  the  British  government  finally  paid 
Frederic  for  his  cloth,  and  thus  created  a  precedent, 
upon  Vrhich  were  afterward  founded  the  avowed  preten- 
sions of  the  armed  neutrality  in  1 780.  England  having, 
at  the  peace  of  1763,  given  up  to  France  nearly  all  her 
dearly-acquired  sources  of  maritime  trade,  and  those 
strong  holds  in  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America, 
which  would  for  ever  have  secured  her  naval  superi- 
ority, the  French  government,  as  might  be  expected, 
soon  renewed  its  former  project  of  confining  the  British 
empire  to  the  island  of  Great  Britain. 

France  at  that  time  possessed  but  little  influence  in 
the  Russian  cabinet,  and  being  still  apprehensive  of  an 
alliance  between  England  aad  Russia,  in  order  to  raise 
some  misunderstanding  between'  the  two  powers,  she 
fawned  upon  the  Empress  Catharine,  intrigued  with  her 
fifcVourites,  and  caressed  the  ladies  of  her  court.  The 
'French  also  wrote  verses  and  sung  ballads  upon  the 
heroism  arid  legislation  of  Frederic  of  Prussia,  and  the 

Ktriotism  and  maternal  affection  of  Juliana,  Queen  of 
^nthark ;  they  likewise,  from  1772  to  1778,  gave  tl  e 
King  of  Sweden  lai^e  sums  of  money  tb  repair  his  de- 
09^^  "^vy ;  all  which  was  done,  as  they  said,  to  secure 
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fbr  continental  Europe  *'  the  liberty  of  the  seasi^  The 
unsuccessful  campaigns  of  England  in  the  United  Stattes, 
m  1778  ^^^  1779^  ^^  accessioji  of  Spain  and.  Holland 
to  the  American,  cause^  together  with  the  retreat  of  the 
British  fleets  even  in  her  own  home  seaa,  from  before 
the  French  squadron,  under  d'Orviliers^  seemed^^again 
to  crown  the  intrigue  and  perfidy  of  France  with  cer- 
tiaanty  of  success.  All  thci .  governments  of  Europe  were 
then  Qonyinced  that  Britain  had  lost  America^  and  they 
concluded^  that  her  expulsion  from  the  £a$t  Indies 
would  be  the  roeedy  consequehqe.  The  entire  ruin  of 
the  British  pation  w^s  deemed  to  be  certainly  approach- 
ing, and  the  parcelling  put  of  th^  spoils  jof  her  empire 
became  the  subject  of  general  £scussion  among  the 
several  powers  of  continental  Europe.. 

The  famous  convention  of  armed  neutrality  was^ 
therefore,  drawn  up  and  published ;  and  in  178O  ac- 
ceded to  by  all  the  maritime  states;  even  by  Turkey  and . 
Russia,   together   with    Prussia,  Sweden, ,  Denmark^. 
Frsunuce,  Spain^  and  Holland  ;  and  in  1781  was  acc^ed. 
to  by  the  United  States..   The  Count  de  Florida. Blanca, . 
then  premier  of  Spain,  at, the  instigaticm  of  Franqe^  de- , 
tained  all  neutral  vessels  in  the  Straits,  under  pretence  of. 
the  blocksule  of  Gibraltar,  an(l  answered  to  the  com- 
plaints  of  the  neutral  ministers  at  Madrid,  that  if  their 
sovereigns  would  resist  ^the  similar  claims  of  England 
such  pretensions  would  be.  relinquished  by  Spain.    The 
doctnne  of  blockade,  however,  was  npt^  at  that  time^ . 
pushed  to  the  extent  for  which  the  French  and  Ame- 
rican governments  afterward  contended;  namely^  that 
to  constitute  a  legal  blockade. a  place  must  be  invested 
with  an  adequate  force,   both  by  sea  and  landj,  for  the  . 
oi^ly  thing  required  by  the  armed  convention  of  178Q, 
to.  constitute  a  blockaded  port,  was,  that  there  should 
EQtually  be  a  number  of  enemy^s  .ships  stationed  near 
enough  to  make  an  entiy  evidently  daxigerous ; .  and  the 
definition  in  the  ordinance  i  of  Aur  American  Congress^ 
in^lZSl,  is  to  the  same^f&ct  i  And,  ip  the  conve^ition 
of'  l^e  Bidtic  i  pQweWa,  ,W,  iW)l9,   4^4^  by  Rusftia, . 
Swf<i.e3af  ah^  ,^QpmiarV,  ;^^!^!  ^i^finition  of  blod^ada  j*f  ^ 
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¥.  where  the  disposition  and  nun^ber  of  ships  shall  be 
nich  as^  to  render  it  appar^itly  hazardous  to  enter.*' 
This  same  definition  was  incorporated  into  the  conven- 
tion between  England  and  Russia  in  1801  v.  and  the 
principle  of  that  treaty  has  been  recognised  in  a  solemn 
decision  of  the  highest  legal  tribunal  in  the  state  of 
New*-York. 

The  armed  neutraUtjfy  although  its  avowed  pretension 
was  the  protection  of  maritime  trade  and  indemnification 
for  illegal  captures,  was,  in  fact,  supported  by  the  pne^ 
cedent  which  Britain  herself  had  established  in  the  case 
^the  Prussian  linen.  All  states,  when  once  believed  to 
be- on  the  decline^  like  individual  merchants^  whose  cr&»- 
dit  is  suspected^  must  look  for  a  general  run  or  attack 
^qpoh  their  property.  It  was  so  with  Sweden,  at  the 
death  of  Charles  the  Twelfth;  with  Austria,  atthe  death 
of  Ch^less  the  Sixth ;  with  England,  on  the  ^success  4oi 
die  American  revolution ;  $nd  with  Ftance,  ib  the  first 
tofifutiion  >of  hsar  revolutionary  struggle;  ^  To  sdamtaiii 
th^'poHticaHndependei(U^eof  a4iation,^progre^^  pow^ 
er  is'n€fce»Efaury.    Thecoi^  of  1800,  between  the 

EmpeHMT paul'of  Russia:  and 'the  subordinate  powers  of 
the>forth,  at  die  insti^tion  of  Frimce,  was  planned  and 
acceded  to,  upon 'principles  reiy  different  m>iii  those  of 
the  former  conventions :>  it  began  to  assume  the'  mon<* 
strous  aspect  of  that  new  code  of  li^ti^ity  which-  was 
afterward  promulgated  by  the  two  cabihets  of  St;  Cloud 
and  Washington.  When  Catharine^bfoke  off  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  bi^tween  Russia  and  -  rjevolutidnary 
France,  ^he  signified  her  motives  to  Sweden  and  Den-* 
mark,  and  invited  them  to  follow  her  example,  but  pb« 
served,  that  with  the  ex(!eption  of  France  in  its  then 
irebellious  state,  she  still  adhered  to  the  principles  of  a 
free  neutral  trade, 

•'  But  England  never  acknowledged  the  pretensions  of 
»die  armed  neutrality,  and  pet^istM,  during  the  first  de« 
cade  of  the  French  revolutiona^  War|,  in  capturing  ali 
neiitrd  vessels  employed  in  illicit  commerce  with  her 
eiicimies.  But  the  battle  of  Marengo  and  treaty  of 
iiumsviU^  gave  Prance  such  a  decided  inilitary  and 
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political  ascendency  upon  the  European  continent,  that 
she  was  enabled^  partly  by  intrigue  and  partly  by  menace^ 
to  induce  Paul  of  Russia,  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Pru»» 
sia,  to  unite  in  getting  up  a  second  and  an  enlarged  edi^ 
tion  of  the  armed  neutrality,  which  NeUon  ■committed 
to  the  flames  of  Copenhagen,  in  1801  •  After  the  peaco 
of  Tilsit,  in  1 8O7,  Alexander  of  Russia,  in  obedieiice  to 
the  commands  of  Bonaparte,  again  insisted  upon  en- 
forcing the  doctrines  of  the  armed  neutrality,  to  which 
Mr.  Canning,  on  the  part  of  the  British  government^ 
replied  (18th  December,  I8O7,)  "  that  the  King  of  Eng- 
land neither  understands  nor  will  admit  the  pretemioa 
of  the  £mperor  of  Russia  to  dictate  the  time  or  mode 
of  his  negotiations  with  other  powers.  It  never  will  be 
endured  by  his  Majesty,  that  any  government  shall  ia- 
demhify  itself  for  the  humiliation  (^serviency  to  France^ 
by  the  adoption-  of  an  insulting  and  peremptory  tone 
towards  Great  Britain.  England  proclaims  anew  those 
principles  of  maritime  law,  against  whi(:h  the  armed 
neutrality,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Empress  Catharine, 
was  originally  directed,  and  against  which,  the  present 
hostilities  of  Russia  are  denounced.  .  Those  principlet 
have  been  recognized,  and  acted  upon,  in  the  best  pe- 
riods of  the  history  of  Europe,  and  acted  upon  by  no 
power  with  more  strictness  and  severity  than  by  Rus* 
sia,  in  the  reign  of  the  Empress  Catharine.  Those 
principles  it  is  the  right  of  England  to  maintain ;  and, 
against  evfery  confederacy  England  is  determined,  under 
the  blessing  of  Divine  Providence,  to  maintain  them. 
They  have  at  all  times  contibuted  essentially  to  the 
support  of  the  maritime  power  of  Great.  Britain;  but 
they  are  become  incalcuUbly  more  valuable  and  im- 
portant, at  a  period,  when  the  maritime  power  of  Great 
Britain  constitutes  the  sole  remaining  bulwark  against 
the  overwhelming  usurpations  of  France,  the  only  refuge 
to  which  other  nations  may  yet  resort^  in  happier  times,, 
for  assistance  and  protection.  . 

Nevertheless, ,  France  still  continued  to  clamour  for 
the  liberty  of  the  seas  v  and  in  1 8 12,  Bonaparte  under- 
took to  establish  all  neutral  claims  hy  the  subjugatipc 
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qi  Russia,  in  which,  however,  he  did  not  succeed.  In 
the  same  year,  Mr.  Maddison  also,  as  chief  of  our  Ame- 
rican government,  undertook,  by  a  war  against  England, 
to  compel  her  to  acknowledge  by  treaty  the  whole  of 
the  new  neutral  code;  to  wit^  that  free  ships  make  free 
goods;  the  flag  protects  all  it  covers;  no  blockade  is 
I^al,  unless  the  place  be  strongly  invested  by  sea  and 
land.  The  war  was  continued  by  the  United  States  for 
nearly  three  years,  when,  on  the  34th  of  December, 
1814,  a  treaty  of  peace  was  made  with  Britain,  in 
which  no  acknowledgment,  nor  mention  of  any  one  of 
these  neutral  claims,  was  inserted;  that  is  to  say,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  nations,  as  laid  down  by  Gro- 
tius,  Pufiendorff,  Vattel,  and,  indeed,  by  all  the  great 
publicists;  the  United  States  have  abandoned  these  pre- 
tensions;  for,  whenever  a  nation  goes  to  war  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  obtaining  any  given  object,  and 
makes  peace  without  obtaining  it;  that  object  is  for 
jBver  waved  and  relinquished. 

About  sixteen  or  seventeen  years  since,  a  little  work 
was  printed  in  Holland,  said  to  be  the  production  of  the 
late  Mr.  Windham.  It  contains  some  of  the  most.pro- 
found  and  comprehensive  views  of  the  nature  and  im«- 
pcnrtance  of  diplomacy,  together  with  a  full  develope-r 
ment  of  the  diplomatic  policy  and  career  of  the  differ- 
ent nations  of  Europe,  more  particularly  of  France, 
England,  and  Russia,  that  have  ever  been  exhibited  to 
the  world.  Every  pag-^  breathes  the  energy  and  wisj 
dom  of  an  accompHshed  and  high-minded  statesman. 
Whether  or  not  the  book  has  been  republished  in  Bri- 
tain, or  has  found  its  way  to  these  United  States,  I  am  igr 
norant.  It  well  deserves  to  become  the  manual  of  every 
political  student.  Many  of  the  preceding  facts  and 
observations  have  been  taken  from  it  so  far  as  it  reaches ; 
namely  dpwnto  the  peace  of  Amiens,  in  1801-2,  includ- 
ing the  preliminary  and  definitive  treaties. 

The  great  national  importance  of  establishing  a  sys^ 
tem  of  skilful  diplomancy  will  be  manifest  upon  consi-- 
ieritig  to  what  extreme  peril  the  want  of  such  a  system 
reduced  the  whole  Britisl^i  egipire,  during  the  second  ten 


q66  causes  or  England's 

• 

years  of  the  French  revohitionary  war.     In  that.atiirfiil 
crisis  of  the  worlds  when  England  alone,  single-handed, 
maintained  the  cause  of  liberty;  social  virtuey  aqd  civil- 
ized enjoyment^  i^inst  the  greater  part  of  Europe^  .and 
its  dependencies,  moving  under  the  banner  :of  .France; 
even  then,  theBritish  government  didno^  sufiieiently  cob— 
sider,  how  they  should  best  play  fpr  the*  few  foreigix 
stakes  yet   left  in  their  hands;  but <  most  unwittrngly 
threw  them  also  into  the  grasp  of  their  enemy. 

It  was  incumbent  upon  England  then  to  ^ter  the  ge — 
neral  course  of  her  accustomed  diplomacy ; '  and  sencL 
out  to  other  governments,  as  ambassadcns,  men  of  sounds 
strong,  comprehensive  minds,  of  discreet  habits,  and  con- 
ciliatory manners ;  -  who.  would  always,  pay  a  becoming 
^ference  to  the  national  feelihgs  and  prejudices  of  the: 
t)eople  among  whom  they  reside,    and  yet  justly  and 
honout^bly  consult  and  advance  the  real^  permament  in^ 
terests  of  their  own  country,  in  their  various  diplomatic 
transactions.     Above  all,  it  was  a  matter  of  deep  and 
slerious  import  to  England^  to  keep  constandy.in  these 
United  States  a  resident  minister,  able  to  comprehend 
the  interests  and  relations  of  dietwa  people,  and  of  suf- 
ficient magnanimity  to  endeavour  to  unite  them  ui  the 
closest  bonds  of  amity,  by  promoting  those  measures  of 
policy  Itnd  commerce,  which  would  redound,  to  their 
mutual  advantage;  and  thus,  by  conjoimng  in  the  ties 
of  fricaidship,  the  only  two  nations  on  the  globe  which 
enjoy  popular  liberty,  and  an  equitable  administration 
of  justice,'  she  might,  perhaps,  have  earlier  raised  an  ef* 
factual  barrier  against  that  unrelenting  military  despo- 
tilfm  \i4iieh-  was  for  so  many  years  rolling  together,  as  a 
scrdll,  the- republics,  kingdoms,  and  empires  of.  the  ci- 
vilized world;'  was  so  long  flooding  out  a  tide  of  deso- 
lation; that  having  swept  away  all  the  ancient  bounda- 
ries  itrid  land-^maiks  of  the  fairer  and  better  portions  of 
the  earth,  then  threatened  to  deluge  the  remainder  with 
the  Meters  of  bitterness  and  death. 
"■"  Whttiit  id  recollected/  that  ^tifibassadQrs  furnish  the 
ihteBigeheey  wluch  directs  latt  the  movements  ^f  dleir 
iet^elite^  ^  giivenHwents;  :in^  i^latitni  ti^4breign  powen^ 
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aerhapi  it  will  not  be  thought  that  too  much  stress  has 
faaen,  or.  well  can  be,  laid  upon  the  great  imp^tance  of 
•catablishing  a  system  of  adroit  and  able  diplomacy.  In 
tcfflae  periods  .of  her  history,  Britain  has  seemed  sensible 
of.  this  momentous  truth.  She  has  availed  herself  of 
010  diplomatic  talents  of  Throgmorton,  Temple,  Marl- 
borough, Walpole,  Malmesbury,  and  Jackson.  And, 
if  she.  would  oftener  have  recourse  to  such  negotiators^ 
she  could  not  be  so  frequently  overseen  by  France  in 
her  diplomifttic  pacifications  and  treaties;  nor  be  so 
<pnstantiy  exposed  to  the  perilous  necessity  of  standing 
idan^e^. against  the  armed  combinations  of  other  powers, 
«i^jare  often. blinded  to. their  own  essential  interests, 
tAA  duped,  into  hostility  against  her  by  the  more  dex- 
terana  diplomacy  of  her  Gallic  neighbour.  Jt  must  not, 
however,  be  forgotten,  that  the  negotiations  of  Lord 
Ctetlereagh>  which  in  1814  and  161&  gave  the  Bour- 
faeons.  back .  to  France,  and  restored  peace  to  Europe, 
may  be  reckoned  among  the  wisest  and  most  felicitous 
of  jdl  the  .diplomatic  transactions  that  havo  docurred  in 
the  .history  .of  the  world. 

-.^  The . character  of  a  nation  is  to  be  tried  by  the  same, 
test  as  that  of  an  individual.  Whoever  produces  the 
greatest:  results  with  the  least  means  vindicates  to  him* 
self  '  the  most  exalted  character.  Now,  England,  with 
less  phydcal  resources  and  powers,  that  is  to  say,  with 
lesis  extent  of  home  territory,  and  a  smaller  population, 
has  produced  greater  nationd  results  than  France.  The 
British  Isles  cover  only  a  surface  of  a  hundred  thousand 
square  mileS^  and  contain.only  twenty  millions  of  souls; 
whereas  France  has  a  territorial  basis,  of  nearly  three 
hundred  thousand  square  miles,  and  a  population  of 
niearly  thirty  milUons ;  yet,  in  all  that  constitutes  per- 
manent national  strength  and  power;  nansuely,  a  people 
hardy,  brave,  active,  inteUigent,  and  moral ;  productive 
industry,  commerce,  wealth,  colonial  possessions,  all  the 
qualities  of  good  domestic  government,  in  peace,  in  war, 
in  high  reputation  for  probity  and  honour,  she  is  supe  - 
Fior  .to  France.  The  uniform  testinjony  of  a  ti^ries  of 
4Ri£aries.'pfsn?«s^  that.Whenever  the  Britisk  and  French 
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engage  in  mutual  conflict^  by  land  or  on  the  ocean, 
with  any  thing  like  a  parity  of  numbers^  victory  never 
for  a  moment  flutters  in  suspense  over  Elngland's  na^ 
tional  banner.  Britain,  therefore,  in  spite  of  the  incest 
«ant  errors  of  her  diplomacy,  and  her  being  so  ojften 
out-mancBUvred  by  the  more  dexterous  policy  of  France^ 
is,  as  a  nation,  greater  than  France. 

It  is  also  to  be  remembered,  that,  although  England 
has  never  yet  been  wise  enough  to  retain  in  peace  a. 
^sufficient  portion  of  her  war  conquests,  yet  she  generally 
holds  some  portion  of  them,  and  very  seldom  gives  up 
any  part  of  her  own  dominions.     Whence,  she  is  posi^ 
tively  stronger  in  territory  at  the  end  than  at  the  b^ii^- 
niilg  of  every  war,  although  relatively  to  France  sbe 
does  not  make  herself  so  strong  as  she  ought.     Almost 
the  only  instance  of  her  giving  up  any  part  of  her  own 
<lominions  occurred  at  fiie  peace  of  1783,  when  sh# 
JMgned  away  all  that  part  of  America  which  constitutes 
ihe  whole  of  the  old  United  States,  and  Louisiana,  and 
the  Floridas.     Thus,  by  continually  developing  her  own 
internal  resources  of  intelligence,  policy,  trade,  agricul- 
ture, and  manufactures,  England  has  gradually,  in  the 
course  of  ages,  grown  up  into  a  first  rate  power,  pos- 
sessing, in  addition  to  her  home  territory  and  papulation, 
nearly  one-fiflh  of  the  whole  habitable  globe  in  colo- 
nial territory,  containing  more  than  one  hundred  millions 
of  subjects,  spread  over  the  East  and  West  Indies,  Eu- 
rope, North  America,  and  Austral-Asia. 

The  causes  of  England's  giving  up  so  much  of  her 
conquests,  at  the  close  of  every  war,  and  her  always 
making  such  miserable  peace  negotiations,  are  to  be 
found  partly  in  the  nature  of  her  popular  government, 
which  compels  the  ministry  to  conclude  a  peace  on  al- 
most any  terms,  whenever  the  people,  headed  by  the 
opposition  in  Parliament,  become  generally  clamorous 
against  a  longer  continuance  of  war ;  and  partly  from 
the  ministry  themselves  being  corrupt,  or  wei^;  corrupt^ 
as  at  the  negotiations  of  Utrecht,  in  17185  when  St 
John,  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  Harley,  Lord  Oxford,  sa- 
crificed the  best  interests  ot  England,  betrayed  Holland 
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to  her  ruin^  deserted  Austria  in  her  hour  of  need^  gave 
Spain  to  a  Bourbon^  made  France  the  mistress  of  £u* 
rdpe;  and  all  for  what? — that  a  tory  French  faction 
might  domineer  over  Marlborough,  and  Godolphin,  and 
Somers^  and  all  the  disciples  of  William  of  Nassau 
Orange^  whose  wisdom  and  valour  had  rescued  Europe 
fix>m  the  iron  dominion  of  Louis  the  Fourteenth^  by 
seven  and  twenty  years  of  uninterrupted  victorv^ ;  coT'- 
rupt  as  when,  in  1763^  Lord  Bute  and  the  Duke  of 
Bedford^  for  a  beggarly  sum  of  money,  paid  into  their 
own  private  purse,  sold  all  the  conquests  of  Chatham's 
glorious  war,  in  Asia,  Europe,  and  America,  for  a  peace , 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  the  dismemberment  of  the 
British  empire,  in  1783;  an  event  which  the  weakness 
of  Lord  Norths  administration  imposed  upon  Britain ; 
weak  as  when^  in  1803^  the  Addington  ministry  con- 
cluded the  peace  of  Amiens,  which  degraded  and  weak- 
ened England,  and  gave  to  revolutionary  France  the 
dominion  of  Europe,  and  extended  her  controlling  in- 
fluence over  the  other  three  quarters  of  the  globe. 

Nevertheless,  in  spite  of  these  pernicious  blunders  in 
her  diplomatic  policy,  England  has,  on  the  whole, 
avieraged  an  increase  of  national  wealth,  strength,  and 
power,  during  the  last  three  centuries,  from  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth  to  the  present  hour,  by  acting  on  fixed 
principles  of  liberty,  industry,  enterprise,  justice,  cou- 
rage, and  wisdom.  She  is  in  possession  now  of  a  very 
large  proportion  of  the  commerce  of  the  world ;  her 
empire  in  India  is  immense  beyond  a  parallel ;  she  belts 
the  globe  with  her  colonial  dominion ;  she  covers  Eu- 
rope, and  Africa,  and  Asia,  and  America,  with  her  in- 
fluence. She  has  recently  rallied  the  millions  of  Portu- 
gal, and  Spain,  and  Holland,  and  Prussia,  and  Austria, 
and  Russia,  and  Sweden,  and  Italy,  and  Germany, 
around  her  protecting  banner,  and  led  theih  to  redemp- 
tion from  the  most  galling  military  and  political  bond- 
age that  ever  bowed  the  spirit  of  man  to  the  dust  from 
which  he  sprung. 

In  the  year  1783,  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  ^^  Notes  on 
Virginia,'*  declared  that  the  sun  of  England  was  for 
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ever  set  in  darkness  and  in  sorrow,  never  again'  to  pe^ 
above  the  horizon  ;  that  she  was  oii  the  eve'  of  TCiife 
blotted  out  from  the  list  of  nations;  that  her  liberty  and  * 
glory  h?id  departed  from  her,  and  taken  their  flight' 
across  the  Atlantic,  to  fix  thleir  everlasting  abode  m    " 
these  United  States.     "  Thy  heart  was  fether,  Thomas, 
to  that  wish  T*  But  nearly  forty  years  have  rolled'  their_ 
eventfrd  tide  of  time,  since  the  sage  of  Monticello' croak-"" 
ed,  from  put  his  mountain  cavern,  this  ill-omened  pro- 
phecy—and the  sun  of  England  is  not  set.     Nay,  has  it 
yet  culminated  from  the  equator  ?  Have  iacts  iaiccorded 
with  the  sinister  forebodings  of  this  inauspicious  pro- 
phet? Since  the  utterance  of  this  oracular  dirge,  has 
she  not  broken  down  the  giant  strength  of  revolutionary 
France,   restored  the  balance  of  empire  ^  to  Europe,  ' 
given  peace  to  an  exhausted  world,  and  seated  herself 
upon  an  eminence  of  national  glory,  that  casts  into 
shade  all  the  lustre  of  Greek  and  Roman  frime  ^ 

There  is  no  subject  of  pursuit  more  worthy  the  atten- 
tion of  the  moral  philosopher  and  statesman  than  a  sci- 
entific investigation  of  human  laws,  municipal  and  inter- 
national; which  are,  in  fact,  the  historians  of  the  justice  > 
of  mankind;  while  the  relations  of  political  and  mili- 
tary events  are,  for  the  most  part,  only  the  accounts  of 
their  ambition  and  violence.  What  can  be  more  in- 
structive than  to  trace  out  the  first  obscure  and  scantv 
fountains  of  that  mighty  river  of  jurisprudence  which 
now  waters  and  enriches  the  many  nations  of  modem ' 
Christendom  with  so  abundant  and  fertilizing  a  flood  ? 
to  observe  the  first  principles  of  individual  right,  and 
national  freedom,  springing  up,  amidst  the  darkness  of 
superstition  and  the  pollutions  of  crime,  to  mark  their  *' 
progress,  tintil  the  lapse  of  years,  and  a  concurrence  of 
favourable  circumstances,  brightened  theftj  into  clearness, 
wd  unfolded  them  into  maturity  of  strength  ?  What 
more  instructive  study  than  to  watch  the  progress  of 
the  laws,  their  courses  of  deflection,  of  circuit,  of  ad-  * 
vance ;  sometimes  trodden  down,  and  apparently  lost 
fpr  ever,  amidst  the  tumult  and  conftision  of  domestic 
anarchy  and  external  war ;  sometimes  quite  overruled 
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by  the  hand  of  municipal  power  at  home;  then  victori^ 
(HIS  over  internal  tyranny ;  growing  eventually  stronger j 
dearier,  and  more  decisive,  by  the  very  violence  which 
ihey  have  suffered ;  more  deeply  rooted  by  the  fury  of 
the  tempest  which  scattered  their  topmost  branches 
into  the  air,  and  covered  the  ground  with  their  wither- 
ed foliage  ;  enriched  even  by  the  temporary  desolation 
of  those-  foreign  conquests  which  menaced  their  entire 
destruction;  softened  by  peace,  sanctified  by  religion^ 
Uiipit>ved,  enlarged,  exalted  by  commerce,  by  social  in- 
tei^ourse,  by  science,  and  by  erudition  ? 

in  addition  to  this  course  of  general  inquiry,  the 
i^hmerican  student  ought  to  obtain  that  information 
yv^hich  results  from  an  analytical  investigation  of  the 
com^titutions,  statutes,  and  judicial  decisions  of  the 
united  and  separate  states ;  a  branch  of  legal  learning 
the  more  necessary,  because  the  people  of  this  country 
possess  the  supreme  sovereign  power  of  creating,  alter<» 
ing,  and  annihilating,  at  their  own  discretion,  their  re* 
npective  .governments,  whether  state  or  federal.  And,^ 
merefore,  it  is  peculiarly  incumbent  on  them  to  acquire 
that  legal  and  political  knowledge  which  will  best 
qualify  them  for  the  judicious  exercise  of  so  important  a 
privilege,  so  difficult  a  duty,  so  dangerous  an  experi-^ 
ment.  By  carefully  examining  our  different  consti- 
tutions, statutes,  and  judicial  decisions,  by  comparing 
them  togethery  and,  at  the  same  time,  referring  to  the 
i^ous  degrees  of  order  and  prosperity,  the  condition 
of  society,  and  the  standard  of  religion  and  morals  in 
each  particular  state,  an  accurate  estimate  might  be 
formed  of  the  relative  excellences  and  defects  of  the 
difierent  constitutions  and  legal  codes  of  the  Union; 
and  a  pathway  of  light  pointed  out,  by  which  essential 
alterations  and  substantial  improvements  might  be  gra- 
dually introduced  into  the  municipal  systems,  and  poli«> 
tical  fabrics  of  the  respective  states. 

Yet,  n6twithstanding  the  manifest  utility  of  such  in- 
foiination,  and  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  such 
Comparative  views,  however  accurately  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  any  particular  state  may  foe  Iqiown  within 
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its  own  limits,  those  of  other  states  are  very  slightly 
studied  beyond  the  boundaries  of  their  respective  tem- 
tories.  There  are  many  able  and  learned  New-York, 
and  Massachusetts,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginian 
lawyers ;  but  there  are  very  few  American  lawyers  in 
the  United  States ;  that  is  to  say,  men  acquainted  with 
the  constitutional,  common,  and  statute  laws  of  the  se- 
veral different  states  and  of  the  Union.  It  is  to  be 
regretted,  that  an  analytical  examination  of  the  munici- 
pal systems  of  the  general  and  state  governments  is  not 
made  a  component  part  of  academical  instruction  in  the 
colleges  of  the  Union.  Such  an  enquiry  ought  to  fol- 
low a  regular  examination  of  the  institutions  of  Lycur- 
gus,  Solon,  and  Numa;  and  an  analysis  of  the  dinerent 
systems  of  American  polity  and  jurisprudence  ought  to 
be  considered  the  legitimate  sequel  of  an  investigation 
into  the  merits  of  the  political  and  legal  fabrics  of 
Sparta,  Athens,  and  Rome. 

Some  few  attempts  have  been  made  to  establish  a 
system  of  legal  instruction  in  different  parts  of  the 
Union.  For  full  thirty  years  past,  Mr.  Justice  lleevc, 
first  alone,  and  latterly  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Grould, 
an  eminent  lawyer  and  advocate,  has  been  employed  in 
delivering  an  annual  course  of  lectures  on  the  common 
law  and  on  American  jurisprudence  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut.  These  lectures  have  long  been  justly 
distinguished  for  their  legal  precision  and  learning;  and 
have  accordingly,  for  many  years  past,  attracted  a  great 
number  of  students  from  all  the  different  states. 

About  twenty-five  years  since,  the  present  Chancellor 
of  the  State  of  New- York,  as  Professor  of  Law  in  Co- 
lumbia College,  delivered  lectures  the  first  session  to 
forty  students,  the  next  to  two,  and  the  third  to  none, 
when  he  resigned  his  chair.  It  is  no  little  impeachm^t 
of  the  good  sense  of  the  legal  students  of  this'  city,  that 
they  neglected  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  o£ 
profiting  by  the  instruction  of  one  of  the  ablest  and 
most  learned  jurists  of  the  age  in  which  we  live.  I»: 
Virginia,  prelections  on  international  law  are  delivered 
by  Mr.  Nelson,  one  of  the  district  chancellors  of  that 
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Itate^  who  also  fills  the  chair  of  municipal  law,  which 
was  once  so  ably  occupied  by  Mr.  Justice  Tuckfer,  th« 
American  annotator  upon  Judge  Blackstone's  Commen- 
taries. In  Baltimore^  Mr.  Hoffman  delivers  lectures  on 
law :  he  has  lately  published  a  work,  entitled^  "  A. 
Course  of  Legal  Study,'*  which  is  not  only  peculiarly 
serviceable  to  the  student,  but  may  be  perused  with  ad-* 
vantage  by  the  mature  lawyer;  with  so  much  talent  and 
skill  is  its  various  legal  learning  arranged  and  exhibited^ 

If  the  several  states  of  Connecticut,  Virginia^  and 
Maryland,  afford  to  their  respective  students  such  op- 
portunities of  legal  instruction,  is  it  not  incumbent  upon 
the  great  state  of  New* York,  situated  at  the  donffuence 
of  all  the  streams  of  American  intelligence  and  enter- 
prise, as  well  legal  and  moral,  as  commercial  and  poliit 
tical,  to  hegin  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a  general  school 
of  jurisprudence. 

A  difference  of  opinion  exists  between  som6  of  our 
mblest  men  in  this  country  respecting  the  utility  of  /ec- 
tures ;  one  party  asserting  that  they  convey  no  instruc- 
,tion,  however  composed  and  arranged,  while  another 
^insists,  that,  if  well  digested^  and  clearly  told^  they  ma-^ 
terially  aid  the  prc^ess  of  the  pupil  in  improvement. 
Lectures,  on  whatever  subject,  must,  indeed,  for  th© 
most  part,  be  only  a  series  of  compilations,  because  no 
one  can  cvQ^te  facts.    He  can  merely  collect,  by  patient 
diligence,  the  experience  and  observations  of  others, 
wheresoever  scattered  in  voluminous  records,  or  floating 
in  traditionary  forms.     To  such  a  collection  of  mate*- 
jrials^  the  lecturer  must  apply  the  analytical  and  synthe<» 
tical  processes  of .  judgment,  reasoning,  selection,  and 
combination,  in  order  to  exhibit  the  soul  and  spirit  of 
the  subjects  discussed,  condensed  into  plain  and  practi- 
cal results.     This  is  especially  the  case  with  those  who 
undertake  to  lecture  on  law ;  because,  no  private  indi- 
vidual can  make  law,  which  is  the  result  of  the  prac-' 
tical  experience  of  the  community,  embodied  into  au* 
diority,  either  by  judicial  decisions  or  statutes.     The 
teacher  can  only  state  the  law  to  be  as  he  finds  it  al- 
i?eady  determined  or  enacted,  and  thence,  by  induction, 
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derive  gietaierid  Jimnctpleii,  i^pUcable  to  simflar  fecta  and 
ahaloi^ofdi  parhcAilii's. 

Blit  it  ddei  not  therefore  follow  that  lectures  art 
tlisele^s.  Nor  Will  il  suffice  to  say^  th^  student  may 
(ionsuk  the  books,  aiid  compile  a  systeih  for  himself. 
Vriy  few  cah  possess  the  reqtiisites  for  such  a  laborious 
and  ^'tcinsive  tmdertakihg.  A  grekt  cotomiand  of 
boblts,  kl>undant  Teisrure,  itideiatigable  ihddsrtry,  expks- 
rirince  \6  fcriow  where  to  isearcTi,  and  how  to  sfelect  from 
amidst  the  vitst  Vnasses  of  unconnected  p^rticidar  facts 
and  pomtS,  kre  all  nectessary.  Now,  young  xxteti  cannot 
6flen  be  qualified  to  arrange  arid  moidd  faito  shape  and 
syinmetry  the  hu^e  dhabs  of  matfter  that  lies  floating, 
without  form  and  Void,  amidst  the  Aibi'eleSs  ocean  of  the 
law.  Youiig  gentleiheh,  just  emancipated  from  'the  siai- 
liitary  restraints  of  academical  life,  are  not  very  likely 
to  forego  the  pleasures  incident  to  that  vernal  season, 
or  exchange  the  'fascinating  pursuit  of  classical  stildies 
and  *the  belles  letthries  for  the  solitary  task  of  eiidea* 
ydiiring  to  thread  *the  maizes  of  the  legal  labyrinth,  with 
no  Anaclhe  neJ[r  ^6  furnish  a  clue  by  which  to  gbide 
their  bewilcl'ered  stejis.  !Biit,  whiein  the  precept6r*i5  di- 
ligence has  cleariecl  away  the  underwood,  struck  out 
roads,  ahd  marked  distances  throilgh  the  forest,  flite 
stiideht  will  lie  able  to  joilmey  on  his  ^y  with  alacrity 
and  irilproVement. 

rte  who  does  hot  study  at  stated  timcSs,  and  sys- 
feniatically,  studies  tb  little  purpose;  and  it  is  one  great 
benefit  of  lectures,  that  they  inculcate  the  necessity  alid 
furnish  an  example  of  the  utility  of  habitual  and  sys- 
tematic study,  by  pointing  out  tllfe  sburdes  of  'getierol 
Instruction^  by  givirig'practical  results,  tiy  ekhibitiilg'aii 
analysis  of  whait  is  disorderly  and  obscure,  by  d^ing 
but  regular  aiid  periodical  ihforthatioh.  Besides,  itinp 
compilations  in  the  form  of  lectures  are  hecJeStteyiiii  a 
subjcict  so  complicated,  so  vbluniihotcs,  "to  cdn^ttotiv 
Increiasihg  in  bulk,  as  the  law  vaxiit  Ive,  from  its  duty  of 
habitually  watching  over,  guidirig,  protdctlrig,  uiid^ 
hishing  the  circiimstances,  virofds,  and'actioVi^  of  fantoiafa 
Society,  ever  fluctuating  and '  varioiA.    "Sttcciee'dilig  '^Sj^ 
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and  multnplied  researches  produce  new  varieties  of  Iqgfd 
points  and  new  modifications  of  the  principle?  of  ev^- 
dence^  which  should  be  arranged  and  added  in  a  syte- 

.  matic  form  to  the  existing  mass.  The  evidence,  autho- 
rity, and  proof  of  law,  are  all  of  the  cumulative  kind, 
increasing  with  the  increasing  age,  civilization,  growth, 
prosperity,  and  intelUgence  of  the  community.  And, 
by  adding  to  tl}e  long  established  elementary  principles 

.  of  jurisprudence  the  discoveries  and  improvqiments  of 
each  succeeding  generation,  we  improve  the  proportion, 
and  beautify  the  symmetry  of  the  legal  code. 

New  compilations,  also,  are  serviceable  on  all  sub- 
jects admitting  improvements  and  accommodation  to 
the  passing  times,  because  all  men  write  most  success- 
folly  and  intelligibly  for  the  age  in  which  they  live. 
Whatever  may  be  our  admiration  of  the  glowing  senti- 
ments and  splendid  eloquence  of  the  great  writers  of  an- 
tiquity, every  day  and  every  hour  present  our  own  age, 
in  aspects  and  under  circumstances,  that,  for  all  the  pur- 
poses of  practical  utility  and  instruction,  chains,  down  the 
mind  to  the  conteniplation  of  the  present,  and  causes 
its  existing  interests,  passions,  prejudices,  habits,  evils, 

.  conveniences,  hopes,  and  fears,  to  predominate  over 
those  of  the  past  ages,  which  are  already  mingled  with 

.  the  years  before  the  flood.    All  which  applies,  with  pe- 

,  culiar  force,  to  works  on  law,  because  the  legal  code 
ofevery  nation  depends  upon  the  general  improvement 

.  of  4Bociety  for  its  own  progression  towards  perfection. 
In  proportion  as  the  science  of  metaphysics  sheds  its 
light  on  the  principles  of  evidence ;  as  history  unfolds 

*  the  series  of  human  actions;  as  political  economy  teaches 

.  the  relations  between  government  and  people  and  the 

^emei^ts  of  international  law;  as  moral  philosophy  points 

out  ^the  duties  ^and  charities  of  life,  will  the  jurispru- 

,deace  of  a  country  become  clear  and  upright  in  all  its 

provisions,  a  shield  to  protect  the  innocent,  a  sword  to 

-  ^punish  the  guilty,  the  bulwark  of  individual  Uberty,  of 
jAivi^te  property,  and  social  reputation. 

Jit  is  the  opinion  of  some  very  distinguished  writers, 

M,zi!k^:t\ie,^fudy^ih^i(Jiw  invariably  ^ndsrtonarroii;  the 

•  T  2 
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Mansfield,  oi^  Jonei^,  or  Hamilton  ?  The  fault,  then, 
if  findt  there  be,  lies  not  in  the  nature  of  the  study,  but 
in  the  mode  of  studying,  or  in  the  mind  of  the  student. 
The  tendency  of  a  strong  mind  is  to  ^tudy  law,  as  well 
as  every  other  branch  df  intellectual  inquiry,  on  the 
bfoad  ground  of  general  principles.  To  generalize,  or 
climb,  by  an  induction  from  particular  fiicts  to  general' 
results.  Lord  Bacon  calls  the  proud  prerogative  of 
genius.  But  slow  and  feeble  minds  have  no  power  to 
make  general  confibinations.  Isolated  facts  lie  scattered 
up  and  down,  singly,  in  their  brain,  like  dry  and 
withered  sticks,  without  any  bond  of  connexion,  with- 
out any  faculty  of  reasoning  and  imagination,  to  cause 
them  to  strike  root,  and  branch  forth  into  great  and 
productive  principles. 

Such  men,  to  be  sure,  always  make  formal,  minute, 
narrow-minded  ctwe-lawyers.  Yet  it  is  not  the  study  of 
the  law  which  narrows  their  intellect,  but  their  intel- 
lect which  narrows  the  study  of  the  law.  Were  they 
to  pursue  any  other  study  than  that  of  law  they 
would  still  be  narrow-mindra ;  they  would,  in  the  pur- 
suit of  politics,  or  theology,  or  medicine,  be  ca^e-politi- 
cians,  ca^e-divines,  or  cfl»e-physicians,  because  they  are 
case-men,  and  must  necessarily  carry  the  groundwork 
of  their  nature  into  whatever  calling  they  follow  r  must 
preserve  the  dowlass  texture  oi  their  garment,  whatever 
of  embroidery  ot  ornament  they  may  heap  upon  it 
The  standard  of  the  Persian  monarchs,  in  their  ruder 
ages,  was  a  leathern  apron.  In  after  times,  the  sove- 
reigns endeavoured  to  hide  its  unseemliness  from  the 
view,  by  covering  it  all  over  with  barbaric  pearl  and 
gold;  but  it  stiU  remained,  intrinsically,  a  leathern 
apron,  notwithstanding  its  external  pomp. 

The  following  facts  Will  show  that  the  study  of  the 
law  has  no  neces'saiy  tendency  tb  narrow  a  strong 
mind.  When  Lord  Thurlow  was  at  the  bir 'and  c6ft- 
sulted  on  any  great  question,  he  Used  to  make  himitelf 
well  acquainted  with  the  facts  of  the  CjSuse,  aiid  meditsafe 
on  them  patiently  until  he  reached  tiis  tes\at,by  fair  te^ 
soning  on  the  general  principled  of  law,  as  applied  to 
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t^if  <|U€?tioV  V^fore  biix\.  fie  then  repaired  ^o  IN^r. 
(^erW?ur4  liord)  JjCenyon,  the  mpst  le^ni^d  cooimqi^ 
lawyer  i^  Westminster  ^laU,  sir\9i^  %  Mat^h^^  Iw?^ 
8tat?4  tp  \m  th?  facts,  an4  ^^is  omt^  resi^Jlts,  ip  9X4er  t<^ 
see  if  hiq  pQncl\VHW5  cqincided  lyitji  tl?e  ^nJFereij^oe  9f  l?^ 
to  be  dniwQ  from  jjudicial  decisions  on  the  s^me  of  a 
sipiilar  subject.  And  it  almost  iny^riabljf  l^^^ppevy^ 
that  Thurlow's  result,  derived  from  general  rcispxan^, 
viras  in  strict  ^cpordance  with  the  inference  ^2ffnx  by 
Kenyoi^  ffQ^i  an  e:^aminatiop  of  decide^  c^ses.,  ViTh^t 
an  eidogiup^  4^s  this  fact  conyey,  not  only  upo^  the 
cpmpfehensive  sagacity  and  reasoning  npwers  ojf  Lord 
Thurlow,  W  4^9  on  the  W^?4offi  V^d  justice  ot  t^f 
common  law ! 

Lord  £(acon  w?i§  a  profaup^  Hwyer,  ^  s}^eie))tly 
appears  by  his  law-tracts,  an4  pidr^  particularly  hi^ 
'•  Jke^ding  on  the  Statute  of  Uses  "  And,  whether  or 
ipLQt  the  3tu4y  of  the  law  narrowed  his  min4[,  may  be 
discQvered  by  examining  his  *^  Novuni  Qif^goffff^y*  ^4 
his  tresijtise  ^'  fie  Jli^^mc^tis  Sci^iavum;\  ^or^f  In 
^hich  bis  i|tupendpv($  mtellect,  anticipating  the  age  i|i 
^hich  he  lived  by  at  least  a  thousand  years,  bf^  1^ 
doiyn  those  universal  principles  of  investigation  and 
reasoning,  by  which  alone  the  mind  can  successfi^lly 
regulfite  its  search  after  improve^p^ent  ^nd  truth : 

u        ,,        Clarum,  et  venerabile  non^en, 
^<  Geotibil«,  et  nostro  maltuHi  quod  prodidit  orbi.'* 

■n^  .tounciaSons  ag=.nst  the  ,v|c«ring  te»*««iss 
of  the  s^dy  of  the  law,  pronounced  by  Mn  JRwke,  Mx* 
Canping,  and  thp  author  of  the  ^^  Pur^uit^  Qf  Litera- 
ture,'' ^p  to  be  i^nnd  m  Mr,  Qur^e's  §peech  Ofx  Ame-^ 
jjiga^  t^s^tiqp,  deliyei'^in  the  House  ^CQmmons,  on 
the  niufi^eath  of  April,  1 774 ;.  ftnd  in  *n  ^'Anj^wer  to  an 
{nquiiy  iofp  tjhe  State  of  the  Nation/'  written  in  1306, 
\\i  op^ev  to  refute  the  pp$itions  of  a  pelebrated  pampjxlet, 
Wnt*m  conjointly  by  Hr.  Fof  and  Mr.  Brougham,  Mr. 
j^jgfting  f^  stript^res  ojx  the  ^tudy  of  the  la^w  were  calli^d 
h/^K  RS  tbe  wpcHfttment  qfXiprd  RUephoroHgh,  Chief 
^miif».  sX  the  King's  Bepch,  t4  %  <ea,t  m  the  esKecutWe 
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tors  recorded  in  history,  {lome  has  left  the  fgtuncbitipn, 
and  great  part  of  the  superstrycture^  of  her.  civil  code, 
to  the  whole  European  continent— tp  Scotl^d^  to  tfee 
colonies  of  France,  Spain,  Holland,  Swedeij,  a|i4  Den- 
mark. England  has,  in  her  own  island,  c^uriecl  the  aii- 
thority  and  government  of  law  to  a  very  high  emi^en,c^ 
of  perfection ;  and  has  transmitted  her  muxucips^  codi^ 
to  Ireland,  to  her  European,  African,  Asiatic,  and  Am^ 
rican  colonies,  and  to  these  United  States. 

Under  both  the  Roman  and  English  establishments, 
the  common  law,  or  known  customs,  and  the  pr^tice 
and  decisions  of  coiirts,  acquired  equal  authonty  lyitb 
positive  statutes.  Effectual  precautions  were  taken  fof 
the  in^artial  application  of  general  n;les  to  particulfu: 
cases  ;  and  a  surprising  coincidence  exists  in  the  mode9 
of  jurisdiction  adopted  by  these  two  nations.  Ii^  both 
countries  the  people  reserved  to  themselves  the  office  of 
judgment,  and  brought  the  decision  of  civirrigjit*  and 
criminal  questions  to  the  tribunal  of  peef  s,  or  a  juryy 
who,  in  judging  their  fellow-citizens,  prescribed  a  conr 
dition  of  life  for  themselves.  Nay,  the  t^rxn  cqiqi^oa 
law,  as  well  as  the  thing  itself,  is  not  confined  to  (be 
law  of  England.  Sir  Heneage  Finch^  afterward  Jjprd 
Nottingham,  one  of  the  ablest  of  2^  very  Jong  list  of  able 
English  Chancellors,  says,  ^^  that  it  is  not  a  word  new, 
nor  strange,  nor  barbarous,  nor  proper  only  tq  E^gl^4 
but  is  common  to  other  coimtri^3  also.''  ^uripid^, 
more  than  once,  makes  mention  of  the  cpip^ion  la^*  of 
Greece  ;  and  Plato,  in  his. Treatise  o^  ^  republic,  de- 
fines the  common  law  to  be  *^  tj^at  ^hich  is  first  taken 
up  by  the  con^mon  cpftsi^nt  w4  V?agQ  pf  ^  countfy, 
and  afterward  sfinctipn^  by  j^dipiai  dgci^ioiMJ  \  he  ^$P 
calls  it  *^  th/s  gplden  and  ^aqr^d  rHJe  qf  x^^&m  {  ^ 
phr^fie  borrow^  by  jt/prd  Cok?,  when  )^  mA^^  ^^  tJw^ 
commpn  I^w  was  nQ^iJg  ^l^P  twt^  right  r^afip»  ;**  Hj«ftfr 
ing,  douba^fis,  th^t  refined  r^^so^,  ttie  p%riRg  pf  ff^ 
peri  wee  and  wi^^pm,  whQ^e  ^HtfepFlty  »  gei|§niJ}y 
obeyed  by  the  e(}«^eiit  of  aUr 

The  comropn  Hw  is  p«ee\dia^ly  fevcwflra^lp  ^  fte 
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poHticsd^  becauee  it  chemhes  and  esteblish^s^  theses 
tisages  and  customs  of  the  people,  which  experience  has^ 
proved  to  be  practicatly  beneficial;  whereas,  written 
law  is  unfavourable  to  freedom,  by  fettering  the  move- 
ments of  social  action,  and  by  leaving  no  room  for  the 
growth  of  popular  habits  and  customs.  Hence  the 
common  taw  prevails  most  in  the  freest  countries,  whose 
freedom  it  continually  augments ;  for  example,  it  bears 
greater  sway  in  England,  and  in  the  United  States,  than 
in  any  other  country;  because  they  are  the  most  essen-* 
tially  free,  and  substantially  civilized,  of  all  nations,  an- 
cient or  modem.  The  distinguishing  characteristic  of 
the  common  law  is  its  elastic  energy,  accommodated  to 
all  social  exigencies;  alike  fitted  to  direct  and  regulate 
the  tender  infancy,  the  aspiring  youth,  the  matured 
manhood,  and  the  venerable  age  of  nations.  Whence, 
its  limits  are  in  continual  progression;  as  new  exigen- 
cies arise  in  the  community,  and  consequently  new  com- 
binations and  applications  of  common  law  principles 
are  necessary.  And,  as  the  English  and  Amencah 
judges,  following  the  light  of  Lord  Mansfield's  great 
example,  embrace  the  general  principles  of  jurispru- 
dence, the  common  law  will  travel  over  the  dominions 
of  equity ;  and  that  which  is  merely  equity  now,  will,  in 
the  lapse  of  half  a  centu^,  be  established  common  law 
decision  and  practice.  Within  the  last  fifty  years,  the 
common  law  has  embraced  a  considerable  portion  of 
equity  jurisdiction. 

In  England,'  the  common  law  has  grown  with  the 
growth  of  the  nation,  in  arts,  and  arms,  in  religion,  mo- 
rals, science,  literature,  and  civilization.  The  English 
common  law  was  rude  and  scanty  in  its  origin,  contain- 
ing a  few  imperfect  regulations  respecting  person  and 
property,  under  the  Anglo-Saxon  and  Danish  dynasties; 
at  the  Nomian  conquest  it  embraced  the  feudal  law,  in 
relation  to  real  prdpferty ;  afterward  it  incorporated  the 
civii  law,  with  re^rd  to  personal  property.  J[n  the  pro- 
gress of  its  growth,  it  received  within  its  capacious  bo- 
som the  coimiierciai  law;  and  lastly,  has  girded  within 
Its  imnle^surable  belt  the  whole  system  of  international 
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law,  which  tonnects  together  in  the  bonds  of  social  in* 
tercourse  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  civilized  world. 
-  The  criminal  law  of  England  is  in  part  Saxon,  Danish, 
and  Norman,  much  modified  by  subsequent  statutes. 
The  European  codes,  generally,  are  similar  in  their  ori« 
gin,  and  in  much  of  their  progress.  Thus  the  English, 
Welsh,  Scottish,  French,  Italian,  Spanish,  German,  Da- 
nish, and  Swedish  codes,  reflect  mutual  light  upon  each 
other,  in  all  the  essential  points  of  their  respective  juri- 
dical systems.  This  is  so  much  the  case  between  those 
of  France  and  England,  that  the  best  illustrations  of 
the  ancient  French  code  arc  to  be  found  in  the  earlier 
law  writers  of  England;  and  the  best  commentary  upoq 
the  old  English  law  exists  in  the  writings  of  the  elder 
French  jurists. 

Some  of  the  most  distinguished  of  our  American  ju- 
rists are  divided  in  opinion  respecting  the  iutroductioi} 
of  the  common  law  of  England  into,  and  its  authority 
within,  the  United  States.  On  one  side,  it  is  contended 
that  the  English  common  law  is  the  unwritten  law  of 
the  United  States,  in  their  national  or  federal  capacity; 
and  that  the  common  law  of  the  separate  states  remains 
the  same  as  before  the  revolution.  While  on  the  otlier 
side  it  is  urged,  that  no  common  law  exists  in  the  courts 
of  the  United  States,  but  their  whole  range  is  confined 
to  taking  cognizance  of,  and  expounding  the  American 
constitutions,  the  acts  of  Congress,  and  treaties  between 
the  United  States  and  foreign  powers.  It  is,  however, 
admitted  on  all  sides,  that  the  conmion  law  of  England, 
as  it  existed  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolution^  has 
been  incorporated  into  all  the  separate  states,  as  the 
basis  of  their  municipal  law;  subject,  of  course,  to  the 
control  and  modification  of  legislative  provisions. 

Some  of  the  principal  differences,  at  present  existing 
between  the  American  auid  English  law,  are,  that  our 
municipal  code  tends  to  scatter  real  property^  at  the 
death  of  every  head  of  a  family,  whereas  that  of  Edcg- 
land,  by  the  common  law  of  descent,  the  statute  of  en-^ 
tails,  and  the  custom  of  strict  marriage  sett],em€p;its, 
tends  to  accumulate  ^d  perpetuate  family.. gcQperiyii 
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In  th^  4i*tribution  of  personal  property,  the  American 
follbws  the  English,  which  is  derived  from  the  civil  law- 
Our  criminal  code  is  much  milder  than  that  of  England, 
•  which  is  too  severe,  and  encourages  crime,  by  the  uncer- 
tainty  of  punishment;  while  we  augment  crime  by  the 
inadequacy  of  punishment  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  keep 
our  state-prisons  generally  full,  besides  a  continually  in- 
creasing l)ody  of  pardoned  criminals,  let  loose  to  prey 
upon  the  public.  The  courts  of  the  United  States,"  al- 
though they  disavow  any  binding  authority  in  the  Eng- 
lish common  law  upon  them,  yet  in  fact  expound  their 
legal  questions,  whetiier  civil  or  criminal,  upon  com- 
mon  law  principles. 

Upon  tne  whole,  then,  the  best  gitoiindwork  for  the 
earlier  studies  of  the  English  and  American  jurists  is 
to  be  found  in  the  diligent  penlss^l  of  Judge  Blackstone's 
Commentaries,  as  containing  an  admirable  outline  of 
English  law,  both  civil  and  cnminal;  and  then  the  Insti- 
tutes of  Justinian,  because  the  legal  provisions  respect- 
ing personal  property,  both  here  and  in  England,  af tj 
almost  entirely  derived  from  the  Roman  code.  The 
late  General  Hamilton  used  to  say,  that  he  had  learned 
more  of  the  elements  and  principles  of  jurisprudence, 
as  a  science,  from  the  study  of  this  than  of  any  other 
work.  Next  in  order,  should  be  read  the  Book  of 
Feuds,  because  the  English  law  of  real  property  is  de- 
rived from  the  feudal  system,  and  that  of  America  (with 
some  statute  modifications),  from  the  English  law.  Then 
Beawes's  Lex  Mercatoria  will  give  an  acquaintance 
with  commercial  law,  as  an  essential  part  of  the  com- 
mon law;  and  Vattel  presents  a  brief  outline  of  the 
law  of  nations,  which  also  constitutes  an  integral  por- 
tion of  the  conmion  law.  A  work  on  national  law,  em- 
bracing the  questions  decided  since  the  time  of  Vattel, 
is  much  wanted.  At  present,  only  a  few  miscellaneous 
observations  can  be  made  on  some  of  the  defects  in  our 
juridical  system,  which  have  been  partly  borrowed  from 
'England,  and  are  in  part  weeds  of  our  own  growth. 

In  England,  individual  subjects,  to  whom  the  sove- 
reign is  indebted,  have  a  rem^y  in  the  King's  own 


386  INSOLVENT  LAWS. 

• 

courts^  by  a  petition  of  rig  Jit;  whereas,  in  the  United, 
and  s^arate  states,  every  part  of  the  English  com- 
mon law  relating  to  the  sovereign  was  abolished  by  the 
revolution^  whicn  fixed  the  sovereignty  in  tlie  American 
.people.  And  our  courts  only  possess  so  muoh  judicial 
power^  as  is  given  by  constitution  and  statute,  lieither 
of  which  gives  an  action  at  the  suit  of  an  individual 
against  a  state,  or  against  the  United  States.  Whence 
acredit(H*,  whether  of  a  separate  state,  or  of  the  United 
States,  has  no  other  remedy  than  to  petition  the  legis- 
lature to  make  a  money  appropriation  to  tha  amount  of 
the  debt  due  to  him ;  which  is  a  very  precarious  reme- 
dy, as  appears  from  the  fate  of  so  many  petitions  to 
Congress,  and  the  state  legislatures,  by  claimants  on 
the  «core  of  revolutionary  services,  during  that  war 
which  gave  national  independence  and  sovereignty  to 
the  United  States.  There  is  no  legal  mode  of  compel- 
liqg  any  one  of  our  states  to  pay  its  Just  debts,  whether 
due  to  its  own  citizens,  or  the  citizens  of  other  states, 
or  the  subjects  of  a  foreign  sovereign.  Nay,  if  a  state 
violates  a  treaty  or  an  act  of  Congress^  or  any  of  the 
provisions  of  the  federal  -constitution,  there  is  no  le- 
;al  remedy,  because  the  separate  states  are  not  amena- 
ble to  the  judicial  authority  of  the  United  States. 

The  laws  in  this  country  generally  favour  the  debtor, 
at  the  expense  of  the  creditor,  and  so  far  encourage 
dishonesty.  The  number  of  insolvents,  in  every  state, 
is  prodigious,  and  continually  increasing.  They  very 
seldom  pay  any  part  of  their  debts,  but  get  discharged 
by  the  state  insolvent  acts  with  great  faciUty,  and  se- 

.  Crete  what  property  they  please  for  their  own  use,  with- 

.  out  the  creditor's  being  able  to  touch  a  single  stiv^. 

.  There  is  no  bankrupt  law  in  the  United  States,  and  bo 
•appeal  in  these  matters  from  the  state  to  the  fedeial 
courts ;  whence,  in  eveiy  state,  the  insolvent  acts  <^pe- 
ratcAS  a  general  jail  delivery  of.  all  debtors,  and  a  per- 
mcLnent  scheme,  by  which  creditors  are  defrauded  of 
^^ir.  property.  The  British  merch^ts  and » manufac- 
turers who  have  trusted  our  people  doubtl^s  wder« 

.^tand  this. 
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TlirOi^iout  the  separate  states,  whatever  may  be 
ttoe  imde  *6f  B]^mting,  or  the  official  tenure  of  the 
Mpetiot  judged,  the  jtfstices  and  judges  dFthe  common 
pleak,  fti^  ^h^  inferior  cotirts,  are  generally  appointed 
miring  ^esMcrtj  and  receive  their  income  from  die  fees 
of  office;  whencfe  Htigaftion  is  grievously  encouraged 
among  tJle  poorer  t^lasses  of  the  community,  and  a  hor- 
ribte  pervwskdn  of  jwtice  corrupts  the  whole  body  of 
this  c^oHfimdh^eakh. 

The  IMfted  and  'sepairate  States  have  transcribed 
Ihto  t\k!tr  stfittute  book  the  English  laws  against  vsury. 
•A'M  th'^  1>e*  political  philosophers  unite  in  condemning 
teiy  le^t^ktive  intetference  #ith  the  rate  of  interest  for 
Iflie  use  Jof  ilifCttiey ;  «ee  Dr.  Adam  Smith,  Mr.  Hume, 
&r  Jtfin^s  Sttart,  and  particularly  Mr.  Bentham,  who 
demolf^rsttes  the  absurdity  and  mischief  of  jeJI  usuiy 
laWs  ttiost  ccftitelKsively  and  forcibly.  A  single  fact  is 
%iiffi<4^iitto  pYoVe  their  inutility  and  folly ;  namely,  that 
^^  ^legcA  always  differs  from  the  market  rate  of  interest. 
4tt  *countri^fe  abounding  with  capital,  the  legal  is  above, 
^  thoi^^  deficient  in  cwital  it  is  below  the  market 
^rice.  For  Sample,  in  England,  at  this  moment,  the 
legltl  tate  df  intei^^t  is  five  per  cent*,  the  market  price 
'dttfy  three ;  ill  the  United  States  the  average  legal  rate 
Is  six^r  cent.,  and  the  maY-ket  price  varies  from  ten  to 
%vitenty'p^r'^ht.  according  to  the  rapacity  of  the  lander, 
'SiSd'thte^exigency  of  the  borrows.  In  Hamburgh,  where 
-ftfeite  %  ^lio  U8ul»y  latiT,  the  *rtlte  of  interest  is  lower,  in 
^i*dportl6h  to  ^itSs  capital,  ^han  if  sudh  latv  existed, 
4i«c»tfae-ttb^t*ettiiuta  is  rfe^ui^  for  breakihg  it. 

^S»me  »f  dvfr  Wdti^s,  particularly  that  of  New-York, 

-tltt.V^l)brWW*dn;he  English  sy^t^m  of  poor  hnvs.     Now, 

*?hether  "We  'iftlopt  the  theory  of  population  laid  down 

?^  Mr.  Malthiis,  dr  that  -more  recently  niged  by  Mr. 

li%la:nd,b6thbf  Whom  exhibit  greiat  talent,  aiid  a  most 

'ftttthuJllveHJis^lay  of  fetits,  in  support  of  their  respective 

*  j^^q[J6sltteWs,  We  must  be  compelled  to  admit,  that  the 

poor  laws  of  England  are  an  awful  evil  to  thsLt  country ; 

^fi!«:'Atty  ftMffefasJe  the  indigence  Which  th^  profess  to 

^iMaVe/«!fd'feri6imidu^ly  tUgln^itt^t^^  vice^  tpiseiy,  md 
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degradation  of  the  great  mass  of  the  English  people 
Whoever  wishes  to  see  the  details  upon  this  subject^ 
may  tonsult  the  discussions  in  the  House  of  Commons^ 
and  the  Reports  on  Mendicity^  lately  published  in  Lon* 
don ;  and  the  causes  of  the  system  producing  such  per- 
nicious effects  arc  unfolded  with  great  force  and  cledr-^ 
ness  by  Mr.  Malthus,  in  his  Essay  on  Population. 

As  yet,  on  account  of  their  extensive  territory,  com- 
paratively thin  population,  high  wages  of  labour,  abun-' 
dance  of  employment  and  sustenance,  the  United-  States 
do  not  suflFer  so  much  from  the  system  of  poor  law* 
as  England.  But,  as  far  as  they  go,  they  proquce  sub* 
stantial  evil,  unmingled  with  any  good.  In  this  city  of 
New- York,  for  instance,  it  appears,  from  d:  memorid 
addressed  to  our  state  legislature,  in  the  month  <^ 
March,  181 7,  that,  during  the  last  winter,^/S/3fee«  thofU- 
sand  paupers,  that  is  to  say,  about  a  seventh  of  our  whole 
population,  received  alms.  For  several  years  past  the 
numbers  of  our  poor  have  been  increasing,  and  have 
been  attended  with  a  corresponding  augmentation  of 
profligacy  and  crime.  When  the  superintendants  rf 
the  New- York  Sunday  School  Union  Society,  in  the 
spring  of  1 8 1 6,  first  engaged  in  their  labours  of  love,  to 
reclaim  the  children  of  poverty,  idleness,  and  vice,  from 
the  error  of  their  ways  to  the  wisdom  of  the  just,  thejr 
found  the  streets  of  the  city  and  the  habitations  of  the 
poor  one  living  spectacle  of  intoxication.  They  were 
shocked  to  see  the  squalid  misery,  the  loathsome  dis- 
ease, and  still  more  loathsome  moral  deformity  of  in* 
fancy,  youth,  manhood,  and  age,  all  occasioned  by  the 
habitual  use  of  ardent  spirits  among  the  poor,  without 
distinction  of  sex  or  years.  It  is  but  the  tribute  of  jus- 
tice to  the  merits  of  those  estimable  men,  to  dechre, 
that  their  remonstrances  and  efforts  in  the  sacred  caus^ 
which  they  have  espoused  with  so  much  zeal,  charity^ 
wisdom,  and  perseverance,  have  somewhat  diminished 
this  horrible  vice,  as  well  as  lessened  the  profanation  of 
the  sabbath.  / 

It  is  surely  needless  to  expatiate  on  a  fact  established 
by  the  experience  of  all  history ;  namely,  that  whenever 
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the  lower  orders  of  the  oommunity  are  generally  cor- 
rupted in  their  morals^  the  death-warrant  of  their- civil 
and  reUgious  liberties  is  already  signed.  And^  if  suoh 
an  event  has  uniformly  taken  place  in  the  governments 
of  the  old  worlds  where  the  people  are  not  suffered  to 
exercise  any  great  share  of  political  power,  or  enjoy  any 
great  portion  of  political  rights  and  privileges,  how  much 
more  certain  and  speedy  must  be  the  desolation  in  the 
United  States,  all  of  whose  governments  have  their 
foiuidations  laid  broad  and  deep  in  the  popular  sove^ 
reignty,  and  all  of  whose  institutions  rest,  ultimately, 

ri  the  basis  of  popular  opinion  ?  It  requires  no  pro- 
ie  inspiration  to  foretel  the  rapid  dissolution  of  a 
government,  planted  in  the  soil  of  universal  sufirage, 
when  once  its  electors  have  become  deaf  to  the  calls  of 
duty,  by  the  long-continued  habit  of  iniquity,  and  when 
the  mere  sale  of  their  votes  to  the  highest  bidder  msty 
be  considered  as  one  of  the  least  dark  in  the  long  cata* 
logue  of  their  accustomed  crimes. 

The  chief  cause  of  the  degradation  and  misery  in  our 
paupers,  doubtless,  is  to  be  found  in  that  system  of  poor- 
ULWS,  which  we  have  faithfiilly  transcribed  from  the 
English  statute  book  into  our  own  legal  code- — a  sys* 
tern  by  which  the  English  poor  have  been  materially 
injured  in  their  morals,  their  habits  of  industry,  their 
sense  of  character,  in  all  that  contributes  to  give 
strength   and   permanency   to   national  prosperity;  a 

Sstem  first  adopted  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  since 
at  time  swollen,  by  successive  statutes  and  innumer- 
able judicial  decisions,  into  a  voluminous  and  frightful 
code.  The  same  causes  invariably  produce  the  same 
effects,  when  applied  to  the  same  circumstances ;  and 
dierefore,  although  at  present,  owing  to  our  thin  po- 
pulation, abundance  of  wages,  provisions,  and  work, 
and  the  small  pujblic  expenditure,  the  burden  of  the 
poor  rates  does  not  press  with  so  very  alarming  a 
weight,  yet  it  is  an  evil  in  perpetual  progressiony  and 
will  ccmtinue  to  eat  into  and  gangrene  the  life  organs 
of  the  commonwealth,  precisely  in  proportion  as  the 
people  shall  continue  to  augment  in  number,  and  agri- 

u 
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culture^  trade,  and  manufactures,  continue  to  swell  tht 
tide  of  individual  wealth.  Such  Jias  been  the  progress 
of  this  'system  in  England,  and  such  must  be  ito  course 
in  the  United  States,  unless  the  legislature,  in  its  wis- 
dom and  mercy^  see  fit  to  annihilate  or  alter  the  whole 
code  of  poor4aws. 

Man  IS  by  nature  an  i^f/eanimal ;  and,  generally  speak-  - 
ingi  shrinks  from  labour,  unless  impelled  by  necessity.  . 
But  the  poor-law  system  takes  away  this  universal  im-  - 
pulse  to  industry,  by  reheving  all  the  needy  that  apjJy  ^ 
for  help ;  thus,  in  &ct,  encouraging  that  very  .  idleness -s 
which  is  the  original  and  hereditary  sin  of  our  commons 
nature.  Nor  is  idleness  ever  a  solitary  vice :  it  leads^ 
almost  of  necessity  its  votaries  to  intemperance,  fraud,^ 
theft,  and  those  still  more  atrocious  crimes  which  shjlc 
the  foundations  of  human  society.  The  Spanish 
verb  is,  ^^  the  devil  tempts  other  people,  but  idle  peopl 
tempt  the  devil."  If  the  Spaniards  would  profit  by  the 
good  sense  of  their  own  proverb,  they  would  soon  ex— 
hibit  a  beautiful  and  splendid  contrast  to  the  midnight 
darkness  of  sloth  and  slavery  which  now  enshrouds  their  ] 
religiofks sentiments,  their  political  opinions,  their  public 
liberty,  their  individual  enterprise.  The  legislature  of 
this  country,  and  more  particularly  of  our  own  state, 
is  {^ed  upon  by  the  voice  of  duty,  as  they  regard  the 
welfare  of  the  people  committed  to  their  charge,  to 
check  the  growth  of  an  evil,  whose  unchecked  progress 
must  eventually  convert  the  great  mass  of  our  commu- 
iiity  into  idle,  intemperate,  profligate  beings,  and  through 
their  instrumentality  consign  our  civil  and  religious  li- 
berties, our  political  and  soeial  institutions,  the  pride  and 
ornament  of  an  enligntened  age,  our  private  consola- 
tions, and  public  defences,  the  incentives  to  exertion, 
the  Hght  of  hope,  and  the  love  of  life,  to  the  silence  and 
forgetfulness  of  the  sepulchre. 

I  cannot  close  this  very  slight  summary  of  a  few  of 
the  defects  of  our  legal  system,  witliout  noticing  the  ra- 
dically iYnperfect  organization  of  our  New- York  Owr/ o^ 
Errors y  which  cannot  be  done  better  than  in  t^ie  wordj 
of  Mr.  Platt^  now  one  of  the  judges  of  our  supreme 
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•ourt^  but  sitting  as  a  senator  of  our  state^  when  he 
made  the  following  observations^  respecting  our  highest 
judicial  tribunal. 

The  New- York  State  Constitution  provides,  that  a 
court  for  the  trial  of  impeachments,  and  correction  of 
errors,  shall  consist  of  the  President  of  the  Senate,  the 
Senators,  Chancellor,  and  Judges  of  the  supreme  court, 
or  the  majority  of  them.  "  I  cannot  admit,*'  says  Mr. 
Justice  Piatt,  "  the  doctrine  of  immutahility  in  the  de- 
cisions of  this  court,  to  the  unqualified  extent  claimed 
by  the  plaintiffs  cou-isel.  The  decisions  of  courts  are 
not  the  law,  but  only  evidence  of  law.  And  this  evidence 
is  stronger  or  weaker,  according  to  the  number  and 
uniformity  of  adjudications,  the  unanimity  or  dissension 
of  the  judges,  the  solidity  of  the  reasons  on  which  the 
decisions  are  founded,  and  the  perspicuity  and  precision 
with  which  those  reasons  are  expressed.  The  weight 
and  authority  of  judicial  decisions  depend  also  on  the 
character  and  temper  of  the  times  in  which  they  are 
pi^nounced.  An  adjudication  at  a  moment  when  tur- 
bulent passions,  or  revolutionary  phrensies  prevail,  de- 
serves much  less  respect  than  if  it  were  made  at  a  sea- 
son p^ropitious  to  impartial  inquiry  and  calm  deliberation. 
The  peculiar  organization  and  practice  of  this  court 
render  it  difficult  to  establish  a  system  of  precedents. 
In  the  supreme  court,  the  judges  confer  together,  com- 
pare opinions,  weigh  each  others  reasons,  and  elicit 
light  from  each  other.  If  they  agree,  one  is  usually  de- 
legated by  the  others,  not  only  to  pronounce  judgment, 
but  to  assigti  reasons  for  the  whole  bench.  But  even 
in  that  court,  and  in  the  courts  of  Westminster-JIall, 
the  judges  who  silently  acquiesce  in  the  result  do  ruxt 
consider  themselves  bound  to  recognize  as  law  all  the 
dicta  of  the  judge  who  delivers  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
In  this  Court  of  Errors,  the  members  never  hold  any 
previous  consultation  together :  we  vote  for  the  most 
part  as  in  our  legislative  capacity.  Few  assign  any 
reasons,  and  fewer  still  give  written  opinions,  which 
may  be  reported.  For  these  reasons,  I  think  it  would 
be  extravagant  and  dangerous  to  consider  the  dicta  and 
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opinions  of  a  single  member,  as  settling  definitively  the 
law  of  the  land,  on  ail  the  points  on  which  he  chooses 
to  give  opinions,  or  to  assign  reasons.** 

The  House  of  Lords  in  England,  in  relation  to*  its 
being  the  highest  legal  tribunal  in  the  empire,  is  liable 
to  nearly  the  same  objections  which  Mr^  Justice  Piatt 
urges  against  the  Court  of  Errors  in  this  state.  Bat 
in  England,  on  every  question  of  law,  the  peers^  bod^ 
clerical  and  lay,  are  in  the  habit  of  trusting  implicitly 
to  the  opinions  of  the  twelve  judges ;  whereas,  in 
New- York,  oiir  judges  have  not  always  the  weight 
in  the  decisions  of  the  Court  of  Errors  which  their 
acknowledged  talents  and  learning  ought,  in  all  places, 
to  command.  It  would  be  exceedingly  beneficial  to 
this  state,  if  a  convention  of  the  people  were  called 
for  the  purpose  of  altering  the  constitution^  at  least 
in  three  particulars ;  namely,  constituting  a  Court  of 
Errors  entirely  of /e^a/ characters  ;  abolishing  the  limi*- 
tation  as  to  age  in  the  official  tenure  of  our  judges; 
and  annihilating  the  Council  of  Appointment^  that 
our  governor  might  be  a  single,  responsible,  executive 
magistrate. 

It  is  a  common  complaint,  that  the  American  bar  is 
overstocked.  With  what  ? — with  talent  and  learning. 
This,  I  believe,  is  not  asserted,  and  would  be  difficult  to 
demonstrate  ;  since  no  community,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
can  be  so  overstocked,  because  native  talent  is  a  plant 
of  rare  growth,  and  still  rarer  cultivation,  in  every  i^ 
and  country.  But  our  bar  is  overstocked  with  numbers. 
Grant  the  fact ;  and  ask  if  talent  and  learning  have  any 
thing'to  fear  from  unnumbered  combinations  of  dulness* 
and  ignorance.  Can  mere  numbers  of  persons,  who 
either  neglect  to  exercise  their  understandings^  or  who  ^ 
have  no  minds  to  exercise,  stop  the  progress  of  the 
combined  force  of  talent,  industry,  and  learning,  in  a 
profession  where  success  so  mainly  depends  upon  the 
public  display  of  genius  and  knowledge?  Did  the 
shades  of  Tartarus,  the  unsubstantial  forms  that  hovered 
round  bis  path,  impede  for  a  moment  the  march  cf 
i£neas  onward  to  Elysium  ?  -  ^    - 
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Whether  or  not  our  bar  be  *  overstocked  with  nunu 
berSi  I  am  ignorant,  having  no  data  on  which  to  calcu- 
late with  any  degree  of  certainty  and  precision,  if  the 
annual  increase  of  lawyers  averages  a  greater  propor- 
tion than  it  ought  to  bear  to  the  yearly  augmentation  of 
wealth  and  populaticm  in  the  United  States.     But  if  the 
bar  be,  at  present,  overstocked  with  numbers,  it  is  of  no 
importance.     It  is  merely  a  loca]  and  temporary  incon- 
venience, which,  when  left  to  itself,  will  soon  find  its 
own  remedy;  for  the  quantity  of  every  commodity 
always  suits'  itself,  ultimately,  to  the  effectual  demand 
of  die  existing  market.    Apply  this  doctrine  to  the  law, 
and  lawyers,  and  there  need  be  no  alarm  as  to  the  con- 
sequences of  an  excessive  influx  of  students.     If  the  bar 
be  understocked,  the  practice  of  its  members  will  be 
so  abimdant  and  lucrative,  as  to  oifer  a  high  bounty  for 
an  immediate  supply  of  new  recruits.     If-  it  be  over- 
stocked, the  practice  will  be  so  monopolized  by  its  abler 
sons,  as  to  speak  to  the  less  efficient  barristers  in  the 
very  intelligible  language  of  nakedness  and  hunger,  that 
the  bar  is  no  place  for  them ;  that  it  opens  no  market 
for  the  vent  of  their  wares;  that  its  cardinal  pillars  are 
not  ignorance  and  idleness ;  that  its  walls  are  not  to  be 
'  buttressed  up  by  dulness  and  impudence ;  and  that  they 
therefore  must   betake  themselves  to  some  employ- 
ment more  congenial  to  their  'nature  and  acquisitions, 
than  a  calling  which  requires  the  combination  of  na- 
tive talent,  with  patient  and  persevering  industry. 

At  all  events,  talent  and  industry  need  never  be 
terrified  fromthe  pursuits  of  law,  since^  by  the  very  na- 
ture andcondition  of  men  and  things,  there  never  con  be  an 
overstock,  of  diligence  and  ciq>aci^  upon  the  face  of  the 
earth ;  and  since  thet/^  when  directed  by  prudence  and 
discretion,  cannotfail  of  commanding  success  and  honour 
ih  every  walk  of  life,  and  in  none  more  certainly  and 
more  splendidly  than  the  bar.  Whichever  political  party 
be  uppermost  in  the  United  States,  the  lawyers  govern 
the  country ;  they  possess  more  influence,  and  exercise 
more  power  than  any  other  power ;  they  are  emphati- 
cally the  men  of  business,  and  as  we  have  no  separate 
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corps  of  professional  politicians,  they  engross  nearly  all 
the  high  offices  of  state,  whether  at  home  or  abroad 
With  the  exception  of  General  Washington,  every  P^^ 
sident  of  the  tJnited  States  has  been  a  lawyer;  and, 
without  any  exception,  all  our  ablest  diplomatists  have 
been  selected  from  the  same  profession. 

The  American  bar  always  commands  a  Aill  share  of 
the  great  talent  of  the  country ;  indeed,  it  ought  and  it 
does  exhibit,  in  proportion  to  our  whole  popiHation,  as 
compared  with  that  of  the  British  isles,  a  larger  aggre- 
gate display  of  intellect  than  is  manifested  by  that  of 
the   United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland; 
for,  in  the  United  States,  there  is  no  other  general  out- 
let for  the  Jirst-rate  talent  than  the  profession  of  the 
law.     The  nature  of  their  political  institutions  forbids 
uny  hope  of  their  statesmen  ever' acquiring  any  perma- 
nent power  or  extensive  wealth  and  influence  in  the 
community,  and,  consequently,  offers  no  adequate  in- 
ducement for  the  primary  talents  of  the  countay  to  de- 
vote \k\em^^\es  exclusively  to  a  life  of  politics;  whence 
the  state  seldom  or  never  commands  for  her  permanent 
service  the  first-rate  abilities  of  her  children.     The  jwii- 
pits  of  America  are  not  sufficiently  cherished  by  the 
national  or  state  governments,  nor  sufficiently  encour 
raged  by  public  opinion,  nor  remunerated  by  a  ^suffi- 
ciently ample  compensation,  to  offer  an  adequate  bounty 
tQ  the  highest  order  of  talent.     The  navy  and  army  of 
the  United  States  have  not  yet  grown  up- to  a  sufficient 
size  and  extent  to  vindicate  to  themselves  the  employ- 
ment of  any  very  great  proportion  of  the  first  rank  of 
American  genius.      These  two   illustrious  professions 
must  experience  many  years  of  much  more  active  and 
comprehensive  service  than  they  have  ever  yet  seen, 
before  they  can  allure  to  their  paths  of  peril  and  gloiy 
their  due  proportion  of  the  don^inant  mind  of  their 
country. 

And  in  no  community  has  trade  or  manufacture,  the 
ploi^gh  or  the  loom,  taken  to  \\j&^\ipermcmently  the  ex- 
ertions of  very  commanding  abilities.  If  time  and 
cbaiice  c^t  primary  native  genius  into  either  of  thes« 
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occupations^  after  a  few  desperate  struggles  of  agony  it 
either  seeks  refuge  in  the  tomb,  or,  bursting  asunder  the 
bonds  of  its  condition,  springs  upward  into  a  region  of 
intellect  more  fitted  to  its  inchnation  and  capacity. 
The  bar  then  is  the  great,  the  almost  only  repository  pf 
all  the  highest  talents  produced  and  reared  in  these 
United  States.  'And  the  primary  native  genius  of  this 
extensive  country,  throughout  all  its  separate  state 
sov^eignties,  rushes  onward  to  the  legal  standard,  as 
offering  the  highest  inducements  of  reputation,  wealthy 
influence,  authority,  and  power,  that  the  commonwealth^ 
in  its  present  circumstances,  can  give. 

But  in  Britain,  her  political  institutions,  her  local  si- 
tuation, the  circumstances  of  Eurc^e,  the  condition  of 
the  whole  world  during  the  last  fifty  years,'  have  all 
conspired  to  force  her  primary  talents  into  the  service 
of  her  parliament,  her  executive  cabinet,  her  armyj^ 
navy,  church,  colonial  governments,  and  diplomatic 
squadi*ons ;  while  her  bar  has  been  left  to  explore  the 
mazy  labyrinth  of  jurisprudence  by  the  fabler  lights 
of  secondary  minds*  The  time  has  been,  indeed,  when 
she  availed  herself  of  her  first-rate  capacities  in  the  la- 
bours of  the  law.  She  has  seen  Bacon,  and  Hale,  and 
Hardwicke,  and  Mansfield,  strengthen,  illumine,  and 
dignify  her  seats  of  justice.  But  that  was  a  period 
when  the^e  great  masterHspirits  were  wanted  to  build 
up  and  cope  in,  to  the  fulness  of  perfection,  her  juridical 
system ;  to  reduce  the  decisions  of  her  various  courts  of 
equity  and  law  to  oiie  uniform  level  of  wisdom,  justice^ 
and  certainty,  throughout  all  the  reach  of  her  extended 
empire.  It  was  also,  at  a  time,  when  her  political  cir- 
cumstances permitted  her  to  spare  a  krge  portion  of 
her  primary  talent  to  rear  the  infancy  and  establish  the 
manhood  of  her  legal  system. 

But  for  the  last  fifty  years,  including  the  two  great 
revolutions  of  America  and .  France,  so  severe .  and  un- 
remitting has  been  the  political  pressure  of  England, 
that  she  has  been  compelled  to  pour  out  neai4y  sdl  her 
£ur8t-rate  intellect  over  the  whole  of  her  extensive  do- 
(iWiions,  in  her  naval,  military'^  and  civil  departments^ 
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And  consequently^  as  primary  talent  is  never  profusely 
dispensed  in  any  age  or  country^  she  has  been  scarcely 
able  to  spare  any  of  it  permanently  to  the  service  of  the 
bar;  but  the  moment  she  has  discovered  it; to  have  acci- 
dentally strayed  into  the  precincts  of  the  fbrum^  she  has 
innnediately  called  it  thence  into  the  upper  regions  of 
the  state;  as  she  did  her  Burke^  her  Pitt,  her  Gren- 
ville,  her  Cannings  and  her  Brougham.  Whence,  as 
native  genius  is  equally  distributed  over  all  the  nations 
and  sections  of  the  earth,  and  differs  only  in  different 
countries,  in  its  dcvelopement  and  display,  according  to 
the  circumstances  in  which  it  is  placed,  and  as  the 
American  bar  employs  the  first-rate] talent  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  British  bar  uses  only  the  secondary  ca^ 
pacities  of  Britain,  it  follows  that  the  American  bar 
must  average  a  greater  intellectual  power  than  is  exhi- 
b^ted  in  the  British  forum,  which  is  undoubtedly  the  fact, 
more  especially  in  extemporaneous  public  speaking. 

'fhe  Author  of  "Inchiquin,  a  Jesuit's  Letters,"  makes 
some  spirited  and  eloquent  observations  on  the  Compaq- 
rative  merits  of  American  and  British  oratory,  and  gives 
a  decided  preference  to  that  of  the  United  States,  par- 
ticularly m  forensic  speaking.     He  allows  the  English 
to  be  good  reasoners,  chaste  writers,  and  classical  scho- 
lars, but  by  no  means  equal  to  the  Americans  in  extem- 
poraneous elocution.     The  English  pulpit,    he  says, 
is  learned,  didactic,  phlegmatic,  and  never  eloquent;- 
the  English  bar,  addicted  to  a  bad  style,  and  ungraceful 
elocution;  and  in  parliament   sober  reasoning  prevails 
over  imagination  ahd  rhetoric.     Chatham  and  Burke,  he 
allows,  and  Sheridan  he  is  inclined  to  admit,  as  orators; 
but  they  are  the  only  orators  which  Britain  has  pro* 
duced.     The  few  others  who  were  eminent,  for  instance^ 
Pitt  and  Fox,  were  nothing  more  than  adroit  debaters; 
and  the  great  body  of  public  speakers  in  parliament,  at 
the  bar^   and  from  the  pulpit,  with  great  good  sense, 
and  extensive  acquirements,  are  deficient  in  all  the  pro- 
perties of  eloquence.     To  Ireland  the  palm  of  modem 
oratory  is  awarded,  and  Burke,  Sheridan,  Curran,  and 
Grattan^  held  up  as  bright  examples.    A  doubt  is  ex^* 
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pressed  if  the  United  States  have  yet  produced  a  Cha- 
tham^ or  a  Burke ;  and  an  opinion  declared  that  our  best 
speakers  want  the  finish  of  oratory ;  but  it  is  confidently 
asserted  that  the  Americans  surpass  all  other  nations  in 
aptitude  for  public  speaking,  and  in  flights  of  bold,  vigo- 
rous, and  beautiful  eloquence.  In  their  public  bodies, 
in  Congress,  the  state  assemblies,  the  bar  of  the  several 
states,  and  their  numerous  political  and  academic  asso- 
ciations, there  is  a  much  gi  eater  number  of  agreeable 
speakers  than  in  the  similar  assemblies  of  Great 
Britain. 

These  observations  of  Inchiquin  have  been  con- 
densed for  the  sake  of  brevity,  but  the  whole  substance  is 
preserved,  and  the  reader  is  recommended  to  peruse  the 
original,  which  abounds  in  spirited  eloquence,  and  pow- 
erful efforts  to  vindicate  the  literary  and  national  charac- 
ter of  the  United  States  froih  the  aspersions  so  liberally 
bestowed  upon  them  by  Europeans.  The  preceding 
observations  of  Inchiquin,  however,  require  a  little  mo- 
dification. It  appears  somewhat  sublimated,  to  exalt 
the  public  speaking  in  Congress,  and  the  several  state 
legislatures,  so  far  above  that  of  the  British  Senate, 
whose  superior  eloquence  is  almost  necessarily  implied 
in  the  fact,  that  the  first-rate  talent  of  England  con- 
stantly directs  and  adorns  her  parliament ;  whereas  the 
primary  capacity  of  the  United  States  too  seldom  finds 
its  way  into  Congress  and  the  state  legislatures,  owing 
to  the  causes  already  mentioned,  and  also  to  the  consti^ 
tutiohal  exclusion  of  all  office-holders  from  a  legislative 
seat.  And  it  must  always  be  pretty  much  a  matter  of 
course  for  the  ablest  men  of  every  dorninant  party  to 
lay  thieir  own  hands  upon,  and  place  under  their  own 
immediate  guidance  and  control,  the  great  offices  of  th« 
executive  government.  Whence,  consequently,  in  the 
ordinary  cunent  of  events,  only  the  eloquence  of  the 
secondary  men,  of  that  prevailing  party  at  leasts  can  be 
heard  on  the  deliberative  floor,  whether  of  Congress,, 
or  of  the  twenty  separate  state  legislatures. 

It  is  rather  extraordinary  that  Inchiquin  should  deny 
the  meed  of  eloquence  to  Pitt  and  Fox^  and  consider 
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them,  in  common  with  other  parliamentary  speakers, 
only  as  "  adroit  debaters.'*  Nor  is  it  less  surprising  to 
assert  that  ^^  there  are  no  orators  now  in  the  British 
Senate.'*  What  possible  definition  of  an  orator  can  be 
given  Ihat  shall  exclude  the  names  of  Canning,  Welles- 
ley,  M'Intosh,  Grenville,  Grey,  Brougham,  Lansdowne, 
Peel,  and  many  others  ? 

The  pulpit  of  Britain,  it  must  be  confessed,  is  almost 
entirely  destitute  of  pure  eloquence,  the  poetic  part  of 
oratory,  ardour  of  im$igination,  richness  of  sentiment, 
energetic  and  splendid  expression.  In  speaking  of  the 
sermons  of  England,  reference  is  chiefly  made  to  urrit" 
ten.  discourses,  because  her  extemporaneous  preachers 
generally  lose  as  much  in  elegance  and  connexion  as 
they  gain  in  vivacity  and  vigour,  on  account  of  their 
too  little  previous  preparation  for  their  pulpit  exercises. 
The  sermons  of  England  are  generally  characterized  by 
purity  of  style,  correct  and  luminous  reasoning,  simple 
and  temperate  elegance.  But  they  seldom,  if  ever,  aim 
at  exciting  or  controlling  the  great  master-ps^sions  of 
the  heart ;  nor  do  they  often  reach  the  higher  flights  of 
that  eloquence,  which,  by  producing  strong  and  perma- 
nent emotions,  triumphs  over  the  judgfuent,  and  chains 
captive  the  will  of  the  audience.  > 

It  must  also  be  acknowledged  that  the  British  har 
generally  pleads  guilty  to  the  charge  urged  against  it, 
so  severely  and  peremptorily  by  the  Jesuit,  Yet,  with- 
in the  memory  of  man,  that  bar  has  been  led  by  Mans^ 
field,  Thurlow,  and  Wedderburne,  three  illustrious 
lawyers,  who  were  equalled  by  few,  and  surpassed  by 
none,  in  compass  and  variety  of  wisdom  and  eloquence. 
And  even  now^  in  her  day  of  secondary  lawyers,  the 
honour  of  her  bar  has  been  conducted  to  perfection  by 
Lord  £'r^A:iwe*  felicitous  combination  of  profound  legal 
reasoning  with  splendid  eloquence.  Perhaps,  it  is  not 
going  too  far  to  say,  that  Erskine's  Speeches,  already 
published,  are  the  most  finished  specimens  of  bar  ora- 
tory that  any  age  or  country  has  produced.  This  must  be 
understood,  in  relation  to  the  marked  distinction  between 
th^  forensic  and  parUa^ientary  orations  of  Demosthemss 
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and  Cicero,  whose  bar  speeches  are  not  equal  to  those 
of  Erskine  ;  although  there  is  no  assignable  proportion 
between  his  parliamentary  effusions  and  the  legislative 
energy  of  the  Greeks  or  the  senatorial  majesty  of  the 
Roman  orator. 

He  who  speaks  mare  than  is  necessary,  on  any  public 
occasion^  makes  his  speaking  an  end ;  whereas  he  who 
only  speaks  enough,  and  then  <!ease8,  uses  his  eloquence 
as  the  means  of  obtaining  some  ulterior  end,  some  greater 
object ;  and  is  the  more  effective  practical  being.   Julius  . 
Cesar  always  said  enough;  but  Cicero,  sometimes,  said 
more,  and  was  borne  down  by  the  superior  weight  of 
Cssar's  talent,  efficient  energy,  and  practical  wisdom. 
Many  other  great  men  besides  Cicero  have  in  this  re- 
spect erred,  and  lost  sight  of  their  object,  of  the  business 
they  had  to  perform,  }n  their  anxiety  to  achieve  a  bril- 
liant oration.     Students  of  law  are  more  particularly  in- 
terested in  observing  ^nd  acting  upon  this  distinction ; 
not  only  because  those  among  them  wbo  happen  to 
possess  genius,  are  prone,  in  common  with  all  powerful 
minds,  to  give  the  reins  to  their  imagination,  and  permit 
their  heated  enthusiasm  to  sweep  and  swing  beyond  the 
flaming  bounds  of  time  and  space,  extra  Jlammantia 
Moenia  Mundi; — but  also,  because  the  profession  of  the 
law  itself  can,  very  seldom,  tolerate  in  a  forensic  speaker 
the  bursts  of  deep,  intense,  and  genuine  passion; — 1 
rich  variety  of  imagery,  the  higher  flights  of  poetry,  the 
finer  touches  of  tenderness,  the  celestial  visions  of  a 
sublimated  philosophy,  the  majestic  amplitude  of  a  style^ 
full,  flowing,  fervid,  and  energetic ; 

'*  Monte  drcurrens  Telut  aoiDis,  imbres 

*^  Quern  super  nQtas  aluere  ripas, 

^'  Feryet,  immensusq^ue  ruit  pi'ofqnflo 

♦<  ■■.  ■    ...      ore." 

The  student  should,  also,  remember  the  abroad  line  of 
distinction  between  ancient  and  modem  eloquence.  The 
statesmen  of  antiquity  made  it  the  main  business  of  their 
lives  to  become  great  proficients  in  public  speaking; 
and,  consequently!  granting  to  modem  orators  native  tsu 
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lents  equal  to  those  of  Cicero  and  Demosthenes ;  yet^  as 
they  do  not  labour  so  intensely  on  the  study  of  their  art, 
modem  oratory  cannot  rival  that  of  the  elder  time.  It 
must  be  inferior  in  methodical  composition^,  in  the  dis«r 
tribution  of  the  subjects^  in  the  style^  elaborated  to  per- 
fection by  the  combined' eiforts  of  study^  taste^  and  ge- 
nius ;  in  the  mode  of  delivery,  refined  by  a  long  course 
of  exact  discipline ;  in  the  exquisite  union  of  re&iement 
with  the  most  perfect  air  of  simplicity,  in  the  Qombina-- 
tion  of  art  with  nature.  The  proof  of  this  may  be  found 
by  comparing  the  deliberative  orations  pf  Demosthenes 
and  Cicero  with  the*  parliamentary  and  congressional 
effusions  of  modem  debaters.  Yet,  doubtles3,  the  ex-r 
temporaneous  reasoning  and  /declamation  of  modem 
tinies  are  better  fitted  for  transacting  the  business  of  real 
life,  than  the  morC/  highly  finished  compositions  of  anti- 
quity. Wherefore,  as  all  life  consists  in  actioi}^  it  is  per- 
haps wiser  for  public  men,  more  particularly  for  lawyers 
and  statesmen,  whose  whole  business  it  is  to  be  occu- 
pied  in  the  transactions  of  real  life,  to  accustom  them- 
selves to  speaking  extempore,  which,  althoi^  it  can 
never  render  them  such  regular  and  finished  orators  as 
Greece  and  Rome  exhibited  in  the  best  days  of  their 
high  and  palmy  greatness,  will  yet  better  enable  them 
to  discharge,  with  credit  to  themselves  and  benefit  to 
the  community,  those  various  important  and  difficult  du- 
ties, which  must  ever  devolve  upon  genius  and  wisdom, 
amidst  the  ceaseless  activity  of  commercial  enterprise, 
and  the  everlasting  agitations  of  popular  fireedom. 

It  cannot  be  necessary  to  expatiate  upon  the  benefit 
of  an  habitual  study  of  the  best  recorded  speeches,  both 
ancient  and  modem,  because  they  contain  a  vast  fiind 
of  important  moral,  political,  financial,  commercial,  and 
legal  information,  delivered  by  the  ablest  men  of  the 
most  civilized  countries  in  their  most  cultivated  ages,  as 
the  last  result  of  their  happiest  eiforts,  under  the  inspi- 
ration of  excited  genius,  giving  vent  to  its  efiusions,  in 
•^  thoughts  that  breathe,  and  words  that  bum."  They 
furnish  the  best  models  of  clear,  profound,  and  compre^ 
hensive  reasoning,  illuioined  by  all  the  brilliancy  of  elo^* 
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quence.  They  aiFord  the  finest  exercise  to  the  analyti- 
cal! powers  of  the  mind^  while  tracing  the  golden  links  of 
their  argumentative  chain;  they  enlarge  the  understand- 
ing, and  elevate  the  imagination,  by  opening  the  richest 
treasures  of  lofty  sentiment  and  extensive  thought, 
glistening  in  all  the  splendour  of  appropriate  and  co« 
pious  language. 

The  result  as  to  the  comparative  m^rit  of  American 
and  English  public  speaking  ihay  be  given  in  a  few 
words.  In  the  United  States  there  is  less  learning  and 
science  among  our  clergy,  less  particular  legal  re- 
search among  our  lawyers,  and  less  political  information 
among  our  statesmen,  than  among  the  corresponding 
professions  in  Britain ;  yet,  the  eloquence  of  the  Ame- 
rican pulpit,  bar,  and  senate,  is  more  full  of  vigour  and 
animation  than  that  of  the  British  church,  forum,  and 
parliament.  In  England,  the  college  scholarships  and 
fellowships,  and  various  other  munificent  institutions, 
lend  continual  aid  to  the  learning  and  science  of  her 
clergy ;  the  liberal  and  protracted  classical  education, 
and  the  minute  division  of  intellectual  labour,  giving  to 
one  man  the  single  vocation  of  an  attorney;  to  a  second, 
that  of  solicitor ;  to  a  third,  that  of  conveyancer ;  to  a 
fourth,  that  of  special  pleader ;  to  a  fifth,  that  of  proc* 
tear;  to  a  sixth,  that  of  a  common  lawyer;  to  a  seventh, 
that  of  a  civilian;  to  an  eighth,  that  of  a  chancery  law- 
yer, enable  each  lawyer  to  be  more  profoundly  and' 
extensively  versed  in  the  researches  of  his  own  parti*^ 
cular  department:  and  there  being  a  separate  class  of 
men  trained  up  exclusively  to  the  pursuits  of  political 
life,  who  have,  in  fact,  no  other  vocation  than  to  ac- 
quire political  and  general  information,  and  transact  the 
public  business,  enable  the  British  statesmen  to  become 
at  once  minutely  and  comprehensively  informed  of  all 
that  regards  the  policy  of  their  country,  both  in  its 
home  government  and  its  foreign  relations. 
-  But,  in  the  United  States,  our  clergy  have  moderate 
salaries ;  no  public,  and  few  private  libraries ;  no  fel 
lowships  nor  scholarships  ;  no  learned  leisure,  constant 
preacmng/  aAd  peipetual  jiarochial  duty :  our  lawyers 
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combine  in  one  and  the  same  personage  all  the  various 
vocations  of  an  equity  lawyer,  a  civilian,  common  law- 
yer, proctor,  special  pleader,  conveyancer,  solicitor, 
and  attorney ;  and  our  politicians  constitute  no  separate 
class,  but  are  taken  chiefly  from  our  practising  lawyers ; 
whence  these  respective  bodies  have  no  opportuni^  olF 
acquiring  so  much  learning  and  science,  whether  pro- 
fessional or  general,  as  those  of  Britain.  Yet,  being 
compelled  to  rely  entirely  on  the  resources  of  their  own 
minds,  in  their  various  employments,  and  to  place  their 
ingenuity  and  vigour  in  a  state  of  constant  requisition, 
they  acquire  habits  of  greater  intellectual  promptness 
ana  energy  than  their  British  brethren  who  labour  in 
similar  csdlings,  and,  leaning  systematically  on  their  nu^ 
merous  artificial  props  of  multifarious  inrormaticm  and 
minute  subdivision  of  employment,  exhibit,  indeed, 
more  learning  and  knowledge  on  the  subjects  which  they 
discuss,  whether  verbally  or  in  writing;  but,  in  general, 
jdisplay  less  acuteness,  strength,  animation,  and  resource 
of  intellect  than  the  Americans,  who,  having  fewer 
crutches,  are  obliged  to  trust  the  more  to  their  own  legs ; 
whence,  in  the  United  States,  the  individuals,  and,  in 
Britain,  the  aggregate  nation  is  the  most  powerful.  At 
least,  this  appears  to  be  the  fact  to  one  who  has  had  an 
opportunity  of  observing  the  people  of  both  countries, 
by  a  residence  of  several  years  in  each. 

The  common  law  reporters  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  separate  states  of  New-York,  Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania,  Connecticut,  and  Virginia,  are  fully  equal 
to  those  of  England  ;  and  the  New- York  Chancery  re- 
ports are  far  superior  to  any  that  Britain  has  ever  pro- 
duced. In  a  recent  case,  the  two  crown-lawyers  of 
England  sent  to  this  city  a  joint  and  decided  opinion  on 
a  very  important  question,  involving  an  immense  amount 
of  property,  and  requiring  for  its  solution  an  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  English  common  law,  and  with 
international  law  in  all  its  branches,  natural,  conveu- 
tional,  and  customary.  This  opinion  was  submitted  to 
some  of  the  leaders  of  our  New-York  bar,  who,  after 
due  deliberation,  gave  an  opinion  directly  contrary  to 
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that  delivered  by  the  attorney  and  solicitor  general  of 
England^  and  supported  it  by  legal  references  and  gene- 
^  ral  reasoning.  When  it  reached  England^  and  met  the 
eyes  of  the  crown-lawyers,  those  gentlemen  were  in- 
duced to  reconsider  the  subject,  the  result  of  which 
was,  that  they  finally  retracted  their  former  opinion^ 
and  acceded  to  that  of  our  New-York  lawyers. 

In  fine,  those  who  are  acquainted  with  both  countries 
cannot  hesitate  to  declare,  that,  although  in  particular 
departments  of  legal  inquiry  the  British  lawyers  may 
be  more  learned,  more  minutely  and  extensively  read, 
yet,  in  the  exhibition  of  prompt,  various,  and  vigorous 
talent,  the  bars  of  New-York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston^ 
surpass  those  of  LK>ndon,  Edinburgh,  and  Dublin. 


i    . 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


On  the  Literature  of  the  United  States. 

The  writer  of  a  pamphlet  called  ^^  The  United  States 
and  England^  being  a  Reply  to  the  Criticism  on  Inchi- 
quin's  Letters,  contained  in  the  Quarterly  Review  for 
January,  181 4,''  traces  with  considerable  acuteness  and 
ingenuity  the  causes  which  have  retarded  the  progress 
of  literature,  art,  and  science,  in  this  country.  But  the 
whole  performance  is  miserably  disgraced  by  a  rancour 
of  personal  hatred,  and  a  venom  of  vulgar  scurrility 
that  ought  never  to  be  admitted  into  literary  contro- 
versy; such  weapons  of  warfare  resembling  rather  the 
tomahawk  of  a  savage  than  the  sword  of  a  gentleman. 

Mr.  Southey  is  selected  as  the  victim  of  the  writer  s 
spleen,  and  loaded  with  every  epithet  of  abuse  that 
the  language  of  vindictive  vituperation  can  furnish.  And 
England,  together  with  her  institutions,  religious  andpo- 
litical,  moral  and  social,  is  assailed  with  all  the  bitter- 
ness of  a  foiled  French  jacobin.  It  was  hoped  that  this 
essence  scms-cullottisni  had  long  since  descended  from 
all  decent  society,  both  here  and  in  Europe,  to  the 
dregs  of  the  populace.  Besides,  Mr.  Southey  did  not 
write  the  Review  of  Inchiquin*s  Letters,  which  is  said 
to  have  been  the  production  of  Dr.  Ireland's  pen.  Who- 
ever wrote  that  article,  ought  to  have  known  better 
than  to  indite  such  execrable  trash  against  America; 
and  it  is  difficult  to  determine  whether  ignorance  or 
scurrihty  be  its  predominant  characteristic. 

In  a  recent  publication,  called  '^  Letters  from  the 
jSouth,"  the  American  champion  has  glanced  again  at 
the  sanie  subject;  and,  if  possible,  has  plimged  into  a 
still  lower  abyss  of  personal  rancour  and  scurrility^ 
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than  in  his  former  production.  The  respective  editors 
of  the  Edinburgh  and  Quarterly  Reviews  are  singled 
out  as  the  objects  of  attack :  the  Scottish  editor  is  re- 
prehended for  his  criticism  on  the  late  Dean  Swift,  and 
compared  to  a  "  little  cur  dog  that  yelps  at  the  carcase 
of  a  dead  lion ;"  but  the  most  envenomed  shafts  arc  le- 
velled at  the  English  editor,  whose  unpardonable  crime 
it  is  to  have  risen  from  a  very  humble  birth,  and  obscure 
condition,  into  the  rank  of  one  of  the  ablest  writers,  and 
most  accomplished  scholars  in  Europe ;  and  to  have  de- 
voted his  talents  and  learning  to  the  support  of  the 
government  of  his  country.  Among  other  notable  disk 
coveries,  it  is  found  that  the  Quarterly  Review  is  ^^a  low, 
obscure,  contemptible.  Billingsgate  production."  In- 
deed, the  philosophy  of  these  sans^ddlotte  writers  ap- 
pears to  consist  in  venting  low  buffoonery,  and  the 
coarsest  calumnies,  on  all  that  mankind  generally  deem 
illustrious  and  elevated.  If  a  man  unfortunately  happen, 
whether  by  birth  or  personal  services,  to  be  a  prince,  or 
a  lord,  or  a  gentleman,  he  is  immediately  pronounced  to 
be  both  knave  and  fool  by  these  profound  philosophers ; 
according  to  whose  canons  of  judgment  no  one  possesses 
fiaiy  claim  to  either  virtue  or  wisdom,  unless  he  be  bom 
a  peasant  or  a  cobler.  And  the  whole  patriotism  of 
these  men  consists  in  calumniating  England,  certainly 
without  adorning  or  strengthening  America. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  any  one  should  pervert  a  fine 
understanding,  and  a  fair  proportion  of  information,  by  an 
Inveterate  habit  of  hating  and  calumniating  whatever  has 
St  tendency  to  soften  national  asperity,  to  refine  the  taste, 
enlarge  the  intellect,  and  exalt  the  character  of  man. 
'  The  substance  of  this  writer's  reasons  for  the  apparent? 
y  low  state  of  letters  in  the  United  States,  is,  that  their 
earning,  like  their  riches,  is  more  equally  distributed 
han  in  any  other  country ;  and  although  not  to  be  found 
n  great  masses,  is  diffused,  in  a  certain  degree,  through^ 
mt  the  whole  body  of  the  people.  There  are  many 
causes  assignied  why  literature  has  not  been  more  culti- 
vated oh  this  side  the  Atlantic  ;  the  chief  of  which  are, 
he  facility   of  acquiring  wealth  and    distinction    by 
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other  means^  less  laborious  and  more  certain ;  the  hard- 
ships and  dangers  of  the  original  settlers ;  the  revolu- 
tionary war ;  the  unsettled  state  of  things  for  several 
years  after  its  termination ;  and  the  origin  and  progress 
of  the  French  revolution ;  all  tending  to  divert  the 
American  mind  to  the  love  of  gain,  to  military  pur- 
suits, to  political  strife,  rather  than  to  the  calmer  plea- 
sures of  the  pen  and  page. 

These  reasons,  doubtless,  are  correct,  and  are  urged 
with  considerable  force,  both  of  thought  and  expression. 
It  is  now,  and  has  been  for  some  years  past,  a  subject  of 
complaint  among  our  most  respectable  writers,  that  the 
British  are  too  apt  to  underrate  the  literary  claims  of  the 
United  States,  and  arrogantly  condemn  their  produc- 
tions, as  being,  for  the  most  part,  coarse  and  superficial 
Mr.  Walsh,  in  the  first  volume  of  his  ^^  American  Re- 
view," expresses  his  indignation  at  this  conduct,  in 
terms  pointed  and  eloquent ;  and  Mr.  Washington  Ir- 
ving, in  his  very  interesting  "  Biographical  Sketch  of 
Campbell,"  the  Scottish  poet  enters  more  largely  into 
the  subject,  in  a  strain  exquisitely  touching.  The  c<Hn- 
plaints  urged  by  these  gentlemen  have  too  much  foun- 
dation in  truth ;  and  it  would  be  reciprocally  beneficial, 
if  the  United  States  and  England  were  both  to  abstain 
from  mutual  recrimination ;  and  to  enter  upon  a  friendly 
and  honourable  rivalry  in  the  career  of  literary  exertion^ 
of  scientific  pursuit,  and  liberal  praise.  It  may  be  use- 
ful, perhaps,  to  inquire  into  some  of  the  principal  causes 
which  have  influenced  the  progress  of  letters  yi  this 
country ;  premising,  however,  a  theory  of  the  French 
philosophers  respecting  the  nature  of  American  intel- 
lect, and  its  practical  reftitation  by  Dr.  Franklin. 

The  essence  of  this  theory  was,  that  something  in  the 
nature  and  constitution  of  the  American  soil  and  cli- 
mate necessarily  diminishes  the  powers,  physical  and  in- 
tellectual, of  all  its  inhabitants,  wh^her  human  or  brute. 
This  position  the  Count  de  Bufibn  first  advanced,  in 
his  disquisitions  on  Natural  History;  and  has  been 
followed  by  a  numerous  host  of  philosophers,  who 
maintain  that  all  our  animals  are  smaller  and  weaker 
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than  those  in  Europe ;  that  our  dogs  do  not  bark ;  that 
no  hair  grows  on  the  bodies  of  our  aboriginal  Indians ; 
that  Europeans^  who  migrate  hither^  degenerate  both  in 
body  and  mind ;  and  timt  their  descendants  are  exceed- 
ingly deficient  in  physical  activi^  and  force^  and  in  in- 
tellectual quickness  and  strength.  One  of  these  precious 
theorists  received  an  adequate  entertainment  n*om  the 
Arabs,  into  whose  hands  he  fell  a  prisoner^  during  Bonar- 
parte's  expedition  to  £gypt,  in  1798*  'I^his  French 
sgavantj  in  order  to  escape  manual  drudgery,  when 
qu^tioned  by  his  captors  respecting  his  usual  occupa- 
tions, replied  that  he  had  led  a  sedentary  life  :  the  de- 
scendants of  Ishmael  immediately  covered  him  with 
tar  and  feathers,  and  set  him  to  hatch  eggs,  by  preserv- 
ing a  sedentary  posture  on  them  vfi  the  hot  sand. 

Dr.Franklin,  while  American  ambassador  at  Paris,  un- 
dertook to  refute  this  theory.  He  invited  six  of  his  own 
countrymen,  and  six  Frenchmen,  to  dine  with  him.  As 
was  expected,  the  French  gentlemen,  who  were  all  pro- 
found philosophers,  began  to  enquire  into  the  caiises  of 
the  declension  of  nature,  vegetable,  animal,  and  moral, 
in  America ;  one  said,  tne  reason  why  man,  in  particular, 
became  feebler  in  body  and  mind,  was  owing  to  the  cli- 
mate being  too  hot;  another  insisted  that  it  arose  from 
the  climate  being  too  cold ;  a  third  assigned,  as  the  effi- 
jcient  cause,  the  too  great  quantity  of  rain ;  a  fourth  at- 
tributed the  deficiency  to  too  much  drought ;  while  the 
two  last  demonstrated  that  both  man  and  beast  were 
dwarfed  in  America  from  a  want  of  food  in  the  country. 
£ach  Gallic  disputant  maintained  his  own  side  of  the 
question  with  characteristic  volubility  for  a  length  of 
time :  when,  at  last,  they  all  referred  to  Franklin,  for 
a  philosophical  solution  of  the  cause,  why  all  American 
creatures  are  so  inferior  to  Europeans  in  size  and 
jBtrength?  The  Doctor  very  gravely  desired  his  six 
countrymen  to  stand  up,  side  by  side ;  which  they  did, 
and  exhibited  a  goodly  spectacle ;  for  they  were  all 
stout,  well-proportioned,  tall,  handsome  men  ;  the  half- 
-dozen Frenchmen  were  then  requested  to  stand  up, 
sida^y  side ;  they  did  so,  and  presented  a  ludicrous 

X   2 
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contrast  to  the  degenerate  Americans ;  for  they  were  all 
little,  lank,  yellow,  shrivelled  personages,  resembling 
Java  monkeys*  They  all  peeped  up  at  their  opposite 
neighbours,  and  were  silent,  though  not  satisfied. 

It  is,  indeed,  quite  philosophical  to  measure  eenius  by 
geographical  lines,  and  to  suppose  that  Providence  ap- 
portions talent  according  to  degrees  of  latitude.     The 
limits  of  the  present  work  will  not  allow  the  discussion, 
or  it  were  easy  to  show,  both  by  reasoning,  a  priori,  on 
general  principles,  and  also  by  a  regular  induction  from 
facts,  that  although  individuals  difler  from  each  other  in 
degrees  of  native  talent,  yet  large  masses  of  human  be- 
ings average  an  equal  aggregate  amount  of  capaci^,  in 
.  all  ages  and  countries.     Indeed,  when  it  is  said  there 
must  be  an  average  equality  of  talent  in  the  whole,  or  in 
any  large  portions  of  the  human  race,  in  all  ages  and 
countries,  it  is  only  saying,  in  other  words,  that  man  is 
suhtstantially  the  same  being,  in  body,  mii>d,  and  spirit, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  human  creation. 
Whence,  although  individuals  difler  from  each  othw  in 
their  respective  proportions  of  talent,  so  that  scarcely  any 
two  persons,  perhaps,  bring  into  the  world  precisely  the 
same  extent  of  capacity,  the  gradations  of  intellect  be- 
ing as  various  as  the  forms  and  countenances  of  men, 
yet  the  whole,  or  any  large  portion  of  mankind,  averages 
an  equal  aggregate  of  talent  with  that  of  the  same  num- 
ber in  any  other  age  or  country.     For  instance,  the 
ten  millions  of  people  who  now,  in  1817>  inhabit  these 
United  States,  average  as  large  an  aggregate  of  native 
genius  as  ten  millions  of  French,  or  British,  pr  Greeks, 
or  Romans,  or  any  other  people,  of  whatever  age  or 
country,  ancient  or  modem. 

At  all  events,  it  is  too  late  now  to  oppose  any  mere 
theory  respecting  the  degeneracy  of  men  in  America,  to 
the  iitesistible  argument  of  contrary  facts,  seeing,  tliat 
the  Americans  have,  for  a  series  of  years,  displayed  the 
utmost  intelligence,  enterprise,  spirit,  and  perseverance 
in  all  the  occupations  of  peace ;  and  likewise  exhibited 
the  most  consummate  skill,  intrepidity,  and  heroisni  in 
war,  whether  conflicting  in  the  field  or  on  the  ocean. 
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The  truth  is^  that  the  great  mass  of  the  American  peo- 
ple surpasses  that  of  all  other  countries  in  shrewdness  oi 
intellect^  in  general  intelligence^  and  in  that  versatile 
capacity  which  enables  men  to  enter  upon^  and  prosecute 
successfully,  new  situations  and  untried  employments. 
It  would  be  difficult  for  any  country  to  show  that  it  has 
produced  men  of  greater  genius^  in  their  respective  de- 
partment^ than  Rittenhouse,  Franklin^  and  West. 

The  causesy  therefore,  why  the  United  States  have 
not  yet  equalled  the  most  civilized  European  nations  in 
the  refinements  of  art,  the  improvements  of  science,  and 
the  splendours  of  erudition,  are  to  be  sought  in  other 
sources  than  those  of  any  natural  deficiency  in  intellec* 
tual  vigour  and  strength.  Some  of  these  causes  are 
how  to  be  examined. 

Compare,  for  a  moment,  the  relative  situation  of  a 
student  in  the  United  States  and  in  England,  and  there 
will  be  no  necessity  of  recurriiig  to  physical  causes,  in 
order  to  account  for  the  comparative  inferiority  of  Ame- 
rican to  British  literature.     In  Britain  the  candidates 
for  literary  fame  are  in  possession  of  the  accumulated 
learning  of  several  centuries ;  they  have  access  to  ample 
libraries,  containing  books  written  upon  almost  e^&ty 
subject *of  human  inquiry;  from  the  great  crowding  of 
population,  they  enjoy  the  benefit  of  a  continual  compe- 
tition of  talent:  owing  to  the  great  opulence  of  the 
country,  there  is  a  constant  demand  for  literary  pro- 
luctions,  which  are  multiplied  alike  by  the  magnificent 
iberality  of  the  hereditarily  wealthy,  who  collect  to- 
jether  innumerable  volumes,  and  by  the  spirit  and  in- 
elligence  of  the  middle  orders  of  the  people,  including 
he  learned  professions,  the  country  gentlemen,  the  mer- 
:hants,  the  manufacturers,  and  the  yeomanry,  who  ex- 
,mine  for  themselves  into  the  merits  of  the  writers  they 
»enise;  from  the  liberally  endowed  seminaries  of  edu- 
ation,  both  schools  and  colleges,  a  high  bounty  of 
moliiment  and  honour  is  perpetually  oifered  for  the 
xertions  of  lettered  men;  by  tne  extensive  circulation 
nd  salutary  influence  of  so  many  literary  journals,  re- 
lete  with  various  information,  and  foil  of  the  most  vi^; 
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gorous  displays  of  genius,  the  republic  of  letters  in^ 
Great  Britain  is  lopped  of  its  luxuriance,  swept  of  i 
frivolity  and  absurdity,  cleansed  of  its  dulness  and  ign< 
ranee,  chastened  in  its  strength,  and  brightened  in  i 
ornament,  AH  these,  and  many  other  causes,  are  con^ 
tinually  operating  to  excite  the  men  of  letters  in  BritaiiH 
to  a  display  of  the  .most  enei^tic  and  brilliant  exhibi-^ 
tions  of  talent  and  learning;  and  do  we  therefore  mar-^ 
vel  that  in  every  department  of  literature  and  science^^ 
the  nation  has  produced,  and  still  continues  to  produce;^ 
works  of  such  transcendent  excellence,  that  her  philo- 
sophers, poets,  orators,  historians,  moralists,  and  critics, 
command  the  applause  and  homage  of  their  contempora^ 
ries,  and  ensure  the  admiration  of  all  future  ages  ? 

But  what  is  the  case  with  respect  to  the  United 
States  ?     The  very  condition  of  society  in  this  countiy 
forbids  its  people,  as  yet,  to  possess  an  axalted  literary 
character.     A  comparatively  thin  population,  spreafl 
over  an  immense  siuface,  opposes  many  serious  obsta^ 
cles  to  the  production  and  circulation  of  literary  effij- 
sions :  the  infancy  of  its  national  independence,  and  the 
peculiar  structure  of  its  social  institutions,  do  not  allow 
a  sufficient  accumulation  of  individual  ?jid family  wealth 
to  exist  in  the  community,  so  as  to  create  an  effectual 
demand  for  the  costly  or  frequent  publications  of  ori^ 
ginal  works :  the  means  of  subsistence  are  so  abundant^ 
and  so  easy  of  attainment,  and  the  sources  of  personal 
revenue  so  numerous,  that  nearly  all  the  active  talent  in 
the  nation  is  employed  in  prosecuting  some  commercial^ 
or  agricultural,  or  professional  pursuit,  instead  of  being 
devoted  to  the  quieter  and  less  lucrative  labours  of  lite- 
rature :  the  scarcity  of  public  libraries  and  of  private 
collections  of  books,  renders  any  great  attainments  in 
science  and  erudition  exceedingly  toilsome  and  difficult: . 
the  want  of  literary  competition,  rewards,  and  honours, 
the  entire  absence  of  all  government  patronage,  whether 
state  of  federal^  together  with  the  very  generally  defec- 
tive means  of  liberal  educatioi^,  necessarily  deter  men  of 
high  talents  from  dedicating  themselves  solely  to  tho 
occupation  of  letters;    and  consequently  prevent  the 
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appearance  of  those  finished  productions^  whether  in 
verse  or  proee^  which  can  only  find  an  existence  when 
the  efibrts  of  genius  are  aided  by  undisturbed  leisure 
and  extensive  Teaming. 

Such  are  some  of  the  causes  which  contribute  to  re« 
tard  the  progress  of  literature  in  the  United  States; 
whence  we  have  no  right  to  expect,  while  these  causes 
continue  to  operate,  the  appearance  of  many  original 
American  publications,  beanng  the  stamp  of  very  pro- 
found  fiijcience  or  very  comprehensive  erudition.  The 
literary  taste  of  the  generality  of  our  readers  may  be 
inferred  from  inspecting  the  books  of  the  public  libraries 
in  New-York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston,  the  three  most 
enhghtened  portions  of  the  union.  The  Novels,  chiefly 
English,  with  a  few  bad  translations  from  French  fie* 
tions,  the  sweepings  of  the  Minerva  press,  in  Leaden* 
halUstreet,  are  most  abundantly  used^  as  affording  the 
highest  gratification  to  the  lovers  of  literature:  Plays 
and  Farces  are  in  the  next  degree  of  requisition :  Moral 
Essays  and  History  suffer  a  little  injury  in  the  first,  less 
in  the  second,  and  none  in  the  subsequent  volumes ;  the 
Classics,  elementary  books  on  Metaphysics,  Political 
Economy,  and  Philosophical  subjects,  generally  sleep 
securely  on  their  shelves,  undusted  and  undisturbed  by 
any  profane  hand  or  prying  eye.  Of  course,  this  state- 
ment does  not  apply  to  the  liberal  scholars  who  visit 
these  libraries — they,  however,  are  comparatively  few. 

As  is  the  generality  of  readers,  so  is  that  of  writers, 
m  a  country ;  for  the  literary,  like  every  other  mar- 
ket, must  always  be  supplied  with  commodities  in  qua- 
lity and  quanfity  proportioned  to  its  demand  for  mer- 
chantable wares.  If  the  purchasers  insist  upon  being 
provided  with  nonsense,  there  will  always  be  a  sufficient 
supply  of  that  article  forthcoming  for  the  use  of  the 
home  consumption  trade.  Hence,  as  must  ever  happen 
in  such  an  order  of  things,  the  press  teems  with  those 
mushroom  productions  of  folly,  which  are  engendered 
by  the  conjunction  of  ignorance  with  impertinence. 
Thus,  at  the  first  dawning  of  the  revival  of  letters  in 
$he  south  of  Europe,  the  Troubadors  and  Provengaf 
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writers  deluged  the  land  with  a  flood  of  fantastic  fop 
.  pery  and  childish  conceit.     Thus^  in  later  times^  even 
m  our  own  days^  the  minor  men  of  letters^  the  literatuli 
of  the  age^  enter  into  a  small  conspiracy  against  all  use- 
ful and  solid  information^  and  commit  a  feeble  outrage 
upon  the  efforts  of  genius  and  learning.     And  as  is  the 
case  with  all  weak  animals,  these  self-styled  wise  men, 
instinctively  throng  together  in  herds,  and  while  they 
Wage  eternal  warfare  against  all  exalted  intellect,  inces- 
santly besmear  the  efliisions  of  each  other  s  folly,  with 
the  ignoble  ordure  of  each  other  s  praise.     They  per- 
petually and  reciprocally  lavish  the  epithets  of  '^  inge- 
nious,'* ^Meamed,"  "acute,"  "illustrious,"  "profound,*' 
"  philosophical,"  and  so  forth,  upon  the  dismal  lucubra- 
tions of  themselves  and  their  brethren,  which  afford  na 
light,  but  rather  darkness  visible;  while  at  the  same 
time  they  industriously  raise  the  cry  of  alarm  and  hor-^ 
Tor,  eVen  at  the  sound  of  the  distant  footsteps  of  sense 
and  knowledge. 

The  defenceless  field  animals  are  always  gregarious  j 
always  found  in  flocks  and  herds;  but  the  lion  ranges 
alone  oVer  the  extent  of  his  undisputed  dominion.  True 
genius  scorns  the  knavish  arts  of  popular  adulation:  it 
loves  to  be  solitary;  and  when  surrounded  by  the  cack^ 
ling  of  folly,  it  broods  over  the  inmost  recesses  of  its 
«ouI  in  silence,  and  "  pines,  like  the  melancholy  eagle^ 
amidst  the  meaner  domestic  birds." 

It  is  however  to  be  remembered,  that  although  the 
condition  of  society  forbids  us^  at  present ^  to  expect  in 
the  United  States  many  original  writers  on  subjects  in- 
volving an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  depths  of  sci- 
ence, and  the  heights  of  learning,  yet  there  is  mtich 
more  literary  excellence  in  this  country  than  ever  meets 
the  public  eye ;  because,  as  from  the  comparative  thin- 
ness of  the  population,  as  well  as  from  other  reasons, 
authorship  is  910^  a  distinct  and  separate  calling,  as  in 
some  of  the  more  crowded  parts  of  Europe:  the  best 
scholars  in  America  are  those  who  follow  other  pur- 
suits, in  addition  to  that  of  letters ;  namely,  our  profes- 
sional gentlemen^  the  clergy^  physicians^  and  lawyers ; 
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&&d  some  who  are  not  attached  to  either  of  these  voca* 
tions^  but  are  immersed  in  commercial  enterprises^  or 
agricultural  experiments.  Among  these  different  classes 
are  to  be  found  individuals^  who,  on  general  subjects  of 
learning  and  taste,  need  not  turn  their  backs  to  any  of 
the  literary  veterans  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic. 
From  the  comparatively  small  dematid  for  originat 
works  in  the  United  States^  our  ablest  and  best  in- 
formed men  seldom  appear  as  writers ;  and  the  field  of 
letters  is  left  almost  entirely  clear,  for  the  exhibitions  of 
those  who  are  not  to  be  numbered  among  the  most 
learned,  and  tlie  ablest  men  in  America.  Add  to  this, 
that  the  continual  influx  of  British  literature,  although 
beneficial  in  imparting  to  our  people  new  and  extensive 
information  upon  a  great  variety  of  subjects,  is  so  far 
prejudicial,  as  it  depresses  the  spirit  of  native  literature, 
by  creating  a  fastidious  rage  for  foreign  publications, 
and  an  aftectation  of  contempt  for  the  productions  of 
our  own  press. 

Yet  notwithstanding  all  these  unpropitious  circum- 
stances, the  literary  spirit  has  been  for  some  years  past 
rising  in  the  United  States ;  witness  the  progressive  in- 
crease in  the  importation  of  foreign  books,  in  the  repub- 
lication of  British  works,  and  the  productions  of  Ameri- 
can writers.  And  probably,  on  a  fair  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, we  may  conclude  the  progress  of  letters  in  this 
country  to  be  proportionally  equal  to  that  of  Britain  ; 
considering  the  different  states  of  society  in  the  two 
countries.  But,  perhaps,  it  may  be  useful  to  notice 
some  of  the  other  causes  which  obstruct  the  course  of 
literature  in  the  Union.  Among  these,  is  to  be  particu- 
larly noticed,  the  unfortunate  practice  of  entering  upon 
active  life  at  too  early  an  age.  Partly  from  the  condi-^^ 
tion  of  society,  and  partly  from  the  eager  appetite  for 
wealth,  which  especially  characterizes  all  young  and 
thinly-settled  countries :  divines,  lawyers,  physicians, 
and  merchants,  rush  into  the  occupations  of  active  life, 
almost  before  they  reach  that  period  which  the  wisdom 
of  the  common  law  allots  as  the  termination  of  infancy. 
Plunging  so  early  into  the  minuter  details  of  practical 
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employment  prevents  the  due  developement  of  the  in* 
telfectual  faculties ;  and  after  a  while  renders  the  mind, 
from  disuse,  both  unable  and  unwilling  to  direct  its 
attention  to  the  more  abstracted  pursuits  of  literature 
and  science. 

There  is  a  salutary  adage  in  the  old  law  books,  which 
runs  thus,  "  In  juvene  theologo  conscientiae  detrimen- 
tum ;  in  juvene  legist^  bursee  detrimentum  ;  in  juvene 
medico  csemeterii  incrementum ;"  the  consciences  of  his 
^  parishioners  suffer  by  a  young  clergyman ;  the  purse  of 
his  clients  diminishes  in  the  hands  of  a  young  lawyer ; 
and  the  churchyard  increases  by  the  labours  of  a  young 
physician.     This  adage,  however,  has  not  yet  found  its 
way  into  the  United  States,    where  the  young  people  of 
all  classes  are  precipitated  into  business  during  child- 
hood.    Lord  Bacon  complains,  that  in  his  time  the 
fiill  growth  of  mind  was  retarded  by  the  pernicious 
custom,  then  prevalent  in  Europe,  of  permitting  youth 
to  enter  into  active  life  at  so  early  an  age  as  thirty.  This 
prince  of  philosophers  was,  in  common  with  other  great 
men,  his  contemporaries,  in  the  habit  of  indulging  Uto- 
pian visions  concerning  the  millennial  perfection  of  this 
his  "  New  Atalantis ;"  and  the  most  confident  predic- 
tions were  hazarded,  that  America,  rising  superior  to 
the  heedlessness  of  ^European  haste,  would  patiently 
unfold  her  national  intellect,  by  large  and  liberal  study ; 
80  as  to  produce  in  each  particular  calling  the  most 
beneficial  results,  and  most  luminous  discoveries. 

With  «uch  a  conviction,  how  would  Verulam  be 
moved,  could  he  behold  with  what  unmeasured  preci- 
pitancy this  New  Atalantis,  this  Athens  of  the  western 
world,  pours  forth  its  swarms  of  unfledged  youth  to 
assume  the  responsibilities  of  public  life,  ere  they  have 
passed  the  little  period  of  one  and  twenty  years.  At 
this  unripe  age,  the* preacher  takes  upon  himself  to  ex- 
pound the  all-important  doctrines  that  characterize  the 
stupendous  scheme  of  redemption,  and  to  impart  spi- 
ritual consolation  to  veteran  Christians.  The  physician, 
also,  is,  at  this  early  age,  licensed  to  break  the  sixth 
commandment;  and  the  lawyer  is,  ^t  this  premature 
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period,  allowed  to  practise,  as  master  of  a  system,  which 
has  grown  up  to  its  present  complicated  perfection 
under  the  continuous  efforts  of  the  ablest  men  of  many 
generations,  in  both  the  hemispheres,  European  and 
American;  a  system,  which  has  reached  its  present 
maturity  of  wisdom  as  the  result  of  the  social  expe- 
rience of  twelve  hundred  years.  At  this  early  age,  our 
youth  are  deemed  competent  to  prosecute  the*  business 
of  active  commerce,  and  to  venture  gratuitous  opinions 
upon  the  most  difficult  questions  of  policy,  involving 
great  national  relations  and  interests. 

The  consequences  of  this  precocious  publicity  are,  a 
superficial  elementary  education,  a  perpetual  pruriency 
of  prattle  upon  all  subjects,  without  a  due  fathoming  of 
the  depths  of  any  one  of  them,  and  an  entailed  disability 
of  fiilly  developing  the  understanding,  which  is  nar- 
rowed in  early  life,  by  being  prematurely  absorbed  in 
the  minute,  but  necessary  details,  incident  to  every 
practical  calling.  Whence,  with  their  due  proportion  of 
genius,  in  common  with  all  other  nations,  and  with  the 
advantage  of  a  more  general  diffusion  of  popular  intelli- 
gence than  is  to  be  found  in  any  other  community,  too 
many  of  our  citizens,  in  all  the  learned  professions,  begin, 
continue,  and  end  their  career,  on  much  narrower  ground 
than  their  native  capacity,  properly  unfolded  by  pre- 
vious general  information,  would  enable  them  to  cover. 

The  regular  order  of  events,  however,  is  providing  a 
remedy  for  the  intemperate  haste,  which  has  hitherto 
plunged  beardless  boys  into  public  life.  The  mere 
pressure  of  a  rapidly  increasing  population,  by  aug- 
menting professional  competition,  must,  in  due  time, 
compel  the  adoption  of  a  better  course  of  previous  edu- 
cation. Even  now  a  larger  stock  of  elementary  inform- 
ation is  necessary  to  enable  a  man  to  distinguish  him- 
self as  a  divine,  or  physician,  or  lawyer,  than  was  re- 
quisite twenty  years  since.  And,  doubtless,  twenty 
years  hence,  what  is  now  deemed  a  sufficiency  of  liberal 
instruction,  will  prove  but  a  slender  share  of  essential 
acquisitions. 
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Seeing  then,  that  sufficient  time  and  opporttinity  are 
not  allowed  our  professional  men  to  prosecute  literary 
pursuits,  from  what  fountains  are  the  streams  of  Ameri- 
can literature  to  spring? — from  the  colleges j  scattered  so 
profusely  all  over  the  Union  ?    Alas !  few,  if  any  of 
these  academical  institutions  are  so  munificently  en- 
dowed, as  to  enable  their  inmates  to  devote  the  com- 
bined advantages  of  talent,  leisure,  independence,  and 
inclination,  to  the  service  and  promotion  of  letters.    In 
this  country  there  are  no  fellowships,  no  scholarships, 
no  exhibitions,  none  of  those  situations,  which,  in  the 
colleges  of  Europe,  direct  so  large  a  portion  of  talents  to 
the  successful  prosecution  of  learning!     Our  professors 
and  teachers  are  too  scantily  paid,  and  too  constantly 
worked,   to    be   often    able  to  execute  original   ana 
extensive  literary  undertakings. 

Another  obstacle  to  the  growth  of  literature  in  the 
United  States  arises  from  the  great  propensity  to  con- 
sume the  talent  of  the  country  in  the  eimsion  of  news- 
paper essays,  and  political  pamphlets,  instead  of  con- 
centrating it  in  the  production  of  some  regular,  consecu- 
tive work.    In  consequence  of  these  desultory  intellec- 
tual habits,  periodical  journals,  as  Reviews  and  Maga- 
zines, seldom  last  long.     The  author  can  obtain  little 
or  no  assistance  from  others  in  his  literary  efforts  ;  the 
persons  competent  to  aid  him  in  such  an  undertaking 
being  comparatively  few  throughout  the  Union,  and  | 
those,  for  the  most  part,  actively  employed  in  some  la- 
borious calling ;  and  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  any  one 
man,  however  gifted  with  talent,  adorned  with  know- 
ledge, and  armed  with  industry,  to  execute,  alone,  a  lite- 
rary journal    as  it  ought  to  be  executed.     Add  to  this, 
the  universal  vice  of  the  United  States,  a  perpetual 
craving  after  novelty.    The  charge  which  Demosthenes 
brought  against  his  own  countrymen,  that  they  were 
continually  running  about,  and  asking,  "  Is  there  any 
thing  new  ?'*  is  equally  applicable  to  the  Americans. 
This  eternal  restlessness,  and  desire  of  change,  pervade 
the  whole  structiureof  our  society  :  the  same  man  wiH 
start  into  life  as  a  clergyman,  then  turn  lawyer,  next 
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4Convert  himself  into  a  farmer  and  land-jobbejp^  and, 
taking  a  seat  in  Congress,  or  some  state  legislature,  by 
the  way,  end  his  days  as  a  merchant  and  money-broker* 
The  people  are  incessantly  shifting  their  habitations, 
employments,  views,  and  schemes ;  the  residence  of  a 
servant  does  not  average  two  months  in  each  place ;  the 
dbode  of  a  whole  household  is  generally  changed  once 
a  year,  and  sometimes  oftener ;  numerous  families,  that 
have  been  longer  settled  in  the  elder  states  of  New* 
York,  Connecticut,  and  Massachusetts,  are  continually 
migrating  into  Ohio,  or  the  territories  of  Alabama, 
lUmois,  and  Mississippi;  the  executive,  the  legislators,  the 
magistrates,  and  officers  of  all  kinds,  are  changed  bien- 
maUy,  or  annually,  or  half-yearly,  according  to  the 
greater  or  less  infusion  of  the  restless  spirit  of  demo- 
cracy into  our  various  forms  of  government. 

Such  being  the  temper,  disposition,  and  habits  of  the 
people,  new  periodical  publications  are  continually  start* 
ing  up,  receive  a  little  eager,  capricious  encouragement, 
languish  a  brief  space,  and  die,  leaving  the  same  sickly 
course  to  be  run  by  a  race  of  successors,  equally  san- 
guine and  short-lived.     It  is  doubtful  if  any  one  of  the 
best  European  journals,  most  distinguished  for  the  mag- 
nificent display  of  genius  and  knowledge,  were  to  issue 
from  the  American  press,  as  a  native  production,  it 
would  reach  the  second  year  of  its  unsupported  exist- 
ence.    Some  years  since,  a  very  respectable  body  of 
men,  in  New- York,  selected  from  all  the  three  learned 
professions,  started  a  periodical  work,  called  ^^  The 
American  Review,  and  Magazine,"  which   was  ably 
conducted,  and  perished  for  want  of  patronage.     The 
^'  Boston  Anthology,'*  supported  by  the  labom-s  of  some 
af  the  best  literary  men   of  all  callings  in  that  town, 
some  time  afler,  shared  the  same  fate.     And,  at  a  more 
recSnt  period,  the  "   American  Review,"  edited   by 
Mr.  Walsh,  was  suffered  to  expire,  notwithstanding  the 
iplendid  talents  and  various  erudition  of  its  conductor. 
There  never  was  a  time  when  the  United  States  stood 
to  much  in  need  of  an  original,  native  review,  as  now,  in 
►rder  to  erect «  standard  of  independent,  impartial  cri- 
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ticism^  for  the  benefit  both  of  writers  and  readers ;  ts 
animadvert  upon  American  productions,  and  give  some 
account  of  European  literature,  particularly  of  France, 
Italy,  and  Germanv.  The  Edinburgh  and  Quarterly 
Reviews  are  republished,  and  widely  circulated  in  this 
country ;  they  are,  unquestionably,  the  ablest  literary 
jpumals  the  world  has  ever  yet  produced ;  they  display 
a  stupendous  aggregate  of  genius,  taste,  and  learning, 
upon  almost  every  subject  of  human  inquiry  ;  and  are 
also  important  to  us,  as  exhibiting  the  sentiments  (^ 
the  two  great  contending  parties  that  divide  and  govern 
the  British  empire.  But  they  say  little  on  American 
literature ;  and  that  little  is  not  always  either  liberal  or 
just.  Besides,  they  suffer  their  political  feelings  and 
opinions  to  mingle  too  much  with,  and  occasionally  to 
pervert,  their  hterary  criticisms.  An  original  United 
States  Review,  therefore,  which  should  steer  clear  of 
the  extremes  of  party  spirit,  and  exhibit  a  fair  and  ho- 
nest view  of  American  literature,  and  such  an  account 
of  European  productions  as  might  be  readily  obtained 
by  a  liberal  correspondence  with  that  quarter  of  -the 
globe,  would  very  materially  tend  to  promote  the  cause 
of  letters  in  this  country,  and  draw  out  into  public  no- 
tice, as  contributors,  our  ablest  and  best  informed  men, 
who  now  are  the  grave  of  their  own  extensive  acquisi* 
tions,  by  reading  all  and  writing  nothing. 

But,  although  in  the  higher  walks  of  literature  the 
United  States  do  not  yet  excel,  they  surpass  ill  other 
nations  in  elementary  education ;  that  is  to  say,  in  im- 
parting the  rudiments  of  instruction  to  the  people  ^t 
large.  Most  of  the  states,  and  especially  those  of  New- 
England,  have  established  district  schools,  for  the  in- 
struction of  the  children  of  all  the  inhabitants.  Whence, 
scarcely  a  native  American  is  to  be  found  who  cannot 
read  and  write,  and  cast  accounts ;  and  they  $dl  read 
newspapers,  of  which  there  are  more  printed  in  the 
Union  than  in  all  the  British  empire,  and  political 
pamphlets,  if  they  read  nothing  else.  The  great  body 
of  the  European  people  are' altogether  uneducated.  Hol- 
land, Sweden,  the  Protestant  Cantons  of  Switzerland^ 
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dind  Scotland,  it  is  believed,  are  the  only  portions  of 
£urope  in  which  the  government  makes  any  provision 
for  the  general  instruction  of  its  population.  The  in- 
tellectual and  moral  advantages  of  such  a  system  are 
manifest  in.  the  superior  habits  and  character  of  the 
New-England  people,  when  compared  with  the  rest  of 
the  Union ;  in  the  gi'eater  sobriety  and  providence  of 
the  Scottish,  when  compared  with  their  English  and 
Irish  neighbours ;  in  the  more  regular  and  orderly  con- 
duct of  the  Dutch,  Swedes,  and  Swiss,  in  comparison 
"with  the  rest  of  continental  Europe. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  system  of  parochial  schools 
has  proved  so  exceedingly  beneficial  in  Scotland,  the 
Sritish  government  has  not  introduced  it  into  England 
or  Ireland.     If  the  people  of  those  two  countries  were 
as  well  instructed  as  the  Scottish,  the  moral  power  of 
theBritish  empire,  and  consequently  its  national  strength 
and   greatness,   would  be   quadrupled  in  fifty  years. 
Nevertheless,  Britain  has  of  late  considerably  increased 
the  education  of  her  English  and  Irish  population,  by 
means  of  the  Bell  and  Lancaster  plans,  and  Charity 
and  Sunday-schools.     But  these  operate  only  partially ; 
she  must  establish  a  national  system,  if  she  wishes  to 
have  all  her  people  instructed.     The  saying  of  George 
the  Third,  "  that  he  hoped  soon  to  know  that  every 
poor  man,  within  his  realm,  possessed  and  could  read 
the  Bible,"  was  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  exalted  benevo- 
lence and  enlarged  wisdom,  better  calculated  to  im- 
prove and  render  prosperous  a  nation,  than  the  most 
splendid  achievements  of  naval  and  military  heroism. 

Both  countries  would  be  highly  benefited  by  bor- 
rowing from  each  other;  England  by  adopting  the 
-  American  system  of  instructing  all  the  people,  and  the 
United  States  by  cultivating  that  higher  species  of 
learning,  which  has  rendered  the  English  scholars,  for 
a  series  of  ages,  so  peculiarly  prcr-eminent.  When 
will  the  day  arrive,  that,  in  reference  to  our  own  classi- 
cal writers^  we  may  be  able  to  exclaim  with  Callima- 
chus?  ' 
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Oioy  0  rat  ^IToXXomtf  ctekxcto  ia^tios  opvi^ ! 
Oift  $*  oXov  TO  (AsXaOpov  I  &u^f  exaf,  cans'  ethrpos  I 
Kai  sroi/^iQ  ra  Bvpsrpa  xaku  voii  OotCof  apaffosim 

I  am  afraid  some  considerate  time  will  elapse  before 
Apollo  will  deign  to  descend^  and  visit  the  temple  of 
American  inspiration^  in  the  same  manner,  and  to  the 
same  extent,  that  he  has  visited  Greece,  Rome,  and  Eng- 
land. Upon  the  first  introduction  of  the  Greek  lan- 
guage into  the  English  universities,  it  met  with  very  de- 
cided opposition:  the  combatants  divided  into  two 
companies,  the  one  favourable  to  the  study  of  the  *^  new 
tongue,"  as  it  was  callpd,  being  denominated  Greeks; 
that  against  it,  Trojans,  which  last,  whenever  they  saw 
any  thing  they  did  not  understand,  cried  out  "Grsecuin 
es^  et  non  potest  legi.**  For  a  long  time,  in  £ngland| 
the  Trojans  triumphed ;  at  last  they  united  their  forces 
with  their  opponents,  and  both  have,  ever  since,  contri- 
buted to  augment  the  strength,  and  brighten  the  splen^ 
dour  of  their  country's  literature.  In  the  United  States, 
at  present,  the  Trofans  are  a  fearful  majority. 

The  power,  wealth,  and  influence  of  every  nation 
depends  more  upon  the  aggregate  of  disposahle  intellU 
gence  afloat  in  the  community  than  upon  its  extent  of 
territory  and  number  of  inhabitants.  The  progress  of 
all  nations  in  wealth  and  strength,  in  internal  security 
and  external  influence,  has  been  proportioned  to  their 
activity  of  mind  and  advancement  in  Knowledge.  The 
art  of  navigation,  the  resources  of  commerce,  the  ascen^ 
dency  in  war,  the  discoveries  of  science,  the  durati<m  of 
dominion,  can  never  take  up  their  abode  permanent^, 
excepting  in  countries  where  the  paths  of  knowledge 
are  incessantly  explored  by  the  various  but  combined 
efforts  of  numerous  minds.  And  a  general  activity  of 
intellect  can  only  be  called  forth  in  a  nation  by  aIlowin| 
full  freedom  of  inquiry  on  all  religious,  political,  ani 
moral  subjects.  A  due  proportion  of  this  general  ac- 
tivity will  always  be  directecl  to  the  cultivation  of  those 
arts  and  sciences  which  subserve  the  piuposes  of  prac- 
tical life,  the  increase  of  individual  convenience,  and 
the  augmentation  of  national  power.     The  triumphant 
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issue  of  civilized  warfiire  is  indissolubly  connected  with 
the  active  cultivation  of  mind^  the  wide  diffusion  of 
knowledge,  the  free  exercise  of  reason,  among  the  home 
population  of  every  country.  No  precarious  supply,  no 
miportation  of  talent  from  abroad,  no  partial  attention 
to  any  one  branch  of  improvement  to  the  exclusion  of 
the  rest,  can  compensate  for  the  want  of  general  culti- 
vation in  the  mind  of  the  native  inhabitants. 

Of  wliat  immense  benefit  was  the  general  education 
of  their  people  to  the  United  States,  during  their  revo- 
lutionary struggle  and  their  recent  conflict  with  Bri* 
tain,  in  multiplying  their  resources,  energy,  and  skill! 
And  how  prodigiously  has  it  forwarded  their  national 
career  in  all  the  arts  and  occupations  of  peace ! 

But  although  elementary  instruction  is  generally  dif- 
fused throughout  the  Union,  liberal  education  is  no/  suf- 
ficiently encouraged;  the  causes  of  which  are  rooted  in 
the  very  condition  of  our  social  fabric.  Some  of  these 
it  may  be  useful  to  enumerate.  Owing  to  the  pecuUar 
circumstances  of  America,  and  her  great  commercial 
capacitieis,  a  large  proportion  of  her  active  talent  is  de- 
voted to  trade.  But  although  trade,  when  considered 
in  the  aggregate,  is  a  great  engine  of  civilization,  and 
very  beneficial  to  mankind,  by  connecting  different  na- 
tions, by  opening  a  wider  field  for  the  exertions  of 
productive  industry,  and  by  enlarging  the  sphere  of 
ixmuiry,  yet  its  effect  upon  the  understanding  of  the 
,iiimviaual  employed  in  it  is  not  so  beneficial.  For  the 
trader,  whether  a  Vs^holesale  merchant,  or  a  retail  dealer, 
must  employ  his  mind  chiefly  in  detail,  in  attending  to 
jpninute  particulars  and  petty  circumstances,  which  is  apt 
to  generate  a  habit  adverse  to  expansion  of  the  intellect. 
He,  whose  head  is  filled  with  commercial  calculations 
.and  speculations  from  morning  to  night,  will  not  be 
.often  inclined  to  peruse  the  pages  of  the  historian,  the 
philosopher,  or  the  moralist.  Under  such  circum- 
.stances,  wealth  alone  will  be  the  object  of  desire;  and, 
as  literature  opens  no  such  shining  path  to  its  votaries, 
it  will  become  rather  an  object  of  contempt  that  of  cuU 
tivation. 
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In  consequence  of  the  general  ptiedominance  of  the 
trading  isjjirit,  there  is  a  great  dearth  of  Kbercd  educa* 
ticin  throttghoiit  the  United  States.     For  no  man  caa 
Isniixir  theValtie  of  what  he  himiself  has  never  possessed; 
itid  cohseqhetttly  an  ilUterate  father  can  never  ap|ire- 
eiite  the  lihportahce  of  his  son's  heing  liberally  edu- 
tfetVe'd,  iior  kiiow  what  progress  his  boy  makes  in  learn- 
ing;  and  will  be  tot  to  imagine  that  it  is  not  necessarjr 
to  doitetipfie  much  time,  or  expend  much  money,  in  giving 
the  child  an  opportunity  ot  acquiring  general  imbrm- 
irftioh.     Accordingly,  our  grammar  scnools  ar6,  for  Ac 
ind&t  part,  deplorably  defective.      The  schoolmasters 
cdteffst  generally  of  unlettered  foreign  Adventurers  and 
native  boys,  wno  are  themselves  studying  liw,  or  phy- 
sic, or  dlvfhity,  and  propose  to  teach  others,  that  they 
mky  be  -zVie  to  defray  the  expense  of  their  own  ptofei* 
\a<!)Wd  pfroli&tSon,  fend  then  (juit  the  trade  o^  teacl^ 
*aTtiFgei!her.    *Sud[i  schoolmasters  swarm  in  eveiV  lane 
ViA  -feUe^  of  our  towns  and  citiefe,  and  vie  wiui  each 
ftfthcfr  in  bold   assertions,   that  they  can  carry  a  boy 
throfugh  a  course  of  'Kberai  l^ucatibn  in  a  few  mionthS, 
teid  'fet  a  i^jntdl  expense.    This  delectable  promise  is 
V^ValloSved  by  the  ignorant  and  credulous  parent,  who 
applatids  his  own  and  the  preceptor's  sagacity  for  coft- 
triVrng  and  execufihg  a  system  of  instruction',  which,  \iy 
ihe  ex^endittire  of  k  few  dollars,  shdl  be  able  to  c6mi- 
tclract  all  4:he  accustomed  laws  of  human  nature,  falsify 
all  human  experience,  operate  impossibilities,  and  ttm^ 
nxtfacture  a  scholar  by  teaching  him  nothing.  • 

The  use  of  the  grammar  is  either  exploded  laUo- 
jether,  or  vi^iy  superficially  taught,  or  translated.  iiftSo 
Sriglish,  as.  kome  profound  scholars  have  done  wifli 
Mdre's  'Greek  gl^trimar,  in  order  to  lessen  the  labour  6f 
tiducation.  '6ut  the  basis  of  all  valuable  instrucddn 
^Htuit  be  laid  in  the  necessity  of  intiellectttal  toil;  ito 
%iental  accjuisltion  worth  'possessing  can  be  obtainiM 
Hvlthbut  pi-evioiiis  inentstl ' exertion.  Whit  is  not  kiioWn 
>bctinatefy  is  rtbt  'knOWh  Ut  ill;  and  'Ho&rti^  prih  *be 
1^dwn  accurately  Vi^hOiit  previotis 'hlbour  ot  thfe  ttti- 
derstanding.    The  only  use  of  education  is  io  'vii0i 


GRAMMAR  PJbCRIEP  IV  TUM>  JLJN1T9D  STATI8.  34j| 

^^e  faculties  of  the  mind,  aod  teach  the  pepple  to  Jt^iNd(; 
hat  th^  superficial  ffUatteriiog  6f  j^  feiv  gsi^einbj^gtpvi  of 
irords  wd  phrases^  h^adly  ujodervtaod,  qpd  wpri^  4^;ti4 
veredy  can  nev^er  develope  any  pow^  of  tbe  ^oiiijydl,  ac^ 
jieoder  maa  an  animal  capalde  of  r^asoniiig.  Ni^Fer^b^ 
I^^Sy  some  growo-Hip  ni^,  who  pass  for  Bchpl^s  ia  ^ 
Uaited  States^  profess  to  condemn  the  mode  (c^tfiEtcbiiiig 
Xi»tia  md  Greek  by  the  aid  of  grammar y  which  th^ 

Xis  too  abstract  for  the  oompcdbension  .of  jl^o^^ 
i^re.  they  recommend  those  Ja^^ages  to  h^ 
taiight  '^  by  rc^uiiag  a  great  deal^  and  committtiiif  jtJi# 
Dictioii^y  and  Lexicon  to  memory/* 

^Hus,  although  a  fashionable^  app^r^  to  h^  la  9trangii 
method  of  teaching  any^  especialw  ijtie  dead  l^u^^iia^. 
Why  strive  to  encumber  a  chilas  memoiy  m^  the 
fiumberless  wprds  adud  phrases  of  a  whpl^  ]>i0t(ioaary;^ 
wli<en  iit  would  be  so  iimich  easier  to  learn  .and  i»ti(»  t^ 
^eamparatively  few  and  iiiniple  r!ule3  cS  ^pw^va^^i  f^ 
sides,  it  is  not  m  (the  natote  of  things  ^t  t^dr^^hnJl 
leadagceatdeid;  it  is  necessary  tihi^  Jthpir  (aalc^  l^«]i^ 
imd  sim^ple,  ^nd  th|it  they  be  aUpwed  «tp  i^itgm^  |tb^ 
heakh  and  gipwjtih  by  spendi^  a  ^gsead  ffop^tlgLqskigf 
li^eir  time  in  bodily  isxencise  and  amiiawi^t*  iNpr  k  iit 
easy  to  pereeiv;e  how  >the  mind  <im  4>e  9iiu<^  imy^?^ 
bjr  cwnroitting  to  we»H»y  *  i^aatowber  i)f  <wpi^ip| 
phrases  to  which  they  At^kdsi  no  de&E^  rmesmMk. 
Woids  are  mi^ely  arbitrary  cstgw  to  desigoate  i^^nb^ 
things-;  language  4s  made  up  of  words^  and  (grammar  h 
the  reduction  of  language  into  general  .imd  r^xed  <tviM* 
Aad  iAn^  universal  voice  of  the  wise  and  ^learned  in  4A 
ages  has  re<^uired  that  well  educated  persons  .shoilM. 
«M(k  and  w^te  with  grammatiio^  aceura<y,  in  iivd^  to 
matinguish  their  refusions  from  t^ose  of  the  untau^ 
midtitude. 

^  fiKitvi:^hildren  learn  by  single  words,  wfaidhkonljr 
<)adwable,  whiAe  they  «re  j»o  f|^oung««  ^to  be  only  'Capa^* 
fafe  iof  fveoeiv^iadisw  i^imple  idens:  k^ivouki  be  endleia 
to  ie«dea^^mir  ito  toaeh  :a  iwhole  language  by  wigle 
irtprds*    3^]l»  icieDte  jaf  ^mrninar,  t^iysfoi^,  stepa  iin, 
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and  by  teaching  the  child  a  few  general  rules,  together 
with  their  application,  enables  it  to  understand  aJl  the 
particulars  of  that  language,  so  reduced  to  general  rules 
and  principles.  Indeed,  all  sciences  rest  upon  general 
rules  and  principles  as  their  basis ;  and  thus,  not  only 
render  knowledge  more  ready  at  our  call,  and  more 
easy  of  application,  but  also  enable  us  continually  to  in- 
crease its  limits.  Savages  teach  their  children  by  sin- 
gle words;  and  how  scanty  and  imperfect  are  their  lan- 
gui^es!  Infants  can  only  be  taught  in  detail,  by  single 
words ;  but  as  soon  as  the  mind  begins  to  open,  and  is 
able  to  rise  from  details  to  general  rules,  grammar  is 
taught  them,  in  order  to  facilitate,  and  render  sure  and 
permanent  the  acquisition  of  language. 

Teaching    language  without  the  help  of  grammar 
was  a  favourite  scheme  of  Mr.  Locke,  who,  in  his  book 
on  education,  says,  *^that  languages  learned  by  rote 
serve  well  enough  for  the  common  affairs  of  life,  and 
ordinary  commerce."  Now,  allowing  this  to  be  the  fact, 
is  it  such  a  knowledge  of  language  as  to  enable  a  per- 
son to  speak  and  write  it  correctly  ?     If  not,  why  dis- 
card the  use  of  grammar?      The  truth  is,  Mr.  Locke's 
book  is  a  very  meagre  performance,    not  calculated  to 
give  the  student  enlarged  and  comprehensive  views,  but 
intended  merely  for  theuseof  comw<^  gentlemen;  and  all 
cAe  world  knows  what  sort  of  philosophers  the  English 
jcountry  squires  were  a  hundred  years  since.      His  re- 
marks upon  poetry  and  langitage  are  peculiarly  frigid 
and  unsatisfactory.      The  treatises  on  Education,  by 
Dr.  Knox  and  Dr.  Barrow,  contain  ample  refritations  of 
all  Mr.  Locke's  anti-classical  heresies.     Nay,  but  these 
very  men,  who  explode  the  use  of  grammar  in  teaching 
boys,  admit  that  when  these  boys  grow  up,  they  must 
study  grammar,  to  obtain  a  more  critical  knowledge  rf 
the  language.     The  whole  of  this  boasted  method  then, 
at  last,  resolves  itself  into  this,  that  grammar  is  of  no  use 
in  teaching  a  language,  but  a  boy  must  leam  a  diefi^ 
ary  by  heart,  and  read  a  great  deal,  and  after  severtf 
years  so  spent,  he  must  then  learn  the  grammu^^  ift 
order  to  understand  the  language. 
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But  is  it  likely  that  boys  who  have  been  taught  in  so 
^desultory  and  unconnected  a  manner  will  study  gram- 
^mar  when  they  become  men  ?  It  is  better  to  begin  at 
.the  right  end,  and  teach  the  grammar  in  the  first  in- 
stance; for  each  general  rule  of  grammar^  by  its  appli- 
cation to  a  multitude  of  particulars^  is  surely  a  readier 
and  more  certain  method  of  teaching  a  language^  than 
by  learning  single  words  or  detached  phrases,  without 
any  general  rules  by  which  light  can  be  thrown  ^^upon 
the  different  parts  of  the  language^  and  by  which  those 
different  parts  can  be  conjoined^  so  as  to  constitute  a 
whole^  correct  in  its  symmetry,  and  fair  in  its  propoiv- 
tions.  And  requiring  boys  to  commit  the  grammar  tp 
memory,  and  to  appli/  its  rules  to  the  words  and  phrases 
that  occur  in  the  course  of  reading,  which  is  called 
parsing,  or  analyzing  the  language,  is  a  better  exercise 
of  the  mind,  and  better  calculated  to  unfold  the  reason- 
ing powers  than  working  a  proposition  in  £uclid. 

.  **  The  study  of  grammar  requires  more  force  of  atten- 
tion and  connexion  of  thought  than  that  of  mathema- 
tics. Grammar  unites  ideas,  as  calculation  combines 
figures ;  and  its  logic  is  as  precise  as  that  of  Algebra^ 
with  the  additional  advantage  of  making  at  the  same 
time  a  direct  and  powerful  application  to  all  that  is  alive 
and  vigorous  in  the  mind.  Words  at  once  denote 
sounds,  and  numbers,  and  images,  to  excite  emotions 
in  the  understanding.  They  are  subject  to  the  strict 
discipline  of  syntax,  and  yet  full  of  the  native  force  and 
signification  of  the  ideas  they  conventionally  represent. 
In  the  metaphysics  of  grammar,  the  philosophy  of  lan- 
guage, energy  of  thought,  and  accuracy  of  reasoning, 
are  intimately  united.'*  . 

England  and  Ireland  have  for  some  centuries  past 
produced  the  most  accomplished  classical  scholars  in  the 
world;  and  they  teach  Latin  and  Greek  by  the  grain- 
mar.  ^  Now,  it  will  require  very  strong  evidence  to  pi:ove 
the  superiority  of  any  new-fangled  theory,  to  a  oiethod 
whose  entire  success  has  been  established  by  a  seiiQS  of. 
national  facts  for  so  great  a  length  of  time. 


N6r#Hliel^5  Wd  ihall  probitbly  ivitneds  the  abolition 
«f  g»UttillU*5  ta  tlM  hmn  df  dassi<^  study  in  the  United 
8ti(M ;  for  sottie  of  6lir  cdUege^nrofessors  maintain  the 
iiideiAtf  6f  tekthiti^  Latin  and  Gre^k  without  gram- 
Hiijf,  ^  triumtihan^  ask^  '^  if  children  $re  hot  taught 
fd  d^eak  atid  write  English  without  the  use  of  gram- 
tfta^^  l&efely  by  reading  and  committmg  the  dictionary 
Id  ttiefnoiy  ?**>— IPo  which  the  answer  is  obvious,  that 
(hOte  who  have  narer  learned  gr^tniniar  of  any  kind  are 
HM  apt  to  write,  if  to  speak  English  correctly ;  besides, 
thjtf6  af e  no  opportunities  of  teaching  a  dead,  as  we  can 
a  firing  lan^age,  by  speaking  it    Nor  are  the  facilities 
tfri&diHg  it  M  great  The  utmost  that  this  rofe-method 
t>f  teii6hing  languages  without  the  aid  of  grammar  can 
iUHidinplish,  id  to  enable  people  to  prattle  in  a  living 
tfingUt^  upon  the  ordinary  topics  of  every-day  discourse; 
ItUt  it  ciiMUOt  t^ch  them  to  U)rite  correctly,  even  in  a 
living  tehgUfe  J  and,  Cfjrtainly,  will  give  only  a  very  su^ 
^feHleikl  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  languages. 
FW  ttttdt^i^ibte  Witnesses  to  the  tr^th  of  this  assertion, 
W4  tbtet  t6  thdSe  aUiongst  us  who  have  been  taught 
the  eldMicd  in  thi^  way. 

In  this  city,  the  grammar-schools  are  as  good  as  in 
fifty  jpartibf  the  Union,  and  there  are  some  few  excellent 
tekifilTet's^  gfetitlemeU  who  have  made  teaching  their  wo^ 
fbKsidft,  and  are  themselves  good  classical  scholars.  JBut 
NfeW=.Ybfk  haft  her  full  lihare  bf  ineflSci^ftt  preceptors. 

A  i^i^  ttrnvtctibti  of  the  deplorable  condition  of  our 
^(^iMJhttEkV  ftijiools  induced  the  President  of  ColumUa 
C6!le|(fe.  Ijltt  llcfV.  I>r.  Harris,  in  the  year  1816,  to  lay 
b#fbte  mk  Board  of  Trustees  a  plan  for  (establishing  a 
seminary  of  instruction,  similar  to  tibe  high  school  in 

Iklbkfehiufgh,  and  attiichtng  it  to  the  cdilege,  as  an  insti- 
twScto  that  tttight  prejtett  boy^ 
thtii*  fioJtegitttp  trourfte^,  the  •senW  ferni  of  tte  p-ammsr 
s^hob)  trein^,  ^r  due  e^m|n&ti<>u,  to  be  transsferred 
ifttb  1^  cmkgp  ft:eshtnan-cla$$.  This  plan,  the  uratline 
aitd  deltaih  df  whidb  apfiear  tobe  very^  judicious,  hasuct 
yet  been  adopted  by  thelVuitees  of  ColumbiaCofiege. 
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If  thfi  granaimar-schools  are  deficientj^  if  tl^e  ru^jp^ts 
of  the  classics  are  not  accurately  taught ;  '^  tb^  b^y'b 
only  cnunmed  with  a  senseless  jargon^  cpnpc^  l^y^rot^, 
and  mechanically  remembered^  of  course  ouf  coUegtf 
fnd  universities  cannot  be  calculated  to  pr^duc^  go(^ 
scholars.     Where  no  foundation  is  laid  no  sup^]:^trug- 
ture  can  be  reared ;  what  is  never  begun  can  n^ypf  be 
finishe4*     ^^  ^^^  grammar-schools  transmit  to  thV  90U 
l^es  boys  ignorant  of  the  first  principles  of  a   lib^r^ 
education,  the  colleges  will,  in  due  season,  ^end  out  wp^ 
the  world  th?se  boys  empty  and  uninformea,  to^is-^ 
charge  the  important  functions  of  legislating  and  admi- 
postering  government  and  justice  for  a  great  ar^a  risif^g 
•mpire.     Our  boys  generally  enter  college  at  f^rf^efty 
and  commence  their  baccalaureate  at  eighteen  years  o^* 
fge,  when  they  begin  their  studies  for  the  professijDn  of 
lajtw,  or  divinity,  or  physic,  or  enter  the  counting4^ou^9 
pf  a  merchant,  where,  of  course,  all  studies  excepting 
the  ledger  an|i  the  newspaper  are  )aid  aside.     Nbr  ]^q 
the  professional  students  often  prosecute  cla^si^cm  sii;-^ 
dies  to  any  great  extent  or  depth.     Nor  is  it  to  p^  ^^-^ 
pected,  seeing,  that  in  the  colleges  th^  pupils  a|re  mt 
very  copiprehensively  instructed  in  the  claaisics,  or  bel{e$« 
lettres,  rhetoric,  pr  moral  philosophy,  or  history,  9r  poll-, 
ticftl  economy,  or  i^tural  philosophy,  or  met^iy;s}p)\,  9^ 
^y  of  tbp^e  gre^  branches  of  k^owl,edge  p^ci^rly 
fitted  to  ii^yigorate,  enlarge,  and  adorn  t;he  iplell^qt. 

In  ^dditi(Hi  to  t^is,  the  American  colleges  generajlly 
we  suffer^  to  languish  for  wanjt  «jf  sufncic;nt  fuii^di?^ 
^ther  froj^^  pp^vate  contributions  or  th^  aid  pf  goy^nji- 
Vfi^xiji.  ^Jiewfie,  they  can  sel^'i^m  pffesr  ft  bounty  higfi 
€^oV)gh  tp  proyciMT,  as  president^}  and  professor^,  mpn  oj^ 
talents  fLn4  jj^rniatiqn  sufficdendy  forqhlle  and  exten^y^ 
to  \e^  ti)ie  ^.iQ^s  ^  ^^^  WJ^'^  ^9  liter^try  exjc;d^en<^^ 
Cf  ^inspii;<j  tfe^  yith  m  ii^fi^tiypgijishftt^ip  ardpur  jfc^r  W 
proyenjieiit.  Fqr  v^^n  o£  ppfrei:^  in^t^llect  geneiaUly 
Imow  their  own  value,  and  cannot  o%n  \fj^  in(^v^^e4  tpt 

•tvy?  »!«»;»  Sf?}ffi^^^B^i  wfopn  ?  ^iifereJit  direrti9n 
of  ^^hfiir  tjnie,  industry,  ai^4  tft|€^^ts,  miglit  coji^uct  thefli 

t9llPWWWdijBd(jBj^^  Tfeepfe^Myfori^ul?^^ 
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ing  colleges  all  over  the  Union,  and  the  custom  of  ap- 
pomting  illiterate  men  as  trustees,  also  retard  the  pro* 
gress  oi  literature,  by  diminishing  the  number  of  stu- 
dents at  each  college,  and  thus  lessening  the  means  of 
its  support,  and  by  ensuring  the  appointment  of  absurd 
regulations  and  impracticable  plans  of  study.  Whence, 
altogether,  Dr.  Johnson  s  sarcasm  is  much  more  appli-^ 
cable  to  the  United  States  than  to  the  country  at  which 
it  was  originally  levelled,  namely,  "  learning  here  is  like 
bread  in  a  besieged  town,  every  man  has  a  mouthful^ 
and  no  one  a  belly  fall.** 

There  are  about  Jifly  colleges  in  the  United  States  j 
almost  every  state  having  two  or  three.  Of  these, 
Harvard  in  Massachusetts,  Yale  in  Connecticut,  ami 
Princeton  in  New-Jersey,  stand  highest  in  numbers  and 
reputation.  Harvard  is  the  most  munificently  endowed 
of  all  the  American  colleges ;  the  people  of  Boston 
wisely  considering  that  the  encouragement  of  sound 
literature  is  one  of  the  main  supports  of  national  great* 
ness  and  elevation.  It  has  thirteen  professorships,  and 
affords  a  wider  range  of  liberal  instruction  than  any 
other  college  in  the  United  States.  Yale  owes  its  high 
eminence  to  the  exertions  of  its  late  president.  Doctor 
Dwight,  who,  perhaps  more  than  any  man  of  his  age, 
united  in  himself  great  talents,  extensive  learning,  steady 
authority,  affectionate  regard,  and  practical  wisdom,  to 
discern  time  and  circumstance,  and  convert  every  thing 
to  the  advantage  of  the  institution  which  he  governed, 
and  the  pupils  whoin  he  instructed.  Columbia  College 
ought  to  equal,  if  not  surpass,  every  other  college  in  the 
Union.  Its  outline  of  study  prescribed  by  the  statute 
is  excellent ;  and  it  is  situated  in  the  heart  of  the  most 
populous  and  opulent  city  in  the  United  States  at  pre- 
sent, and  which  possesses  the  greatest  capacities  of  fu- 
ture increase ;  and  yet  it  numbers  but  one  hundred 
students,  while  Princeton  has  two,  Yale  three,  and  Har* 
vard  four  hundred. 

Scarcely  any  systematic /ecft^re^  on  moral  philosophy, 
metaphysics,  political  economy,  history,  belles  lettres, 
and  rnetoric,  are  delivered  in  our  colleges.     I  know  but 
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iftf^tivo  Instances;  those  of  Doctor  Smith,  late  President 
of  Princeton,  on  "  moral  and  political  philosophy;"  and 
those  of  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams,  now  Secretary  of 
State,  on  *^  belles-lettres  and  rhetoric,"  when  he  was 
professor  at  Harvard.  Mr.  Adams's  lectures  contain 
an  abundance  of  usefiil  learning,  well  collected,  and 
many  able  observations  and  inferences;  but  the  style  is 
occasionally  too  inflated  and  mysterious.  Those  of 
Doctor  Smith  are  (excellent  so  far  as  relates  to  the  ethi- 
cal part ;  but  the  lecturer  not  being  either  a  civilian  or 
political  economist,  the  two  great  branches  of  political 
philosophy,  and  the  law  of  nations,  are  very  slightly 
touched.  In  the  European  colleges  these  subjects  have 
employed  the  ablest  talents;  and  Doctor  Fergusons 
«  Moral  Science,"  Dr.  Smith's  ''  Wealth  of  Nations," 
Mr.  Tytlers  (Lord  Woodhouselee's,)  "  Elements  of 
History,"  Professor  Millars  ^^  Origin  of  Ranks,"  and 
Mr.  Dug^ld  Stuart's  ^*  Elements  of  the  Philosophy, of 
the  Human  Mind;"  all  the  substance  of  lectures  deliver- 
ed by  their  respective  authors  are  among  the  most  in- 
structive and  interesting  works  ever  delivered  to  the 
world.  Perhaps  no  want  is  more  urgent  in  our  colleges 
than  that  of  a  course  of  lectures  on  history;  of  which, 
whether  general,  as  of  the  world  at  large,  or  of  particu- 
lar countries,  the  Americans,  men,  women,  and  chil- 
dren, are  lamentably  ignorant. 

One  reason,  perhaps,  why  lectures  are  so  seldom  de- 
livered on  great  general  subjects,  in  the  American  col- 
leges, is  the  incessant  tendency  of  the  clergy  to  monopo- 
lize the  professors'  chairs.  This  is  the  case  with  all  the 
clerical  denominations,  according  to  their  ascendency  in 
the  various  colleges,  whether  Episcopalian,  or  Presby- 
terian, or  Independent,  or  Baptist.  During  the  dark 
ages  of  feudal  Europe,  there  was  some  excuse  for  the 
ecclesiastical  monopoly  of  education,  because  the  very 
little  learning  then  afloat  was  confined  to  the  clergy ; 
but  as  soon  as  the  European  laity  hadr  learned  to  read 
and  write,  this  monopoly  ceased ;  and  laymen  produced 
iuch  lectures  on  moral  philosophy,  political  economy, 
metaphysics^  and  history,  as  the  combined  clergy  of 
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Chn^t^H^om  haye  never  equalled.    The  clergy  of  thi^ 
United  States^  however^  can  set  up  no  ^uch  ei^di^ive, 
claim ;  because  they  are  f{ot  a  more  gener^^  learned 
body  th^n  the  laity.     Indeed^  their  education  very  sel- 
dom comprises  within  its  range  a  ye^y  profound  or  ei|:-i 
tensive  acquaintance  with  histpm   or  political  philo* 
8opby>  or  ipetaphysics ;  it  is^  for  the  most  part^  confined 
to  the  acquisition  of  a  little  Latin^  and  less  Greek,  ^nd 
their  own  peculiar  system  of  theology,  whether  Calvin- 
istic^  or  Arminian,  or  Arian^  or  Unitarian,  together  with 
such  miscellaneous  reading  as  they  may  b^  ^ble  to 
snatch  in  the  brief  intervals  of  time  between  the  compo- 
sition of  sermons^  th^  details  of  parochial  bu^in^s^  pa9« 
tpral  visits  to  their  flock,  morning  calls,  dining  out,  tea 
and  evening  parties.     It  is  to  be  remembered  too,  that 
their  previous  preparation  generally  consists  in  going  to 
an  indifferent  grammar-school,  till  fourteen;  then  cutt- 
ing college,  which  is  left  at  eighteen ;  then  studying  di- 
vinity, and  at  twenty-one  beginning  to  preach. 

Besides,  the  clergy  of  the  Unit^  States,  for  reasooK 
givfinin  aprecedihg  chapter,  are  not  often  men  of  primary 
t^ents.  Sometimes,  indeed,  the  controlling  influenco  of 
piety  drives  men  of  great  talents  into  the  churqji ;  and 
sometimes,  perhaps,  other  circumstance? ;  but,  genejrally 
speaking,  no  one  clerical  denomination  posse^^es  alai^ 
proportion  of  the  strong  and  actiye  talent  of  the  count 
try,  which  is,  for  the  most  part,  seduced  into  the  Jaw^ 
physic,  and  merchandise,  by  the  more  splendid  rewardl^ 
of  wealth,  reputation,  and  mjSuence,  held  out  by  tbos§ 
qaWng^-  Whence,  in  fact,  the  philosophical  chairs  in 
QUr  colleges  are  not  often  filled ;  instead  of  a  luU^  sysr 
tematic  course  of  moral  philosophy,  including  th^  three 
greait  branches  of  ethics,  poUtical  econpmy,  and  i^err 
national  law,  Beattie's  Syllabus,  or  Paley's  Treatuie,  if 
givien  to  the  boys,  who  learn  by  rote,  and  tranacribe 
aonie  pages  of  the  book,  with  probably  here  jand  thipre 
a  remark  from  t;he  professor.  £!oniikig[  over  ^^  Blair'a 
Lectures,**  generally  se^^s  both  master  and  fu^  fpr 
a  course  of  bellesrlettr^  bjoA  ddeUndc;  .cwd  ^att^A 
little  Outline  of  the  lam  of  I^tioM^  xead,  and  ijfi^ 
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transcribed^  completes  the  circle  of  international  law. 
At  for  metaphysics  and  political  economy^  tliey  receive 
p  very  slender  portion  of  regard. 

The  elocution^  in  the  colleges,  is  in  geperal  extremely 
vitious;  in  addition  to  the  common  nuisance  of  a 
mouthing,  monotonous  rant,  a  na^a/twang  pervades  the 
pronunciation.  This  eloquence  of  the  nose,  rather  than 
of  the  mouth,  prevails  greatly  in  New-England,  whose 
(surplus  population  has  long  been  spread  annually  over 
New- York  and  the  Western  States ;  whence  this  mode 
of  elocution  is  continu^iUy  gaining  ground  throughout 
the  Union.  Its  origin  is  supposed  to  be  traced  to  the 
county  of  Kent,  in  England,  and  it  greatly  resembles 
the  nasal  sing-song,  or  eternal  chant  of  the  few  elder 
Scottish  congregations,  whether  Covenanters  or  Sece- 
ders,  that  arc  yet  to  be  found  in  this  country.  Unfor-* 
tunately,  oiu*  ears  are  saluted  with  these  funereal  sounds 
Ht  the  bar,  from  the  pulpit,  and  ex  cathedra,  in  the  col- 
leges. In  common  conversation  also,  we  meet  them;-^ 
and  even  the  roseate  lips  of  female  loveliness  occasionally 
condescend  to  call  in' the  aid  of  the  nasal  organ  to  tem- 
per the  sweetness  of  their  silver  tones. 

Now,  a  distinct,  various,  well-adapted,  impressive  utr 

terance,  is  necessary  to  all  who  desire  to  render  their 

conversation  instructive  and  pleasing.     And  how  much 

of  life  depends  upon  conversation  for  its  means  of  im-' 

provement  and  delight !  how  much  it  heightens  domes^ 

tic  endearments,  irradiates  social  intercourse,  enforces 

parental  instruction,  deepens  filial  reverence,  and  exalts 

brotherly  affection !    In  public  life,  a  prompt  and  vigor- 

oas  elocution  is  essential  to  the  acquisition  and  mainte-K 

nance    of  that   personial    influence  over  the  feelings, 

<^nioRs,  passions,  and  actions  of  others ;  witboult  isrhich 

human  communities  would  be  deprived  of  their  greatest 

cement  of  unirni,  and  best  guide  to  exertion.     Without 

Ae  tkA  of  felicitous  delivery,  in  vain  may  the  divine,  the 

politician^  lawyer,  or  teacher,  endeavour  to  give  to  tiieir 

Kspective  senmnents,  doctrines,  and  arguments^  their 

due  weight  and  e^fficacy.     Without  t^  accompaniments 

i()f  tSeaiipress^  ;ind  ferce  of  ism^iation,  y^i^  a»d  nd^ 
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tation  of  emphasis,  precision  and  fulness  of  delivery,  the 
loftiest  sentiments,  the  most  powerful  reasonings,  the 
tenderest  touches  of  feeling,  the  most  animated  flashes 
of  real  eloquence,  are  to  the  unfortunate  audience  tame 
and  unimpressive. 

The  ancient  Greeks  and  Romans,  in  the  best  days 
of  their  republics,  made  the  study  of  elocution  an  essen- 
tial part  of  liberal  education.  Many  years  were  devoted 
to  learning,  in  the  schools  of  rhetoric,  the  rules  and 
elements  of  appropriate  and  energetic  delivery.  Nei- 
ther Demosthenes  nor  Cicero  would  have  deemed  him- 
self qualified  to  appear  as  a  public  speaker  at  the  bar, 
or  in  the  senate,  until  he  had  diligently  studied  the 
means  of  obtaining  a  prompt,  easy,  apt,  and  forceful  ut- 
terance. But  the  scholars,  and  great  men  of  modem 
Christendom  have,  in  general,  been  too  negligent  of 
their  delivery,  both  in  reading  and  speaking.  Whence, 
it  is  not  uncommon  to  hear,  from  the  pulpit,  at  the  bar, 
and  in  the  senate,  orations,  full  of  learning,  argument, 
and  eloquence,  so  marred  in  the  enunciation  as  nearly 
to  destroy  their  effect.  The  public  speaking  and  read- 
ing of  the  present  day  is  too  often  disgraced,  either  by 
a  drawling,  drivelling  monotony,  or  a  quick,  indistinct, 
$ing-song  cadence.  The  whole  law  of  eloquence  is 
comprised  in  a  single  sentence ;  "  gravitas  sententiarum^ 
splendor  verborum,  proprietas  actionis;" — weight  of 
sense,  splendour  of  language,  and  aptness  of  delivery. 
The  three  requisites  of  good  delivery,  or  elocution,  are, 
a  clear  and  distinct  articulation  of  every  word,  syllable, 
and  letter;  an  adaptation  of  the  various  inflections  and 
intonations  of  the  voice  to  the  various  sense  and  feeling 
of  what  is  spoken  or  read,  aud  the  following  of  the  ac- 
tion or  gesture,  as  a  faithful  expositor  of  the  feeling  and 
sense  exhibited  by  the  reader  and  speaker. 

But  what  a  difference  is  generally  exhibited  betweea 
the  easy,  various,  apt,  energetic,  and  natural  tones  /rf 
animated  conversation,  and  the  stiff,  constrained,  mono- 
tonous, vapid,  and  unnatural  sounds  emitted  in  public 
reading  and  speaking.  Children  almost  universally  are. 
taught  to  read  in  a  different  manner^  and  to  use  diff^i^^t 
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tones,  cadences,  pauses,  and  emphases,  from  those  which 
nature  dictates  by  the  impulses  of  feehng  and  passion 
in  unconstrained  conversation.  And  this  artificial,  un- 
natural method,  is  cither  inculcated  or  tolerated  in  the 
recitals,  public  speakings,  readings,  and  declamations  of 
schools  and  colleges.  These  reading  and  speaking 
tones  are  seldom  more  than  two ;  one,  marking,  that 
the  sense  is  not  quite  completed,  tiie  other,  that  the 
sentence  is  closed.  The  first  one  consists  of  a  uniform 
elevation^  the  second  of  a  uniform  depression  of  voice. 
Hence  arises  the  imnatural  and  monotonous  manner  of 
reading  and  speaking  which  is  so  prevalent,  and  which 
habit  only  renders  more  inveterate  and  incurable.  The 
only  effectual  remedy  would  be,  to  make  the  study  of 
elocution  an  essential  part  of  liberal  education.  At 
present,  the  rudiments  of  delivery  are  generally  taught 
by  unintelligent  dames,  and  old  women,  or  illiterate 
men,  who  are  quite  ignorant  of  the  general  principleg 
and  practical  rules  of  elocution.  And,  when  boys  thus 
initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  bad  reading  are  transferred 
to  the  grammar-school,  the  matter  is  not  mended; 
for  the  teachers  are  too  much  absorbed  in  drilling  their 
young  recruits  in  construing  and  parsing,  to  pay  any 
attention  to  the  manner  in  which  they  read  and  speak 
their  own  vernacular  tongue.  We  are  not  then  to  mar- 
vel, that  a  thick  and  indistinct,  a  monotonous^  drawling, 
and  vapid  elocution  is  so  general. 

Next  to  the  acquisition  of  that  primary  requisite  of 
good  delivery,  a  clear,  distinct,  and  forcible  articuldtion, 
the  student  should  labour  to  obtain  a  proper  pronuncia- 
tion, or  the  most  approved  method  of  sounding  words, 
including  the  intonation  and  inflexion  of  the  voicfe,  the 
accent  and  emphasis.  An  awkward  pronunciation,  a 
bad  management  of  the  voice,  the  pitching  too  high  or 
too  low  a  key-note,  speaking  too  loudly,  or  feebly,  to 
be  distinctly  heard,  the  use  of  harsh  intonations,  of 
false,  uncertain,  irregular  cadences  and  emphases,  are 
the  peculiar  imperfections  of  particular  classes  of  men 
in  every  community^  and  sprh]^  from  a  faulty  education^ 
vulgar  society^  low  examples^   iaveterate  habits,   and 
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provincial  barbarism^.    The  difference  of  pronunciatkni/ 
between  different  meii,   relates  to  bodies  rather  than 
individuals^  whether  inhabitants  of  the  same  or  diflferrat 
countries.     For  instance,  thi3  English,  Irish,  and  Scot- 
tish, have  each  their  own  p^uliar  idiom  in  pronouncing 
the  English  tongue;  and  also  the  difiereiit  provinces 
and  countries  of  each  of  those  nation^  have  %  peculiar 
dialect ;  whence,*  not  only  do  the  Scottish,  Irish,  aad 
English  differ  Irom  each  other  in  the  pronuBciaticm  of 
the  same  language,  but  the  Aberdeen  dialect  is  scarcely 
intelligibte  to  a  man  of  Edinburgh;  that  of  Dublin  to 
the  people  of  Belfast ;  that  of  Cornwall  to  tibe  cockaae)^ 
in  London.     The  great  object,  therefore,  is  to  discover 
the  standard  pronimciation  of  a  country.     In  every  iCBr 
tire,  consohdated  sovereignty,  the  seat  of  government 
or  court  fixes  and  regulates  that  standard.     The  coiirt 
at  Paris  is  the  model  for  all  those  who  asmre  to  speak 
French  exquisitely ;  the  court  of  Madrid  n  the  pattern 
of  Spanish  pronunciation ;  that  of  Beiilin  regulates  the 
pronunciation  of  the  north,  as  the  cabinet  of  Viennit 
does  that  of  the  south  of  Germany ;  the  govemmoot 
circle  in  London  gives  the  tone  of  pronunciation  fep  aU 
those  in  the  British  isles  who  profess  to  l>e  liben^ 
educated  and  well-bred.    All  other  idioms  or  diidcctfi 
are  considered  as  tokens  of  a  low  and  d^eotive  educar 
tion,  and,  as  such,  disgraceful.     This  standard  pronuQr 
elation  being,  in  its  minuter  niceties,  continually  fluc- 
tuating with  the  fluctuations  of  the  mannera  and  fashions 
of  the  age,  cannot  easily  be  taught  by  wntten  or  printed 
rules,  Jbut  can   be  acquired  only  by  habits  of  inter- 
course and  conversation  with  those  who  have  been  thus 
liberally  trained. 

These  observations,  however,  do  not  Apply  to  Ae 
United  States,  where  there  is  no  standard  pronunciation 
df  the  English  language ;  for  An^erica  not  being  a 
consolidated  sovereignty,  but  a  confederacy  of  indiq>w« 
'dent  states,  no  one  state  ^or  portion  of  sthc  Union  caa  ar»^ 
rogate  to  itself  the  privilege  of  fixing  the  «taildttrd  ibf 
which  eveiy  wdll-bred  AmerioanishalliwgjultttechispBai' 
iimmciation.   MaMK:famsetiswilhn0ttmpUai*ly>&lk^ 
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goVetninent  pronunciation  of  New-Orleahs,  of  Geot^in, 
<*  the  Carolina's,  oi-  Vu-ginia,  or  Maryland ;  nor  will 
New-York  pride  itself  in  copjnng  the  court  enunciation 
of  New-Jersey,  or  Pennsylvania,  or  Ohio,  or  Kentucky, 
or  Tcilnesscc,  or  Indiana,  or  Mississippi.  And  Still  less 
will  any  of  these  republican  sovei-eignties  suffer  the 
federkl  city  of  Washington  to  prescribe  the  courtly  stand- 
ahi  of  pronunciation.  Nor  do  the  separate  states  look 
to  their  own  seats  of  government  as  the  models  of  ppo-^ 
nuhdatibn.  The  people  of  New- York  aire  not  anxious 
to  adopt  the  mode  usted  by  their  governor,  senators, 
a!nd  representatives,  convened  at  Albany ;  nor  are  the 
gentlemen  of  Philadelphia  ambitious  to  copy  the  govern- 
ment enunciation  of  Lancaster  or  Harrisburgh. 

Nevertheless,  there  is   a  greater  uniformity  in  the 
pjMttttnciation  of  English,  and  less  diversity  of  dialects, 
idioms,  and  provincialisms  in  the  United  States,  than  in 
England,  Ireland,  or  Scotland.    The  people  of  Geoi'gia 
and  Massachusrtts,  of  Connecticut  andVirginia,  of  New- 
York  and  Kentucky,  approximate  much  nearer  to  each 
others  pronunciation  than  do  the  natives  of  York  attd 
Dievon,  of  Dublin  and  Donaghadee,  of  Edinburgh  and 
Inverness.     Some  of  the  reasons  for  this  great  equality 
of  American  pronunciation  are,  that  the  United  States 
"Wete  chiefly  settled  by  Englishmen,  in  the  times  oflSi- 
zabeth,  James  the  First,  and  the  two  Charleses.    These 
first  settlers,  particularly  in  New-England,  were  gene- 
tiflly  people  of  some  education,  as  well  as  of  strong 
'  itflJ^oUfe j^J?^/*7?g- ;  and  therefore  less  likely  to  be  infkited 
Vrth*<he  "jiedtfliar  dialedts  and  proArincial  idioms  of  the 
|itadi8s  Mrheni*  thdy  Wnigrated.     The  Americans  afeo 
^irte  a^eryehtfei^rising  loijombtive  people  ;  the  ihhabit- 
•IfettjdftWe  different' states  iriter<x)mmuriicate  much  with 
%iai*h  V>ther,  and  donSeepiently  assimilate  in  the  pronUn- 
«aftJdh  W  ^tl«t  veiWadtOar  tongue  common  to  them  all. 
XriH^hwili'  hfavtofg  no  iiatiotial  standard  ihduees  them 
^Itft&^toth^t^df  Engird  fbr  their  model;  withfhis 
""HSHbtii^,  «iat  whereas  In  England,  dvdty  different 
*iS©fflltyJKa8^'aififerdrit  dialect,  thte  Utiitfecl  States  ^d4pe 
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can  the  best  English  standard^  by  the  help  of  approved^ 
written  rules  and  regulations,  and  the  personal  inter- 
course of  some  of  their  most  inteUigent  citizens  with, 
the  best  society  in  the  British  metropolis. 

The  question  has  been  much  debated,  whether  mo- 
dem nations  shouM  pronounce  Greek  and  Latin  accord— 
.  ing  to  the  analogies  of  their  own  living  languages,  or* 
establish  a  uniform  pronvmciation,  that  of  the  Greeks 
and  Romans  themselves.     The  great  objection  to  a  plarx 
of  universal  pronunciation  is,  that  we  know  very  little 
as  to  what  loas  the  Greek  and  Roman  pronunciation. 
Scholars,  to  this  day,  are  much  divided  in  opinion  upofl 
this  subject ;  and,  at  least,  until  their  discussions  can 
be  adjusted,  may  not  the  English  continue  their  own 
mode  of  pronouncing  Greek  and  Latin,  which  is  ip  fiiU 
accordance  with  the  analogy  of  their  own  living  tongue ; 
even  if  it  does  not  approximate  in  some  few  instances 
so  nearly  to  the  ancient  pronunciation  as  the  Italian, 
French,  German,  and  Scottish  modes  ?     For  we  have 
no  means  of  ascertaining  how  the  Greeks  and  Romans 
actually  pronounced  the  great  proportion  of  their  lan- 
guages ;  and  we  do   know  that  all  their  idioms  aod 
dialects,  all  their  nicer  tones  and  varieties  of  inflexion, 
have  perished  for  ever. 

The  Americans  speak  English  all  over  the  Union,  yet 
read  Greek  and  Latin  with  the  Scottish  pronunciation. 
The  reason  of  this  anomaly  is,  that  although  English  is 
their  mother-tongue,  yet,  ever  since  the  country  has 
been  settled,  the  dead  languages  h^ve  been  generally 
taught  by  Scottish  schoolmasters  and  professors,  who 
grafted  their  own  mode  of  pronunciation  upon  the 
native  stock  of  English  in  the  United  States^.  The  Scot- 
tish, as  a  people,  are  more  generally  educated  than  the 
English  ;  and,  consequently,  being  more  enterprising, 
spread  themselves  in  greater  numbers  as  teachc^r?  ^ 
over  the  world.  The  most  universally  inteUigent  .are 
always  the  most  enterprising  and  industrious  natioQS' 
The  Scottish  pronunciation  of  Greek  and  Latin  nwre 
>nearly  resembles  that  of  the  French,  Italians,  Spaniards^ 
jtnd  continental  Europeans^  generally^  than  doies  jthe 
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English)  because  the  Scottish  mode  of  pronoundn^ 
English  bears  a  greater  resemblance  to  the  vernacuk^ 
pronunciation  of  the  European  continent ;  which  mod4 
is  supposed  also  to  approximate  nearer  than  that  of  the 
English  to  the  pronunciation  of  the  ancient  Greeks  and- 
Romans. 

But  there  appears  to  be  no  good  reasoti  why  th« 
Americans^  who  in  general  pronounce  the  English  lan- 
guage in  greater  purity  than  the  people  of  England^ 
should  violate  all  the  analogies  of  their  own  living  pro- 
nunciation, and  engraft  into  their  classical  utterance  9t 
foreign  tone  and  accent,  borrowed  from  the  Scottish^ 
whose  idioms,  intonations,  and  inflexions,  are  altogether 
alien  from  their  own.  Nor  can  this  habit  long  continue 
in  the  United  States ;  for  tliey  will  soon  cease  to  look 
to  Scotland  •  for  teachers  of  the  dead  languages.  And 
when  American  scholars  instruct  the  youth  of  thig 
country,  they  will,  of  course,  follow  the  genius  and 
character  of  their  own  language,  whose  analogies  will 
eventually  eradicate  all  the  vestiges  of  Scottish  pro- 
nunciation^ which,  even  now,  does  not  pervade  the 
union ;  for  at  the  colleges  of  Schenectady,  in  New-York, 
Princeton,  in  New-Jersey,  and  of  New-England,  gene- 
rally, the  students  are  taught  **to  read  and  speak  th^ 
fslassics  after  the  English  mode. 

The  object  to  be  acquired  is,  to  ascertain  the  English 
quantity  with  which  the  vowels  and  colisonants  of  the 
Greek  and  Latin  languages  are  to  be  pronounced ;  and 
then  give  utterance  to  these  learned  tongues,  with  the 
same  distinct  and  manly  articulation,  the  same  bold  and 
impressive  intonations,  the  same  force  of  emphasis  and 
Tariety  of  cadence,  with  which  the  best  English  poei^ 
and  prose  writers  are  read  and  spoken.  This,  however, 
cannot  be  accomplished  by  the  mere  knowledge  of  the 
dead  languages,  but  by  an  intimate  acquaintance  with 
the  general  analogies  and  floating  usages  of  our  own 
mother-tongue.  And  in  the  nature  of  things,  and  the 
Judical  conformation  of  the  human  mind,  these  analogies 
must  always  enter  largely  into  the  scholar's  pronunciai- 
flbn  of  the  dead  languages.     And^  in  fact^  ever^  nativn 
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does  piintt«  jthJA  course.  The  Scottish^  French^  Italiwi, 
^rmans^  mwl  Spaniards  all  pronounce  Qreek  and 
Xaidn  according  to  the  analogies  of  their  own  living 
tongues ;  and  what  reason  can  he  assigned  why  the 
Americans  and  English^  who  both  speak  one  common 
language^  whose  mother  tongue  is  neither  Spanish  nor 
German,  nor  Italilui,  nor  French,  nor  Scottish,  should 
not  be  permitted  to  follow  the  same  law  of  nature,  rea- 
i|On,  and  hberty,  in  pronouncing  the  dead  language, 
according  to  the  analogies  of  their  own  living  idiom  r 
On  what  principle  should  a  Frenchman  or  Scotchman 
ijmdertake  to  teach  an  American  or  Englishman  to  read 
and  speak  Latin  and  Greek,  with  a  French  or  Scottish 
pronunciation,  which  would  not  equally  justify  teaching 
the  pupil  to  read  and  speak  EngKsh  with  a  French  or 
Scottisn  pronunciation?  Let  then  a  Scotchman  and 
Frenchman,  as  long  as  they  continue  to  talk  Scottish 
and  French,  follow  the  analogies  of  their  own  Uving 
tongues  in  pronouncing  the  dead  languages,  and  also 
let  the  numerous  and  growing  millions  of  America  and 
England  pronounce  the  classical  tongues  according  te 
the  general  analogies  and  best  usages  of  their  own 
living  Itoguage,  and  cherish  that  English  pronunciation 
which  has  taken  deep  rbot,  and  sprung  up  aloft  in  their 
own  native  soil ;  which  is  congenial  to  the  frame  and 
character  of  their  language,  which  owes  its  origin  to 
the  habits  and  manners,  the  ideas,  opinions,  and  senti- 
ments, the  peculiarities,  views,  intelligence,  and  national 
achievements  of  the  people. 

The  custom  which  regulates  the  pronunciation  of  all 
living  languages  is  not  made  up  altogether  of  the  usage 
of  the  Inere  multitude  of  ^eakers  in  a  commj^ni^, 
catinted  numerically,  and  sufiered  to  vote,/ier  capU^j  fw. 
the  standard  of  national  utterance ;  nor  does  it  spring 
entirely  from  the  usages  of  the  studious,  in  the  rece^seti 
;of  their  halls  and  colleges ;  nor  does  it  owe  its  origin  to 
the  unmingled  efforts  and  efiiisiqus  of  the  affluent,  gay, 
and  frishionable  portion  of  society ;  but  is  compowde4 
of  the  usages  of  all  these  three  classes  of  men.  Tht 
learning  of  the  scholars  acts  as  a  restraint  w4 
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wheels  ilike  ypon  the  frivolous  ^ectation  luid  ever* 
shifting*  osprice  of  the  Wealthy  and  fashionable^  and 
upon  the  illiterateness  and  ignorance  of  the  multitude : 
the  refinement  and  delicacy  of  the  Well-bred  and  po- 
lished curb  and  diminish  the  pedantry  of  the  mere 
scholar^  and  soften  the  rude  forward  vulgarity  of  th^ 
uneducated  and  uninformed^  while  the  plain,  strong, 
htMne-bred^  practical  common  sense  of  the  iqdustrioUn 
orders,  erectsr  a  barrier  of  equal  force  against  the  light  and 
airy  incursions  of  fashion,  and  the  ponderous  attacks  of 
laborious  scholarship.  The  Latin  and  Greek  infusions  of 
the  schools,  the  nieer  peculiarities  of  polished  life,  and 
the  native  provincialisms  of  the  irregularly  educated^ 
must  all  be  rec^ved  and  tolerated  by  each  other^  for  a 
loQgtime,  and  to  a  great  extent,  before  they  .can  grow 
up  into  that  permanent  general  use,  which  constiti|t^ 
ift  established  custom  of  pronunciation. 

The  W  vis  meflere^  etc.  of  Horace  is  as  applicable 
to  teaching  as  to  dramatic  enunciation ;  and  no  lecturer 
w31  ever  be  able  to  rend^  his  laboUrii  either  interesting 
or  instructive  to  his  pupils,  if  his  manner  be  dull,  cold, 
ttid  ftmnal,  aild  his  elocution  monotonous,  drawling^ 
Qisal,  and  vapid.     The  ii^enious  ardour,  or,  as  the  ant 
cientscall  it,  the  sacred  fire  of  youth,  can  only  be  kept 
slive,  and  fanned  into  a  brighter  flame,  by  the  kindred 
Cttthusiasm  of  the  teacher^  whose  example,  as  well  as 
precept,  is  necessary  to  inspire  the  student  with  a  love 
ibr  letters.     The  enthusiasm  of  the  head  is  genius,  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  heart  is  virtue ;  and  both  lie  at  the 
firandation  of  all  real  greatness.     The  paramount  ex* 
odieace  of  every  instructor  consists  in  the  ability,  so 
hsqppily  to  temper  and  combine  the  three  several  in^ 
t^eace^ofduiy,  necessity f2aidambitionf?L&  to  make  them 
att  oo-operate  in  their  respective  stations  and  powers,  to 
]»ro€kice  in  his  pupils  confirmed  habits  of  intellectual 
diligpence.     This  once  accomplished,  his  work  is  effectu-* 
ally  done,  for  they  will  ever  after  continue  to  enlarge 
the  limits  of  their  understanding,  by  vigilant  observa- 
ta)on,  by  S3nitematie  reading,  by  patient  reflection,  by  ra- 
fcksud  conversation,  so  that  all  which  they  see,  obierv^ 
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read,  and  hear,  shall  directly  tend  to  sharpen  the  sense 
€^  perception,  strengthen  the- power  of  association^ 
quicken  and  render  more  retentive  the  memoiry,  exercise 
and  invigorate  the  judgment,  deepen  and  enlarge  the 
faculty  of  reasoning,  and  kindle  all  the  fires  of  the 
imagination  into  a  brighter  and  steadier  blaze. 
'  The  course  of  lectures  on  belles-lettres  and  rhetoric 
should  contain  an  inquiry  into  the  elements  of  criticism 
on  metaphysical  principles,  by  which  Aristotle's  Poetics, 
the  fragment  of  Longinus  on  the  sublime,  and  Quinc- 
tilian's  institutes,  should  be  examined  and  tried.  A  cri- 
tical code  of  general  rules  should  be  established,  and 
illustrated  by  selections  of  passages  remarkable  for  their 
sentiment,  or  expression,  or  both,  -from  the  best  poets 
and  prose  writers,  in  the  Greek,  Latin,  English,  French, 
Italian,  and  Spatlish  languages.  > 

The  course  of  lectures  on  moral  philosophy  should 
demonstrate,  that  all  the  i^stems  of  ethics,  whether  an- 
cient or  modem,  which  are  not  based  on  revelation,  are 
reducible  to  a  calculation  of  individual  expediency,  for 
want  of  a  sufficient  sanction  to  eiiforce  the  observance 
of  their  rules  and  precepts;  whereiw  the  moral  code 
*  fCvealed  in  the  Scriptures  is  applicable  to  all  the  condi- 
tions and  circumstances  of  human  life,  individual,  do- 
mestic, and  social.   This  should  constitute  the  first  great 
division  of  the  subject  j  the  second  should  consist  of  an 
outline  oi political  philosophy ,  and  the  attention,  be  par- 
ticularly directed  towards  an  investigation  of  th^  means 
best  adapted  to  render  a  nation  permanently  prOMerous 
and  powerful.     The  third  division  should  com^reh^nd 
au  inquiry  into  the  law  of  nations,  as  founded  ontlie  lait 
of  nature,  on  conventional,  or  treaty  law,  and  on  com- 
mon, or  customary  law.  It  would  require  the  labour  of 
several  years,  employed  in  general  reading,*  and  patient 
thought,  to  improve  and  complete  two  such  courses  of 
lectures,  which  would  find  very  imperfect  substitutes 
in  the  daily  or  weekly  dole  of  a  few  pages  of  BlaiTi 
Beattie,  and  Vattel. 

Tlie  few  following  might  be  some  of  the  subject! 
which  would  admit  of  profitable  discussion ;  namfilf^ 


a:nd  cm. moral  philosophy.  3^1". 

firsty  that' the  moral  impulses  and  intellectual  capacities 
of  every  human  being  are  by  nature  co-equal,  and  co-or- 
dinate ;  that  is  to  say,  the  sensibilities  of  the  hieart,  and 
powers  of  the  head,  in  every  being,  are  naturally  equal 
m  strength  ;  a  dull  man  having  by  the  very  constitution- 
of  his  nature  slow  and  blunt  feelings ;  and  genius  being 
by  nature  endowed  with  quick  and  ardent  sensibilities;' 
and  so,  proportionally,  tlirough  all  the  gradations  of  in-^, 
tellect,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest  order  of  noiinda. 
In  after  life,  the  moral  and  mental  co-equality  is  seldom 
preserved,  owing  to  some  persons  cultivating  their  feel-. 
ings  more  than  their  understandings ;  while  others  im* 
prove  their  minds  to  the  neglect,  or  at  the  expense  of 
their  moral  impulses  and  emotions  ;  and^  consequently,  > 
as  all  the  human  powers,  whether  physical^  or  intellec 
tual,  or  moral,  grow  in  strength,  or  decay  in  weakiiessi, 
as  they  areexercised  or  disused,  the.wafwr^a/coequality 
of  feeling  and  mind  is  deranged  by  the  subsequent  cuU 
tivation  of  the  one,  in  an  undue  and  disproportionate, 
preference  to  the  other.    . 

Secondly.  That  the  possession  and  display  of  great  in- 
tellect does  not  necessarily  imply  the  exercise  or  po9-> 
session  of  moral  virtue.  For,  if  it  did,  individuals  and^^ 
nations  would  be  just  and  upright,  precisely  inpropor-! 
tion  to  the  quantity  of  their  talent  and  information ;  and- 
communities  and  persons  would  be  vicious  and  profli-s 
gate  in  the  direct  ratio  of  their  dulness  and  ignorance  ^t 
propositions  which  are  contradicted  by  tlie  uniform  ex*« 
perience  of  fact  and  history. 

Thirdly.  An  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  compOn 
rative  mind  of  the  ancients  and  modems.  This  question 
has  been  agitated  by  the  learned  in  Europe  ever  since 
the  revival  of  letters.  One  sect  of  scholars  has  contend-i 
ed,  that  the  ancients  excel  the  moderns  in  all  the  attri-- 
butes  of  genius,  while  another  maintains  the  superiority 
of  the  modems.  In  the  last  century  a  third  heresy 
sprung  up  amidst  the  European  philosophers  and  scho-^ 
lars,  who,  at  that  time,  as  they  supposed,  discovered  the 
secret  of  xmns  perfectibility ;  wliich  doctrine,  if  true, 
decides  the  question ;  for  if  the  human  race  be  growing 
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wiser  and  wiser,  eveiy  succeeding  generation,  in  its  pra- 
gress  towards  perfection,  of  course  the  ancients  were 
mere  children,  as  to  talents  and  acquisitions,  in  compa* 
rison  with  modem  wise  men ;  and  the  politicians,  war- 
riors, poets,  historians,  orators,  and  philosophers  oi 
Greece  and  Rome,  are,  by  several  centuries,  inferior  to 
the  coftcsponding  classes  of  men  who  protect,  adorn, 
and  guide  the  present  era  of  illumination.  By  pushing- 
the  two  first  theories  to  their  legitimate  extremes,  their 
inconclusiveness  will  appear :  for,  on  the  supposition 
that  the  ancients  were  superior  in  capacity  to  the  mo- 
dems, the  world  has  only  to  grow  to  a  certain  age, 
when  all  the  human  beings  in  it  will  be  mere  drills  iuM 
diangelings,  if  mind  diminishes  every  succeeding  gene- 
ration ;  and  on  the  supposition  that  the  modems  excel 
the  ancients  in  talent,  the  converse  result  vnll  be  pro* 
duded,  and  the  nearer  we  travel  up  to  the  commfence* 
ment  of  the  creation,  the  more  certainly  we  approximate 
to  a  race  of  ideots  and  dunces. 

It  should  therefore  be  shewn,  both  by  reasoning,  a 
priori^  from  certain  undisputed  elementaiy  principles  of 
metaphysics,  and  also  by  a  general  induction  from  par- 
ticular &cts,  that  neither  of  these  three  opinions  is  cor- 
rect; but,  that  although  individuals  differ  from  each 
other  in  the  amount  of  native  talent,  yet  large  masses  of 
men,  as  whole  communities,  average  an  equality  of  nar 
tural  capacity,  in  all  ages  and  countries.  How  far  that 
natural  capacity  shall  be  developed  into  active  pow^ 
and  display,  must,  of  course,  d^>end  upon  the  existing 
circumstances  of  the  age  and  country  in  which  it  ap- 
pears ;  as  the  form  and  spirit  of  government,  83rstem8*of 
education,  character  of  the  people,  and  all  those  predomi* 
nating  influences  which  stamp  the  family  features,  and 
direct  the  destinies  of  nations.  In.  examining  this  qaes* 
tion,  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the  best  means  of 
securing  for  the  public  service  a  succession^  regularhp 
continued  from  age  to  age,  of  able  men,  in  all  the  high 
departments  of  the  state,  political,  military,  and  literal^ 
And,  in  particular,  should  be>  explored  the  causes  which 
t^pcelerate  or  retard  the  growth  of  mind  in  these  United 
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tics^  literature,  art,  and  science. 

Ftmrthfy.  An  analysis  of  the  political  history  of  thii 
world  should  be  made,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  how  (at 
any  nation,  ancient  or  modem,  has  approximated  in  itl 
social  institutions  towards  the  union  of  the  three  great 
jrequisites  of  a  good  government ;  namely,  the  personal 
liberty  of  the  people,  strong  and  permanent  po^ei*  in 
the  hands  of  the  executive,  and  an  ample  developen^ent 
i^  the  national  mind,  by  a  system  of  comprehensive 
liberal' education. 

FiftMy.  An  inquiry  should  be  made  into  thie  elemen- 
tary principles  aivd  practical  exhibition  of  eloquence 
both  oral  and  written ;  in  the  course  of  which,  the  belft 
writers  of  Greece,  Rome,  Itilly,  France,  and  England, 
riMmkl  be  analyzed,  and  their  happiest  effusions  pointed 
out,  as  illustrations  of  the  general  rules  laid  dowif. 
These  few  Subjects,  with  some  others  which  might  be 
named,  if  properly  disciii^id  and  exemplified,  would 
rtty  materially  tend  to  lav  the  foundatibn  of  intellect 
toaJ  excellence,  broad  and  deep,  in  the  studentf s  mind. 

In  our  colleges^  the  mathematics  are'  genertdly  well 
taught ;  but  not  so  either  the  classics  or  metaphysics^ 
or  belles-lettres  and  rhetoric,  or  moral  philosophy,  in* 
duding  the  three  branches  of  ethics,  political  economy, 
and  national  law. 

The  study  of  mefopAyiicj  is  eminently  useful  in  shaq^K* 
^^&  brightening,  and  strengthening  the  faculties  of 
die  mind,  by  accustoming  it  to  the  process  of  analysisf^ 
the  exercise  of  abstraction,  recollection,  arrangement, 
carefiil  inquiry  into  the  springs  and  sources^human 
passions^  character,  and  conduct.  And,  in  addition  tor 
opening  the  best  roads  for  the  judicious  direction  and 
management  of  the  understanding,  the  science  of  mind 
is  kindred  td,  ^nd  prepares  th^  way  for  the  investiga- 
^on  of  other 'iifiportant  sciences.  The  only  ceirtain 
loundation  of  pnUology  and  criticism  rests  upon  a 
knowtege  of  metaphysics,  which  enable  us  to  examine 
sQkd  da^isiiy  th^  idea^  that  words  represent,  to  give 
predsion  axid  force  to  language,  and  to'  aibertain  thi 
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sources  of  the  emotions  raised  within  our  bosoms  by 
the  contemplation  of  sublime  or  beautiful  objects^ 
ivhether  belonging  to  the  material  woiid,  or  tlie  off- 
spring  of  moral  magnificence  and  loveliness.  Moral 
philosophy/  owes  its  existence  to  metaphysical  investiga- 
tion, which  explores  and  analyzes  those  feelings,  affec* 
tions,  passions,  and  sentiments  of  the  heart,  which  it 
is  the  business  of  morals  to  regulate  and  guide.  No 
moral  writer  can  clear  even  the  threshold  of  his'  science, 
without  the  aid  of  metaphysics.  "Eiven political  economy 
derives  light  and  direction  in  its  pursuits,  and  endea- 
vours to  promote  tlie  well-being  of  states  from  the  in- 
sight which  metaphysics  afford  into  the  nature  of  indi- 
vidual man,  seeing  that  the  multiplication  of  these  in- 
dividuals constitutes  the  living  materials  of  that  state 
which  the  political  economist  labours  to  adorn  and 
aggrandize. 

Neither  the  mathematics  nor  the  physical  sciences  are 
•Vv^ell  adapted  to  develope  the  faculties  of  youth.     In 
early  life  the  study  of  mathematics  exercises  only  the 
mechanism  of  the  understanding ;  and  children  who  are 
early  doomed  to  the  drudgery  of  casting  calculations, 
and  eternally  working  in  figures  and  algebraic  signsi 
bury  in  everlasting  forgetfulness  all  tlie  fine  and  fertile 
seeds  of  imagination,  which  in  that  vernal  season  of  ex- 
istence, under  a  more  liberal  culture,  would  spring  up 
into  a  lofty  stem,  wave  its  luxuriant  branches  in  the  air, 
display  the  rich  beauty  of  its  blossoms,  and  ripea  into 
an  abundance  of  fragrant  fruit     Nor  are  the  destruc- 
tion of  all  fancy  and  the  prevention  of  all  taste  counterr 
balanced  by  any  transcendent .  accuracy  of  mind :  for 
arithmetic,   algebra,  and  mathematics,  only  make  us 
acquainted,  in  many  different  forms,  with  a  few  simple 
propositions  always  the  same.    Demop^trated  truths  do 
not  show  us  the  way  to  those  that^^are  probable  and 
contingent,  and  which  alone  can  dir^cjt  pi^r^steps  in.  the 
afctive  business  of  practicaliife,  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
arts,  in  the  intercourse  of  society,     This  doubtless  ap- 
lies  only  to  the  common  labours  in  tho  mathematical 
trenches ;  for  inyei^tion  in  tbis  science^  as  in  ^y^ry  qth?j 


OXTTLIlffi   OF   A   LIBSRAL   l^DUCATION.  345 

pursuit,  is  the  felicitous  result  of  excited  genius.     But 
of  the  thousands,  who  pore  over  the  beaten  track  of 
mathematics,  how  many  exhibit  either  sense  or  reason 
in  the  important  transactions  of  life  ?  To  those  who 
are  not  inventors,  this  study  affords  the  nieans  of  un- 
folding only  one  faculty,  that  of  reasoning  closely  and 
conclusively  upon  given  premises ;  it  confers  no  power 
of  taking  ground,  and  laying  down  premises  on  which  to 
build  up  a  system  of  prompt,  various,  inductive  reason* 
mg.   A  dull  man  may  make  a  good  mathematician,  but 
by  no  possibility  a  good  classical  scholar. 
V  It  is  the  province  of  liberal  education  to  develope  and 
improve  all  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  and  to  cultivate 
and  improve  the  whole  moral  being ;  which  desirable 
purpose  is  best  accomplished  by  the  study  oflanguage^ 
as  the  chief  object  of  instruction,  attended,,  indeed,  and 
aided  by  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  but 
itself  the  primary  piu^it.     The  study  of  language  is 
peculiarly  fitted  to  render  the  faculty  of  associating 
similar  and  simple  ideas,  or  of  combining  various  and 
dissimilar  images  more  facile  and  rapid.  By  attributing 
definite  ideas  to  arbitrary  signs  and  conventional  soundsy 
and  by  forming  abstract  and  general,  when  particular 
and  definite  notions  cannot  be  obtained,  the  powers  of 
association  and  imagination,  like  all  the  other  faculties, 
must,   by  exercise  and  use,  be  greatly  strengthened. 
Add  to  which,  by  increasing  therapidity  and  strength 
of  the  associative  faculty,  the  study  of  language  im- 
proves the  capacity  of  reasoning,   increases  the  bril- 
liancy of  wit,  and  brightens  the  blaze  of  imagination  ; 
whence  all  the  mental  powers  are  enabled  to  work  with 
greater  promptness  and  effect  upon  every  subject  of 
human  inquiry  submitted  to  their  cognizance  and  con- 
sideration. 

But,  above  all  the  dead  languages,  the  Greek  and 
Latin  tongues  should  be  more  especially  studied,  as 
xjonducive  to  the  great  end  of  liberal  education  ;  not 
.only  because  they  contain  some  of  the  highest  flights  of 
genius,  but  also  because  they  have  a  greater  accuracy, 
^  more  philosophical  precision  tliau  any  living,  floating^ 
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continually-shiftiag  language  can  possets.  By  paying! 
particular  attention  to  the  study  of  these  two  inestimable 
languages,  from  the  first  dawning  of  academic  instruct 
tioti  to  the  clo^e  of  life,  the  mind  is  quickened, 
strengthened,  and  rendered  dear  and  luminous  in  aU 
its  views.  It  is  from  the  long  experience  of  their  uti- 
lity thut  the  study  of  these  languages  has  been  ^ade 
the  bams  of  all  the  establishments  of  liberal  educatbn 
which  hare  trained  up  so  many  profound  and  acebm* 
pUAed  «5hoW8  b  Eurooe. 

All  the  qualities  and  elements  united  in  language  are 
gradually  comprehended  by  the  student  while  ^n^aged 
in  trtiaislating  from  one  tongue  into  another.  Ai)  his 
fitculties  are  improved  by  the  prdcess  of  mastering  the 
peculiar  idioms  of  two  different  languages  alt  the  same 
time.  He  is  compelled,  by  the  very  nature  of  his  study^ 
to  make  bimsetlf  acquainted  with  the  several  ideas^  pre* 
rented  by  the  words  he  r^s  in*  regular  succession ;  to 
oonqpare  and  combine  differeht  sorts  of  analogies  and 
probabilities  offered  to  his  consideration  in  the  opinion^ 
sentiments,  and  propositions  that  he  peruses.  The 
number  of  faculties  which  this  study  aiHndcens  at  the 
same  time  ensures  it  the  pre-eminence  over  every^otii£r 
species  of  instruction.  It  quickens  the  power  of  per- 
ception, by  accustoming  the  mind  to  discern  the  nicer 
peculiarities  of  idiomatical  language  in  different  tongues; 
it  gives  speed  and  force  to  the  faculty  df  association,  by 
presenting  various  shades  of  difference  in  the  ideas 
es^pressed  by  words,  sifnilair  <h*  synonymous,  iii  different 
languages;  it  rendei^^the  memory  strong  and  retentive, 
by  exercising  it  constantly  in  the  recollection  of  new 
words  and  images;  it  deidpens  and  strengthens  the 
judgment,  by  continual^  soliciting  its  decisions  on  the 
more  exquisite  models  of  taste  and  beauty  in  composi^ 
tion  which  the  great  writer^  of  antiquity  have  left ;  it 
invigorates  and  enlarges  the  capacity  of  reasoning,  by 
perpetually  requiring  a  train  of  argument  upon  the  va* 
rious  qtsestions  in  ethics  and'  politics^  started  bf  the 
ancients,  tmder  very  pecuUa;r>  aspects  of  the  Sustain 
mind;  it;,brightensan/rc»derS'miove intensely' splendid 
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the  imagmationf  by  introducing  it  to  ufi  intimate  ao4 
quaintance  with  the  finest  s^eimens  of  poetry  and  elo^ 
quence^  precisely  at  that  period  in  the  history  of  mioi 
when  they  w^re  most  eagerly  and  auccessfidlycultivated^ 

Bi|t  fiuther^  the  appropriate  subject  of  the  best  por-« 
tion  of  claesical  learnings  the  study  of  the  poets,  histcvi 
riasis^  orators,  and  philosophers  of  Greece  soul  Rome,  la 
the  investigation  and  improvement  of  our  m^ral  mature  > 
the  feelings,  passions,  plans  of  action,  hidden  springa^ 
and  varioud(  movements  of  our  being.  The  moat  exal^^d 
wisdom,  the  most  sound,  practical  common  sense  of 
i^>eial  lifie,  in  its  highest  refinement,  is  drawn  frcMxi  tht) 
springs  of  Helicon  and  the  fountains  of  Parnassus,  fironl 
the  groves  of  Academus,  and  from  the  schools  of  th^ 
Pov^o  and  Lyceum.  All  narrow  and  single  systems 
of  education  are  bad ;  but  if  any  one  branch  of  learning 
deserves  pre-eminence,  it  is  that  which  induces  an  ha« 
bitual  contemplation  of  ourselves  and  of  our  common 
nature,  in  a  close  acquaintance  with  which  men  mii^t 
always  feel  a  deeper  interest  and  possess  a  larger  stakei 
than  inthe  lines  and  diagrams  of  the  mathematician,  the 
retorts  and  alembics  of  the  chymist,  or  any  combination 
of  material  substances  which  the  natural  philosopher 
may  explore.  It  is  &r  better,,  however,  that  the  study 
of  me  classics  should  be  acconipanied  with  that  of  w 
the  sciences,  in  carder  to  impart  a  course  of  full  and 
accomplished  education. 

It  might,  perhaps,  be  of  some  utility  to  sketch  a  very 
brief  outline  of  the  system  of  instruction  pursued  in  the 
schools  and  colleges  of  England,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  might  know  how  far  classical  literature  is 
prized  in  the  land  of  their  fathers,  and  learn,  themselves, 
to  set  a  higher  value  upon  it  than  they  have  hitherto 
done.  Let  us  instance  the  three  great  public  schools  of 
JStofif  Westminster y  and  Winchester^  as  leading  the  van 
of  English  Uberal  education.  At  these  schools  a  boy 
stays  until  he  is  eighteen ;  before  he  reaches  which  pe- 
riod he  is  expected  to  be  able  to  read^  ad  aperturam 
libri,  Virgil,  Horace>  Terence,  Gicero,  and  Livy; 
Horner^  Demosthenes^  Longjinus^  Aristophanei^  and 
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the  Greek  tragedians^  to  compose^  readily^  and  abun« 
dantly,  and  constantly,  in  Bnglish  verse  and  prose,  and 
in  Latin  verse  and  prose ;  and,  occaisionally,  in  Greek 
verse  and  prose  ;  to  make  Latin  epigrams  extempore, 
to  declaim  in  Latin,  to  write  Latin  critiques  on  a  given 
book  of  Homer,  or  play  in  Aristophanes,  or  iEschylus, 
or  Sophocles,  or  Euripides  ;  to  have  the  finest  passages 
of  the  Greek  and  Latin  classics  always  afloat  in  the  me-^ 
mory,  and  ready  for  apt  citation  and  allusion.  In  the 
English  universities  these  studies  are  prosecuted  on  a 
wider  scale,  and  with  the  additional  pursuits  of  mathe 
matics,  natural  philosophy,  history,  moral  philosophy, 
logic,  belles-lettres,  rhetoric,  and  municipal  law.  Cam* 
bndge  is  supposed  to  be  peculiarly  partial  to  mathema- 
tical, and  Oxford  to  classical  studies ;  but  at  both,  the 
system  of  instruction  is  ample  and  highly  liberal.  At 
two  and  twenty/  they  graduate,  and  (ffier  this,  (except 
in  the  church,  whose  order  of  deacon  is  taken  at  three 
and  twenty),  they  begin  to  study  for  the  learned  pro- 
fessions of  law  and  physic.  This  is  the  general  course  in 
England  and  Ireland,  which  produce  the  most  finished 
scholars  in  Europe.  Trinity  College  in  Dublin  has  long 
been  celebrated  for  its  great  proficiency  in  all  classical 
attainments.  The  English  and  Irish,  generally,  con- 
tinue their  acquaintance  with  the  classics  in  after-life.  ^ 

In  Scotland  the  boys  learn  no  Greek  at  school,  which 
they  leave  at  twelve,  when  they  enter  the  university,  aiid 
graduate  at  sixteen;  so  that  classical  literature  is  not 
much  cultivated.  A  few  years  since,  indeed,  the  study 
of  prosody,  and  the  composition  of  Latin  verse,  were  in- 
troduced into  the  high  school  of  Edinburgh.  But  the 
principal  studies  among  the  Scottish  are  moral  philor 
sbphy,  political  economy,  pubhc  law,  and  metaphysics. 

It  is  an  old  objection  of  Mr.  Locke,  but  bandied  about 
the  United  States  with  as  much  eager  triumph  as  if  it 
were  both  novel  and  wise,  "  that  it  is  foolish  to  require 
boys  to  compose  in  verse,  if  we  do  not  wish  to  make 
them  poets."  The  answer  is— that  boys  are  required 
to  mate  verses,  not  in  order  to  become  poets,  but  to  ob^ 
tain  a  more  complete  acquaintance  with,  and  dominion 
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Oy^r  the  langtisige  in  which  thef  compose.  Let  any 
one  make  the  experiment^  and  he  will  find  that  he  must 
pass  more  thought  through  his  brain,  and  a  greater 
^bimdance  and  selection  of  expression  in  composing 
twenty  lines  of  verse,  in  ivhaterer  language,  than  in 
writing  four  times  the  same  quantity  of  prose.  Liord 
Mansfield  was  not  disqualified  for  being  one  of  the 
greatest  lawyers,  statesmen,  and  orators,  the  world  ever 
taw,  because,  all  his  life,  even  after  he  was  eighty^  he 
used  to  write  Latin  verses  in  tlie  various  rythms,  nearly 
equal,  to  the  best  poetry  of  the  Augustan  age.  Nor  Wai 
Sir  William  Jones  a  less  profound  jurist  and  philosopher 
beca,use  he  was  an  accomplished  versifier  in  the  English, 
Latin,  and  Greek  languages. 

It  is  too  prevalent  a  fashion  in  the  United  States  to 
consider  all  classical ^  nay,  all  general  education,  at  an 
end,  as  soon  as  a  boy  leaves  college  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen, when  he  begins  to  prepare  himself  for  becoming  % 
merchant,  who  is  supposed  not  to  stand  in  need  of  aiiy 
literature;  or  a  clergyman,  or  physician,  or  lawyer,  who 
ai^e  deemed  to  want  nothing  more  than  a  mere  know- 
ledge of  theology,  medicine,  or  law.  In  addition  to 
lifhich,  it  is  thought  prodigious  wisdom  to  rail  at  all  stu- 
dious habits,  and  talk  loudly  about  trusting  to  the  ener^ 
gies  of  native  genius,  which  must  not  be  stifled  by 
poring  over  books.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  Latin 
of  our  college  boys  soon  becomes  threadbare,  arid  their 
Greek  quite  worn  out. 

,  When  Demosthenes  was  reproached  by  a  fopling  of 
Ills  day,  th^t  his  orations  smelt  of  the  lamp,  he  replied, 
\^  true,  there  is  some  difference  between  what  you  and  I 
do  by  lamp-light.*'  To  derive  all  from  native  genius,  to 
owenothing  to  others,  to  scorn  to  look  at  objects  through 
the  spectacles  of  books,  is  the  praise  which  many  men^ 
who  think  little  and  talk  much  delight  to  bestow  upon 
themselves  and  their  kindred  favourites.  Biit  no  one  in 
his  senses  would  wish  to  exclude  the  student  from  an 
acquaintance  with  the  Works  of  others ;  for  if  it  were 
possible,  and  men  wer^  forbidden  to  avail  themselves  of 
tfoe'labours  of  their  predecessors,  each  succeeding  gene-^^ 
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lustre  the  great  poets^  historians^  orators^  statesmeB, 
and  philosophers  of  the  world : 
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In  every  profession  various  kinds  of  learning  are  emi- 
hently  useful^  although  to  common,  slow  understand-^ 
ings  they  do  not  appear  to  bear  any  very  close  relation 
to  their  particular  calling;  and  various  general  informa- 
tion always  tends  to  quicken  the  power  of  penetration, 
and  strengthen  the  judgment.  A  mind,  liberally  culti- 
vated, has  an  extensive  intellectual  grasp,  which  seizes 
at  once,  as  by  intuition,  every  argument  that  bears  fairly 
on  the  question,  and  thus  ensures  accuracy  and  stabi- 
lity to  all  its  serious  deliberations  and  mature  conclu- 
sions. But  a  narrow  understanding  (and  all  ignorance  in 
its  very  nature,  and  ex  vi  termini^  implies  narrowness 
of  the  understanding,)  being  unacquainted  with  elemen- 
tary principles  and  general  truths,  is  confused  and  per- 
plexed by  every  ordinary  occurrence,  and  is  busied  only 
in  managing  little  points,  and  raising  quibbling  objec- 
tions  that  cannot  stand  a  moment  against  the  direct  at- 
tillery  of  that  able,  well-applied,  comprehensive  reason- 
ing, which  is  ever  the  legitimate  result  and  sure  re- 
ward of  time  diligently  employed  in  laying  the  broad 
basis  of  a  liberal  education. 

Ignorance  is  the  greatest  of  all  evils,  because  it  tends 
to  augment  and  perpetuate  every  other  evil,  by  pre- 
cluding the  possible  entrance  of  all  good.  Its  fatal  in^ 
fluence  not  only  indisposes  the  mind  to  exertions  for  its 
own  deliverance,  but  also  excites  a  malignant  opposition 
to  every  effort  to  enlighten  mankind.  Men  love  this 
darkness  rather  than  light,  because  it  conceals  the  di- 
mensions of  danger,  favours  the  slumber  of  indolence, 
and  soothes  the  dreams  of  folly.  And  so  completely' 
does  fong'-confi/iwerf  ignorance  tend  todisqualify  the  mind 
for  improvement,  that  it  is  only  in  the  earlier  stages  of 
Hfa  that  it  is  capable  of  being  trained  by  the  patient 
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process  of  education^  to  habits  of  intelligence.     It  is 
vain  to  endeavour  to  operate  any  great  moral  change^ 
or  intellectual  improvement,  0.1  the  fiiU-grown  popuTa- 
,tion  of  any  community.     Their  characters  are  fixed; 
their  faculties  have  ceased  to  be  progressive ;  the  range 
of  their  ideas  has  already  taken  the  form  and  pressure, 
the  hue,  and  colouring,  and  direction,  of  the'ur  previous 
education ;  and  cannot  tolerate  any  innovation  upon  their 
long  cherished  prejudices  and  circumscribed  customs. 
It  is  with  youth,  nay,  with  childhood,  the  labours  of  the 
preceptor  must  begin ;  for  to  them,  in  a  great  measure, 
IS  the  successful  prosecution  of  intellectual  and  moral 
culture  confined.     "  He  (observes  Dr.  Johnson)  who 
voluntarily  continues  in  ignorance,  when  he  mai/  be  in- 
structed, is  guil^  of  all  the  crimes  and  follies  which  ig- 
norance produces;  as  to  him  who  extinguishes  the  night 
fires  of  a  beacon,  are  justly  to  be  imputed  all  the  csda* 
mities  of  the  shipwreck  occasioned  by  the  darkness.** 
It  is  by  the  Hiifiision  of  general  information  alone  that 
the  understanding  can  be  improved  in  all  its  faculties; 
that  the  thoughts,  which  now  only  occasionally  appear 
to  the  secluded  speculations  of  a  few  solitary  thinkers, 
can  be  communicated  from  intellect  to  intellect,  concen- 
trated in  strength,  and  brightened  in  reflected  splendour; 
so  that  an  uninterrupted  chain  of  progressive  improve- 
ment may  unite  together  all  the  intelligent  minds  of  an 
enlightened  community. 

The  rythm  of  the  Latin  language  is  entirely  disre-. 
garded;  and  in  this  free  country  we  ramAex  prosody  ad 
libitum.  Our  gi-avest  divines,  most  learned  physicians^ 
profound  lawyers,  and  celebrated  professors,  talk  fami^ 
liarly  of  "  Aristides^'  of  "  Herodqlus,''  of  suing  "  in 
fortnd  pauperis,^  of  the  writ  ^^ facias  habere  posses^- 
sianem^  and  so  forth.  The  excuse  for  this  systematic 
rebellion  against  all  metre  was  for  a  long  time  found  in 
the  fact  that  our  Scottish  teachers  neglected  all  prosody: 
this  apology  must  cease  now,  because  some  years  since 
the  proper  metrical  pronunciation  of  the  classics  waB 
introduced,  as  part  of  its  system  of  education,  into  th^ 
high  school  at  Kdinburgh ;  and  that  celebrated  seminary 
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nowproduGesprizepoems  inLatinHexameters.  Mr.Burke 
might  have  thundered  his  ^'  magnum  vecttgal  est  parsi- 
monia'*  into  the  ears  of  an  American  administration^ 
without  offending  their  nicer  classical  organs^  or  hear^ 
ing  both  from  the  treasury  and  the  opposition  bencbeSy 
the  portentous  sound  of  ^^tigal^  tigal^  echoing  through 
all  ttie  house,  until  his  premeditated  speech  was  prema- 
turely brought  to  a  dose. 

It  would  be  considered  a  sure  token  of  a  low  and 
vulgar  education,  if  an  American  were  to  mis-pronounce 
every  English  word  he  uttered,  and  make  all  the  long 
syllables  short,  and  all  the  short  syllables  long;  audit 
is  not  less  offensive  to  hear  the  Latin  and  Greek  lani 
guages  treated  in  the  same  barbarous  manner;  to  observe 
the  quantity  of  every  word  in  Homer  and  Virgil,  in 
Demosthenes  and  Cicero,  regularly  assassinated  by  men 
who  call  themselves  scholars.  To  confess  the  truth, 
however,  our  free-bom  citizens  are  apt  to  take  as  much 
liberty  with  the  rythm  of  their  mother  tongue  as  with 
that  of  the  dead  languages ;  and  we  daily  hear,  irom 
the  pulpit,  in  the  senate,  and  at  the  bar,  of  ^^  perempi 
tory;"  "territory,**  "dormitory,**  "legislature,**  "genu- 
ine,** "sanguine,"  &c.*  The  late  Mr.  Gouvemeur  Mor- 
ris, one  of  the  ablest  and  most  eloquent  men  whom  the 
world  has  produced,  in  an  inaugural  discourse  to  tbe 
New-York  Historical  Society,  condescended  to  use 
some  splendid  sophistry,  in  order  to  prove  that  poetry 
and  rythm  are  unworthy  the  attention  of  America,  be- 
(^tose  steam-boats  are  useful  to  the  community.  Tbe 
language  of  the  orator  is  lofty,  but  we  might  ask  whether 
or  not  his  judgment  would,  have  been  as  sound,  and 
his  imagination  as  well  disciplined,  if  he  himself  had 
been  a  classical  scholar;   and  whether  or  not  England 

*  Note,  that  this  pnge,  instancing  the  neglect  of  prosody,  was 
Jianded  to  roe  without  a  single  mark  to  denote  the  quantity  of  ihe 
syllables  which  our  American  scholars  so  regularly  mis.pronounce. 
Upon  inquiring  the  cause,  I  was  informed,  that  they  had  no  sucl 
mlirksy  and  the  press  was  stopped  till  the  type-founder  could  cast 
them.  And  this  printing-office  18  one  of  the  first  and  most  lespsc* 
teble  io  tbe  Uidted  States. 
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it  inferior  to  other  nations  in  the  inventions  of  airt>.  i^ndi 
the  discoveries  of  science^  because  she  excels  tbem-^a^I 
in  literature? 

The  United  States  have  produced  scarcely  a,  ain^^^ 
/eomeif  writer^  in  the  strict  acceptation  of.that.termal 
indeed^  I  do  not  know  one  American  work  on  dassit^id. 
literature,  or  that  betrays,  any  intimate  acquaintance: 
with  the  classics.  And,  excepting  Cicero's  works^  printed* 
accurately  and  well  by  Wells  and  Lilley,  at  Boston^  thtr. 
only  classical  productions  of  th^  American  press  are;  they 
r^ubhcation  of  a  few  common  schoolbooks.  Nbr^  Ibe^i^ 
lieve,  have  the  United  States  produced  any  elemektaryl 
work  on  ethics,  or  political  economy,  or  metaphysiks.; 
The  great  mass  of  our  native  publications  consists,  o£ 
newspaper  essays,  and  party  pamphlets.  There  are! 
wtyenX  respectable  state  and  local  histories,  as .  those 
of  New-York  and  New-Jersey,  by  Smith,  Trumbull*s' 
History  of  Connecticut,  Ramsay  s  History  of  Souths. 
Carolina,  to  which  add  his  Account  of  the  United- 
States,  and  Holmes's  Annals,  M^Call's  Georgia,  Dar-; 
by's  Louisiana,  and  Stoddart's  Account  of  that  State, 
J^erson's  Notes  on  Vurginia,.  Borman's  Maryland,' 
Prudes  Pennsylvania,  Williams's  Venhont,  Belknap^s 
New-'Hampshire,  Hutchinson's  Massachusetts,^  Sullr^ 
van's  Maine,^  Minot's  History  of  Shay's  RebeUiori,  and 
Drake's  History  of  Cincinnati,  in  Ohio;  together  with 
divers  accounts  of  the  late  war,'  mostl;^  written  in  that 
crueiading  style  which  revolutionary  France  has  render^- 
ed  current  throughout  the  world.        .  ': 

Of  native  novels  we  have  no  great  stock,  and  none 
good;  our  democratic  institutions  placing  all  the  people 
on  a  dead  level  of  political  equality^  and  the  pretty 
equal  diffusion  of  property  throughout  the  country  af- 
fords but  little  room  for  varieties,  and  contrasts  of  cha-» 
racter ;  nor  is  there  much  scope  for  fiction,  as  the  coun- 
try is  quite  new,  and  all  that  has  happened  from  its. 
first  settlement  to  the  present  hour,  respecting  it^  \i 
known  to  every  one.  There  is,  to  be  sure,  some  tra- 
ditionary romance  about  the  Indians;  but  a  hovel  de^ 
soibing  th^se  miserable  l>%rbariaB6^  their  squaws^  and 
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papooses^  would  not  be  veiy  interesting  to  the  present 
race  of  American  readers. 

Our  poetry  is  neither  abundant  nor  excellent;  the 
state  of  socie^  is  not  favourable  to  its  production ;  there 
is  not  much  individual  wealth  to  afford  patronage,  nor 
any  collegiate  endowments  bestowing  learned  leisure: 
die  trading  spirit  pervades  the  whole  community^  and 
the  merchant  s  ledger  and  the  muses  do  not  make  venr 
raitable  companions.  The  aspect  of  nature^  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  presents  magnificence  and  beau^  in  all  pro- 
fusion; but  hill  and  dale,  and  wood  and  stream,  are 
not  alone  sufficient  to  breathe  the  inspirations  of  poetry^ 
unless  seconded  by  the  habits  and  manners,  the  feeling, 
taste,  and  character  of  the  inhabitants.  Besides,  the 
best  English  poets  are  as  much  read  here  as  in. Britain; 
and  Milton,  Cowper,  Bums,  Scott,  Southey,  Byron, 
Campbell,  and  Moore,  are  formidable  rivals  to  our 
American  bards,  who  must  either  follow  some  other 
more  substantial  vocation  than  poesy,  or  soon  mingle, 
as  spirits,  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  ethereal  world;  for, 
beyond  all  peradventure,  the  most  exalted  genius,  aided 
by  the  most  extensive  learning,  if  dependent  on  literary 
pursuits  alone  for  subsistence,  would  be  permitted  to 
starve  by  our  good  republican  Msecsenates.  The  late 
president  Dwight,  when  quite  a  young  man,  wrote  two 
respectable  poems,  called  ^^  The  Conquest  of  Canaan,** 
;md  "  Greenfield  Hill."  Mr.  Barlow's  ''  Columbiad,' 
though  full  of  hard  words,  and  loud-sounding  linesy  ba3 
many  magnificent  descriptions  of  natural  scenery,  and 
some  most  fantastic  visions  of  crude  philosophy,  and 
sti}l  cruder  politics.  Mr.  Sargeant,  of  Boston,  has 
written  some  very  spirited  national  lyrics;  and  Mr* 
Pierpoint's  ^^  Airs  of  Palestine"  ara  an  elegant  and  po- 
pular performance.  "  The  Bridal  of  VaumondC  is  in  a 
much  higher  strain ;  and  the  writer,  though  evidently 
young  and  unexperienced,  has  swept  the  chords  of  his 
lyre  with  a  master  s  hand,  and  gives  token  of  an  energy 
OT  intellect,  reach  of  thought,  and  variety  of  infcMmation, 
lirhich,  if  well  directed,  and  steadily  impelled,  cannot 

&tl  to  conduct  him  eventually  to  the  heights  of  our  csm^ 
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miinity.  Possibly  this  little  poem  may  not  b^  a  favour- 
ite with  those  profomider  critics  who  read  by  the  finger 
rather  than  the  ear^  on  account  of  its  various  rythm ; 
but  those  to  whom  the  happier  efiusions  of  genius^  ta^te, 
and  feeling  are  dear^  cannot  fail  to  appreciate  its  high  ox^ 
cdleuce.  H^dwortKs  poems^  lately  published  in  New- 
York,  are  manifestly  the  production  of  an  uneducated 
mind;  but  they  evince  a  vigour  of  talent^  a  depth  of 
feeling,  and,  in  many  instances,  a  purity  of  taste,  that 
ought  to  carry  their  possessor  up  from  the  drudgery  of 
ame  re  mechanical  employment  into  a  purer  and  a  more 
oongenial  atmosphere.  The  too  scanty  biographical 
sketch  of  the  author,  prefixed  to  these  poems,  contains 
an  interesting  account  of  the  struggles  of  unassisted  ge- 
nius with  early  penury,  and  a  protracted  period  of  un^ 
propitious  circumstances.  A  hint  is  thrown  out  in  this 
dcetch  of  the  publication  of  a  second  volume  of  Mr. 
Woodworth's  poems :  if  this  be  done,  it  is  adviseable  for 
the  author  to  bestow  some  additional -care  upon  the 
rjrthm,  the  rhymes,  aud  the  general  structure  aiul  finish- 
ingof  his  verses. 

^  ^Tlie  greatest  national  work  which  the  United  States 
have .  produced,  is  Chief  Justice  MarshalFs  "  Life  of 
Washington."  The  character  of  Mr.  Marshall,  for  great 
talents  and  sound  information,  has  been  long  thoroughly 
established.  When  young,  his  reputation  as  an  wlwq^ 
cate  was  great.  Some  years  since,  in  1 797-8>  he  dis- 
played his  dexterity,  judgment,  and  decisioi\,  as  a  diplo- 
matist, in  his  well-known  negotiation  with  M.  Talley- 
rand ;  and  now,  as  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States, 
he  maintains,  with  masterly  ability,  firmness,  and  dig-' 
nity,  the  best  interests  of  liberty  and  law ;  which,  in- 
deed, are  always  inseparable.  The  work,  however, 
bears  evident  marks  of  haste  and  negligence,  which, 
indeed,  is  confessed  by  the  author ;  but 


^  Ot/  y/^  ftoLY^vy^io^  st/Sciv  /8of;X9}9o^v  aiii^ ; 


»t 


i judge  should  never  be  too  indolent.    Nevertheless,  the 
biook  is  written  in  a  clear,  manly,  and  vigorous  style^ 
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and  eontaiM  an  admirable  outline  of  the  history  of  the 
British  North  American  colonies  from  their  first  settle- 
toieni  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  revolutionary  war. 
Full  justice  is  done  to  the  exalted  character  of  Washing- 
ton, and  to  his  illusirious  compatriots ;  an  ample  aim 
mstiructive  account  is  given  of  the  origin  and  progress 
pf  political  parties  in  uie  United  States ;  and  the  notes 
contain  disquisitions,  replete  with  profound  reasoning 
and  philosophical  analysis. 

^  Of  periodical  works  we  have  some  few  that  exhibit 
considerable  talent,  and  contain  much  valuable  ii^Qtrma* 
tioii.  •  TTie  Port  Folio  is  conducted  by  its  presentedi- 
for,  Mr.  John  £.  Hallj  with  great  ability,  taiste,  and 
judgment,  and  displays  many  admirable  specimens  of 
elegant  and  finished  composition,  and  of  sound,  manly 
criticism.  This  journal  was  originally  established  hv 
the  late  Mr.  Dennie,  who  is  called  the  American  Ad- 
dison, nearly  twenty  yiears  since,  and  is  the  only  pe» 
riodical  work  in  the  united  States  to  which  so  long  a 
life  has  becjn  accorded.  Mr.  Dennie  was  the  first  gen- 
tleman in  this  country  who  devoted  himself,  exclusiuefyi 
to  the  pursuit  6f  letters,  which  he  cultivated  to  the  last 
hour  of  his  earthly  pilgrimage ;  and  received  from  his 
benevolent  fellow-citizens,  as  a  recompence  for  his.  feli*- 
citous  effusions  of  genius,  taste,  feeling,  tenderness, 
eloquence,  wit,  and  hnmoxxv^ permission  to  starve. 
'  For  general  ability,  and  various  information,  the 
**  North  American  Review,^  edited  at  Boston,  is  proba- 
bly the  most  conspicuous  of  all  the  periodical  publica* 
tions  in  the  United  States. 

In  the  Analectic  Magazine  there  are  able  original 
essays,  well  written  biography,  and  some  judicious  cri-^ 
ticism.  The  Portico  displays  a  vigour  of  thought,  a 
boldness  of  originality,  and  a  manly  eloquence,  that 
deserve  much  more  than  the  languishing  support,  ba* 
lancing  between  life  and  death,  which  it  receives  fix>m 
the  opulent  citizens  of  Baltimore.  The  American  Ma* 
gazine  and  Review,  recently  floated  in  New- York,  con- 
tains much  valuable  information  respecting  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  various   learned   societies  in  the  United 
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States;  but  its  critical  department  stands  altogether  on 
a  false  foundation,  namely,  that  criticism  consists  in 
finding  fault  '^  He  is  a  very  great  critic/'  says  She- 
ridan, sarcastically,  ^^  for  nothing  pleases  him/'  It  re- 
quires, however,  much  more  talent  and  learning,  as  well 
as  more  good  temper,  to  praise  judiciously  than  to  blame 
indiscriminately.  The  Neologist  is  a  periodical  paper, 
of  which  nearly  one  hundred  numbers  have  appeared 
in  the  New* York  Daily  Advertiser,  which  still  continues 
to  publish  its  hicubrations  twice  a-week.  It  is,  evident*^ 
ly,  the  production  of  young  persons,  who  have,  as  yet, 
but  little  experience  in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  or  the 
•ocial  habits  of  our  great  cities ;  but,  beyond  all  doubt, 
llie.United  States  have  nat^  hitherto,  produced  essays 
€i^ual  to  those  dF  the  Neologist,  in  r^  genius,  learned 
:cnticism^  ethical,  disquisition,  fine  taste,  sound  thought, 
<diaste  composition,  various  erudition,  and  toudiing  elo» 
'quence•^  >  And  we  trust,  as  it  is  widely  circulated 
through  the  medium  of  the  newspapers  in  New-York 
and  Boston,  that  it  will  serve  to  correct  and  restrain 
the  pritriency  of  our  little  master*misses  and  literary 
foplings  to  prattle  incontinently  upon  the  merits  of  4 
jDinute  ballad,  or  small  song,  or  ntvrpOs  setd;  and  teacl^ 
them,  either  to  be  silent,  or  learn  to  direct  their  atten«> 
tion  to  some  more  profitable  employment :  perhaps  the 
Neologist  may  teach  them  the  meaning  of  the  proverb, 
^  ne  sutor  ultra  crepidam.'' 

'  Mr.  Trumbull's  MFingaly  written  to  ridicule  the  to- 
nes during  the  iievolution,  exhibits  much  of  the  wit,  and 
.some  of  the  learning,  of  Butler  s  Hudibras.  Mr.  Wash- 
ington Irving's  Sahnagundi  and  History  of  Knickerboc- 
hcTy  need  not  shrink  from  competition  with  any  European 
performance,  in  the  felicitous  combination  of  good  hu- 
moured wit,  delicate  irony,  dexterous  delineation  of  cha- 
racter, skilfiil  exposition  of  the  fashionable  follies  preva- 
lent in  the  United  States,  with  the  occasional  relief  of 
iexquisitely  finished  composition,  fiiU  of  tenderness,  me« 
lancholy,  pathos,  and  eloquence.  Mr.  Iryihg's  Sketch  of 
the  JUfe  o/^  Campbett,  the  Scottish  poet,  is  an  admirable 
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union  of  sound  philosophy,  delicate  taste,  judicious  cri» 
ticism,  fine  feelmg,  and  elegant  writing. 

.  Mr.  Wirt  has  long  been  known  as  one  of  the  most 
eloquent  speakers  and  writers  in  the  union :  as  an  advo- 
cate, he  is  considered  the  first  at  the  Virginia  bar,  a  bar 
fertile  in  powerful  and  animated  oratory.      His  Old 
Bachelor,  a  collection  of  essays  on  various  subjects,  first 
stamped  his  excellence  as  a  writer,  and  is  become  de- 
servedly popular  all  over  the  country  :  its  chief  objects 
are  to  vindicate  the  American  character  and  intellect 
irom  European  aspersions,  to  rouse  the  martial  spirit  of 
his  countrjrmen,  and  excite  a  love  of  letters  in  the  United 
States.     His  British  Spy  exhibits  the  finer  characterise 
tics  of  American  eloquence,  alike  in  the  author  s  own 
composition,  and  in  his  delineations  of  some  of  our  firsts 
rate  oratory.     His  Sketches  of  the  Life  of  Patrick 
Henry  gives  a  most  interesting,  instructive,  and  elo-. 
quent  account  of  Henry,  who  is  considered  as. one  of 
the  greatest  orators  and  profoundest  statesmen  that  Vir^ 
ginia  has  produced.     And  also  it  exhibits  the  origin 
and  progress  of  the  chief  actors  who  brought  about 
the  independence  of  the  United  States. 

It  is  quite  enough  to  say  of  the  late  Fisher  Ames, 
that  he  is  denominated  by  his  fellow  citizens  the  Burke 
oi  America. 

Mr.  Colden's  Life  of  Fulton  is  a  very  instructive  and 
valuable  work.  It  is,  however,  manifestly  the  produc- 
tion of  one  more  accustomed  to  public  speaking  than  to 
closet^composition ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that  some  of 
the  most  eloquent  speakers  in  the  senate,  and  at  the  bar, 
both  in  Britain  and  in  the  United  States, /or  want  of 
practice^  do  not  write  with  so  much  precision,  fluemiy, 
and  force,  as  their  undoubted  talents  and  information 
would  naturally  lead  us  to  expect.  Rousseau  used  to 
say,  "  that  with  whatever  faculties  a  man  might  be  bom, 
that  of  writing  well  was  not  one ;  for  that  can  only  be 
attained  by  long  and  constant  exercise,  and  habitual , 
imitation  of  the  best  models."  And  when  Dr.  Johnson 
was  once  shown  a  book  written  by  ah  eminent  British  . 
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statesman,  he  said,  "  this  book,  Sir,  is  written  with 
great  ability:  it  displays  vast  reach  of  thought  and  vari- 
ety of  erudition;  and  the  style,considering  the  gentleman 
has  not  been  used  to  write,  is  excellent." 

It  is  not,  of  course,  intended  to  notice  all  the  writert 
who  have  by  their  talents  and  information  shed  a  lus- 
tre on  the  United  States,  but  merely  to  mark  out  a  few 
examples  of  different  species  of  literary  excellence.  It 
would,  however,  be  quite  unpardonable  to  omit  the 
name  of  Mr,  fValsh,  who  is,  confessedly,  the  first  man 
of  letters  we  have  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic.  His  in- 
formation on  general  literature,  poUtics,  and  history,  is 
copious  and  accurate.  His  style  of  writing  is  elaborate, 
vigorous,  splendid,  and  eloquent;  with,  perhaps,  rather 
too  frequent  a  use  of  the  sesquipedalia  verbUy  and  of 
French  words  and  phrases,  which  weaken  the  strength^ 
and  mar  the  un^m^ity  of  the  composition.  The  Eng- 
lish language  is  sufficiently  comprehensive  and  ener- 
getic to  give  adequate  expression  to  any  sentiment,  how- 
ever sublime,  or  tender,  or  indignant,  or  pathetic:  the 
whole  compass  of  the  human  heart  and  head  may  be 
struck  upon  its  chords,  and  every  tone  made  to  dis- 
course most  excellent  music.  Dr.  Johnson,  in  animad- 
verting upon  the  gallicisms  of  Mr.  Hume,  said,  **  that  if 
they  were  suffered  to  gain  ground,  England  would  soon 
be  reduced  to  babble  a  dialect  of  France."  What  is 
now  said  is  by  no  means  said  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
pressing or  detracting  from  the  great  merits  of  M^". 
Walsh,  from  whose  writings,  (to  use  a  strong  expression 
of  Lord  Bacon,)  "  he  who  does  not  receive  instruction 
and  delight,  must  be  more  than  man,  or  less  than  beast.** 
And,  might  I  be  permitted  to  add,  that  splendid  and 
vigorous  as  are  the  writings  of  Mr.  Walsh,  his  converse^ 
tionis  still  moVe  rich,  instructive,  and  interesting? 

The  United  States  ought  to  cherish  the  efforts  pf  a 
man  so  gifted  and  so  adorned,'  who  devotes  to  the  pro 
secution  of  letters  talents  and  learning,  that,  .otherwise 
directed,  would  command  any  height  of  exaltation  and 
influence  which  our  community  can  give.  Mr.^Walsh's 
Letiteronthe  character  and  genius  of  the  French  goverur 
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ment  is  a  peculiarly  splendid  production,  and  contaiiis 
some  very  valuable  information,  altogether  new^  when 
promulgated,  on  the  finances  and  internal  administra- 
tion  of  the  imperial  revolutionary  government*  It 
was  profusely  praised  by  both  the  Edinburgh  and  Quar- 
terly Reviews,  and  cited  with  great  applause  by  Lord 
Chief  Justice  EUenborough,  from  his  seat  in  the  King*s 
Bench.  '  Mr.  Walsh*s  American  Review,  in  four  octavo 
vohimes,  contain  much  very  interesting  infbrmaliott  on 
the  state  ef  sodety  and  manners,  in  France  aiid  Eng* 
land,  which  ought  to  be  published  in  a  separate  form, 
as  a  most  acceptable  boon  to  every  reader.  This  re- 
view also  exhibits  some  sound  criticism  on  American 
productions,  and  considerable  information  on  foreign 
literature,  particularly  the  French,  German,  and  Itahan; 
and^  above  all,  a  lony  and  sustained  effort  to  raise  the 
tone  of  literature  in  the  United  States^  and  make  his 
country  sensible,  thiat  no  nation  ever  can  become  resSijf 
great  and  permanently  prosperous,  until  it  protects  and 
cultivates  letters.  In  nis.correspondence  with  General 
Harper^  on  the  probable  result  of  the  conflict  between 
revolutionary  France  and  the  rest  of  Europe,  the  same 
characteristics  of  copious  information  and  splendid  elo^ 
quence  appear:- his  remarks  on  the  portentous  power  of 
Rustsia,  doubtless,  the  European  sovereigns  now  feel  to 
be  true  and  just.  •  « 

Iii  his  jimericdn  Register^  of  which  two  octavo  vo* 
himes^  have  appeared,  betakes  a  wider  range,  as  may  be 
^eeii  1>y  a  reference  to  his  very  admirable  introducdon 
to  the  first  volume.  He  gives  an  able  and  interesting 
Vird'9-eye  view  of  the  political  state  of  Europe,  the  do- 
fnestic  occurrences  of  the  United  States,  the  congress- 
iondt  and  parliamentary  debs^tes  on  the  most  important 
topics^  of  finance,  navigation,  and  general  policy;  and 
•teniibits  a  fine  panorama  of  American  and  European 
literature.  He  particularly  presses  upon  his  country- 
yxieti  the  necessity  and  importance  of  a  wider  system  of 
^edu^atioii,  and  a  more  extended  circle  of  literature:  his 
<t^esvatiohs  on  the  benefits  of  a  national  university  are 
replete  with  wisMlom  and  eloquence. 
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Sufficient  juctice  has  not  been  rendered  toMr.  Walsh's 
literary  efforts  in  the  United  States;  in  Britain  he  is 
better  appreciated.  There  they  demanded  ^bur  edi- 
tions of  his  Letter  on  the  French  government  in  a  few 
weeks;  whereas  here  his  own  countrymen  have  suffered 
1^  second  edition  to  languish  uncirculated  through  the 
space  of  several  years.  It  was  a  duty  to  say  thus  much 
of  one^  from  whose  lucubrations  I  have  received  so  much 
pleasure  and  instruction;  and  I  have  nothing  further  to 
addj  than  to  express  my  warmest  wishes  for  the  con* 
tinuance  of  his  literary  career^  in  the  words  of  his  own 
favourite  poet: 

'*  I,  d«ciis,  I,  nostrum,  et  melioribus  utere  fatis  I'' 

Medical  science  appears  to  have  made  by  far  the 
greatest  improvement  of  any  intellectual  pursuit  in  the 
United  States;  and  the  schools  of  New- York,  Phila-* 
delphia,  Boston^  and  Baltimore^  are  so  well.  suppUed 
mm  able  professors  and  lecturers,  as  to  supersede  the 
necessity  of  our  medical  students  resorting  to  Edin- 
burgh, London,  or  Paris,  for  instruction  in  any  one 
braiich  of  the  healing  art.  A  medical  school  has  also 
been  recently  established  in  Kentucky,  under  the  most 
favourable  auspices  of  able  teachers,  and  a  strong  incli- 
nation on  the  part  of  the  western  states  to  support  the 
institution  with  funds,  and  supply  it  with  pupils.  Seve- 
ral able  medical  periodical  works  are  continually  issuing 
from  the  American  press.  , 

With  regard  to  the  J&ie  arts,  our  sculpture  extends  but 
little  beyond  chisseling  grave-stones  for  a  church-yard  j 
and  OOT  painting,  for  want  of  individual  wealth,  is  chiefly 
confined  to  miniatures,  portraits,  and  landscapes:  the 
only  splendid  exceptions,  are  Mr.  Trumbuirs  historical 
paintings  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker's  Hill,  the  Death  t^ 
Montgomery  y  the  Sortie  from  Gibraltar;  together  witH 
isome  Scripture  pieces,  and  t^e  great  national  picture^ 
which  he  is  now  preparing  fpr  the  capitol  at  Washing- 
ton. But  American  genius  is  equ,al  to  that  of  Europe 
for  the  fi w  .  arts,  ^Si  is  evident  from  the  United  Statea 
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having  produced  West,  Trumbull,  Stuart,  Copeley,  Al- 
ston, and  Leslie.  The  Academies  of  the  fine  arts,  at 
New-York  and  Philadelphia,  contain  some  fihe  paint- 
ings, and  a  few  good  pieces  of  sculpture,  imported  from 
Europe.  Boston,  New- York,  Philadelphia,  and  Wash- 
ington, contain  some  very  handsome  public  buildings; 
the  city-hall  of  New-York,  a  marble  edifice,  probably' 
surpasses  in  magnificence  and  beauty  evety  European 
building  out  of  Italy.  ^      ; 

Mr.  Walsh,  in  the  second  volume  of  his  Register,  in 
translating  M.  de  Marbois*s  preliminary  discourse,  says, 
*^  Hitherto  the  Americans  have  not  made  great  progress 
in  the  elegant  arts:  their  public  libraries,  their  museums, 
would  not  in  Europe  be  thought  worthy  to  dccora!te  the 
mansion  of  an  opulent  amateur.  They  style  the  edi- 
fices in  which  their  legislators  assemble  capitals ;  and 
this  appellation,  which  is  now  held  ambitious,  will  one 
day  appear  quite  modest.  They  have  no  cirques,  am- 
phitheatres, nor  mock  sea-fights.  It  will  never  perhaps 
be  necessary  for  them  to  construct  citadels,  or  environ 
their  towns  with  ditches  and  ramparts.  There  will  not 
be  seen  among  them,  either  p3nramids,  or  proud  mauso- 
leums, or  basilicks,  or  temples,  like  those  of  Ephesus 
and  Rome.  Ages  must  revolve  before  they  will  erect 
those  edifices,  of  which  the  idle  and  barren  magnificence 
imposes  heavy  sacrifices  on  the  present  generation,  di- 
verts their  industry  towards  objects  of  mere  parade, 
and  entails  wretchedness  on  posterity.  The  time  of  the 
Americans  is  wisely  divided  between  permanently  use- 
ful labours  and  necessary  repose.  They  employ  them- 
selves in  preparing  their  fields  for  the  production  of 
food ;  in  rendering  their  dwellings  commodious,  in  open- 
ing roads,  and  digging  canals.  Commerce  and  naviga- 
tion already -supply  them  with  wealth;  the  arts  of  real 
utility  embellish  their  cities ;  and  Europe,  which  so  long 
stood  single,  as  the  country  of  the  sciences  and  human 
wisdom,  now  shares  with  Ainerica  this  noble  distinction.** 

The  genius  of  America  is  peculiarly  distinguished  for 
its  invention  in  the  useful  mechanics  arts :  in  allusion  to 
this,  the  late  Mr.  Gouvemeur  Morris,  a  few  months  be* 
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fbre  his  lamented  deaths  said^  ^^  there  are  personi*  oi 
some  eminence  in  Europe,  who  look  contemptuotoly  at 
our  country,  in  the  persuasion  that  all  creatures^  not  ex^ 
oepting  man,  degenerate  here.  '  They  triumphantly 
call  on  us  to  exhibit  a  list  of  our  scholars,  poets,  heroes, 
and  statesmen.  Bethis  the  careof  posterity*  But^  admit- 
ting we  had  no  proud  names  to  show,  is  it  reasonable  to 
make  such  heavy  demand  on  so  recent  a  people?  Could 
the  culture  of  science  be  expected  from  those,  who,  in 
cultivating  the  earth,  were  obliged,  while  they  held  a 
plough  in  one  hand,  to  grasp  a  sword  in  the  other  ? 
Let  those  who  depreciate  their  brethren  of  the  west 
remember  that  our  forests,  though  widely  spread^  gave 
no  academic  shade.  In  the  century  succecdmg  Hud- 
son s  voyage,  the  great  poets  of  England  flourished, 
while  we  were  compelled  to  earn  our  daily  bread  by 
our  daily  labour.  The  ground,  therefore,  was  occupied 
befcH;e  we  had  leisure  to  make  our  approach.  The  va- 
rious chords  of  our  mother  tongue  have,  long  since, 
been  touched  to  all  their  tones,  by  minstrels,  beneath 
whose  master  hand  it  has  resounded  every  sound,  from 
the  roar  of  thunder  rolling  along  the  vault  of  heaven, 
to  ^  the  lascivious  pleasings  of  a  lute.'  British  genius 
and  taste  have  already  given  to  all  *  the  ideal  forms 
tiiat  imagination  can  body  forth,  a  local  habitation  and 
a  name.'  Nothing  then  remaias  for  the  pr^ent  age 
but  to  repeat  their  just  thoughts  in  their  pure  style. 
Those,  who  on  either  side  of  the  Atlantic,  are  too 
proud  to  perform  this  plagiary  task,  must  convey  false 
thoughts  in  the  old  classic  diction,  or  clothe  in  frippery 
phrase  the  correct  conceptions  of  their  predecessors: 
But  other  paths  remain  to  be  trodden,  other  fields  to  be 
cultivated,  other  regions  to  be  explored.  The  fertile 
earth  is  not  yet  wholly  peopled :  the  raging  ocean  is^ 
not  yet  quite  subdued.  Be  it  owri^  to  boast,  that  the* 
first  vessel  successfully  propelled  by  steam  was  launch^ 
ed  on  the  bosom  of  Hudson's  river.  It  was  here  tliat^ 
American  genius,  seizing  the  arm  of  European  science, 
bent  to  the  purpose  of  our  favourite  parent  art  the 
wildest  and  most  devouring  element.    This  invention  is 
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spreading  fast  through  the  civilized  world;  and  though 
excluded^  as  yet^  from  Russia^  will,  ere  long,  be  extend- 
ed to  that  vast  empire.    A  bird  hatched  on  the  Hudson « 
will  soon  people  the  floods  of  the  Wolga;  and  cygnets 
descended  from  im  American  swan,  glide  along  the  suiv : 
face  of  the  Caspian  Sea*    Then  the  hoary  genius  of 
Asia,  high  throned  on  the  peaks  of  Caucasus,  his  moists 
eye  glistening  while  it  glances  over  the  ruins  of  Baby-** 
Ion,  Persepolis,  Jerusalem,  and  Palmyra,  shall  bow  with 
grateful  reverence  to  the  inventive  spirit  of  this  western 
world." 

The  remedies  to  be  applied  for  the  removal  of  tiiose 
impediments  which  obstruct  the  progress  of  literature 
in  the  United  States  are  not  very  difficult  of  access, 
since  no  material  causes  of  defect  exist  to  render  the 
intellect  of  America  incapable  of  any  improvement 
within  the  compass  of  human  genius  to  attain.  ' 

The  trading  spirit,  indeed,  cannot  be  extinguished  by 
the  anathemas  of  the  priest,  or  the  declamations  of  the 
moralist.  Massilon  may  preach,  and  Boileau  may  sa- 
tyrize,  yet  the  merchant  will  continue  to  speculate,  md 
count  his  gains.  Nor  is  it  desirable,  if  it  were  posubley 
to  exterminate  the  trading  spirit,  which  is  indehUy  and 
l)eneficially  written  on  the  human  heart,  and  renders 
man,  by  nature,  a  trading  animal.  It  can,  however,  and 
ought  to  be  ihodified  and  restrained,  lest  it  become 
excessive,  and  absorb  all  honour,  intellect,  virtue,  pro* 

?riety,  and  feeling  into  its  insatiable  gulph.  So  fell 
^yre,  and  Sidon,  and  Carthage,  and  Venice,  and  HoU 
land.  This  spirit  requires  restraint  in  the  United 
States.  The  beginning  of  the  remedy  must  be  found  in 
meliorating  our  systems  of  elementtury  education ;  in  reiK 
dering  them  seminaries  where  the  morals  of  youth  may 
be  purified  and  exalted,  and  their  understandings  in«^ 
vigorated  and  expanded.  If  this  be  once  done,  the 
colleges,  of  course,  must  adopt  a  laiger  and  more  libe- 
ral plan  of  instruction;  whence,  the  absorbing  tendeni^c 
of  the  trading  spirit  will  be  restrained  and  cxnmXitP^ 
poised,  the  love  of  literature  flourish,  literary  compel 
tition  spring  into  existence^  literary  rewards  and  honoul 
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create  an  effectual  denand  for  the  exertions  of  genius 
and  learning,  large  private  collections  of  books  and 
ample  public  libraries  be  gathered  together,  and  the 
whole  nation  rise  in  the  scale  of  power  and  dignity,  by 
having  the  lifeVblood  of  intellect  and  knowledge  in-^ 
fosed  into  all  its  veins  and  arteries,  from  the  source  of  cir* 
culation,  the  heart.  Then,  indeed,  may  we  expect  the 
refinements  of  art,  and  science,  and  letters,  to  fallow  in 
the  train  of  opulence,  and  purify  it  from  its  grossness. 

The  means  of  literary  competition  must  be  provided 
and  multiplied.      Men  of  genius  must  be  roused  to 
exertion  by  the  collision  of  kindred  genius.    ^^  Give  me 
kings  to  run  with,  and  I  will  start,"  said  Alexander, 
when  urged  to  contend  at  the  Olympic  games.     Men 
of  great  talents,  if  they  see  no  high  standard  of  literary 
excellence  raised  in  the  country,  either  pursue  some 
other  vocation,  or  sink  into  indolence  and  ease.     This 
desirable    purpose  may  be  accomplished  by  properly 
constructed  Literary   Societies^  where  men  meet  to- 
gether to  contribute,  each  his  share,  to  the  common 
stock  of  intellect,  and  mutually  watch  over,  collide  with, 
and  invigorate  each  other  s  understanding.     A  remark* 
able    illustration  of  their  utility  is  furnished  by  the 
French  Academy,  founded  in  1'635,  by  Cardinal  Richlieu, 
to  improve  the  French  language,  grammar,  poetry,  and 
eloquence.     This  academy  published  an  excellent  Die- 
tionary,  and  exceedingly  improved  the  style  of  French 
composition.     In  its  first  harangues,  the  style  is  cold, 
barren,  feeble,  insipid,  and  uninteresting.     As  we  ad* 
vance  in  the  perusal  of  its  volumes,  the  language  be- 
comes richer,  more  splendid,  and^  occasionally,  elegant 
and  vigorous;  and  the  concluding  dissertations  are  full 
of  the  happiest  sentiment,  conveyed  into  language  bril- 
liant, energetic,  and  eloquent. 

In  a  literary  society,  properly  constituted  and  well 
conductedy  every  member  is  continually  incited  to  dili* 
gence  in  the  composition  of  his  writings,  because  he 
knows  that  they  will  undergo  a  .strict  examination  from 
his  fellows,  .'whose  criticisms  will  enable  him  to  correct 
what  is  erroneous^  brighten  what  is  obscure,  lop  what 
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is  superfluous^  invigorate  bis  sentiipents,  and  chaste^ 
his  language.  Such  institutions  also  difiuse  an  hcmour* 
able  spirit  of  literary  ambition  over  the  community,  by 
holding  up  an  object  of  esteem,  towards  which  menof  ge? 
nius  may  press  for  enrolment  among  its  members,  bygiv- 
ing  to  the  public  its  lucubrations,  to  form  a  literary  reposi- 
tory;  and,  by  creating  models  of  good  writing,  to  strength- 
en the  understanding,  and  refine  the  taste  of  the  natioi> 
into  which  they  breathe  the  spirit  of  their  intelligence. 
And  such  an  institution  is  exceedingly  beneficial  to 
the  members,  in  enlarging  their  knowledge,  and  po- 
lishing their  taste  by  the  collision  of  intellect  in  their 
literary  conferences.  In  such  ^  republic  of  letters,  men 
bear  sway  in-proportion  to  their  superior  mind.  To  the 
opinions  of  such  men  on  matters  of  literary  investiga^ 
tion  attention  is  always  paid,  and  rewarded  by  corres^ 
ponding  improvement.  Men  of  equal  or  similar  talents 
and  acquisitions  Contend  in  this  amicable  conflict,  and 
from  the  Reciprocal  contest  results  mutual  instruction, 
and  the  growth  of  wisdom  and  information  is  rapidly 
increased  by  the  continual  appUcation  of  the  most 
powerful  incitements  to  intellectual  exertion ;  namely, 
the  authority  of  the  already  celebrated,  the  contradicn 
tion  of  aspiring  candidates  for  literary  renown,  the  de? 
sire  of  praise  so  generally  prevalent,  the  dread  of  ridi- 
cule, which  so  much  more  generally  prevails,  smd  finally, 
by  the  elevated  wish  to  become  useful  to  our  country 
and  to  the  world. 

There  are  learned  societies  in  Boston,  New-York, 
and  Philadelphia,  which  have  contributed,  and  are  con- 
tinually contributing,  -  much  to  the  growth  of  intellect 
and  information  in  the  United  States.  The  Historial, 
and  the  Literary  and  Philosophical  Societies  of  New- 
York,  have  been  peculiarly  serviceable  in  promoting 
the  progress  of  letters  and  science.  Some  of  their 
members  have  read  able  and  instructive  papers:  the 
orations  of  the  late  Mr.  Gouvemeur  Morris  were 
compositions  peculiarly  splendid  and  finished;  and  Mr. 
Clinton  s  Introductory  discourse  to  the  Literary  and 
Philosophical  Society  covers  a  vast  and  various  extent 
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of  science  and  eraditioii.  Indeed,  Governor  Clinton 
has  always  approved  himself  the  warm  friend  and  pa- 
tron of  art,  literature,  and  science,  as  the  means  best 
calculated  to  make  his  comitry  permanently  illustrious 
and  poweriul ;  as  well  as  rendered  them  essential  ser- 
vice by  his  own  personal  contributions.  The  Corpora^ 
tion  of  the  city  of  New- York  deserve  all  praise  for 
their  magnificent  appropriation  of  an  extensive  range 
of  buildings,  to  the  exclusive  use  of  literary  and  scien- 
tific societies. 

But,  perhaps,  the  most  effectual  means  of  promoting 
the  progress  ci  learning  in  the  United  States  would  be 
the  establishment  of  a  National  University.  Mr,  Blod* 
get,  in  his  Ecanomica^  details  at  length  General  Wash- 
ington's views  and  wishes  respecting  this  important  sub-* 
ject.  Mr.  Walsh,  in  the  Introduction  to  the  first  volume 
of  his  Register,  has  lent  all  the  aid  of  his  talents  and 
eloquence,  to  set  forth  the  vast  advantages  of  such  a 
measure.  And  the  President,  in  his  Message  of  the  2d 
of  December,  1 8 1 7,  suggests  to  Congress  ^^  the  pro- 
priety of  recommending  to  the  states  an  amendment  of 
the  federal  constitution,  giving  to  Congress  power  to  inv 
stitute  seminaries  of  learning,  for  the  all-important  pur- 
pose of  diffusing  knowledge  among  our  fellow-citizens 
throughout  the  United  States." 

So  early  as  the  year  177^?  ^tt  the  very  commence- 
ment of  the  rcvolutionarystruggld,  General  Washington, 
while  in  camp  at  Cambridge,  near  Boston,  looked  for- 
ward to  the  establishment  of  a  national  university.  Not 
being  able,  when  living,  to  effect  this  object,  he  left,  by 
his  will,  stock  equal  to  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  to-, 
wards  establishing  such  an  institution  in  the  federal  city, 
and  invited  the  subscriptions  of  his  fellow-citizens  for 
the  same  purpose.  He  directs  the  annual  pix>ceeds  of 
his  own  legacy  to  be  invested  at  compound  interest  until 
the  fund,  together  with  other  subscriptions,  should  be 
9^flScient  to  accomplish  the  whole  plan  proposed.  If 
ever  a  national  university,  liberally  endowed,  and  well 
sustained  by  the  talents  and  learning  of  its  professors, 
shall  be  established,  it  will  do  more  towards^  promoting 
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the  progress  of  letters  in  the  United  Sates  than  any 
single  institution  which  has  yet  been  planted.     In  such 
a  national  seminary;  the  whole  circle  of  the  arts^  and 
sciences^  and  erudition^  should  be  taught ;  the  classics, 
both  Greek  and  Latin^  thoroughly^  as  the  best  basis  of 
all  liberal  education ;  to  which  add  the  mathematics  and 
natural  philosophy,  and  regular  courses  of  lectures  on 
moral  philosophy^  political  economy,  belles-lettres  and 
rhetoric,  elocution,  metaphysical   science,   municipd 
jurisprudence,  and  the  law  of  nature  andjiations.     It 
would  be  a  patriotic  duty  for  all  classes  of  society,  the 
people  at  large,  the  men  of  leisure,  the  men  of  business, 
the  physicians,  the  lawyers,  the  statesmen,  and  the  dir 
vines   of  America,  to  unite  their  powerful  efforts  to 
create  and  maintain  such  a  national  institution ;  another 
Athens  in  this  western  orb,  which,  under  their  guardian 
auspices,  may  long  flourish,  as  the  general  repositoiy 
of  learning ;  and  eventually  render  l£ese  UnitcKl  States 
at  once  the  bulwark  and  ornament, of  literature  within 
their  own   extensive  dominions^  and  the  permanent 
object  of  esteem  and  admiration  to  the  whole  surround> 
ing  world. 

The  following  observations  of  Mr.  Walsh,  in  r©r 
lation-lo  this  subject,  cannot  be  too  often  repeat^,  nor 
too  widely  circulated. 

*^  Sovereigns  and  governments  alone  can  raise  up  in- 
'  stitutions  for  education,  of  the  amplitude  and  mechan- 
ism required  to  give  energy  and  efficacy  to  all  the  hpr 
man  faculties.    Without  such  institutions  we  cannot,  in 
the  United  States,  expect  to  display  that  perfection  of 
individual  and  social  being  which  the  Euro{)ean  nations 
have  nearly  attained,  and  which  we  are,  in  other  respects, 
beyond  the  rest  of  the  world,  privileged  to  reach.     It 
IS  to  the  national  government  that  we  must  loo|^  for  the 
means  of  booming  the  rivals  of  Europe  in  the  pursuits 
which  give  most  honoui^  and  happiness  to  our  species. 
The  isrto^e^govemments  have  not  the  ability,  and  are  not 
likely  to  have  the  inclination,  to  create  those  means. 
We  are  a  great  commercial,  and  are  to  be  a  great  mili- 
tary people,  only  tlirough  the  federal  system ;  we  can 
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become  a  literary  and  philosophical  people  by  the  same 
-  agency  alone.  All  these  qualifications  are  necessary 
to  constitute  national  greatness^  upon  the  scale  which 
suits  our  unrivalled  opp<Mrtunities.  We  must  be  Greece, 
Rome^  and  Carthage^  at  once ;  or,  what  is  more  mo- 
dem, Italy,  France,  and  England,  in  the  same  frame."* 

Generally  speaking,  our  systems  of  education  for 
girls  are  practically  better  than  those  for  boys ;  and 
accordingly,  our  women  generally  are  more  intelligent 
and  conversible  than  the  men.  In  some  df  our  larger 
cities,  it  is  fashionable  for  the  young  ladies  to  learn  the 
elements  of  botany  and  chymistry,  in  addition  to  the 
common  rudiments  of  female  instruction..  In  our  own 
city  of  New-York,  Mr.  Griscom,  a  celebrated  teacher, 
has  ^tablished  a  course  of  lectures  on  natural  philoso- 
phy for  young  ladies,  who  attend  him  in  great  numbers, 
from  our  most  respectable  families.  Such  a  course  x^ 
instruction,  combined  with  suitaUe  reading  and  refleo- 
tion  at  home,  would  lay  the  basis  of  solid  and  substaa- 
tial  information,  as  the  means  of  utility  and  delight 
throughout  the  whole  of  life. 

Miss  Hannah  More's  ^^  Strictures  on  the  Modem  Sys^ 
tern  i^ Female  Educatiori*  are  admirably  adapted  to  rexw 
der  women  sensible,  well-bred,  and  excellent  in  all  the 
various  relations  and  charities  of  life.  They  teach, 
that  domestic  virtue  is  woman's  chiefest  ornament  and 
praise,  -and  morp  likely  to  be  found  in  a  liberally  edu- 
cated than  in  an  unintelligent  female.  Her  observa^ 
tions  on  this  point  are  peculiarly  good ;  there  is,  at  pre- 
sent, room  only  for  the  few  following  sentences.  ^^  Since, 
then,  there  is  a  season,  when  the  youthful  must  cease  to 
be  young,  and  the  beautiful  to  excite  admiration,  to 
learn  how  to  grow  oldgx^acefully,  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
rarest  and  most  valuable  arts  which  can  be  taught  to 
woman.  And,  it  must  be  confessed,  it  is  a  most  severe 
trial  for  those  women  to  be  called  to  lay  down  beauty, 
'who  have  nothing  else  to  take  up.  It  is  for  this  sober 
season  of  life,  that,  education  should  lay  up  its  rich  re- 
sources«  However  disregarded  4:hey  may  hitherto  have 
been,  they  will  be  wanted  now.     Wh^  admirers  faU 
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awmy^  and  flatterers  beooma  mute,  the  mind  will  be 
driven  to  retire  into  itself ;  and  if  it  find  no  entertain- 
ment at  home^  it  will  be  dnvm!  back  again  upon  the 
world  with  increased  force.  Yet,  fiotrgetting  this^  do  we 
not  seem  to  educate  our  daughters  exchisiveUf  for  the 
transient  period  of  youth,  when  it  is  to  maturer  life  we 
ought  to  advert  ?  Do  we  not  educate  them  for  a  crowd, 
forgetting  that  they  are  to  live  at  home?  For  tb^ 
world,  and  not  for  themselv^  ?  For  show,  and  not  for 
use  ?  For  time,  and  not  for  eternity  ? 

^^  The  chief  end  to  he  proposed  in  cultivating  the  ui>- 
derstandings  of  women,  is  to  qualify  them  for  the  prac^ 
Heal  purposes  of  life.  Their  knowledge  is  not  often, 
like  the  learning  of  men,  to  he  reproduced  in  aome  lite- 
Tary  composition,  nor  even  in  any  learned  profession ; 
but  it  is  to  come  out  in  conduct.  Jt  is  to  be  exhibited  in 
Itfe  and  manners.  A  lady  stiaidiea,  not  that  she  may 
qualify  herself  to  become  an  orator  or  a  pleader ;  not 
that  she  ^y  kam  to  debate,  hut  to  act.  She  is  to  read 
4h^  b6st  books,  not  so  mueh  as  to  enable  h^  to  talk  of 
them,  as  to  bring  the  improvement  which  they  fomish 
to  tlie  recUfieation  of  her  principles,  aiid  the  fomnation 
of  her  habits.  The  great  uses  of  study  to  a  woman 
are,  to  enable  her  to  regulate  her  own  mind,  and  to  be 
instrumental  to  the  good  of  others.  To  woman,  there- 
fore, whatever  be  her  rank,  I  would  recommend  a  pre- 
dominance of  those  more  sober  studies,  which,  not  hav- 
ing display  for  their  object,  may  make  her  wise  without 
vanity,  happy  without  witnesses,  and  content  without 
panegyrists ;  the  exercise  of  which  will  not  bring 
celebrity,  but  improve  usefulness.'* 

The  American  ladies  have  learned,  that  it  is  not  alto- 
gether the  business  of  their  lives  to  administer  to  the 
mere  pleasure  of  man,  as  the  plaything  of  his  hours  of 
.  relaxation  from  the  toils  of  ambition,  or  the  cravings  of 
wealth ;  to  be  entirely  absorbed  in  the  pursuits  of  ephe- 
meral fashion,  and  "when  God  has  given  them  one  lace, 
to  make  unto  themselves  another,  to  jig,  to  amble,  and 
li$p,  and  nickname  God's  creatures,  and  make  their 
wantonness  their  ignorance."     They  hav«  disconerad, 
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tat  God  has  given  them  such  high  capacities  of  ex- 
jllence,  such  acute  perception,  such  exquisite  feehng, 
Lch  ardent  affection,  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  man's 
impanion  and  guide;  the  soother  of  hi 9  sorrows  and 
tightener  of  his  joys;  the  object  of  his  proud  submis- 
>n,  his  dignified  obedience,  his  chivalrous  worship; 
:e  being  whose  smile  forms  the  joy  of  his  life,  the  sun- 
line  of,  his  existence. 

<^  Till  Bymen  brought  his  lo?e-delighted  hour, 
There  dwelt  no  joy  in  Eden's  roseate  bower. 
Jn  vain  the  Tiewiess  seraph,  lingering  there^ 
At  starry  midnight  charmM  the  silent  aii'; 
In  Tain  the  wild.bird  caroll'd  from  the  steep^ 
To  hail  the  sun  slow  wheeling  from  the  deep ;    .      - 
In  vain,  to  soothe  the  solitary  shade, 
Atrial  notes  in  mingling  measure  play'd ; 
The  summer  wind  that  shook  the  spangled  tr^#y 
The  whispering  waye,  the  m^rmtiring  of  the  bee^ 
Still  slowly  passed  the  melancholy  day, 
•  And  still  the  stranger  wist  not  where  to  stray  ^ 
'The  world  Iras  sad,  the  garden  trats  a  wild, 
And  maii^  thd  hirmtt,  sigh'd  tUl  u^tnan  4miVd.^* 


374 


CHAPTER  VIL 


On  the  Habits,  Manners,  and  Character  of  the  Vmtd 

States. 

That  foreignerSy  who  do  not  speak  the  same  lan- 
guage as  the  people  of  this  countiy,  should  be  extreme- 
ly ignorant,of  the  resources  and  chanLctei*  of  the  Ame- 
ticans^  is  not  a  subject  of  sdrprisej  the  very  circum- 
stance of  th^ir  speaking  in  a  different  tongue^  added  to 
the  general  prevalence  of  despotism  in  their  respective 
governments,  and  vraiit  of  information  in  their  subjects^ 
tvill  sufficiently  account  for  their  unacquaintaiice  with 
the  past  history,  the  present  situation,  the  future  pros- 
pects of  the  Lfnited  states.     But  Britain  can  find  no 
such  excuse  for  her  portentous  ignorance  of  this  coun- 
try: her  blood  flows  in  every  vein,  and  quickens  every 
artery  of  the  giant  ofispring,  sprung  from  her  teeming 
loins ;  her  language,  laws,  religion,  habits,  maimers,  and 
pursuits,  have  reproduced  another  Britain  in  this  west* 
em  world,  on  a  far  more  extended  scale  of  capacity, 
magnificence,  and  power,  than  its  venerable  mother  can 
ever  hope  to  attain ;  cooped  and  cabined  in  as  she  is,  by 
the  narrow  dimensions  of  her  own  territorial  dominions^ 

Indeed,  the  general,  not  to  say  universal  ignorance 
which  prevails  in  Britain,  alike  in  the  government  and 
in  the  people,  respecting  all  the  essential  qualities,  and 
national  characteristics  of  these  United  States,  is  almost 
incredible  to  those  who  have  not  attentively  examined 
the  subject.  Perhaps  it  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  inter- 
course between  the  two  countries  being  almost  exduf 
sively  commercial;  for  in  general  merchants  are  not 
apt  to  investigate  a  country,  either  very  comprehensive- 
ly>  or  very  accurately,  beyond  the  states  of  its  marketSi 
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and  the  course  of  its  prices  current.  And,  until  it  shall 
become  the  fashion  for  the  gentlemen  and  men  of  edu- 
cation, both  of  America  and  of  Britain,  to  travel  over, 
and  explofic  each  other  s  country,  the  two  nations  must, 
and  will  remain  in  profound  ignorance  of  their  recipro- 
cal relation,  character,  and  interest. 

In  addition  to.  all  this,  the  British  government  has  not 
been  sufficiently  careful  to  send  out  able  and  intelligent 
ambcLssadors  and,  ministers  to  the  United  States.. 

The  reasons  why  the  British  diplomacy  is  in  general 
defective ;  and  why,  in  particular,  so  few  able  ambassa- 
dors have  been  sent  out  by  her  to  these  United  States, 
are  detailed  at  length  in  "  The  Resources  of  the  British 
Empire,''  from  p.  332  to  ^351;  containing  also,  the 
causes  of  Britam's  general  unacquaintance  with  the 
movements  and  dispositions  of  foreign  nations,  and  of 
her  neglecting  to  avail  herself  of  the  presses  of  other 
countries,  in  order  to  tell  her  own  story,  and  to  justify 
her.  own  measures  to  the  world* 

This  is  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  it  regards  the 
United  States  and  Britain,  because  the  interests  of  both 
countries  are  similar;  and  their  mutual  peace,  good  un- 
derstanding, and  friendship,  redound  so  much  to  the 
essential  benefit  of  both.  M.  Talleyrand,  first  a  bishop 
under  the  old  regime,  then  a  citizen  sans-culotte,  then 
SI  revolutionary  and  imperial  prince,  and  finally,  a  Bour- 
bon prime  minister,  was  so  well  aware  of  the  recipro- 
:»1  interests  of  America  and  Britain,  that  in  a  memoir 
read  to.  the  National  Institute,  he  proposed  the  fixing  a 
powerful  French  establishment  in  the  United  States,  as 
:he  only  means  of  counteracting  the  peaceful  and  ami- 
:able  tendencies  of  two  nations  sprung  from  the  same 
&tock,  speaking  the  same  lailgus^e,  living  under  the 
lame  or  similar  laws,  using  the  same  religion,  and  ex* 
libiting  the  same  habits  and  manners. 

The  clerical  citizen  prince  complains  grievously  of 
hb  existence  of  any  commercial  or  friendly  intercourse 
^tween  America  and  Britain;  when,  afler  the  revolu- 
ionary  struggle,  in  which  the  French  so  effectually 
ided  their  new  allies,  and  the  United  States  had  thrown 
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cif  the  dominion  of  the  Enghsh,  every  reason  i^^med  to 
indicate  a  dissolution  of  those  mercantile  ccHinexions 
which  had  before  subsisted  between  two  portions  of  the 
same  people.     The  chief  of  these  reasons  were— the 
recollection  of  the  evils  produced  by  a  seven'  years*  war; 
a  defiance  and  hatred  of  Britain,  and  attachment  to 
France,  as  their  companion  in  arms,  and  their  liberator 
from   colonial   vassalage;    attachment,    most  forcibly 
manifested  at   the  breaking  out  of  the  war  between 
France  and  England,  in  the  year  1 793 ;  at  which  pe- 
riod the  conversation  and  actions  of  the  American  peo- 
ple, their  newspapers  and  pamphlets,  their  town-meet- 
ings and  public  speeches,  their  illurriinations  and  cla- . 
]^our>  almost  drove  the  administration  of  Washington 
himself  to  manifest,  by  joining  the  French  revolutionary 
republic,  in  its  war  against  Britain,  the  strong  inclina- 
tion towards  France,  and  the  equally  deadly  hatred  to- 
wards England,  which  then  pervad^  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  United  States. 

These,  and  other  reasons,  it  wad  hoped  would,  for 
ever,  turn  the  tide  of  American  commerce  horn  its  ac- 
customed channel ;  or,  if  it  should  happen  to  incline  a 
little  towards  the  shores  of  England,  it  would  require  a 
veiy  trifling  exertion,  on  the  part  oi  France y  to  divert  it 
entirely  to  her  oivn  dominions.   Closer,  and  more  accu- 
rate observation,  however,  will  soon  detect  the  fallacy 
of  all  such  conclusions,  and  point  out  the  helplessness  of 
an  artificial  and  circuitous  policy  to  resist  the  universal 
efficiency  of  nature  herself  when  she  appeali»  to  ^ 
human  heart,  in  the  accents  of  a  kindred  tongue,  and 
with  the  all-prevailing  voice  of  manifest  advantage. 
Individuals  may  sometimes,  »id  under  certain  cireum- 
stances,  feel  the  impulses  of  gratituele,  and  act  under  a 
deep  and  permanent  sense  of  kindness  shown  and  bene- 
fits received;  a  great  proportion  of  individuals,  how- 
ever, like  Milton  s  hero,  consider  it  to  be  a  debt,  ^*  so 
burdensome,  still  paying,  still  ta  owe,**  that  th^  are 
eager  to  cast  it  ofi*  for  ever,  by  returning  the  reconi- 
pence  of  hatred  and  c^umny  into  the  bosom  of  their 
benefactor.     Nations^  large  masses  of  men^  being  t 
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bbdy  m  continual  flux^  liable  to  perpetual  change  in 
opinions,  sentiments,  relations,  and  actions,  never  can 
be  capable  of  gratitude  to  other '  nations.  It  is  idle, 
therefore,  for  France  to  insist  upon  a  grateful  return 
from  the  United  States,  on  account  of  her  aiding  them 
in  their  revolutionary  war ;  and  equally  idle  for  Britain 
to  request  that  the  American  people  shall  cease  to  revile 
and  calumniate  all  her  institutions  and  proceedings,  be- 
cause her  capital  and  credit  have  enabled  the  United 
States  to  render  themselves  opulent  and  powerful  in  an 
extensive  commerce,  in  growing  manufactures,  in  a 
widening  agriculture,  in  a  variety  of  thriving  moneyed 
cistablishments.  Interest  and  ambition  are  the  pole-star 
and  magnet  of  nations ;  gratitude  and  affection  the  in- 
centives of  individual,  not  of  national  action.  Besides, 
the  gratitude  of  America  was  due  to  Louis  XVI.  per- 
sonally, and  was  fully  cancelled  by  his  subsequent  re- 
gret that  he  had  ever  assisted  the  United  States,  and 
by  the  efforts  of  his  cabinet,  in  the  year  1783,  to  pre- 
vent England  from  acknowledging  their  independence,, 
to  exclude  them  from  the  Newfoundland  fisheries,  and 
to  confine  their  territory  to  the  eastward  of  the  Alle- 
ghany mountains;  all  showing  that  the  object  of 
France  was  not  regard  to  the  United  States,  but  a  de- 
sire to  weaken  both  America  and  Britain,  by  protracting 
the  conflict  between  them. 

Whoever  has  well  observed  America,  cannot  doubt 
that  she  still  remains  essentially  English,  in  language^ 
habits,  laws,  customs,  manners,  morals,  and  religion ; 
that  her  ancient  commerce  with  England  increased^ 
many  fold,  instead  of  declining  in  activity  and  extent,  sub- 
sequent to  the  independence  of  the  United  States;  aoid 
that,  consequently,  so  far  as  relates  to  commereial  in-* 
tercourse,  the  independence  of  America  has  beetk  b^ne^ 
ficial  to  Britain.  M.  Talleyrand,  indeed,  labours  to 
prove  4;hat  the  inconsiderate  condnct  of  the  old  French 
government  (as  contradistinguished  from  the  retohi* 
tionary  system)  laid  the  foundation  of  \!k%  ccmimef ctal 
success  of  England  with  the  United  States^  He  thinks, 
that  if^  after  the  peace  which  secured  the  icidepeitd«ttC6 
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of  America,  France  had  been  sufficiently  sensible  of  the! 
full  advantage  of  her  existing  position,  she  would  have 
continued  and   sought  to  multiply  exceedingly,  those 
political^  commercial,  and  social  relations,  which,  during 
the  revolutionary  war,  had  been  established  between 
her  and  her  Transatlantic  Allies ;  and  which  had  been 
forcibly,  and  bloodily  broken  off  with  Britain.     If  this 
had  been  done,  the  ancient  habits  and  relations  between 
America  and  England  being  almost  forgotten,   France 
could  have  contended  with  peculiar  advantages  against 
every  thing  which  had  the  least  tendency  to  reconcile 
the  Americans  with  the  English,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  any  cordial  and  permanent  friendship  ever 
existing  between  the  two  nations. 
.   But  the  French  court  was  fearful,  that  the  same 
principles  of  democracy^  which  she  had  protected  and 
encouraged  by  her  arms  in  America,  should  introduce 
themselves,  and  be  disseminated  among  her  own  people; 
and  therefore,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war  in  1783, 
she  did   not  sufficiently  continue,    and  promote  her 
political  and  commercial  connexions  with  th^  United 
States.     Whereas  England  wisely  forgbt,  and  subdued 
the  bitterness  of  her  resentments  ;  sne  immediately  re- 
opened her  channels  of  communication  both  social  and 
mercantile  with  America,  and  rendered  them  still  more 
active  than  at  any  period  prior  to  the  Revolution.    By 
such  conduct  she  directed  the  attention  of  the  United 
States  towards  a  profitable  market ;  and  thus  increased 
the  obstacles  to  the  ascendency  of  French  influence. 
For  the  will  of  man  is  always  powerfully  swayed  by  in- 
cUnation  and  interest ;  and  notwithstanding  the  occur- 
rence of  a  long  and  sanguinary  war,  and  all  the  efforts 
of  political  faction,  the  Americans  have  a  natural  bias 
towards  England^  to  whose  kindred  people  all  their 
own  habits  assimilate  them. 

Identity  of^tanguage  itself,  as  M.  Tallejnrand  ob- 
serves, is  a  fundamental  relation  between  different  indi- 
viduals and  different  countries ;  upon  which  the.  poli- 
tical moralist,  and  the  moral  philosopher,  cannot  too 
patiently,  and  too  profoundly  meditate*    This  veiy 
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identity  of  tongue  establishes  between  the  two  natioti^^ 
America  and  England^  a  common  character,  which  will 
always  enable,  nay,  induce  them  to  recognize  and  con- 
sort with  each  other*  They  mutually  feel  themselves 
at  home,  whenever  they  travel  into  each  other's  ter- 
ritory, they  give  and  receive  reciprocal  pleasure  in  the 
intepchange  of  sentiment  and  thought,  in  the  discussion 
of  their  various  opinions,  views,  and  interests.  But  an 
insunfiountable  barrier  is  raised  up  betweep  two  dif- 
ferent people,  who  speak  two  different  languages ;  and 
who,  therefore,  cannot  utter  a  single  word,  without 
being  compelled  to  remember  that  they  do  not  belong 
to  the  same  country ;  between  whom  every  solitary 
transmission  of  sentiment  and  thought  is  irksome  la- 
bour, and  not  a  social  enjoyment ;  who  never  can  be 
made  to  understand  each  other  thoroughly  \  and  with 
whom  the  result  of  conversation,  after  the  fatigue  of  un- 
availing efforts  to  be  reciprocally  intelligible,  is  to  find 
themselves  reciprocally  ridiculous.  This  of  course  ap- 
plies to  the  mass  of  a  people  ;  there  are  well  educated 
individuals  in  most  countries,  who  can  converse  with 
each  other  fully  in  a  tongue  not  common  to  both 
speakers. 

Accordingly,  notwithstanding  the  ^oveimment  of 
Fi-ance,  both  under  the  Bourbons  during  the  old 
regime  and  undef  the  revolutionaiy  regicides,  whether 
democratic,  directorial,  consular,  or  imperial,  always 
exercised  considerable  influence  over  the  government  of 
America ;  which  so  far  from  being  influlnced  by,  was 
always  prone  to  suspect  and  take  offence  at  every  act 
of  the  British  government,  however  harmless  or  well 
intended;  yet,  in  every  part  of  the  United  States,  in- 
dividual Englishmen. feel  themselves  to  be  Americans  ; 
and  individual  Frenchmen  find  themselves  to  be  as 
completely  strangers  as  if  they  were  animcds  of  dif-  ' 
ferent  species  at  least;  even  if  they  might  be  toonsi- 

X  dered  generically  the  same. 

•    *    Nor  is  it  any  marvel  to  see  this  natural,  necessary, 
habitual  assimilation  towards  England,  in  a  country 
where,  in  addition  to  the  identity  of  language  in  both, : 
the  great  distinguishing  and  characteristic  features  of 
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the  form  of  government,  and  of  the  system  of  muni- 
cipal law,  whether  in  the  federal  imion,  or  in  the  sepa- 
rate state-sovereignties,  are  impressed  with  so  strong  a 
family  resemblance  to  the  leading  lineaments  of  the 
British  constitution.  The  personal  liberty  of  the  indi- 
vidual citizen  in  the  United  States  rests  upon  pre- 
cisely the  same  foundations  as  those  which  support 
'  the  personal  freedom  of  the  British  subject ;  namely, 
the  habeas  corpus  acty  and  trial  hy  jury.  Whoever 
attends  the  sittings  of  Congress,  and  the  state-legisla- 
tures, and  listens  to  the  discussions  respecting  the 
framing  of  laws,  whether  for  the  Union,  or  for  the 
separate  states,  will  hear  all  their  quotations,  analo- 
gies, and  examples,  taken  from  the  laws,  the  history, 
the  customs,  the  parliamentary  rules  and  usages  of 
England.  In  the  American  courts  of  justice,  the  au- 
thorities cited  are  the  statutes,  the  judgments,  the 
decrees,  the  reported  decisions  of  the  English  courts  j 
in  familiar  and  friendly  accompaniment  with  those  of 
the  American  tribunals. 

In  the  higher  and  more  cultivated  classes  of  society 
in  both  countries,  there  is  also  a  community  of  taste 
and  sentiment  on  subjects  of  literature,  and  a  common 
feeling  of  pride  in  the  great  poets,  philosophers,  his- 
torians, and  general  writers  of  the  mother  country,  that 
forms  a  strong  bond  of  union. 

Now,  if  a  people  so  trained  and  so  circumstanced, 
have  no  natural,  no  habitual  bias  and  inclination  towards 
England,  we  must  renounce  all  belief  and  trust  in  the 
controlling  influences  of  language,  laws,  habits,  mannxfrSy 
customs  and  usages,  upon  the  opinions,  feelings,  passions^ 
actions,  and  character  of  men;  we  must  denry  that  man 
receives  any  effectual  impressions,  any  permanent  modi*-' 
fteations,  from  surroimding  circumstances;  frcm  ail  that 
he  sees^  hears,  leads,  observes,  and  ii»  engaged  ii)^  irom 
t-he  cradle  to  the  grave. .  It  i»,  comparatively^  of  Utthr 
moment,  that  the  names  of  a  republic  arid  a  monarchy 
appear  to  place  between  the  two  governments  diatmc- 
tiofis  which  cannot  be  confounded,  and  obstacles  wlxcb 
cannot  be  surmounted.  For^  in  fact^  tSbcve  ane  starong 
repubMean  feaitorei^  in  tilie  t epresetttetive  p#inioA:  of  th« 
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.English  constitution ;  and  there  are  monarchial  linea* 
ments  distinctly  visible  in  the  executive  branches  of  the 
American  constitutions^  both  state  and  federal.  This 
was  more  peculiary  the  case,  as  long  as  the  presidency 
of  General  Washington  continued ;  for  the  force  of  pub- 
lic opinion  and  sentiment,  attached  to  his  person  through- 
out the  whole  of  the  United  States,  bore  a  striking  re- 
semblance to  that  kind  of  magical  power  and  illusion^ 
which  many  most  distinguished  political  writers  attri- 
bute to  the  pervading  influences  of  monarchy,  under  the 
name  of  loyalty  to  the  reigning  sovereign. 

This  sentiment,  however,  did  not  survive  the  execu- 
tive magistracy  of  Washington ;  the  strange  and  way- 
ward conduct  of  President  Adams,  together  with  the 
schism  in  the  federal  party  during  his  administration, 
forbade  all  personal  attachment  to  him.  And  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  Mr.  Madison  avowedly  administered  the  fe- 
deral .  government  altogether  on  democratic  principles 
find  views,  which  cut  up  by  the  root  all  possibility  of 
personal  attachment,  stifle  every  generous  feeling  of 
enthusiasm  and  reverence,  and  degrade  the  government 
of  a  country  from  the  high  eminence  of  a  national  ad- 
ministration, into  the  deep  abyss  of  the  dominion  of  a. 
faction.  Mr.  Monroe,  indeed,  has  lately  been  making 
progress  through  the  United  States,  and  "  buying  golden 
opinions  fix)m  all  sorts  of  men,"  with  the  hope  of  re- 
kindling that  flame  of  loyalty  and  national  attachment 
to  their  executive  chief,  which  glowed  in  the  bosoms  of 
the  American  people  for  the  illustrious  Washington, 
"  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts  of 
hk  fetkwr-citizens.'' 

It  is  surprimng,  that  M.  Talleyrand,  who  has  made 
«d  many  prc^und  remarks,  and  drawn  such  wise  and 
comprehensive  inferences,  in  his  Memoir  to  the  National 
Institute,  should  so  egregiously  have  mistaken  the  cM- 
racier  of  the  Americans.  He  says,  that  as  a  peopte 
newly  constituted  and  fiwined  of  different  elementu^ 
dieir  national  oharacter  is  not  yet  decided.  They  re- 
main  English  from  aj^pient  habit;  and  because  they 
have  not  yet  had  time  to  becomtf  comj^letely  Americans. 
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Their  climate  is  not  yet  formed :  their  character  stilL. 
less.     If  we  consider  those  populous  cities  filled  with 
English,  Germans,  Irish,  and  J)utch,  as  well  as  with 
their  indigenous  inhabitants ;   those  remote  towns  s(v 
distant  from  each  other;  those  vast  uncultivated  traet& 
of  soil,  traversed  rather  than  inhabited  by  men  whc^ 
belong  to  no  country,  what  common  bond  can  we  con— 
ceive  in  the  midst  of  so  many  incongruities  ?  It  is  sa 
novel  sight  to  the  traveller,  who,  setting  out  fit>m  a 
principal  ci^  where  society  is  in  perfection,  passes  in 
succession  through  all  the  degrees  of  civilization  and 
industry,  which  he  constantly  finds  growing  weaker 
and  wcnsiker,  until  in  a  few  days  he  arrives  at  amisshapen 
and  rude  cabin,  formed  of  the  trunks  of  trees  lately 
cut  down. 

Such  a  journey  is  a  sort  of  practical  and  living  ana- 
lysis of  the  origin  of  people  and  states :  we  set  out  from 
the  most  compounded  mixtiu*e,  to  arrive  at  the  most 
simple  ingredients :  at  the  end  of  every  day  we  lose 
sight  pf  some  of  those  inventions  which  our  wants,  as 
they  have  increased,  have  rendered  necessary ;  and  it 
appears  as  if  we  travelled  backwards  in  the  history  of 
the  progress  of  the  human  mind.  If  such  a  sight  lays 
a  strong  hold  upon  the  imagination ;  if  we  please  owr- 
selves  by  finding  in  the  succession  of  space  what  appears 
to  belong  only  to  the  succession  of  time,  we  must  make 
up  our  ininds  to  behold  but  few  social  connexions,  and 
no  common  character  amongst  men,  who  appear  so  lit- 
tle to  belong  to  the  same  association.  In  many  districts 
the  sea  and  the  woods  have  formed  fishermen  and  wood- 
cutters. Now,  such  men  have  no  country ;  and  their 
social  morality  is  reduced  within  a  very  small  complu». 
Man  is  the  disciple  of  that  which  surrounds  nim. 
Hence,  he  whose  bounds  are  circumscribed  by  nothing 
but  deserts,  cannot  receive  lessons  with  regard  to  the 
social  comforts  of  life.  The  idea  of  the  need  which 
men  have  <^  each  other  does  not  exist  in  him ;  and  it 
is  merely  by  decomposing  the  trade  which  he  exercises, 
that  one  can  find  out  the  principles  of  his  affections  and 
the  sum  of  his  morality. 
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The  American  wood-cutter  does  not  interest  himself 
in  any  thing;  every  sensible  idea  is  remote  from  him. 
Those  branches  so  agreeably  disposed  by  nature,  beau- 
tifid  foliage,  the  bright  colour  which  enlivens  one  part 
of  the  wood,  the  darker  green  which  gives  a  melancholy 
shade  to  another ;  th^se  things  are  nothing  to  him ; 
he  pays  them  no  attention;  the  number  of  strokes  of  his 
axe  required  to  fell  a  trise  fills  all  his  thoughts.  He 
never  planted ;  he  knows  not  its  pleasures.  A  tree  of 
his  own  planting  would  be  good  for  nothing  in  his 
estimation,  for  it  would  never  during  his  life  be  large 
enough  to  fell.  It  is  by  destruction  he  lives ;  he  is  a  de- 
stroyer wherever  he  goes.  Thus,  every  place  is  equally 
good  in  his  eyes;  he  has  no  attachment  to  the  spot 
on  which  he  has  spent  his  labour,  for  his  labour  is  only, 
iatigu^,  and  unconnected  with  any  idea  of  pleasure. 
In  the  effects  of  his  toil  he  has  not  witnessed  those  gra- 
dual' increases  of  growth  so  captivating  to  th^  planter ; 
he  regards  not  the  d.estination  of  his  productions ;  he 
knows  not  the  charnji  of  new  attempts;  and  if,  in  quit- 
ting the  abode  of  many  years,  he  doe^  not  by  chance 
forget  his  axe,  he  leaves  no  regret  behind  him. 

The  vocation  of  an  American  fisherman  begets  an 
apathy  almost  equal  to  that  of  the  wood-cutter.     His 
af^tions,  his  interest,  his  life,  ar^  on  the  sidp  of  that 
society  Jo  which  it  is  thought  he  belongs.    But  it  would 
be  a  prejudice  to  suppose  him  a  useful  mepiber.     For 
we  must  not  compare  these  fishermen  to  those  of  £u- 
rppe,  and  think  that  the  fisheries  here  are,  Uke  them,  a 
nursery  for  seapae^.     In  America,  with  the  exception 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket,  who  fish  for  whales, 
fishing  is  an  idle  employment !  Two  leagues  from  the 
co^t,  ^h^n  they  haye  no  dread  of  foul  weather ;  a  sin- 
gle mile,  when  the  weather  is  uncertain ;  is  the  ^nm  of 
the  cojurage  which  they  display ;  and  tja^ff  jine  is  the  only 
instrument  of  which  they  know  the  practical  use. ,  Thus 
their  knowledge  is  but  a  trifling  trick ;  and  their  action, 
which  consists  in  constantly  hanging  one  arm  oyer  the 
side  pf  the  boat,  is  little  short  of  idleness.     They  are 
attached  to  no  place;  their  only  connexion  witl)  the 
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land  is  by  means  of  a  wretched  house  which  they  in- 
habit. The  sea  affords  them  nourishment ;  and  a  few 
cod-fish,  more  or  less  determine  their  country.  If  their 
number  seems  to  diminish  in  any  particular  quarter^ 
they  emigrate  in  search  of  another  countiy,  where  they 
are  more  abundant.  The  remark,  that  fishing  is  a  sort 
of  agriculture,  is  not  solid;  all  the  qualities  and  virtues 
attached  to  agriculture  are  wanting  in  him  who  lives  b^ 
fishing.  Agriculture  produces  a  patriot,  in  the  truest 
acceptation  of  the  word ;  i fishing  can  only  form  a  cos- 
mopolite. 

So  that  it  is  not  only  by  reason  of  their  origin,  lan- 
guage, and  interest,  die  Americans  so  constantly  find 
themselves  to  be  Englishmen;  an  observation  which 
applies  more  especially  to  the  cities.  When  one  loob 
upon  the  people  wandering  among  the  woods,  upon  the 
shores  of  the  sea,  and  by  the  bankd  of  the  rivers,  the 
general  observation  is  strengthened  with  regard  to 
them,  by  that  indolence y  and  want  of  native  character^ 
which  renders  this  class  of  Americans  more  ready  to 
receive  and  preserve  ^foreign  impression.  I)oubdess, 
this  will  grow  weaker,  and  altogether  disappear,  when 
the  constantly  increasing  population  shall,  by  the  culture 
of  so  many  desert  lands,  have  brought  the  inhabitant 
nearer  together.  As  for  the  other  causes,  they  have 
taken  such  deep  root,  that  it  would  require  a  French 
establishment  in  the  United  States  to  successfully  coun- 
teract their  ascendency.  Undoubtedly,  such  a  political 
froject  should  not  be  overlooked  by  the  government  of 
'ranee.  No  confutation  of  such  positions  can  be  neces- 
sary. 

M.  Talleyrand,  however,  has  discovered  his  usual  sa* 
gacity  in  tracing  the  settlement  of  colonies,  and  the 
sources  of  their  population,  when  he  sajrs,  the  difierei^ 
causes  which  gave  rise  to  colonial  establishments  hsH 
been  seldom  pure.  Thus,  ambition  and  the  ardour  of 
conquests  carried  the  first  colonies  of  the  Phoeniciam 
and  Egyptians  into  Greece:  violence,  that  of  the  Tyri- 
ans  to  Carthage;  the  misfortunes  of  war,  that  of  Ac 
fogitive  Trojans  to  Italy ;  commerce^  and  the  love  (tf 
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riches^  those  of  the  Carthaginians  to  the  isles  of  the 
Mediterranean^  and  the  coasts  of  Spain  and  Africa;  ne^ 
cessity,  those  of  the  Athenians  into  Asia  Minor^  the  peo- 
ple becoming  too  numerous  for  their  Umited  and  barren 
territory;  prudence,  that  of  the  Lacedemonians  to  Ta- 
rentum,  to  deliver  themselves  from  some  turbulent  citi- 
zens ;  and  urgent  policy,  the  numerous  small  and  unim* 
Sortant  colonies  of  the  Romans,  who  showed  their  wisr 
om  in  giving  up  to  their  colonists  a  portion  of  the  con-, 
quered  countries;  because  they  appeased  the  people, 
who  incessantly  demanded  a  new  .division  of  the  land, 
and  because  they  thus  formed  ofthe  discontented  them- 
selves a  sure  guard  in  the  countries  which  they  had 
subdued.  The  ardour  for  plunder,  and  the  fury  of  war, 
much  more  than  the  excess  of  population,  sent  the  co- 
lonies, or  rather  irruptions  of  the  people  of  the  north 
into  the  Roman  empire;  and  a  romantic  piety,  greedy 
of  conquest,  those  of  the  Europ^n  croisaders  into  Asia. 
After  the  discovery  of  America^  the  folly,  injustice, 
and  avarice  of  individuals  tliirsting  after  gold,  threw 
them  upon  the  first  countries  to  which  their  barks  con- 
veyed mem.  The  more  rapacious  they  were,  the  more 
they  separated;  they  wished  not  to  cultivate,  but  to  lay 
wastCr  Those,  indeed,  were  not  true  colonists.  Some 
time  afterward,  religious  dissensions  gave  birth  to  more 
regular  establishments ;  thus  the  puritans  took  refuge 
in  the  north  of  America ;  the  English  catholics  in  Ma- 
ryland; the  quakers  in  Pennsylvania;  whence  Dr.  Smith 
concludes,  that  the  vices y  not  the  wisdom  of  European 
governments,  peopled  the  new  world.  Other  great 
emigrations  likewise,  were  owing  to  a  gloomy  policy, 
falsely  called  religious.  Thus  Spain  rejected  the  Moors 
from  her  bosom;  France  the  protestants;  almost  all 
governments  the  Jews ;  and  every  where  the  error 
which  had  dictated  such  deplorable  counsels  was  recog- 
nized too  late.  They  had  discontented  subjects,  and 
they  made  them  enemies  who  might  have  served,  but 
were  forced  to  injure,  their  country. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  consist  of  Eu- 
ropeans   and  their  descendants,    African  negroes  and 

CO 
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their  descendants,  and  the  Aboriginal  Indians, — of 
which  last  it  is  not  intended  to  treat,  as  they  are  verging 
rapidly  to  extinction,  under  the  pressure  of  American 
enci*oachment,  which  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  Message  of 
the  2d  of  December,  I8I7,  maintains  to  be  quite  pro- 
per, and  says,  "  The  hunter  state  can  exist  only  in  the 
vast  uncultivated  desert^  It  yields  to  the  more  dense 
and  compact  form,  and  greater  force  of  civilized  popu- 
*  lation ;  and,  of  right,  it  ought  to  yield,  for  the  earth  was 
given  to  mankind,  to  support  the  greatest  number  of 
which  it  is  capable,  and  no  tribe  or  people  have  a  right 
to  withhold  from  the  wants  of  others  more  than  is  ne- 
cessary for  their  own  support  and  comfort/' 

The  great  mass  of  our  people  is  of  English  origin, 
and  710^.  made  up,  originally,  of  convicts,  mendicants, 
and  vagabonds,  according  to  the  vulgar,  but  erroneous 
opinion.  The  first  settlers  in  this  country  were,  for 
the  most  part,  of  respectable  families  and  good  charac- 
ter, who  caihe  hither  under  the  guidance  of  intelligent 
and  distinguished  leaders,  and  laid  the  basis  of  an  in- 
numerable people  in  the  best  principles  and  habits  of 
religious  toleration,  political  independence,  and  social 
virtue.  These  early  colonists  fled  from  civil  and  reli- 
gious persecution  m  their  native  country,  to  find  an 
asylum  in  the  western  world,  and  have  given  birth  io 
a  people  who  still  retain  the  puritanical  precision,  the 
stern  republicanism,  and  the  daring  intrepidity  of  their 
ancestors.  New-England  was  settled  altogether  by 
Englishmen,  except  an  Irish  colony  in  the  hilly  part  of 
one  county  of  Massachusetts,  and  a  few  Scottish  and 
Irish  settlements  in  New-Hampshire.  With  these  ex- 
ceptions, the  New-England  population  is,  at  this  hour, 
entirely  of  English  origin.  The  same  source  also  sup- 
plies a  great  majority  of  the  people  in  the  middle,  and 
a  still  larger  proportion  in  the^  southern  states.  The 
Germans  make  about  a  fourth  of  the  population  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  New-York 
and  New-Jersey.  They  are,  however,  fast  yieldiii|[ 
their  language,  habits,  and  customs  to  the  predomintooe 
of  the  English.    The  same  niay  be  said  of  the  Dutch 
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settled  in  New- York,  New-Jersey,  and  Pcnnsylvania- 
A  few  French  protestaiits  settled  at  New  Rochelle  and 
jStaten-IsIand,  in  the  state  of  New- York,  and  in  Charles- 
ton, South-Carolina.  The  Irish  emigrants  arc  found 
chiefly  in  Pennsylvania  and  Maryland ;  and  many  ar^ 
scattered  over  New- York,  New-Jersey,  Kentiv^ky,  and 
some  other  states.  TTiose  who  are  papists,  from  the 
middle  and  south  of  Ireland,  compose  the  bulk  of  tha 
-day  labourers  in  our  large  cities ;  the  protestants  from 
the  north  of  Ireland  generally  become  agriculturists  in 
the  interior  of  the  country. 

The  Scottish,  who  are  generally  intelligent,  iiidus^ 
Irious,  good  citizens,  have  settlements  in  New-Hamp- 
jshire.  New- York,  New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and 
North-Carolina.  Some  Swedes  are  found  in  New- 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland;  and  some  Swiss 
are  settled  in  the  state  of  Indiana.  Some  small  Welsh 
settlements  have  been  made  in  Pennsylvania  and  New- 
York.  The  netv  states,  which  are  continually  rising, 
like  exhalations  from  the  earth,  in  the  western  country; 
and  denoting  a  growth  of  population  rapid  and  gigan- 
tic, beyond  all  parallel  in  the  history  of  nations,  are 
£iupplied  with  settlers  chiefly  from  the  annual  surplus  of 
New-England,  which  indeed  has  been  for  many  years 
the  affidna  gentium  to  the  states  of  New-York,  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  and  all  the  interminable  regions  of  the  west. 

The  accessions  from  foreign  countries  make  but  a 
;small  proportion  of  the  aggregate  of  American  popu^ 
lation.  From  1785  to  1815,  the  annual  importation  of 
fpreigners  into  the  United  States  did  not  exceed  five 
thousand.  Since  that  period  the  European  migrations 
hither  have  been  more  abundant.  Of  these,  the  French, 
jji  great  numbers,  direct  their  steps  to  the  Alabama 
territory ;  and  the  Irish  are  endeavouring,  under  the 
auspices  of  Mr.  Emmet,  of  New-York,  to  get  up  an 
Hibernian  colony  in  the  Illinois  country.  Many  of  our 
ijbported  foreigners  are  the  lees  and  dregs,  the  refuse, 
the  vilest  specimens  of  Irish  and  English  population, 
who  reside  chiefly  in  the  large  cities  .on  our  seaboard, 
i^|4  3bow  forth  their  patriotisn^  by  incessantly  vilifying 

^  pes     * 
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all  the  institutions  of  their  native  country^  and  by  vio- 
lating the  laws  of  their  adopted  nation.  The  propor- 
tion of  these  imported  politicians^  however,  to  the  whole 
community,  is  not  great.  The  New-England  States, 
throughout,  are  unpolluted  with  the  mixture  of  foreign 
population;  and  our  yeomanry,  generally,  all  over  the 
tlnion,  are  native  Americans. 

Full  one  million  seven  hundred  thousand  negroes  are 
^eld  as  slaves  in  the  United  States,  which  also  contain 
upwards  of  two  hundred  thousand /ree  people  of  colour. 
Both  these  classes,  however,  acquire  occasionally  an  ad- 
mixture of  the  blood  of  the  white  poition  of  our  popula- 
tion, and  the  mestizos  are  gaining  fast  in  number  upon 
the  blacks.  The  great  body  of  American  negroes  are 
to  be  found  in  our  southern  states. 

The  experience  of  all  history  proves  that  the  struc* 
ture  of  society  in  slave-holding  countries  is  unfavourable 
to  internal  security  and  peace  at  all  times;  and  still 
more  so  to  security  and  strength  in  the  season  of  foreign 
warfare.  Indeed,  all  moral  evil  possesses  a  dreadnil 
power  of  perpetuating  and  augmenting  its  own  atrocity; 
whence,  the  evil  of  slavery,  once  established,  scarcely 
admits  of  remedy;  because  the  emancipation  of  slavei 
in  large  masses  is  nearly,  if  not  quite  impracticable ;  the 
difference  between  the  habits  of  a  slave  and  those  of  a 
free  citizen  being  wide  as  the  poles  asunder.  A  slave 
is  ignorant  of  the  very  elements  oi  industry,  which  is  the 
basis  of  all  social  prosperity.  While  in  bondage  he 
only  obeys  the  impulse  df  another's  will,  he  is  a^ 
tuated  by  no  other  motive  than  the  dread  of  the  lash ; 
whereas,  when  made  free,  he  must  think,  will,  plan^  pit)- 
vide  for  himself  and  family,  and  perform  all  the  duties 
of  a  citizen.  It  is  necessary  to  make  a  slave  a  man^  an 
animal  capable  of  thought  and  reflectipn,  before  he  is 
made  a  free  man.  The  slave,  receiitly  liberated,  has 
experienced  only  the  most  laborious  and  irksome  of  the 
occupations  of  a  citizen,  and  not  liaving  learned  any 
forecast,  is  unwilling  to  toil  when  free..  The  negroes 
of  St  Domingo  at  first  knew  only  the  two  extremes  of 
slavery  and  rebeliion;  aftierward  -they  experieti<$ed  "*" 
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^blessings  of  military  despotism,  mider  the  pressure  of 

which  they  at  this  hour  bend  and  groan  ;  and  it  is  not 

easy  to  determine  from  which  of  tnese  three  misei^ble 

,  states  the  transition  to  the  social  and  orderly  rank  of  a 

.  free  citizen  is  most  difficult. 

Besides,  our  slaves  are  in  a  very  uncivilized  state ; 
and,  as  is  peculiarly  exemplified  in  our  Aboriginal  In- 
dians, the  industry  of  a  savage,  his  habits  of  voluiitaiy 
obedience,  his  perception  of  political  rights,  his  capacity 
of  becoming  the  citizen  of  a  regular  community,  is  still 
lower  than  mat  of  a  mere  slave.  He  is  quite  ignorant 
of  the  necessity  of  voluntary  exertion  and  peaceable 
submission,  which  forms  the  strongest  cement  of  V^ivi- 
lized  society.  Savages  know  no  medium  betvv^eeti  tKe 
extremes  of  unlimited  servility  and  uncontrolled  de- 
spotism ;  among  them  it  is  the  lot  of  the  slave  to  obey 
and  toil,  the  privilege  of  the  master  to  command  and  be 
idle.  This  is  manifested  all  over  the  coa^t  of  Africa, 
where  the  sable  chiefs  exercise  absolute  sway"  t)V6r 
their  wretched  subjects,  or  slaves.  We  are  not,  there- 
fore, to  expect  that  a  body  of  emancipated  slaivq^^ 
whether  emancipated  by  manumission  or  iret^eHion,  caca 
be  converted  into  a  community  of  free  citizens,  living 
mider  a  regular  government  and  equitable  laws.  Much 
instruction  on  this  point  may  be  derived  from  a  careful 
perusal  of  Mr.  Brougham  s  very  able  and  learned  wore 
.  pn  ^^  Colonial  Policy ;  and  Sir  James  Lucas  Yeo*s  re- 
cent letter  to  Mr.  Croker  contains  some  very'  interestmg 
information  respecting  the  condition  and  conduct  of  tne 
fi;ee  negro  colojiy  at  Sierra  Leone. 

The  experience  of  3t.  Domingo,  for  nearlj^  ^twenty- 
five  years  past,  proves  that  revolted  slaves  are  inca- 
pable of  receiving  and  enjoying  the  blessings  of  free 
mstitutions,  for  they  have  only  exc|iatiged  the  horrors 
of  civil  bondage  for  those  of  military  desjiotism.     Anfl 
the  emancipated  Negroes  of  Massachusetts  prove  thit 
,^uch  an  .0T4fir^f  b^ij^gs  hay^  riot  the  capacity  of  avalT- 
ing  themji^lves  of  the  benefits  of  civil  liberty.     For  iii 
^that  state,  where  slavery  is  abolished  by  law,  and  whicn 
^Q][^sef]uently  opefts  j^n. asylum  to  fugitive. sla^^ 
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neighbouring  states^  the  negroes  do  not  keep  up  theiif 
stpck  of  population,  by  the  help  both  of  native  breed- 
mg  and  runaway  importation ;  so  improvident,  so  help- 
less,  so  wanting  in  all  tho3e  habits  of  steady  and  usenil 
industry,  which  are  essentially  necessary  to  enable  the 
citizens  of  a  free  community  to  obtain  a  competent 
support  for  themselves  and  a  growing  family,  have  they 
been  rendered  by  a  long  continuance  of  slavery,  either 
in  their  own  persons,  or  m  those  of  their  immediate  pro- 
genitors, and  by  their  almost  total  destitution  even  of 
.  the  rudest  elements  of  civilization  and  culture. 

This  incapacity  for  receiving  and  profiting  by  the 
.  precious  boon  of  liberty,  would  be  still  more  visible  in 
the  event  of  emancipating  the  slaves  of  our  southern 
states,  because  their  negroes  are  much  more  numerous^ 
..  wid  have  always  been  more  harshly  treated  than  those 
of  Massachusetts ;    for   the  peculiar  situation  of  the 
■  negroes  under  such  circumstances  would  tend  veiy  lit- 
jtle  to  promote  their  contentment,   or  peaceable  de- 
meanor, or  regular  industry.  They  would  form  the  lowest 
J)art  of  the  community,  destitute  of  property,  and  there- 
ore  unable  to  enjoy  some  of  the  most  essential  political 
.  privileges,  and  toiling  for  a  bare  subsistence.    It  is  to  be 
:  feared,  therefore,  that  our  southern  negroes,  while  la- 
bouring under  the  double  curse  of  slaveiy  and  want  of 
civilizadon^  can  only  be  kept  in  subjection  by  their  white 
masters  so'loiig  as  they  are  kept  in  chains.     ^Hie  day 
.  that  breaks  the  fetters  of  a  slave  destroys  the  authority, 
and  endangers  the  security  of  his  lord.     Whilst  the 
slave-holding  system  exists,  the  division  of  the  negroes, 
the  vigilance  of  the  overseer,  the  fear  of  the  dnver  s 
Jash,  and  the  horrible  torments  inflicted  upon  servile 
^contumacy,  may  prevent  the  blacks  from  uniting  and 
extirpating  their  masters.     Although  Mr.  John  R^n- 
^dolph,  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  declared,  that  even  now, 
whenever  the  midnight  bell  tolls  the  alarm  of  fire  in  any 
,qf  the  towns  or  cities  of  Vir^nia,  every  njother  clasps 
lier  infant  to  her  bosom  in  agonizing  expectation  that 
'  ihe  tocsin  is  sounding  the  cry  of  a  general  negro  insur* 
risction^  and  warning  the  devoted  victims  of  the  neaf 
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japproach  of  indiscriminate  pillage^  rape^  murder^  and 
/x)nflagratioii. 

Thus  the  modem  system  of  negro  slavery^  as  it  pre- 
vails in  the  European  colonies^  and  in  this  free  republic*^ 
is  one  entire  circle  of  evil.  It  not  only  creates  an  enorr 
mousmass  of  physical  suffering  and  moral  guilty  during 
the  continuance  of  the  negroes  in  the  fetters  of  personal 
bondage ;  but  also,  by  brutalizing  their  bodies,  by  dark- 
ening their  understanding,  hy  corrupting  their  hearts, 
it  incapacitates  them  for  receiving  ancj  using  the  privi- 
leges aud  blessings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  whence 
this  system,  as  it  now  flourishes  among  nations  calling 
themselves  Christian,  provides,  by  the  very  atrocity 
and  vast  j^gregate  amount  of  its  own  guilt  lor  its  own 
iirightful  perpetuity. 

In  our  southern  states  the  slaves  are  not  often  allowed 

to  profit  by  religious  instruction,  their  masters  having 

jan  absolute  property  in  their  bodies,  are  apt  to  consider 

their  souls  as  thrown  into  the  bargain,  and  seldom  suffer 

the  mild  light  of  revelation  to  irradiate  the  gloom  of 

their  desolate  condition.    The^ee  blacks  which  swarni 

in  our  northern  and  middle  states  are  generally  idle, 

vitious,  aud  profligate,  with  very  little  sense  oTmorai 

obligation  to  deter  them  from  lying,  thieving,  and  still 

more  atrocious  crimes.     For  some  winters  past,  a  gang* 

of  free  blacks  used  to  amuse  themselves  in  the  city  of 

New-York,  by  setting  fire  to  whole  rows  of  houses,  for 

the  purpose  of  pilfering  amidst  the  confusion  and  horror 

, of  the  flames.     In  the  winter  of  I8I6-I7,  a  negro  was 

hanged  for  this  crime,  and  fires  have  been  proportionally 

scarce  in  New- York  ever  since.     A  hint  this,  which 

might  be  rendered  profitable,  if  our  state  legislature 

/would  strengthen  the  criminal  code,  and  recommeild  our 

-  house-breakers,  highway-robber^,  ^ndjbfgers^  to  t  he  gal- 

,  lows,  instead  of  providing  them  with  a  comfortable  do- 

Sicile  in  the  state'prison  for  a.  seasbn,  and  then  letting 
em  out  to  renew  their  depredations  upon  the  public.; 
.     '  Of  late,  however,  some  philanthropists,  among  i?^hom 
.the  Friendsy,  or  Quakers  (as  they  always  do  in  every 
^fyo^k  of  b^neybl^iice  and  usefulness)  bear  a  distingUisji^ 
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ed  part^  have  endeavoured  to  meliorate  the  moral  con* 
ditioa  of  the  free  blacks  in  the  northern  and  middle 
states.  In  consequence  of  which,  African  schools  and 
churches  have  risen  up^  and  black  teachers  and  preachers 
have  shown  themselves  als^  competent  to  perform  their 
important  functions  as  their  white  brethren.  Doubtless^ 
the  only  possible  means  of  rendering  these  negroes 
honesty  industrious^  and  provident,  are  to  be  found  in 
the  general  difiusioh  of  religious  and  moral  instruction 
among  them.  And  it  is  certainly  high  time  to  refute, 
by  practical  proof,  the  assertion  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his 
Notes  on  Virginia,-  that  the  negroes  are  a  race  of  animals 
inferior  to  man.  A  few  ages  of  civil  liberty  and  gene- 
ral education  would  silence  this  cavil  of  infidelity 
against  the  scriptural  doctrine,  that  God  made  of  one 
blood  all  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

As  religion,is  the  great  basis  of  national  character,  it 
is  necessary  to  examine  its  effects  in  relation  to  die 
United  States.  In  the  *^  Resources  of  theBritishEmpire," 
beginning  at  page  377 9  ^^^  adduced  reasons  to  show  the 
intimate  connexion  between  the  piety  and  prosperity  of 
nations,  and  conversely ;  the  necessity  and  importance 
of  national,  as  contradistinguished  from  personal,  reli- 
^on,  that  is  to  say,  the  acknowledgment  of  God  as  the 
rovcrnor  of  the  world,  by  the  state  or  government,  as 
the  representative  of  the  community ;  and  the  inesti- 
mable benefits  resulting  from  a  general  diffusion  of  indi- 
vidual or  personal  religion. 

Indeed^  the  voice  of  all  history,  which  is  emphatically 
the  voice  of  philosophy  speaking  by  example,  warns  us, 
that  every  nation  which  lias  broken  asunder  the  bonds 
of  religion,  whether  founded  on  the  light  of  natural  con- 
science, inherent  in  the  heart  of  eveiy  man,  or  iiponthe 
^  clearer  light  of  Revelation  from  Heaven,  h^  invsuiably 
given  itself  up  to  every  species  of  priofliga<:y ;  untying 
all  the  ligaments  of  social  virtue,  and  i^tining  in  lust  and 
blood  every  dear  relation,  every  domeistic  charity"  of  pa- 
rental^ conjij^al,  and  filial  duty.  When  jihcient  Persia 
departed  Jroiir  the  siinpticity  aiid  purity  6f -th^  relq^ot/s 
institutions  of  the  elder  Cynis^  she  fell  headlong  into  all 
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the  corruptions  of  effeminate  immorality;  and  suiik  in 
the  dastardly  enervation  of  universal  vice,  yielded  her 
extended  empire  to  the  yoke  of  a  foreign  conqueror. 
When  the  ancient  Republics  of  Crreece  exchanged  the 
simple  ih^ims  of  their  pristine  religion  for  the  general 
prevalence  of  philosophical  unbelief,  they  degenerated 
mto  univerl^l  sensualism;  and  all  classes  of  the  com- 
munity,  setting  themselves  in  open  sale  to  the  highest 
bidder,  followed  their  clamorous  and  ignorant  dema- 
gogues throughout  all  the  gradations  of  domestic  anar- 
chy, weakness,  and  corruption,  into  the  sepulchral  sleep 
of  external  despotism.  When  Rome,  despising  the  re- 
ligious reverence  of  her  republican  ancestors,  ceased  to 
regard  the  obligations  of  an  oath,  and  cultivating  gene- 
rally the  atheistic  materialism  of  her  infidel  philosophers, 
practised  with  unblushing  impudence  every  crime  of 
violence  and  fraud,  she  fdl  from  her  hi^  estate  of  Na- 
tional glory,  into  the  despicable  meanness  of  unrestrain- 
ed democracy ;  whence,  by  an  easy,  quick,  and  natural 
transition,  she  passed  into  the  kindred  bondage  of  sin- 
;le  military  tyranny;  and  finally  bowed  her  imperid 
lead  beneath  the  sterner  morality  and  superibr  prowess 
of  the  barbarians  of  the  north. 

In  later  times.  Continental  Europe  has  read  a  memo- 
rable lesson  to  all  nations  and  s^s,  of  the  inevitable 
ruin  attached  to  a  vrilfiil  departure  from  the  doctrines 
and  duties  of  Heaven's  last  best  gift  to  man,  revealed  re- 
ligion. During  the  greater  part  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tiuy,  the  kings  and  princes,  the  nobles  and  ambassadors, 
the  politicians,  writers,  and  people  of  almost  every  na- 
tion on  the  European  continent,  strove  in  wretched  rival- 
ry for  a*  vile  pre-eminence  in  the  guilt  of  rejecting  the 
Scriptures  of  God,  and  calumniatingthe  religion  of  Christ. 
As  the  necessary  consequence  of  this  universal  specula- 
tive unbelief,  as  universal  a  deluge  of  immorality,  base- 
ness, arid  corruption,  private  and  public,  national  as  wiell 
as  individual,  flooded  their  foul  and  feculent  streams  6f 
pollution  over  all  the  surface  of.  continental  'Europe. 
And  v^hat  has  been  the  gr^ut  practical  commentairywliiib^ 
Jeho^nh  himsdflias  given  upon  the  ithpibus  text  i^ftUis 
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new  philosophy?  For  the  space  of  five-and-twenty  ycam 
every  nominally  Christian  nation  on  the  European  con- 
tinent has  been  wasted  by  fire,  and  sword,  and  pesti- 
lence ;  by  famine,  and  internal  broil,  and  foreign  inva- 
sion ;  not  a  single  country  within  tiie  verge  of  conti- 
nental European  Christendom  has  escaped  the  terrible 
lustration  of  human  blood* 

And  have  these  United  States  no  cause  of  similar 
alarm?  Cannot  they  read  the  same  handwriting  upon 
the  wall,  w^ch  declared  to  the  kindred  nations  of  £u:^ 
rope,  that  they  had  been  weighed  in  the  balance,  and 
were  found  wanting?  When  the  purer  light  of  Chris- 
tianity is  corrupted  and  darkened  in  the  eastern  seo 
tion  of  our  Union,  and  the  Revelation  of  God  too  gene- 
rally rejected  in  the  southern  and  western  extremities 
of  the  commonwealth,  have  we  any  right  to  expect  that 
this  country  will  escape  those  national  visitations^  which 
the  European  continent  has  so  abundantly  reaped  in  a 
full  harvest  of  agony  and  ruin?  The  late  president 
D wight  declared,  in  1 8 1 2,  that  there  were  three  millions 
of  souls  in  the  United  States  entirely  destitute  of  all 
religious  ordinances;  and  worship.  It  is  also  asserted, 
by  good  authority,  that  in  the  southern  and  western 
states  societies  exist,  built  on  the  model  of  the  Transal- 
pine clubs  in  Italy,  and  the  atheistiq  assemblies  of 
France  and  Germany,  and,  like  them,  incessantly  la- 
bouring to  root  out  every  vestige  of  Christianity.  So 
that,  in  the  lapse  of  a  few  years,  we  are  in  danger  of 
being  overrun  with  unbaptized  infidels^  the  most  atro- 
cious and  remorseless  banditti  that  infest  and  desolate 
human  society. 

Indeed,  many  serious  people  doubt  the  permanenc« 
of  the  federal  constitution,  because  in  that  national 
compact  there  is  no  reference  to  the  Providence  of  God: 
*^  IVe  the  people  j'  being  the  constitutional  substitute  of 
Jehovah.  Of  national  religion  we  have  not  much  to 
boast;  a  few  of  our  state  governments,  particularly  in 
New-England,  and  recently  in  New-York,  do  acknow- 
ledge God  as  the  governor  among  the  nations^  and  occa- 
^ioAa}ly  recomme^  {for  they  have  no  power  to  apj^piiit) 
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iSay^  to  be  set  apart  for  general  fastings  and  jM^yer,  and 
thanksgiving.  JBut  the  greater  number  of  the  states 
declare  it  to  be  unconstitutional  to  refer  to  the  Provi- 
4dence  of  God  in  any  of  their  public  acts ;  and  Virginia 
carries  this  doctrine  so  far,  as  not  to  allow  any  chaplain 
to  officiate  in  her  state  legislature;  giving  as  a  reason, 
by  an  overwhelming  majority  of  her  representatives,  in 
December,  1 8 1 7,  that  the  constitution  pennits  no  one 
religious  sect  to  have  preference  to  any  other;  and 
therefore,  as  a  chaplain  must  belong  to  some  sect,  it 
wouM  be  unconstitutional  for  the  Virginian  legislators 
to  listen  to  his  preaching  or  prayers. 

In  the  winter  of  1814-15,  the  legislature  of  Louisiana 
rejected,  by  an  immense  majority,  a  bill  "  For  the  bet- 
ter observance  of  the  Sabbath;  for  punishing  the  crime 
of  sodomy ;  for  preventing  the  defacing  of  the  church- 
yards; for  shutting  the  theatres  and  stores  on  Sunday; 
and  for  other  purposes."  The  chief  opposer  of  the 
bill  declaring,  on  the  legislative  floor,  **  that  such  per- 
secuting  intolerance  might  well  suit  the  New  England 
puritans,  who  were  descended  from  the  bigoted  fana- 
tics of  old  England,  wlio  were  great  readers  of  the 
Bible,  and,  consequently,  ignorant,  prejudiced,  cold- 
bloodea,  false,  and  cruel;  but  could  never  be  fastened 
on  the  more  enlightened,  liberal,  and  philosophical  in- 
habitatits  of  Louisiana,  the  descendants  of  Frenchmen.'* 

In  this  respect  the  Louisianians  have  shown  their 
kindred  to  the  regenerated  citizens  of  modem  France, 
who  have  compelled  Louis  the  Eighteenth  to  repeal  his 
decree  for  enforcing  a  decent  respect  to  the  Sabbajth ; 
and  the  Sunday  now  is,  as  it  was  during  the  revolution, 
a  day  of  business,  or  pleasure,  without  any  regftrd  or 
reference  to  the  divine  founder  of  the  Christian  dispen- 
sation. 

It  was  reserved  for  die  illumined  sages  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century  of  the .  Christian  era  to  discover  that 
religion  was  the  cause  of  all  the  political  evils  which 
deform  human  society.  The  Egyptian,  Persian,  Gre- 
<nan,  and  Roman  legislators,  all  deemed  it  necessary  to 
iay  the  foundation  of  their  municipal  codes  upon  the 
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broad  basis  of  religious  sanction.  Not  a  single  philoso- 
pher^  statesman,  or  sovereign,  is  to  be  found  in  all  the 
records  of  heathen  antiquity,  who  ever  for  a  moment 
doubted  that  some  higher  bond  of  obligation,  than  *can 
possibly  be  derived  from  the  exterior  ligaments  of  hu- 
man law,  is  indispensable  to  connect  together  commimi- 
ties  of  men  in  firm  and  ^lasting  ties.  They  knew  full 
well,  that  without  a  direct  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of 
natural  conscience,  without  the  religious  obligation  of 
an  oath,  without  the  internal  safeguard  of  an  habitual 
watch  over  the  thoughts  of  the  heart,  regulating  an 
innumerable  multitude  of  words  and  deeds^  which  do 
human  laws  can  touch,  but  which,  according  to  their 
good  or  evil  direction,  -either  adorn  or  dishonour  the 
aggregate  of  life,  no  community  of  men  can  long  flourish 
in  personal  virtue,  or  national  prosperity.  What  human 
laws  can  regulate  the  intercourse  of  benevolence  and 
gratitude  between  the  rich  and  poor,  or  measure  out 
the  affection  that  ought  to  be  shown  to  a  parent^  wif<?, 
or  child  ?  Or  prescribe  the  limits  <^  friendship,  or  gra- 
duate the  scale  of  punishment  to  the  numberless  tres- 
passes against  the  duties  c^f  affection  and  charity?  In 
all  these,  and  countless  other  instances,  religion  alone 
can  bind  the  obligation  and  measure  of  du^  upon  the 
heart.  Where  the  authority  and  power  of  man  reach 
not,  the  arm  of  God  alone  can  guide  the  footsteps  of 
human  conduct. 

Revolutionary  France  possesses  the  execrable  honour 
of  having  first  reduced  individual  and  national  atheism 
to  a  regular  system.  In  the  beginning  (^the  18th  cen- 
tury, Mr.  Bayle,  who  had  escaped  from  the  fangs  of 
the  Doctors  of  the  Sorbonne,  at  Paris,  into  the  marshes 
of  Holland,  undertook  to  teach  Europe  that  a  nation^jf 
atheists  must,  infallibly,  be  better  governed  than  a  coun- 
try of  Christians ;  because,  being  freed  from  all  the 
r^raints  of  religious  prejudice,  they  would-be  at  rliberty 
to  follow  the  .pure  impulses  of  a  virtuous  .and  unimpedea 
nature.  Bishop  Warburton,  in  his  IHmne  X^g^o/iof?, 
rand  President  Montesquieu,  inhis^l^pnViie^  tdiiiCy  ]both 
iabourftd^  "in  opposition  to  Bayle'^  dootsim^^  tto  iprnvf^ 


Td   HUMAN    COMMUNITIES.  397 

that  a  society  of  atheists  could  not  be  held  together^  for 
want  of  a  bond  of  mutual  obligation  alike  binding  upon 
dll ;  for  an  atheist^  not  allowing  the  authority  of  any 
higher  tribunal  than  his  own  estimate  of  his  own  self- 
interest,  will  break  any  human  law,  whenever,  accord-* 
^|ng  to  his  own  calculations,  it  would  be  advantageous  to 
htm^  and  provided  also  he  could  elude  personal  punish- 
inent.  But  the  disciples  of  Bayle,  the  metaphysical 
and  political  doctors  of  the  French  revolution.  Helve- 
tius,  Raynal,  D* Alembert,  Condorcet,  Diderot,  and  all 
the  rest  of  those  brilliant  banditti,  who  set  fire  to  the 
four  comers  of  the  world,  improving  on  their  master's 
hint,  united  all  the  force  of  perverted  genius,  misapplied 
learpung,  ill-directed  science,  dazzling  declamation,  glit- 
tering wit,  and  habitual  sophistry,  in  order  to  persuade 
men,  that  all  the  political  evils  which  disfi^^ure  the 
earth,  flowed  immediately  from  the  existence  and  sup* 
port  of  the  Christian  Religion;  and  that  mankind 
could  not  fail  of  enjoying  uninterrupted  beatitude,  if 
th^  would  only  eradicate  every  vestige  of  Christianity 
fiom  the  human  heart  and  conduct. 

Revolutionary  France  tried  the  grand  experiment ; 
she  abolished  Christianity,  declared  death  to  be  an  eter* 
lial  sleep,  passed  a  decree  denouncing  terrible  vengeance 
against  all  who  believed  in  the  existence  of  a  God,  wor- 
shipped the  perfection  of  human  reason  in  the  person  of 
a  prostitute,  and  placed  her  on  that  same  altar  which 
iiad  been  reared  by  the  hand  of  adoration  to  the  Lord 
'  Jesus  Christ  himself ;  pronounced  marriage  an  unholy 
tnonopdy,  and  stigmatized  all  the  feeUngs  and  affec- 
tions of  parents,  brethren,  and  children,  as  vulgar  and  un- 
philosophical  prejudices.    From  July,  179^^  to  March, 
1 79^,  it  was  de(itk  by  law  in  France  for  any  one  to  pro- 
nounce the  name  of  Grod  or  Christ,  except  in  execra- 
tion ;  and  during  this  period,  many  thousands  of  men, 
women,  and  children,  were,  actually  murdered  by  law, 
ibrthe  crime  of  professing  themselves  to  be  Christians. 
Acting  upon  these   enUghtened  views,  and  original 
-discoveries^  the  French  nation  proceeded  to  murder 
"their  lawftil  sovereign,  to  butcher  their  ancient  nobi- 
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lity,  and  established  clergy ;  to  proclaim  and  enforce  att 
indiscriminate  pillage  of  all  public  and  private  pro- 
perty, to  bathe  their  hands  in  each  other  s  life,  to  exal^ 
^  midnight  assassin  to  an  imperial  throne,  to  cradle  the 
new-bom  dynasty  of  an  upstart  ruffian  in  tears  and 
blood,  to  convert  all  France  into  one  universal  brothel, 
one  universal  slaughter-house. 

As  the  other  nations  of  continental  Europe  followed 
with  too  fatal  a  facility  the  footsteps  of  French  illumi- 
nation, jacobin  and  atheistic  France,  finding  a  bosom 
friend  in  the  atheism  and  jacobinism  of  the  rest  of  the 
European  continent,  was  soon  enabled  by  the  poison  di 
.fraud,  and  the  force  of  arms,  to  triumph  over  all  the 
religious,  moral,  and  social  establishments  of  Christen- 
dom.    Thrones  were  overturned,  and  the  altars  of  God 
trampled  down  beneath  the  cloven  hoof  of  impiety; 
-the  rich  were  despoiled  of  their  possessions,  and  all  thp 
people  in  one  undistinguished  mass  crushed  beneath 
the   great  nether  millstone   of  an  oppression    unpar 
ralleled  in  the  annals  of  remorseless  tyranny.     Nor 
was  the  tide  of  Gallic   invasion  ever  rolled  back,  nor 
its  career   of  victory   checked,  until  the  princes  and 
people  of  continental  Europe  had  been  lashed  by  the 
scorpion  whip  of  long  continued  calamity  and  insult, 
into  the  full  conviction  that  the  new  philosophy  is  the 
unerring  road   to  personal    and    national    ruin.     Ao- 
cordingly,  when  they  had  been  sufficiently  disciplined 
in  the  severe,   but  salutary  school  of  suffering,  the 
European  nations,  from  the  north  and  from  the  south, 
from  the  east  and  from  the  west,  of  their  populous 
continent,  returned  to  the  good  old  way  of  reverence 
to  God,  integrity  towards  man,  and  high-hearted  loyr 
alty  to  their  native  land ;  and  rallying  from  all  quarters 
under  the  banners  of  a  legitimate  pati^otism,  routed  the 
hordes  of  Gallic  philosophy,  drove  them  back  confound- 
ed within  the  borders  of  their  own  dominions,  and  in  the 
heart  of  France  stifled  jacobinism  in  its   own  life'$ 
Mood. 

At  the  advent  of  the  Messiah,  the  greater  portion  cf 
the  known  world  was  under  the  dominion  of  one  ew- 


AIA1>S   IN  EUROPE*.  3^^ 

pire.  Knowledge  and  civilization  had  reached  a  higher 
point  of  excellence  than  at  any  preceding  period.  This 
general  and  excessive  intellectual  culture  was  accom- 
panied with  a  correspondingly  general  and  excessive 
immorality — a  fact  in  itself  amounting  to  a  demonstra- 
tion, that  the  mere  improvement  of  the  mind  can  do 
nothing  towards  removing  or  amending  the  natural  de- 
pravity of  the  human  heart.  At  this  time  the  Greek 
and  Latin  languages  had  reached  their  summit  of  per- 
fection. They  divided  between  themselves  the  intel- 
lectual dominions  of  the  whole  empire.  The  Latin  pre- 
dominated over  the  western,  the  Greek  over  the  eastern 
section  of  imperial  Rome.  The  ancient  dialects  of 
Italy,  the  languages  of  Africa,  Spain,  Gaul,  Britain,  and 
Pannonia,  had  all  retired  before  the  use  of  the  Roman 
tongue.  The  Greek  was  the  language  of  science  and 
literature,  the  Latin  that  of  all  public  transactionsylaws^ 
ordinances,  and  institutions  of  government.  Wei  I  edu- 
cated men  were  alike  conversant  with  both.  All  the 
knowledge  then  afloat  in  the  world  was  concentrated 
in  one  focus  of  brightness  by  the  best  writers  of  Greece 
and  Rome.  Art,  and  nature,  and  science,  were  ran- 
sacked, explored,  exhausted ;  to  furnish  the  poet  with 
splendid  imagery,  to  emblazon  the  eloquence  of  the 
orator,  to  sharpen  the  weapons  of  the  dialectician  ;  to 
point  the  sting  of  the  satyrist,  to  round  the  period  of 
the  philosopher,  to  swell  the  pomp  of  learning. 

But  in  the  midst  of  all  this  blaze  of  intellectual  glory, 
what  was  the  condition  of  the  human  heart  ?  The  heart 
of  man  was  at  this  time  darker  and  more  hideous  than 
the  sepulchre  of  death.  The  barriers  of  moral  decency 
were  broken  down ;  every  crime  and  every  abomina- 
tion was  either  perpetrated,  or  tolerated ;  public  profli- 
gacy and  private  vice  had  converted  the  whole  earth 
into  one  vast  charnel-house  of  atrocity  and  horror.  AM 
the  profane  historians  and  annalists  of  that  period  bear 
testimony  to  the  charges  against  the  heathen  world, 
.  which  the  holy  Spirit  of  God  puts  into  the  mouth  of 
•the  apostlo  of  the  Gentiles. 
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Such  was  the  deplorable  condition  of  the  moral  world| 
when  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  arose  with  healing  in 
his  wings^  and  die  darkest  recesses  of  the  human  heart 
were  illumined  with  the  light  of  life.  Wherever  Chris- 
tianity has  prevailed  in  its  purity,  and  precisely  in  pro- 
portion to  the  evangelism  of  its  doctrines,  setting  tordi 
the  fall  of  man  from  his  primeval  innocence,  the  origi- 
nal and  natural  depravity  of  the  human  heart,  the  justi- 
fication of  sinners  by  Jesus  Christ,  the  sanctification  of 
the  human  spirit  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  Godhead  of 
the  three  Divine  Persons  in  one  mysterious  Trinity, 
have  individual  purity  of  morals,  and  national  prosperi^ 
and  happiness  uniformly  flourished.  Wherever  Ckristi' 
unity  spread  its  mild  and  benignant  light,  the  waste  and 
wilderness  of  life  began  to  bloom  as  the  paradise  of  God4 
the  nations  of  the  earth  became  purified  and  exalted  in 
all  their  moral  and  intellectual  faculties,  they  were  freed 
from  the  fetters  of  political,  social,  and  domestic  slavery; 
they  were  more  advanced  in  skill  and  knowledge,  more 
deeply  versed  in  science,  more  accomplished  in  literature, 
more  alive  to  industry  and  enterprise,  more  refined  in 
all  social  intercourse,  more  adorned  with  every  nobler 
virtue,  and  every  polished  grace,  more  benevolent  to 
man,  more  .devoted  to  God. 

But  the  dawning  of  this  brightest  day  was  soon  over- 
cast with  clouds  and  thick  darkness ;  superstition  soon 
poisoned  the  waters  of  life  in  their  springs,  and  in  their 
sources ;  a  superstition  which  lulled  to  rest  all  fears  of 
future  punishment,  while  it  sanctioned  and  encouraged 
the  commission  of  every  crime ;  which  held  out  incite- 
ments to  the  most  profligate  ambition,  and  provided  ^ 
the  indulgence.of  die  most  sensual  sloth ;  a  superstitioni 
whose  imposing  ceremonies  were  interwoven  with  aU  the 
institutions  of  society ;  and  whose  spirit  of  delusion  wiA 
diffused  throughout  all  the  principles  of  civil  govern- 
ment. The  earruptions  of  Christianity  soon  began  to 
darken,  and  gradually  to  extinguish  the  lights  of  the 
understanding,  and  the  sensibilities  of  the  heart ;  so  that* 
a  greaj:er  and  more  stupendous  mass  of  ignorance  9x4 
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iniquity^  than  had  ever  yet  oppressed  the  earth,  was  ex- 
hibited in  the  moral  and  intellectual  death  of  ten  sue* 
cessive  centuries.  The  whole  circumference  of  Chrisr 
tendom  was  veiled  in  the  darkest  pall  of  civil  and 
rdigious  bondage ;  the  human  conscience  was  benighted 
amidst  the  terrors  of  the  dungeon,  the  rack,  the  gibbet. 
Bad  the  flame;  and  the  persons  of  men  were  delivered 
over  a  prey  to  the  perpetuity  of  feudal  anarchy  and 
horror. 

In  the  midst  of  this  noon  of  night,  it  pleased  Divine 
Providence  again  to  interpose  for  the  benefit  of  human 
kind :  the  Spirit  of  Grod  again  moved  upon  the  moral 
and  intellectual  chaos,  and  In  the  fulness  of  his  own  ap- 
iiointed  time,  he  raised  up  Luther,  and  Calvin,  and 
khox,  and  an  innumerable  army  of  saint,  and  martyrs, 
.«t  die  era  of  the  Reformation^  to  bring  back  the  chil- 
dren of  disobedience  from  the  error  of  tiieir  ways  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  just ;  to  teach  men  the  pure  doctrines  of 
revelation,  to  be  the  means  of  enlighjtening  the  mind, 
andamending  the  heartof  all  the  forlorn  beings(^a;tw0re 
slumbering  in  the  confines  of  darkness,  or  trembling 
vnd^  the  shadow  of  death.  Then,  indeed^  arose  a  new 
pi^der  of  things ;  the  human  heart  swelled  with  the  sub- 
limest  raptures  of  spiritual  devotion ;  all  the  charities 
of  &ther,  husblEind,  son,  and  brother,  were  mii^led  in 
every  life-*throb  of  the  bosom:  substantial  integrity  and 
hafoiti^  courtesy  at  once  supported  and  embellished  the 
wlu^e  fabric  of  sociiety :  the  mind  of  man  sprang  up- 
ward like  a  pyramid  c^  fire,  and  by  its  blaze  of  intelleic^ 
teal  liglit,  dissipated  the  Stygian  darkness  of  the  middle 
ages,  and  an  uninterrupted  chain  of  progressive  im- 
provement united  tc^ether  all  the  intelligent  minds  of 
>re*illumined  Christendom. 

But  man,  weak,  frail,  unsubstantial  man,  the  chaog- 
ling  of  an  hour,  evei"  prone  to  pass  from  one  into  the 
otdier  extreme,  soon  vibrated  from  the  grossest  supersti- 
tion into  the  most  obdurate  unbelief.  Aiid  we,  who  now 
iiVe  up<Mi  die  earth,  are  doomed  to  witness  this  laist  and 
most  dreadful  of  aU  the  eras  of  human  depravity,  that 
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of  general  profligate  wfidelity.  The  light  of  religion 
heing  quenched,  that  of  moral  philosophy  is  speedily 
Swallowed  up  in  the  surrounding  darkness  ;  all  the  du- 
ties of  moral  obligation  having  no  other  basis  than  the 
will  of  God  revealed  to  man  in  his  inspired  word.  All 
political  studies  are  proscribed,  lest  they  should  point 
odt  the  path  to  civil  and  religious  liberty.  No  moral 
culture  is  encouraged,  and  no  intellectual  improvement 
permitted,  save  that  which  teaches  the  more  speedy  ac- 
complishment of  the  works  of  blood  and  desolation, 
which  makes  war  more  frequent,  more  extensive,  more 
murderous.  Whence,  a  few  ages  of  infidelity  would  roll 
back  the  nations  of  the  earth  into  all  the  barbarism  of 
universal  ignorance,  into  all  the  abominations  of  uni- 
versal iniquity.  To  this  most  deplorable  condition  wa$ 
the  European  continent  verging  rapidly,  under  the  i»» 
Jidel  dominion  of  revolutionary  France. 

Let  us  pause  a  moment,  and  re-survey  the  threefold 
progressive  augmentation  of  heavenly  light,  accompa- 
nied with  a  threefold  progressive  deterioration  of  human 
depravity. 

When  man  had  only  the  lesser  light  of  natural  con- 
science to  guide  his  uncertain  steps  tlirough  the  mazes 
of  moral  duty,  the  Pagan  world,  although  partially 
illumined  in  intellect,  was  immersed  in  the  grossness  and 
profligacy  of  vice.  Yet  were  the  heathens  superior, 
both  in  doctrine  and  practice^  to  the  grand  corrupters  of 
Christianity,  whose  superstition  polluted  the  greciet 
light  of  revelation,  and  approximated  the  human  animal 
nearer  to  the  brute  beast  m  understanding,  and  to  the 
fiend  in  iniquity.  But  the  iotaA  rejection  of  the  greater 
light  of  revelation  produces  a  more  impenetrable  dark- 
ness of  the  understanding,  and  a  more  entire  depravity 
of  the  heart  than  ever  arose  from  the  united  efforts  of 
the  corruption  of  Christianity  and  perversion  of  the  nar 
tural  conscience.  So  that  the  world  now  presents  the 
spectacle  of  the  greatest  light  of  mind  and  most  unspot- 
ted purity  of  heart  in  those  countries  where  the  unso- 
phisticated Gospel  is  believed,  contrasted  with  the  mid- 
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rtaght  of  the  intellect  and  the  loathsome  iniquity  of  those 
regions  which  have  cast  off  all  allegiance  to  God  and  to 
iiis  Christ. 

The  influence  of  infideliti/y  like  the  baneful  Upas,  lays 
ithe  hand  of  death  upon  all  that  it  touches  ;  it  corrupts 
the  morals,  debases  the  intellect,  perverts  the  resources, 
tarnishes  the  character,  annihilates  the  honour  of  every 
people  whom  it  enfolds  in  the  harlotry  of  its  embrace ; 
it  rolls  together  as  a  scroll  all  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
civilized  society;  it  casts  that  scroll  into  the  fire  of  hell, 
feeding  upon  the  misery  of  man ;  it  cuts  off  every  retreat 
from  virtue  and  happiness  into  human  intercourse;  it 
lays  for  ever  low  in  an  untimely  tomb  all  that  dignity, 
tenderness,  wisdom,  charity,  affection,  and  confidence, 
can  add  of  lustre  and  of  love  to  the  children  of  morta- 
lity ;   it  has  never  failed,  wheresoever  it  has  rolled  itg 
waters  of  bitterness  and  of  death,  to  sweep  away  all  the 
ftncient  boundaries  and  landmarks  of  huihan  improve- 
ment ;  it  has  rolled  its  stream  of  ruin  over  all  the  art 
and  pride  of  Egypt,  Greece,  and  Italy,  and  every  other 
region,  waste  or  cultivated,  wholesome  or  poisonous, 
in  the  earth ;  it  has  polluted  the  shades  of  learning  and 
science,  laid  open  and  desolate  the  properties  of  men, 
levelled  the  temples^  and  destroyed  the  altars  of  the 
living  God ;  scattered  to  the  wild  fury  of  the  winds 
every  hope  and  every  production  of  nature  that  looks 
upward  to  the  Heavens :  and  after  undermining  all  the 
props  and  buttresses  of  social  order  that  have  been 
reared  and  strengthened  by  the  labours  of  hereditary 
-ages,   after  washing  down  into  the  mire  of  desolation 
kingdoms,  and  nations,  and  empires,  and  people,  and 
languages,  so  that  before  it  the  earth  was  as  the  Garden 
of  £den,  and  behind  it  a  deserted  waste,  it  plunge 
itself,  together  with  all  that  it  encircles,  into  the  gulph 
i>f  remediless  perdition. 

In  the  present  state  of  the  world,  infidelity  is  closely 
allied  with  the  revolutionary  question ;  and,  generally 
speaking,  those  who  are  eager  to  revolutionize  all  exist- 
ing governments,  under  the  ostensible  pretence  of  pro* 
noting  the  liberty  and  property  of  mankind^  are  alike 
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infidels  in  precept  and  in  practice.    But  these  patriotic 
politicians  widely  mistake  the  matter ;  for  all  past  expe- 
rience shows,  that  civil  liberty  and  national  prosperity 
always  flourish  most  where  pure  Christianity  prevails ; 
and  that  despotism  is  the  most  unrestrained  and  cruel^ 
and  public  happiness  most  completely  stifled  where  un- 
belief predommates.     This  was  strongly  exemplified  in 
the  contrasted  condition  of  Britain  aiid  France^  during 
tlie  revolutionary  conflict.     France,  during  that  awful 
period,  was  a  prey  to  the  worst  species  of  desolation; 
.  her  whole  people,  let  loose  from  the  salutary  restraint} 
.of  religious  and  moral  obligation,  presented  uie  hideous 
spectacle  of  one  entire  mass  of  systematic  and  l^alized 
corruption ;  her  agriculture  was  neglected,  her  external 
commerce  annihilated,  her  internal  trade  stagnant,  her 
manufacture  drpopipg,  her  science  and  literature  dark- 
ened almost  to  extinction;  her  whole  oommunity  groan- 
ed under  the  most  sanguinary  and  remorseleaa  tymaaf 
that  eve^  crushed  the  heart  of  nmn  to  die  earth ;  her 
sons  were  dragged  in  chains  to  whiten  with  their  boofls 
and  moisten  with  their  blood  the  soil  of  far-distant  lands, 
while  l)er  own  deserted  widows  and  &therie8S  babes  laf 
mouldering  in  unburicd  heaps  throughout  every  noolc 
•and  corner  of  her  swollen  and  overgrown  empire*    Dur- 
ing this  same  period,  the  British  people  were  protected 
in,  their  equal  rights  by  the  unstained  s^lministration  of 
equal  justice  ;  the  full  security  of  life,  liberty,  and  pro- 
perty, was  preserved  to  all ;  a  continual  aceumuladca 
of  wealth  pervaded  all  the  departments  of  ker  domi- 
nions, whicn  exhibited  an  improved  and  improving  sys- 
tem of  agriculture^  an  extensive  and  extending  commerce, 
manufiactures  thriving  and  increasing^  the  arts  UbessHy 
patronized,  science  and  literature  in  all  their  bnuocbcB 
promoted ;  their  lands,  canals,  houses,  river^  pres^itiBi; 
the  most  unequivocal  proofs  of  progressive  induatry  and 
prosiperity;  the  people  advancnn^i;  in  pure  reli^nand 
sound    morals,   steady   in  their  hafadts  and  manneim 
whence  resulted  the  enlargentent  of  their  tarritoiiii 
possessions  by  honourable  conquest;  their  inexhaPGUitibk 
stock  of  talents,  the  hving  genius  of  fteedom  and  intettt- 
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gence,  which  explored  the  powers  and  recesses  of  rrt-' 
pXTty  to  abridge  tne  labours  and  embellish  the  produc- 
tions of  art;  rendering  knowledge  tributary  to  the 
wantS)  the  comforts,  and  the  enjoyments,  not  only  of 
their  own  oflspring,  but  also  of  the  whole  human  race. 

M.  Talleyrand  observes,  that  he   was  particularly 
ttruck  with  the  calmness^  in  relation  to  religion,  evi- 
denced in  the  United  States,  so  contrary  to  the  zeal  and 
enthusiasm  displayed  in  England ;  and  he  attributes  it 
to  a  variety  of  causes,  some  of  which  it  may  be  well  to 
mention.  He  supposes  that  the  first  and  most  important 
consideration  in  a  new  country  is  to  increase  its  riches ;, 
that  the  proof  of  such  a  disposition  manifests  itself  every 
*  where  in  America ;  and  that  we  find  evidence  of  it  in 
every  part  of  their  conduct ;  and  that  the  customs,  with 
tegard  to  religion  itself,  are  strongly  tinctured  with  this 
prevailing  disposition.    In  England  religion  has  always 
exercised  a  powerful  influence  ov^r  the  national  mind 
and  character  of  th^  people;  in  that  countty  the  greatest 
philosophers  and  profoundes^  sages  have  cast  the  sanc- 
tity of  religion  over  their  most  intense  and,  various 
intellectual  pursuits:     Since  the  age  in  which  Luther 
first  peered,  above  the  hbrilson>  as  the  morning  star  of 
.  the  Reformation,  numerous  sects  and  denominations  of 
Christianity  have  either  sprijing  up  in  England,  or  found 
their  way  thither  fi-om  other  countries.    And.  although 
in  general  the  great  national  establishmeht  of  tne  church, 
together  with  nearly  a  full  toleration  of  other  persua* 
•ions,  has  maintained  a  general  current  of  tranquillity 
and  peace  within  the  bosom  of  the  British  isles ;  yet, 
occasionally^  the  temporary  ascendency  and  fierce  fana- 
ticism of  some  of  the  other  denominations  have  wrbtight 
sudden  and  great  political  changes  in  that  nation. 

All  tJifsse  various  Christian  denominations  have  bieen 
transplanted  into  America ;  and  several  of  the  separate 
states  actually  owe  their  political  origin  to  the  exclusive 
emigratiotis  of  some  of  these  sects.  It  wras,  therefore, 
to  be  expected  tiiat  these  religious  emigrants  would, 
aifter  their  transmigration,  continue  to  maintain  their 
original  ^tate  and  character,  and  frequently  convulse 
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and  agitate  the  American  body  politic.    But^  although 
tor  a  time  religion  appeared  to  give  a  cast  of  national 
character  to  the  original  pilgrims^  and  their  iihmediate 
descendants,  yet  those  distinguishing  features  gradually 
disappeared,  and  religion  in  the  United  States  has  gra- 
dually settled  down  into  the  level  of  a  mere  personal, 
portable  secret,  instead  of  continuing  to  be  what  it  yet 
remains  in  England  —  a  kindred  fire^  flaming  with  elec- 
trical difiusion,  from  heart  to  heart,  and  lighting  up  the 
glow  of  general  enthusiasm  among  the  people.     In  the 
United  States  all  the  various  religious  sects  seem  to 
co-exist  in  a  calm,  unruffled  atmosphere.  It  is  not  very 
uncommon  for  the  father,  mother,  and  children  of  the 
same  family,  each  to  follow,  without  opposition,  their 
respective  modes  of  worship ;  a  spectacle  that  seldom 
occurs  in  Europe,  where  religion,  when  it  operates  at 
all,  actuates  not  only  individuals,  but  masses  of  men, 
in  their  joint  views  and  combined  exertions. 

Hence,  no  leader  of  any  religious  persuasion  in  the 
United  States,  however  ardent  may  be  his  own  zeal, 
and  however  vigorous  and  incessant  his  own  efforts,  can 
induce  his  followers  to  labour  to  a^randize  that  sect, 
with  as  much  effectual  exertion  as  he  could,  under  the 
same  circumstances,  induce  a  similar  body  in  Europe  to 
co-operate  witli  him.    On  the  days  of  public  worship, 
in  this  country,  the  individuals  of  the  same  family  sk 
out  together ;  each  goes  to  hear  the  minister  of  his  own 
sect,  and  they  afterward  return  home  to  employ  them- 
selves, in  common^   in  their  domestic  concerns.     This 
diversity  of  religious  opinion  does  not  seem  to  produce 
any  contradiction  or  discordance  in  their  sentiments  as 
to  other  things.    Whence,  if  there  happens  to  arrive 
here,  from  Europe,  an  ambitious  sectary,  eager  to  afford 
a  triumph  to  his  own  particular  tenets,  by  inflaming  the 
passions  of  men,  so  tar  from  finding,  as  in  other  coun- 
tries; multitudes  disposed  to  enlist  under  his  banners, 
and  ready  to  second  his  violence,  his  very  existence  is 
scarcely  perceived  by  his  nearest  neighbours  ;  his  indi- 
vidual enthusiasm  is  neither  attractive,  nor  interesting, 
nor  contagious^  he  inspires  neither  love,  nor  hatred,  nor 
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curiosity ;  but  is  suffered  tP  die  away  into  nothings  be- 
neath the  frozen  pole  of  universal  indifference. 

This  was  peculiarly  exemplified  in  Dr.  Priestley. 
This  heresiarch,  and  veteran  trumpeter  of  sedition,  had 
openly  menaced  the  hierarchy  of  England  and  the  Bri- 
tish constitution  with  speedy  destruction.     His  parti- 
sans followed  him,  eagerly  and  blindly,  throughout  all 
the  numberless  changes  of  his  ever-shifting  religious 
and  political  creeds ;  they  poured  out  at  his  feet  their 
time,  their  property,  their  obedience,  their  acclamation ; 
they  enabled  him  to  publish,  and  circulate  widely,  his 
pestilent  heresies,  and  malignant  invectives  against  the 
church  and  government  of  England.     He  sate,  like  a 
demi-god,  snuffing  up  the  incense  of  adulation  from  the 
jSocinian  democrats  of  Great  Britain.     But  how  re- 
versed the  picture,  when  he  exchanged  an  English  for 
an  American  home  !  A  meagre  deputation  of  obscure 
clergymen  in  our  city  of  New- York  welcomed  him  to 
the  United  States  with  an  absurd  speech,  full  of  jacobia 
bombast  and  fustian.    He  afterward  repaired  to  Phi- 
ladelphia, where  he  preached  a  few  frigorific  sermons 
to  thin   and    drowsy  audiences ;    he  then  retired   to 
Northumberland,  in  Pennsylvania,    where  he  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  malting  small  experiments 
amidst  his  alembics,  crucibles,  and  retorts,  for  the  re- 
sult of  which  no  one  expressed  the  least  interest^  and 
he  also  occasionally  ushered  from  the  press  religious 
and  political  pamphlets,  which  no  one  ever  read.    His 
death  excited  little,  if  any  more  sensation  among  the 
Pennsylvanian  patriots  than  they  are  wont  to  exhibit  at 
the   dissolution  of  a   German  farmer,   or  a  German 
^irmer's  horse. 

In  the  United  States  ev^ry  one  follows,  pretty  much 
according  to  his  own  inclination,  his  religious  opinions, 
and  pursues  with  undivided  eagerness  his  temporal 
concerns.  This  apparent  apathy  perhaps  arises  partly 
from  the  universal  equality  of  all  religious  denomina- 
tions. In  America  no  form  of  worship  is  prescribed,  no 
religious  ordinances  are  established  by  law ;  whence^ 
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every  individual  is  left  tt  liberty  to  fcdlow  ifk  xynn  will) 
to  neglect  or  cultivate  religion  as  he  seen  fit.  Almeit 
all  the  ardour  of  thd  moment  that  is  passing  is  cnqpLoyed 
in  devising  the  meant  of  acquiring  wealthy  and  pnomii- 
ing  the  success  of  the  political  party^  in  which  the  aetin 
individuals  are  enrolled.  Hence  result  a  general  calm- 
ness and  composure  in  the  American  commimity^  widi 
regard  to  the  persohal  feelings  and  universal  diffusion 
of  religion ;  and  it  sometmes  happens  that  J(dbo?ah 
himself  is  shouldered  from  the  dtar  peculiarly  dediv 
eated  to  his  solemn  services^  by  the  devotedness  of  the 
whole  heart  to  the  shrine  of  mammon,  or  to  the  pur- 
suits and  calculations  of  political  intrigue. 

In  the  United  States  there  is  no  national  Ghmch 
established,  no  lay-patronage,  no  system  of  tithesw  Hit 
people  call  and  su{^rt  their  minister;  few  churches 
having  sufficient  funds  to  dispense  with  the  necessity  of 
contribution  by  the  congregation.  The  law  enforces 
the  contract  between  the  pastor  and  his  flock,  and  re- 
quires the  people  to  pay  the  stipulated  salary  so  loi^ 
as  the  clergyman  preaches  and  p^orms  his  paipchiat 
duty,  according  to  the  i^reement  between  him  and  bil 
panishioners.  In  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  New-Hamp* 
shire,  and  Connecticut,  the  law  requires  each  town  to 
provide,  by  taxation,  for  the  support  of  religious  wor- 
ship ;  but  leaves  it  optional  with  every  individual  to 
choose  his  own  sect.    The  general  govemmi^it  has  M 

C^wer  to  interfere  with  or  regulate  the  religion  of  the 
ni(Mi,  and  the  states,  generally,  have  not  legislated 
farther  than  to  incorporate,  with  certain  restrietioiu^ 
such  religious  bodies  as  have  applied  for  charters^  b 
consaquehce  of  this  entire  indifference  on  tlie  part  of 
the  state  governments,  full  oM-^khrd  of  our  whole  pojpu- 
lation  are  destitute  of  all  iieligibus  ordinances^  and  a 
much  greater  proportion  in  6ur  touthern  i^d  Western 
districts.  It  is  quite  just  atid  ^ropet*  thM  no  oiKe  MCt 
should  have  toy  prefetiehce,  dtmr  ireligicmt^  or  )poiiticiJ> 
bver  tiive  others;  but  the  stlit^^govemmeiite  o^gbt,  it 
leaM^  to  interfere  so  fer  as  Ne w^Enj^a^  hM  A^stt^  a&i 
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enforce  hy  law  the  tnaintenance  of  religious  worship  in 
erery  Ufwnk,  leaving  the  choice  of  his  denomination  to 
each  individual. 

The  not  interfering  at  all  is  a  culpable  extreme  one 
way^  as  the  English  system  of  an  exclusive  national 
church,  shutting  out  the  other  sects  from  equal  political  ' 
privili^es>  is  a  mischievous  extreme  the  other*  In  the 
Vnited  Netherlands,  in  Prussia,  in  Russia,  and  even  in 
France,  all  the  religious  denominations  stand  on  equal 
political  ground ;  and  cannot  Britain  learn  to  augment 
her  intellectual  and  moral  power,  by  repealing  her  test 
and  corporation  acts,  and  permitting  all  her  people  to 
serve  her  to  the  full  extent  of  their  capacity,  in  her  civil 
and  military  functions  ?  During  the  time  when  Russia 
broke  down  the  military  strength  of  revolutionary 
Fmnce,  the  comtnander-iLhief  ^£  all  her  armies  hi 
longed  to  the  Greek  Church,  her  minister  of  finance 
was  a  IHx>te6tant,  and  her  premier  was  a  Papist.  Her 
afiairs  were  not  the  worse  conducted  because  she  dis* 
franchises  none  of  her  sects  of  their  political  rights,  on 
account  of  their  religious  opinions.  The  prominent 
evils  of  the  Eruglish  Church  system  are  the  ministerial 
and  lay  patronage,  and  the  tithes.  Suppose,  for  exam- 
pie  (as  was  actually  the  fact  when  Lord  Bolingbroke 
serval  Quten  Anne,)  the  British  prime  minister  is  sui^ 
avowed  ivifidely  what  kind  of  clergy  would  .he  be  apt  to 
place  in  the  crown  livings }  Evangelical  men,  or  careless 
irreligious  clerks  }  The  U^  patrons,  also,  whether  noble 
or  gentile,  put  into  die  livings,  in  their  gift,  pastors,  in 
"whose  call  the  people  have  no  voice,  but  are,  neverthe- 
less, required  to  sit  under  their  ministration.  Now,  if 
the  lay  patron  be  not  religious,  the  probability  is  that 
his  clergyman  shall  not  be  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  stupemtous  scheme  of  revelation.  And,  perhaps, 
few  things  are  better  calculated  to  foster  the  growth  of 
infidelity  in  a  country  than  putting  into  any  church 
men,  who  dole  out  only  a  little  thin,  diluted  Sabba- 
tical morality  once  in  seven  days,  instead  of  expounding 
the  great  statute  book  of  Christianity,  and  incukattng 
tiiQ  ohiamcMristiC^  distmguishing  doctrines  of  the  Sible. 
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^^  Meanwhile^  the  hungry  sheep  look  up,  and  are  not 
fed/*  and  yet  grave  personages  profess  to  marvel  at  the 
rapid  growth  of  other  denominations,  whose  pastors,  on 
moderate  stipends,  perform  faithfully  the  duties  of  die 
highest,  the  holiest,  the  most  important,  and  th^  most 
interesting  vocation  that  can  be  accorded  to  man. 

The  system  of  tithes  is  perhaps  the  very  worst  pos- 
sible mode  of  providing  for  the  clergy  that  could  be 
devised.  They  impede  the  progress  of  agriculture,  and 
create  perpetual  dissensions  between  the  pastor  and  his 
own  people ;  and  keep  in  a  state  of  incessant  exaspera- 
tion all  those  other  sects,  who  dissent  from  the  doctrines 
and  government  of  episcopacy.  The  tithes  take  a  tendi 
part  of  the  gross  produce  of  the  land,  and  consequently 
operate  as  a  tax,  oppressive  in  proportion  to  the  amount 
expended  in  cultivating,  and  not  to  the  net  profits  of  the 
land  produce ;  whence,  they  grow  more  and  more  iuto- 
lerabie>  as  a  country  expends  more  and  more  capital  in 
agriculture ;  and  are  a  much  greater  grievance  in  Eng- 
land now,  when  so  vast  an  aggregate  of  farming  capital 
is  employed,  than  when  agriculture  consisted  chiefly  in 
pasture,  and  very  little  money  was  expended  in  culture, 
or  tillage.  Unless  the  British  government  shall  commute 
the  tithe  system  for  some  other  mode  of  maintaining  the 
national  clergy,  it  will  continue  an  evil,  as  pernicious  as 
the  poor  laioSy  the  public  debt,  or  the  game  laws,  all  of 
which  are,  in  their  nature  and  amount,  singularly  op- 
pressive, and  two  of  them  tend  directly  to  produce  im- 
morality and  vice.  The  tithes  amount  to  nearly  oie- 
J'ourth  of  the  rental  of  England  and  Ireland ;  to  at  least 
ten  millions  sterling  a  year;  to  which  add  church  lands, 
and  other  property,  five  millions  more,  and  it  gives  an 
annual  expenditure  of  fifteen  milUons  sterling,  ov  sixty- 
seven  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
established  church  ;  to  which  add  ten  millions  for  poor 
rates,  forty-four  millions  for  the  interest  of  the  national 
debt,  and  twenty-one  millions  for  government  expendi- 
ture, amounting  in  all  to  nitiety  millions  sterling,  or  four 
hundred  and  Jwe  millions  of  dollars  a-year ; .  an  awful 
burden  of  expenditure  on  twenty  millions  of  people.; 
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ar^ragiilg  tieariy  five  pounds,  or  at  least  twenty  dollars 
a  head  for  each  inhabitant  of  the  British  Isles  ;  whereas, 
in  the  United  States  the  whole  public  expenditure  of. 
the  general  government,  twenty  state  governments,  the 
poor  laws,  corporations,  and  counties,  scarcely  amount 
to  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  or  five  dollars  a  head  for  each 
individual  of  ten  millions  of  people  who  are  rapidly  in- 
creasing in  number,  and  whose  immense  land  resources 
are  rising  in  value  every  hour. 

In  Ireland^  the  tithe  system  is  still  more  oppressive 
than  in  England.     Four-fifths  of  the  population  are 

Eajpists.  In  many  parishes  all  the  people  are  papists, 
aving  no  protestant  minister,  but  the  nominal  pHTSon 
resides  either  in  England  or  France,  or  elsewhere,  as 
suits  him,  and  the  tithe  proctor  grinds  down  the  Irish 
farmer  and  peasant,  and  perpetuates  their  abject  hopeless  , 
poverty. 

Our  different  sects  dispute  here  verbally,  and  by 
writing,  pretty  much  as  they  do  in  Europe.  But  the 
liberal  piety  of  the  age,  its  philosophical  spirit  and  ge- 
nius, the  circumstances  of  Christendom,  the  prevalence 
of  Bible  and  Missionary  Societies  and  Sunday  Schools, 
all  conspire  to  approximate  the  different  religious  per- 
suasions towards  each  other  in  the  labours  of  love,  and 
in  the  beauty  of  harmony ;  to  break  down  the  partition 
wall  of  sectarianism,  and  to  unite  all  denominations  in 
their  blessed  efforts  to  spread  the  light  of  revealed  truth 
over  the  remotest  comers  of  the  globe.  It  is  in  vain 
for  anj/  church  to  attempt  to  uphold  its  exclusive  preten- 
sions against  the  social  institutions,  feelings,  and  habits, 
of  the  country  where  it  is  placed  ;  and  still  more  vain 
to  endeavour  to  revive  now,  in  these  United  Sta,tes,  the 
intolerant  bigotry,  which  disgraced  Europe  in  the  seven- 
teenth century.  Lord  Clarendon,  in  his  Life  of  Am« 
gelfy  makes  some  very  sagacious  observations  on  the 
manner  in  which  Archbishop  Laud,  by  straining  his 
ecclesiastical  pretensions  too  far,  and  indulging  an  un- 
bounded lust  of  clerical  domination,  brought  his  royal 
master  to  the  block,  and  ruined  that  very  church  which 
he  so  zealously  laboured  to  exalt. 
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The  prevailing  religious  sects  in  the  United  Skatei^ 
are,  the  Presbyterians,  the  Independents,  the  Episccmb- 
lians,  Methodists,  and  Baptists ;  of  which  lastpersuanoti 
there  are  2,6oo  settled,  and  1 ,000  unsettled  congrega- 
tions»  Pure  Episcopacy  is  in  fact  an  ecclesiastical  tno- 
narchy,  the  bishop  being  the  executive  chief  over  all 
the  clergy  of  his  diocess.  It  is,  however,  in  this  country 
more  adapted  to  the  genius  of  our  republican  institutions 
than  it  ever  was  in  England,  even  before  the  houses  of 
convocation  were  abolished ;  for  with  us,  the  annual 
state  convention  consists  of  lay  delegates  as  well  at 
cler^,  the  bishop  presiding ;  and  the  general  convention, 
which  me^ts  once  in  three  years,  is  composed  of  all  the 
bishops  in  the  Union,  who  form  the  upper  house,  and 
of  lay  delegates  and  clergy  from  all  the  different  diocesses, 
who  constitute  the  lower  house.  Indeed,  every  church 
must  of  necessity  conform  its  government  and  discipline 
in  some  measure  to  the  spirit  and  substance  of  the 
social  institutions  of  the  country  where  it  is  fixed.  Yet, 
notwithstanding  our  republican  polity  and  habits,  the 
bishops  exercise  great  authority  over  their  diocesan 
clergy,  and  possess  very  considerable  power  in  regulat- 
ing and  governing  the  church. 

Presb3rt:erianism,  in  its  government,  is  a  representa* 
tive  republic;  its  ecclesiastical  tribunals  throughout  all 
their  grafiations  of  church  sessions,  presbyteries,  synods, 
and  general  assemblies,  are  composed  of  an  equal  num- 
ber of  clergy  and  lay  elders,  whose  votes  have  aU  equal 
efficacy,  and  who  transact  their  business  on  their  delibe« 
rative  floor,  much  in  the  same  manner  as  do  our  Con- 
gress and  state  legislatures.  In  the  Independent  Cob* 
gregational  churches  all  is  carried  by  universal  suffrage 
in  each  separate  congregation,  there  being  no  general 
ecclesiastical  tribunal  to  which  may  be  referred  tbe 
graver  matters  of  doctrine  and  discipline,  but  all  bang 
submitted,  finally  and  without  appeal,  to  the  votes,  male 
and  female,  of  each  single  audienc^.  In  such  a  systetli 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  prevent  the  ..departure  ftom 
old,  and  the  introduction  of  new  doctrines ;  tod,  Accord- 
ingly, both  in  old  and  New  England^  ma^y  of  Uie  Ind^* 
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pendent  churches  have  passed  gradually  fixing  Calvin*- 
um,  through  the  intermediate  stages  of  Arminianidm, 
Arianism,  and  Semi-Arianism,  into  Socinianism^  or  Uni« 
tarianism,  or^  as  Priestley  calls  it^  Humanitarianism^  be* 
csauae  it  denies  the  divinity  of  Jesus  Christy  and  consi- 
(brs  him  merdy  ^^  as  a  firail^  peccable^  erring  man.** 

The  great  body  of  the  Congregation  alists  are  to  be 
fyaanA  in  New-England,  and  some  of  their  churches  are 
scattered  through   the    middle   and  southern  states, 
frhich  aire,  however,  chiefly  occupied  by  the  Presbyte- 
rians^     Episcopacy  prevails  most  in  New-York,  Penn- 
gylvahia,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South-Carolina,  and 
is  supposed  to  be  gaining  ground  in  some  parts  of  New- 
Eii^land.     The  Imends,  or  Quakers,  are  most  numer^ 
<m8,  in  the  middle  states ;  they  are  here,  ad  in  Europe, 
and  every  where  else,  peculiarly  active  in  all  works  of 
believolence.     For  example,  in  promoting  peace,  dis- 
Cdiuraging  war,  aiding  the  progress  of  Bible  Societies 
and  Sunday  Schools,  and  the  abolition  of  slavery.     The 
Methodists  occupy  chiefly  the  interior  of  the  southern 
gtaHes,  although  they  have  churches  scattered  over  the 
greatest  part  of  the  t  Jnion.     The  Baptists  abound  most 
in  the  western  states.     The  Papists  are  most  nimierous 
in  Maryland,  and  in  the  large  cities  on  our  sea-board ; 
their  numbers  are  continually  augmented  by  European 
importation ;  but  they  seldom  make  proselyted  from 
other  sects.     The  Dutch  Reformed  Church  is  prinei- 
f9i&y  confined  to  New-York  and  New-Jersey.     Jews 
aw  scattered  in  small  numbers  all  over  the  Union,  ex- 
cepting New-England,  where  a  veritable  Israelite  is  no 
IRor^  able  to  live  than  in  Scotland. 

The  American  clergy  of  all  denominations  are  in  ge- 
^lentl  decorous  in  their  exterior,  and  faithful  in  the  dis- 
^ehacge  of  their  pulpit  and  parochial  duties.  There  is, 
♦lowever,  in  some  of  our  cities  a  custom,  which  dimi- 
mtshes  their  usefulness;  namely,  the  coUegiate  system, 
^hich  makes  three  or  four  churches  common  to  as  miihy 
16r  Attore  clergymen.  lii  New-York,  the  Presbyterians 
hm^  widely  abandoned  this  scheme ;  the  EpiscopaKans 
Mid  Di^eh  still  retain  it.  Instead  of  giving  one  regular 


414  COLLEOIATE    CHURCHCS. 

* 

pastor  to  each  separate  congregation,  the  essence  of  the 
collegiate  system  is,  not  to  suffer  the  sam^  clergyman  to 
preach  twice  successively  in  the  same  church  ;  whence, 
there  can  be  no  regular  exposition  of  the  scriptures, 
without  which  no  congregation  can  be  built  up  in 
Christian  instruction;  mere  single  unconnected  sermons, 
or  sabbatical  essays,  never  did,  and  never  will,  teach  ft 
people  the  scheme  of  Revelation.  The  collegiate  system 
also  does  not  admit  of  pastoral  duty  and  parochiaJ  visi- 
tation, without  which  the  real  religion  of  a  church  can 
never  be  kept  up  or  established.  A  minister  of  mode- 
rate talents  and  learning,  if  he  be  the  stated  pastol*  of  a 
single  church,  will  be  able  to  do  much  more  good  by 
regular  preaching  and  exposition  of  the  scriptures,  and 
parochial  visitation,  than  a  man  of  the  first-rate  capacity 
can  possibly  effect  by  occasional  preaching  in  a  churcu 
in  common  with  talents  and  learning  of  every  various 
gradation.  No  order  of  ability  and  information  can 
compensate  for  a  radical  deficiency  of  system. 

Notwithstanding  so  large  a  portion  of  our  population 
is  altogether  without  religious  ordinances,  yet,  of  late^ 
religion  has  been,  unquestionably,  gaining  ground  in  the 
United  States ;  and  that  cold-blooded  compound  of  irre- 
ligion,  irony,  selfishness,  and  sarcasm,  which  the  French 
<^11  persiflage^  is  not  so  rife  now  as  formerly.  Religion 
is  hecoxamg  J'ashionahle  among  us,  which  is  a  strong 
proof  of  the  existence  of  a  great  mass  of  real  piety  in 
the  country.  Some  of  our  soudisant  philosophers, 
however,  profess  to  ridicule  this  fashion,  and  to  deride 
the  cant  and  hypocrisy  of  the  present  day,  which,  they 
liken  to  the  fanaticism  of  the  puritans,  who  convertegi 
the  English  monarchy  into  a  protectorate. 

But  the  extent  of  hypocrisy  must  always  be  regu- 
lated by  that  of  true  religion.  If  religion  be  not  gene* 
rally  spread  over  the  community,  there  can  be  na 
effectual  demand  fot  extensive  hypocrisy ;  which,  io 
itself,  is  never  any  thing  more  than  the  homage  of  vice 
to  virtue.  If  the  great  body  of  the  people  do  not  highly 
value  religion,  it  can  never  be  worth  the  while  of  lead- 
ing statesmen  to  play  the  hypocrite^  and  afiect  to  be 
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pious,,  in  order  to  become  acceptable  in  the  eyes  of  the 
nation.  If  the  poUticians  of  revolutionary  France,  and 
of  our  southern  and  western  states,  do  not  find  it  neces- 
sary to  conceal  their  disregard  for  all  seriousness  and 
religion,  but  can  afford  to  avow  their  impious  tenets  of 
speculative  and  practical  infidelity,  it  only  proves  that 
there  is  too  little  religion  in  their  respective  communi- 
ties, to  compel  them  to  wear  the  mask  of  hypocrisy,  and 
assume  the  semblance  of  that  piety  which  is  generally 
difiused.  It  only  proves,  that  the  host  of  infidels  are 
KjU)W  become  more  numerous,  and  more  daring  in  Chris- 
tendom, than  they  were  in  some  former  ages.  In  Britain, 
religion  is  so  pravalent  among  all  sects  and  denomina- 
tions, that  her  leading  politicians  dare  not,  whatever 
may  be  their  private  opinions,  openly  avow  themselves 
to  be  infidels,  whether  Deists  or  Atheists. 

The  rapid  spread  of  Sunday  Schools y  and  of  Mission- 
ary and  Bible  Societies,  affords  a  most  consolatory  proof 
of  the  increase  of  religion  in  the  United  States.  Two 
years  have  not  yet  elapsed,  since  their  first  institution 
in  this  country,  and  they  have  already  considerably 
diminished  the  ignorance,  poverty,  and  vice  of  our  larger 
cities;  Many  of  oiu:  most  respectable  families,  both 
ladies  and  gentlemen,  gratuitously  epgage  in  the  labour 
of  teaching  the  Sunday  scholars,  black  and  white,  old 
and  young.  Their  exertions  have  caused  the  Sabbath 
to  be  respected  by  the  poor,  the  idle,  and  the  profl- 
gate;  and  have  quickened  the  growth  of  piety,  order, 
industry,  and  cleanliness  amidst  the  habitations  of  filth, 
indolence,  confusion,  and  iniquity.  The  reports  of  the 
various  Sunday  School  Societies  are  peculiarly  interest- 
ing, for  their  mass  of  important  facts,  their  strain  of 
manly  religion  and  benevolence,  the  ability  and  elo- 
quence of  their  composition. 

The  Missionary  Societies  are  established  for  the  pur- 
pose of  converting  those  Indians  who  are  not  yet  ex- 
terminated by  the  sword  of  American  encroachment; 
and  also  to  supply  with  religious  instruction  the  millions 
of  our  own  people,  who  are  altogether  destitude  of  reli- 
^ous  ordinance^.    The  labours  of  these  societies  have 
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been  singularly  beneficial^  and  are  daily  and  hourly 
augmenting  in  usefulness. 

Both  the  Sunday  Schools  and  Missions  unite  their 
excellent  eff<H*t8  to  aid  the  progress  of  IKble  Societies^ 
which,  perhaps,  constitute  the  most'  important  and  most 
comprehensively  useful  institution  tjiat  has  ever  blessed 
the  human  race,  since  the  day-^ar  of  the  RefGrmaim 
first  dawned  upon  a  benighted  world.  The  ooost  ejQfeo 
toal  means  probably,  that,  under  the  blessing  of  DiyuM 
Providence,  can  be  devised  to  oppose  an  effectual  pbstSr 
cle  to  the  general  progress  of  unbeUef  and  immorality, 
are  to  be  found  in  the  extensive  and  judicious  distrtbii* 
tion  of  the  sacred  Scriptures.  The  study  of  the  BiUfi 
iacHitates  access  to  the  fountain  of  life ;  prepares  the 
way  for  the  instructions  of  the  livii^  teacher;  opens  the 
widest  road  to  all  moral  and  intellectual  improvesnent; 
axalts  the  whole  nature  of  man  to  a  higher  eminence  in 
the  scale  of  rational  and  spiritual  being.  If  you  wish  to 
know  what  is  in  man ;  what  his  naxure,  and  what  his 
conduct,  under  every  form  of  society,  political  as  well  at 
rdigious ;  what  his  character  in  every  individual  coadi- 
ti(Mi,  savage  or  civilized,  give  your  days  and  nights  to 
the  study  of  the  Scriptures.  They  were  dictated  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  of  that  Almighty  Ood  who  created  maHi 
and  who,  tnerefore,  is  most  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  his  creature.  That  nature  is  most  clearly 
depicted  throughout  all  the  pages  of  die  ms^pred  vo- 
lume; which,  indeed,  aflbrds  ti&e  largest  range  of  co«r 
templaticm  to  those  enlightened  and  sagacious  minds 
that  are  earnestly  bent  upon  directing  successfully  their 
inquiries  into  the  inmost  recesses  of  the  human  facAit; 
because  it  is  upon  his  own  entire  knowledge  of  the  nt 
ture  and  character  of  man,  that  the  Divine  Saviour  of 
the  world  has  so  strikingly  accommodated  his  scheme 
of  religion  to  the  wants  and  relief  of  that  being  for 
whose  means  of  eternal  salvation  Christianity  was  fOOh 
muleated. 

What  has  been  already  affected  by  the  efforts  of  the 
Bible  Societies,  scattered  over  so  large  a  portion  of  Chris- 
tendom^ in  removing  the  darkness  of  the  understaxK&ngy 
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«nd  purifying  the  corruptions  of  the  heart,  (or,  at  leasts 
in  rendering  the  exterior  morals  more  decorous,  for  the 
heart  of  man  can  only  be  cleansed  from  its  unrighteous^ 
ness  by  the  inspiration  of  the  Spirit  of  God,)  is  a  suffi* 
tiient  pledge  to  encourage  the  unremitted  exertions  of 
every  real  Christian,  of  whatever  name,  sect,  or  persiia* 
sion,  to  persevere  in  this  labour  of  love.  Fourteen  years 
have  not  yet  elapsed  since  the  first  establishment  of  the 
British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society ;  and  in  this  httle  pe- 
riod the  sacred  Scriptures  have  been  spread  over  all  the 
home  dominions  of  Great  Britain ;  have  been  translated 
in  whole,  or  in  part,  into  more  than  a  hundred  different 
languages,  and  dispersed  over  almost  all  the  habitable 
globe ;  over  the  whole  of  continental  Europe,  a  part  of 
Africa,  a  considerable  portion  of  Asia;  nay,  have  even 
-penetrated  the  habitations  of  the  aboriginal  barbarians 
of  our  American  wilderness. 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Owen's  History  of  the  British  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society  is  one  of  the  most  able,  eloquent, 
instructive,  and  interesting  books  which  has  ever  pro^- 
ceeded  from  the  pen  of  man. 

Since  the  establishment  of  this  primary  institution, 
Bible  Societies  have  sprung  up  in  unnumbered  multi- 
tudes, partly  branching  off  from  the  parent  trunk,  partly 
self-created  and  independent,  but  all  in  Christian  har- 
mony and  accord  with  each  other,  wheresoever  scattered 
over  the  distant  regions  of  the  earth.     In  Britain  the 
affiliated  societies  are  augmented  beyond  all  power  of 
count,  and  furnish  a  continual  supply  of  the  word  of 
life  to  those  vast  masses  of  the  poor  and  destitute,  which 
are  always  to  be  found  in  old  and  fully  peopled  countries. 
•On  continental  Europe  these  blessed  institutions,  in  some 
measure,  allayed  even  the  horrors  of  universal  warfare; 
and  where  the  ravages  of  earthly  desolation  continued 
±6  spread  themselves,  the  revealed  word  of  God  taught 
the  sufferers  to  lift  their  hearts  above  this  perishing 
scene  of  things,  and  direct  their  views  towards  those 
mansioi^s  of  eternal  joy,  "  where  the  wicked  cease  from 
•troubling,  and  the  weary  are  at  rest.'*  In  Russia,  more 
iespeciallyi  and  to  an  immense  extent ;  in  Sweden,  Den^ 
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piark^  S^xony^  Bohemin,  Hungaiy^  the  United  Nether- 
landsy  Prussia^  Switzerland^  and  many  other  partg  cS  the 
European  continent,  Bil^  Societies,  aided  by  the  mu- 
nificeut  donaticHis  of  the  British  and  Foreign  {nstita^ 
tioB,  are  perpetually  diffusing  the  word  of  God.    May 
Diviae  IVovidence  enable  these  societies  to  stem  tht 
toiODGat  of  general  infidelity,  which  has  been  iidEectmg 
tibe  nations  of  continental  £«u*ope  with  the  taint  of  death 
durkig  ithe  lapse  tif  ^m  entire  century ! 
•    Nor  have  these  United  States,  in  proportion  to  their 
popnlatton  and  means,  fallen  short  of  their  Christian 
iTcthren  in  Europe  in  well-directed  effoarts  to  dissemi- 
oiale  the  sacned  Scriptures.     In  almost  eyery  state  of 
the  Union,  north,  east,  west,  and  south,  and  in  many 
separate  districts  oif  some  of  the  states,  have  Bihle  So- 
cieties ^started  up,  under  the  auspaces  of  zeal  And  wis^ 
dom.     The  American  Bible  Sedeti/^  a  nationiiil  institi^ 
tion,  established  so  recently  as  in  May,   lBl€,  has 
already  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  auxiliary  branches; 
besides  which  there  are  some  lew  independent  fiiUe 
Associations,  and  a  considerable  dMHnber  of  Bible  and 
Common  Prai/er-iook  societies.     The  old  and  young, 
4he  rich  and  poor,  of  every  Christian  denomination,  haxe 
sprung  forward  with  alacrity  and  ardour  to  enrol  them- 
selves under  the  banners  of  the  Cross ;  to  do  personal 
iiuit  and  service  to  the  great  Captain  of  their  salvation, 
by  distributing  His  glad  tidings  of  present  peace,  and 
future  hope,  and  eternal  safety,  among  all  those  who 
have  hitherto  lived  without  God  in  the  world. 

Neither  can  it  be  said,  that  America  does  w>t  >stand 
in  need  of  every  individual,  every  sbdal  effi>ist,  to  diatti- 
tute  the  sacred  oracles  among  her  childrfsn.  The  sa- 
V2Lge  tribes  of  Indians,  who  prowl  around  our  ^xtntiers, 
0r  who  roam  over  the  pathless  wilderness,  remain  ^till 
henighted  in  all  the  original  darkness  of  pagan  ignorance 
and  superstition.  Nay,  even  our  own  fellow-^citizens  in 
the  United  States  require  all  the  assistance  that  can  be 
given  to  facilitate  their  access  to  the  means  <i^  eternal 
life.  Full  three  millions  of  our  people  are  altogether 
destitute  of  Christian  ordinances ;  and^as  liie  population 


igf  tlji^  country  Wcre^s^?  fi^it^  p  rapidity  hitherto  ijwx- 
ampled  in  the  history  of  nations,  i^iil^??  Pioixi^  ^f*^ptp^l 
^^^3  be  |dppte4  to  ^pre^^  th^  light  of  tUe  gp?p^J  over 
fi^g^  S^cfiipm  oith^  Uniw,  yrl\ich  mw  li^  pfo$trMe  wi 
all  the  d^iikne^s  of  OTrfigenemtpd  deprie^viity,  hrfpre  h^f 
H  c^nt^ry  .^haU  h^v^  ^Ij^ps^d,  pur  fedwaiiye  f^pub|ic 
4I#1  n^ffiber  )yithin  jA$  bjQSom  wore  t^iw  tw^^ 
.Bli||ipn§  of  unbaptii^ed  infi^^k- 

T«he  ypice  of  duty,  theiipfQi:e,  and  pf  humwity,  awi 

-Chwtwn  charity,  c;alls  Jowily  upop  u>  ito  atraip  ^y.^y 

sipe^y,  \Q  9tretqh  ^ytj^y  nerKa,  ip  rtr^nupus  apd  vm^ 

jTikt^d  .ej^rtiop,  to  cir/cttjata  th^  IJoly  Scripturi^  ftippAg 

^  jtbe  prAec?  and  pl»^?^  of  pur  cpoMiwwity.  T\m  wvJ- 

iBTOphlipg  duty  ip  ithp  joppr^  iucwnbent  ppon  RWjp  Soci- 

.^tiff^  hecidpseit  19  ^MVp^ciriiar.priyikgeto  be^jCbris- 

Ai^  ^pcL^,  instituted  jfor  tru|y  GJ^istiau  pwpP5€« : 

Wiii^  tkmy  engaged  a3  they  are  iu  x)ne  xjomippp  laJ^r 

of  philanthropy,  ,eyeiy  partifion  wall  of  s^ctairian  hi@^ 

:tey  is  hrokep  >down ;  every  dpnopaiaatioa  of  aJl  Gbris- 

4i«n  pimua^on^  is  nA/^t  together  ^dtb  .one  !heai:t,  aiyl 

Jirith  one  ^cqc^.     iT&ej/  leaye  to,grace|^  zealp;^  t^ 

mi^rabi^  con^olaitioii  xi^  worrying  «ach  ofSo^t^  and  flu* 

gracing  tbemsdves  ;hy  th^  fiercest  conteorfians  ahautrthe 

prftry  shibboleths  of  punypokmics;  /^sirMbxi^ft 

\%  to  giyjp  a  free  course,  a  .wider  circxiladpa  to  tihe  lu^p* 

.pbistiqated  word  of  Goi;  and  I  truat  that  tbey  wiJl 

jifiyer  for  one  mopient  slac^n  their  .ex^rtixms  of  tiia^, 

•t^cnt,  knai(vrledge,  aub^ance^  oppoi:tunity,  body,  aquI, 

Aod  spirit,  their  imiyecsal  nature,  ip  this  great,  this  in- 

.  tecesiting  service,  while  a  single  section  of  pur  ^counfay, 

-It  .ain^e  town,  .village,  or  hapilet,  nay,  a  sipgle  iaoulyi 

..or  individual,  within  the  whole  x:ircuniference  of  our 

^ya^t  and  rapidly  widening  republic,  is  to  he  found,  to 

•Xirhom  the  aacred  4^riptpres  are  as  a  fountain  .clqied^ 

>aQd  .a  volume  sealed. 

•5ibe  mjosrals^maimex:$^zxA  c^arfiLcter  of.ev^  country 

ar^  b^^^poi^  its  religious  and.soeial  institutiQns,:wi)ic^ 

.in  the  United  States  are  £r2^xhed  in  the  fiilness  of  ipdi-* 

^addual  libei:^,  leaving  eyeiy  oneto  think,  apeak,  andact> 

^Acc^rding  ^\p  bis  x>wn  indination  and  .views^  provided^ 
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however,  that  he  keeps  (as  Shakspeare  calls  it)  on  the 
windy  side  of  the  law. 

The  great  body  of  the  American  people  are  of  Eng- 
lish origin,  and  resemble  their  parent  country  in  morals^ 
manners,  and  character,  modified,  indeed,  by  the  diver- 
sities of  goveniment,  soil,  climate,  and  condition  of  so- 
ciety. Being,  however,  all  under  the  influences  of  the 
same  language,  religion,  laws,  and  policy,  the  several 
states  which  compose  the  Union  present  substantially 
the  same  character,  with  only  a  few  shades  of  local  va- 
riety. All  our  governments  are  elective  and  popular, 
the  plenary  sovereignty  residing  in  the  people,  who 
therefore  feel  a  sense  of  personal  importance  and  eleva- 
tion unknown  to  the  mass  of  population  in  any  other 
country.  To  which  add  their  general  intelligence, 
abundance,  enterprise,  and  spirit,  and  we  see  a  people 
superior  to  those  of  every  other  nation  in  physical, 
intellectual,  and  moral  capacity  and  power. 

In  NeW'England  property  is  more  equally  divided 
than  in  any  other  civilized  country.  There  are  but  few 
overgrown  capitalists,  and  still  fewer  plunged  into  the 
depths  of  indigence.  Those  states  are  alike  free  from 
'  the  insolence  of  wealth  on  one  hand,  and  the  servility  of 
pauperism  on  the  other.  They  exhibit  a  more  perfect 
equality  in  means,  morals,  manners,  and  character  than 
has  ever  elsewhere  been  found.  With  the  exception  of 
Rhode-Island,  they  all  support  religion  by  law ;  their 
numerous  parish  priests,  all  chosen  by  the  people  them- 
selves, moderately  paid,  and,  in  general,  well  informed 
and  pious,  are  continually  employed  on  the  sabbaths, 
and  during  the  week  days,  in  the  instruction  and  amend- 
ment of  their  respective  congregations ;  their  elemen- 
tary schools  are  established  in  every  township,  and  per- 
haps not  a  native  of  New-England  is  to  be  found  who 
cannot  read,  and  write,  and  cast  accounts.  They  live 
universally  in  villages,  or  moderately  sized  towns, 
imd  carry  on  their  commercial,  manufacturing,  and 
agricultural  operations  by  the  voluntary  labour  of 
freemen,  and  not  by  the  compelled  toil  of  slaves.  In 
sobriety  of  morals  and  manners,  in  intelligence^  spirit, 
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and  enterprise/  the  New-England  men  and  the  Scottish 
are  very  much  alike.     Dr.  Currie,  in  his  profound  and 
elegant  biography  of  Burns,  enters  at  length  into  the 
causes  which  have  rendered  the  great  body  of  the  Scot- 
tish people  so  very  superior  to  those  of  any  other  Euro- 
pean country ;  the  res.ult  of  his  reasoning  is,  that  this 
national  superiority  is  owing  to  the  combined  efforts  of 
the  system  of  parish  schools ,  giving  to  all  the  means  of 
elementary  education,  and  of  a  moderately  paid^  able, 
and  well-informed  clergy,  coming  into  constant  contact 
with,    and  instructing  and  regulating  the  people;   to 
which  he  adds,  as  no  small  auxiliary,  the  absence  of  those 
poor  laws  which  have  impoverished,  and  deteriorated, 
and  corrupted  the  whole  people  of  England. 
•  In  this  country  we  have  unfortunately  adopted  the 
English  poor-law  system ;  which,  so  far  as  it  yet  ope- 
rates, is  a  cankerworm  knawing  at  the  heart's  core  of 
our  national  morals,  prosperity,    and   strength.     The 
American  people,  however,  possess  one  decided  advan- 
tage over  those  of  Scotland  and  every  other  country ; 
namely,  that  of  the  political  sovereignty/  residing  in  them ; 
whence  they  exhibit  in  their  own  persons  a  moral  fear- 
lessness, confidence,  and  elevation,  unknown  and  unima- 
gined  elsewhere.     A  native  free-bom  American  knows 
no  superior  on  earth ;  from  the  cradle  to  the  grave  he  is 
taught  to  believe  that  his  magistrates  are  his  servants  : 
and  while  in  all  other  countries  the  people  are  continu- 
ally flattering  and  praising  their  governors,  our  govern- 
ment is  compelled  to  be  eternally  playing  the  sycophant 
and  acting  the  parasite  to  the  majesty  of  the  people. 
It  may,  on  the  whole,  be  safely  asserted  that  the  New- 
England  population  surpasses  that  of  all  the  rest  of  the 
world  in  steady  habits,  dauntless  courage,  intelligence, 
enterprise,  perseverance— in  all  the  qualities  necessary 
to  render  a  nation  first  in  war  and  first  in  peace.     Upon 
inquiry,  I  was  informed  by  one  of  our  southern  generals, 
who  psuticularly  distinguished  himself  on  our  northern 
frontiers  during  the  Iftst  war,  that  the  New-England  re- 
giment in  his  brigade  was  peculiarly  conspicuous  for 
its  exact  discipline,  its  patient  endurance  of  fatigue  and 
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pfititioti,  its  ite^dy,  tmyielding  vahmr  in  the  Mi; 
ifhile  hii  01/^  riative  Virginias  wcri  iikore  carefess^ 
more  r6ckle§^,  more  inflammatorf ,  mori  fit  for  a  fcnrlora 
hoj:]Je,  br  some  desperate  ithfiiracncable  cirtei^Jse.  He 
added,  thdt  he  regularly  found  that  aW  the  tarn  dedt 
dut  a^  ratiotisf  t6  hi^  Netr-England  soldiers  had  glided 
down  the  throats  of  his  Virginian  reghnent,  whose  pa^, 
ih  retutrl,'  had  been  regularly  transferred  to  the  pockets 
of  the  Ttibrt  pnldent  eastern  warriors. 

In  the  Middle  states  the  population  is  not  so  hatioiiai 
ahfid  Unnniied  ai  iri  NeW-Ettgland,  whose  inhabitants  aire 
s^ltogether  bf  EhgHih  origin.  They  dof  not  support  r^- 
li^ion  by  law;  and  i  eonsiderable  portion  of  their 
people  are  destitute  of  clergymen,  even  ih  the  state  of 
Ncw-YbJ-k,  tirid  k  still  greater  proportion  in  some  of  the 
other  middle  ^tite^.  In  ftome  of  thetti,  elementary 
sbhttol^  are  rtbt  hiiinerons,  pariicularly  irl  Pennsylvania, 
rtddy  of  ^hWfe  pebpte  cdh  neither  write  nor  read.  Pn>- 
petty  is  noi  so  6tibally  divided,  and  the;  di^tin^ion  of  rich 
ahd  p6tif  is  niore  bwadly  marked  thai!  hi  NeW-En^and. 
M&ny  bf  their  Settfethettts  ^e  morte  rec^ht,  knd  exhibit 
thle  phy^ic&l,  iiitelt^ctn^t^  and  moral  disadvant^es  of 
n^w  Sfettfenlents,  iii  the  pri^ation^^  ignorahcte,  and  irrefi- 
gioh  of  the  Settlers^  ^ho  4ett  cOtoposed  of  many  dif- 
ferent hatiohs,  having  nb  one  cohimott  object  in  view, 
either  in  rejgai-d  to  rtelTgjoUd,  or  mohil,  or  sfbcial  institu- 
tions. The  English,  Dutch,  GtetmaiiS,  Frettchj  Iri^h, 
Scottish^  Swiss,  have  not  y  W  had  timeahdbpportuhityto 
be  all  melted  do^n  into  one  hoihogeneotii  national  ±as9 
of  ^Mericdn  character.  Thfe  dMe^  in  this  ^ec^ion  of 
the  UnioA  are  hiorte  itattiei'ons  than  in  Ne#-England, 
arid  iA  Maryland  Sufficiently  so  «b  influence  an(J  dctericJ- 
rate  the  chdr^acter  of  the  people.  The  ihdral  hfibiti  of 
thd  iiiicMle  ^tateii  ^ehierally,  are  moife  lai  than  those  of 
NeW-Englahd.  New-Vot-ki  irideddj  ^ardy  from  J[>r«i- 
mity  df  Mtnatiohi  biit  chiefly  fron^  i«  ebtttiliual  acquisi- 
tibh  (X  feW^aifts  fV6tti  t^e  eisterii  StatSS^  ii^  H^idiy 
assjiiftihl  k  NeW^Eftglafed  chirActei-  and  aspect. 

fei  th*e  ^mU^yi  itk^ca,  religion  ffebelVe*  nb  silpport 
iiiHh  mi  fr^i  mi  *  Vfei^  M^t  prbjSoltibH  df  thte  inhiU 
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bitstntt  are  destitute  of  re^laf  preaching  and  tetigioti^ 
faistructtoft.  The  elententary  schools  are  few,  and  iii 
getieral  not  well  administered ;  many  of  the  White  itt- 
habitaiits  cannot  eren  read.  Labottr  oti  the  ijeaboarci 
is  performed  chiefly  by  slaves ;  and  slavety  here,  tA 
every  where  else,  has  corru{]ited  the  public  morals. 
The  midattoes  are  increasing  verjr  ntpidly ;  arid,  perhaps; 
in  the  lapse  of  years,  the  black,  whitfe,  and  yellow  p<>^ 
pulation  will  be  melted  down  into  one  cotatnoti  itias$. 
Ihtelling  and  gaming  atfe  very  prevaleht ;  and,  tdgether 
With  other  vices,  require  the  restraining  power  of  re- 
ligion and  morality  to  chtek  their  ptapeii  {oWards  h^- 
tional  ruin. 

When  speaking  of  the  gradual  f  elalation  of  morals 
in  the  United  States,  as  W^  pass  froiH  the  north  and 
east  to  the  south  and  west,  it  is  to  be  understokni  that 
the  American  ladies  ste  not  induded  in  thl^  geO^phi- 
cal  deterioration.  In  no  fcbimtry  unddr  thfe  catiopy  of 
heatven  do  female'  virtue  atid  purity  hold  a  higher  rant 
than  in  the  Uniofl.  We  ha^e  n6  irt^tettc^  among  Us  of 
tbos6  domesitic  infidelities  Which  disHonouf  so  m^hy  fa- 
milies in  Europe,  and  6Ven  st^iu  the  ^&Abtikl  thafacter 
tff  Britaiti  herself,  high  as  she  p^efs  over  all  the  Other 
Etffopeati  natioTid  in  pttfe  reKgion  atfid  sound  morality. 
Our  American  ladies  mak^  virtuous  aiid  atfefeiibnate 
Wives,  kind  and  indulgent  mothers ;  ar6,  in  general, 
easy,  affable,  intelligent,  find  Well-br^d  ;  their  manners 
presenting  a  happy  medium  between  the  two  distant 
reserve  zm  cotdhess  of  fh^  English,  and  the  too  obvious, 
too  obtrusive  behaviottf  of  the  French  Women.  Their 
manners  have  a  strong  res€5mt)la;n<::e  to  those  of  the  Irish 
and  Scottish  ladies. 

The  public  morals,  however,  6f  the  female  popula- 
tion of  our  southern  and  Western  states  are  materially 
mjured  by  the  e^istenc6  of  the  slave  sys£em.  Even  Mr. 
Morris  Birkbeck,  whose  ultra  uohtggism  has  led  him  in 
his  old  age  to  fly  With  hon*6r  from  the  despotism  of 
Britain,  because  she  overthrew  his  friend  Napoleon,  the 
great  patron  saint  of  liberty  in  Europe  ;  even  he  ex- 
presses grave  doubts  if  the  condition  of  his  enslaved 
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countrymen  be  quite  so  bad  as  that  of  the  negroes 
in  Virginia ;  and  he  runs  a  philosophical  parallel^  very 
much  after  the  manner  of  Plutarch,  between  the  situa- 
tion of  the  English  peasantry  and  that  of  the  Virginian 
slaves,  balancing  their  respective  evils  under  various 
heads  of  inquiry ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  seems  inclined 
to  think  that  the  British  people  are  not  yet  reduced  so 
low  in  the  scale  of  oppression  and  suffering  as  the  black 
inhabitants  of  our  "  Ancient  Dominion.^  Indeed,  the 
sensibilities  of  this  veteran  reformer  were  so  much 
awakened,  he  says,  as  actually  to  cause  him  to  sh^ 
tears  when  he  saw  some  slaves  sold  in  Richmond,  the 
capital  of  Virginia  ;  and  he  does  not  hesitate  to  affirm, 
that  the  superior  morals  of  those  states  which  have 
abolished  slavery  proves  servitude  to  be,  in  truth,  the 
bane  of  society. 

Mr.  Birkbeck  says,  that  in  May,  181 7^  he  was  at 
Petersburgh,  on  his  way  to  Indiana,  where  he  is  now 
endeavouring  to  lay  the  foundations  of  a  colony,  to  be 
peopled  by  English,  who,  like  himself^  are  too  virtuous 
and  too  wise  to  live  under  the  British  government, 
whose  wickedness  and  tyranny  are  consummating  its 
speedy  perdition.  He  says  he  found  a  Virginian  tavern 
like  a  French  hotel,  but  more  filthy,  without  its  culinaiy 
excellence,  and  dearer  than  an  English  inn.  The  daily 
number  of  guests  at  its  ordinary  was  fifty,  consisting  of 
travellers,  shopkeepers,  lawyers,  and  doctors.  He  found 
the  Virginian  planter  a  republican  in  poUtics,  and  fiill  of 
high-spirited  independence,  but  a  slave- master,  irascible, 
lax  in  morals,  and  wearing  a  dirk.  He  never  saw  in 
England  an  assemblage  of  countrymen  who  averaged 
so  well  in  dress  and  manners.  Their  conversation  gave 
him  a  high  opinion  of  their  intelligence — the  prevailing 
topic  was  negro  slavery,  an  evil  which  all  professed  to 
deplore,  many  were  anxious  to  fly  from,  but  for  which 
none  could  devise  a  remedy. 

One  gentleman,  an  invalid,  was  wretched  at  th6 
thought  of  his  family  being  left,  for  a  single  night,  with* 
out  his  protection  fi'om  his  own  slaves.  He  was  him- 
self  labouring  under  the  effects  of  a  poisonous  potion^ 
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administered  to  him  by  a  negro^  his  own  personal  sef* 
vant^  to  whom  he  had  been  particularly  kind  and  gene- 
rous, and  who  thus  recompensed  his  indulgence.  It 
was  stated^  that  severe  and  rigorous  masters  seldom 
suffer  from  the  resentment  of  their  slaves.  On  the  1 0th 
of  May,  1 8 1 7,  Mr.  Birkbeck  saw  two  female  slaves  and 
their  children  sold  by  auction  in  the  street  at  Rich- 
mond; a  spectacle  which  exceedingly  shocked  him;  he 
could  scarcely  endure  to  see  them  handled  and  ex^ 
amined  like  cattle,  and  when  he  heard  their  sobs,  and 
daw  the  tears  roll  down  their  cheeks,  at  the  thought 
of  being  separated,  he  could  not  refrain  from  weeping 
with  them.  Such  is  the  consistency  of  an  English 
patriot,  who  laments  that  his  own  native  country  was 
not  enslaved  by  that  virtuous  republican,  Bonaparte ! 

In  selling  slaves,  our  southern  planters  and  dealers 
pay  no  regard  to  parting  nearest  relations,  to  separating 
parents  and  children,  or  tearing  asunder  husbands  and 
wives.     Virginia  prides  itself  on  the  comparative  mild- 
ness with  which  its  slaves  are  treated;  and  yet,  in  the 
first  volume  of  the  American  Museum  there  is  a  heart- 
rending account  of  a  slave  being,  for  some  offence,  put 
into  an  iron  cage,  suspended  to  the  branches  of  a  lofty 
tree,  and  left  to  perish  by  famine  and  thirst,  unless  the 
birds  of  prey,  to  admit  which  the  bars  of  the  cage  stood 
at  intervals  sufficiently  wide,  ^ould  terminate  his  life 
sooner,  by  plunging  their  beaks  and  talons  into  his  vi- 
tals.    In  the  mean  time  the  eagle,  the  vulture,  and  the 
raven  feasted  upon  the  quivering  flesh  of  the  living  vic- 
tim, whose  body  they  mangled  at  their  own  leisure; 
and  the  high-spirited  republicans  of  the  ancient  do- 
minion were  gratified   by  knowing  that  the  air  was 
tainted  by  the  putrefaction,  and  loaded  with  the  expiring 
cries  and  groans  of  an  agonized  fellow-man,  doomed  to 
die  by  protracted  torture. 

Virginia  supplies,  annually,  with  slaves  of  her  own 
growth,  the  states  farther  south,  where  the  treatment 
of  the  negroes  is  said  to  be  much  more  severe  and  more 
destructive  of  life.  There  are  regular  dealers,  who 
buy  up  slaves,  and  drive  them  in  gangs,  chained  to. 
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gether^  tod  more  than  half  naked^  to  a  Youthen!  market. 
Few  Week*  pass  without  some  of  these  wretched  crea- 
tures being  marched  through  Richmond,  on  their  south- 
Ward  cotirse :  si  few  months  since  nearly  two  hundred 
Were  sold  by  auction  in  the  street,  ahd  filled  all  the 
region  round  with  their  cries,  and  shrieks,  and  laments 
tions.  Mr.  Birkbeck  observes,  that  he  foutid  in  Vir- 
ginia the  condition  of  the  negroes  more  miserable,  and 
the  tone  of  moral  feeling  in  their  owners  mucli  highet 
than  he  had  anticipated;  that  he  is  confirmed  in  his 
detestation  of  slavery,  both  in  prihciple  and  practice, 
tod  that  he  esteems  the  ^neral  character  of  the  Vir- 
ginians. 

The  western  states  participate  in  the  morals,  man- 
ners, and  character  of  those  sections  of  the  Union  by 
which  they  arc  peopled,  namely,  the  southern  and  mid- 
dle, and,  abovfe  all,  the  New-England  States.  Mr* 
Birkbeek's  account  of  the  emigration  westward,  atid  of 
his  own  progress  through  the  new  settlements,  in  in- 
teresting ahdinstructive :  fixrai  his  narrative  I  shall  bor- 
row such  facts  as  may  illustrate  the  present  inquity. 
Indeed,  all  America  appears  to  be  moving  to  the  west. 
The  political  consequences  of  this  migration  will  soon 
be  portentous.  iJuring  the  revolutionary  war,  ahd  for 
8om6  years  after  its  termination,  the  influence  of  NeW- 
£ngland  predominated  in  our  national  touncils,  and 
Washmgton's  administration  estat)lished  the  ptonpttiiy 
tod  glory  of  the  country  on  a  solid  baf^is.  Afterwara 
Virginia  contrived,  by  managing  the  sotlthem  arid  mid- 
dle states,  to  render  New-England  nearly  a  politics! 
cypher  in  the  Union.  And  now,  the  rapid  growth  of 
the  western  states,  in  population.  Wealth,  and  strength, 
threatto,  erfe  long,  to  give  them  a  preponderance  over 
all  the  Atlantic  sections  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
entail  upon  us  a  system  of  tramontane  policy,  Imt  Httfe 
accordant  with  our  commercial  views  and  interests. 
The  first  Stq>  of  decided  western  legislation  probably 
will  be  the  removal  Of  the  seat  of  general  government 
from  Washington  across  the  Alleghany  mountaisSj  to 
some  place  near  the  Pacific  Octan. 
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Oh  the  ^eat  rbxite  towatds  the  Ohio,  the  traveller 
has  co/hstatitljr  m  vie<<r  groups  of  emigrarit»,  <Jirectin|^ 
then-  stepir  toi^ards  the  land  of  promise;  some  with  a 
littlef  Mght  Waggon,  coveted  with  a  sheet  or  blanket) 
2Md  eontfti^g  bedding,  utensils,  provisions,  and  a  co- 
Icitiy  of  dhiidiseni,  drawii  hf  one  or  two  small  horses,  and 
^cifhd]^  itebbihpiani^d  hy  a  cow.  A  few  silver  dollars 
also  dfH$  carried  foi"  the  purchsise  of  public  landy  at  twd 
il<^lar^  iin  acr^,  oii^-fourth  of  the  putchase^money  lo  be 
ppi  iiiitnediately,  upofi  entering  the  claim  at  the  hind-^ 
^ee  df  the  district  where  the  pui'chafee  is  Ideated. 
The  Ne\^-Efigislnd  pilgrims  are  said  to  be  kflown  fey 
th^  light  i^tep  and  cheetful  air  of  the  women,  mafebitig 
m  front  of  the  family  caravan;  the  New-Jen^  Wrni-^ 
deteri  by  bciihg  quietly  housed  uiider  the  tilt  of  tticf 
#iiggbfi;  #hile  the  Pennsylvania  emigrdiits  creep 
Mtering  behind,  with  melancholy  giiit,  and  slow.  A 
e^H  with  dne  hoi^se,  of  sL  single  horse  and  pack-saddiej 
tfahfeportS  a  femily  from- the  eastern  to  the  western  sec- 
tioil  of  the  Union,  a  distance  of  between  two  afnd  tbreer 
thousand  miles;  and,  not  uiifrequently,  the  adventoreir 
carries  all  his  fdrtuhes  on  his  staff,  while  his  wife,  bare^ 
fbbted^  follows,  bearing  on  her  shoulders  the  treasure  of 
the  cradle. 

The  Americtos  are  unquestionably  the  most  Iogo^- 
iftotiv^j  itiigr^ting  people  in  th^  world.  Even  when 
doihg  \/ireU  in  the  northern,  of  middle,  or  southern  stati^^ 
thf^y  will  brelk  up  their  establishtideiit,  mA  inove  west^ 
wiLrd  with  /  atl  alacrity  and  vigor  that  nothing  but  the 
ili^essity  of  adverse  circumstances  could  induce  in  any 
dther  population.  Iii  the  yeaf  1817>  neariy  twenty 
thousand  waggons,  avefleiging  a  bufdeu  of  forty  hundred 
freight  esji^h,  travelled  between  Baltitnore  and  PhfladdU 
j^hia,  on  one  side,  and  Pittsbufgh  oft  the  other  side  of  the 
Alleghiitty  i&bU^taiiis.  llie  freight,  Of  cama|e  of  tlie 
good^  ^ttis  coti^y^d  e^ce^ded  t^o  millions  of  dollars; 

to  which  add  immberless  well  loaded  stages  aiid  mails, 
tM^ellef 6  in  Vir^gg^l,  \Dn  h(Mes,  and  on  foot,  and  sotti^ 
motion  Yfiiif  hh  Fof  »^ed  bf  Ithe  inc^n^aiit  line  of  mardk 
oi&  th«««  three  HtMl&ed ttiiled  ^^^mMOi  road. 


/ 
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Travellers  from  the  eastern  districts  often  leave  their 
horses  at  Pittsburgh,  and  go  down  the  Ohio  to  their 
place  of  destination;  while  those  from  the  west,  pro- 
ceed eastward  in  stages.     Even  elderly  women  make 
long  journeys  on  horseback,  for  instance,  from  Tennes- 
see to  Pittsburgh,  a  distance  of  twelve  hundred  miles; 
nay,  sometimes  the  lady  will  carry  an  infant  on  the 
horse,  in  addition  to  herself,   a  blanket  above  and  be- 
neath the  saddle,  a  pair  of  saddle-bags,  a  ^eat  coat,  and 
an  umbrella.     Mr.  Birkbeck,  in  June,  1 81 75  when  at 
Washington,  in  Pennsylvania,  saw  a  farmer  and  his  wife 
well  mounted  and  equipt:  they  had  ridden  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Cincinnati,  in  Ohio,  and  were  pro- 
ceeding on  horseback  to  visit  their  friends  at  New  York 
and  Philadelphia,  a  distance  of  seven  hundred  miles* 
They  had  left  Cincinnati  six  days  before,  had  travelled 
two  hundred  and  seventy-two  miles,  and  their  horses 
were  quite  fresh ;  a  conclusive  proof  of  their  excellence. 
Mr.  Birkbeck  gives  the  history  of  a  farmer  and  tar 
vem-keeper,about  twenty  miles  from  Washington,  as  an 
example  of  the  rapid  appreciation  of  property  in  the 
western  country.     The  man  is  thirty,  has  a  wife  and 
three  fine  children.     His  father  is  a  farmer  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  gave  him  five  hundred  floUars  to  begin 
the  world  with,  which  he  did  by  taking  a  cargo  of  flour 
to  New-Orleans,  distant  about  two  thousand  miles.    In 
1815,  he  had  increased  his  property  to  nine  hundred 
dollars,  and  bought  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land, 
sixty-five  of  which  are  cleared,  and  laid  down  to  grass, 
for  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  of  which  three 
thousand  are  already  paid.     His  property  is  now  worth 
seven  thousand  dollars,  having  grown  half  that  sum  in 
value  in  two  years,  with  a  full  prospect  of  a  much  greater 
appreciation  in  future.     In  many  parts  of  Ohio  land  is 
now  worth  from  twenty  to  thirty  dollars  an  acre ;  an 
advance  in  value  of  a  thousand  per  cent  in  the  last  ten 
years. 

Nevertheless,  Mr.  Birkbeck  admits,  that  emigrants 
with  small  capitals,  particularly,  if  from  Europe,  are  lia- 
ble to  great  inconveniences.  For  money,  although  abun- 
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dantly  competent  to  the  purchase  of  land,  is  soon  con- 
sumed in  the  expenses  of  travelling,  which  are  great. 
The  settlers  in  the  new  country  are  generally  needy 
adventurers,  and  exposed  to  difficulties,  which,  in  addi- 
tion to  unhealthy  situations,  shorten  life.  The  public 
land  intended  for  sale  is  laid  out  in  the  government 
surveys  in  quarter  sections  of  l60  acres  each,  or  one- 
fourth  of  a  square  mile.  The  whole  is  set  up  at  auction, 
and  what  remains  unsold  may  be  bought  at  the  district 
land  office,  at  two  dollars  an  acre;  one-fourth  to  be 
paid  down,  and  the  residue  in  instalments,  to  be  com- 
pleted in  five  years.  The  emigrant  having  paid  his 
eighty  dollars  for  a  quarter  section,  is  often  left  penny- 
less,  and  repairs  to  his  purchase  in  a  waggon,  containing 
his  wife  and  children,  a  few  blankets,  a  skillet,  a  rifle, 
and  an  axe.  After  erecting  a  little  log  hut,  "he  clears, 
with  intense  labour,  a  plot  of  ground  for  Indian  com,  as 
his  next  years  subsistence,  depending,  in  the  mean- 
time, on  his  gun  for  food.  In  pursuit  of  game,  he 
must  often,  after  his  day's  work,  wade  through  the 
evening  dews  up  to  the  waist,  in  long  grass  or  bushes, 
and  returning,  lie  on  a  bear's  skin,  spread  on  the  damp 
ground,  exposed  to  every  blast  through  the  open  sides, 
and  to  every  shower  through  the  open  roof  of  Jiis  dwell- 
ing, which  is  never  attempted  to  be  closed, until  the  ap- 
proach of  winter,  and  often  not  then.  Under  such  ex- 
treme toil  and  exposure,  many  of  the  settlers  speedily 
perish. 

Sometimes  he  has  to  cany  his  grain  fifty  miles  to  a 
mill  to  be  ground,  and  wait  there  some  days  till  his 
turn  comes.  These  difficulties  of  course  diminish  as 
the  settlements  thicken;  and  the  number  of  emigrants 
increases  each  successive  year  with  incredible  rapidity. 
Land  cleared,  commands  from  twenty  to  thirty  dollars 
an  acre;  and  thus,  in  the  course  of  the  last  fifteen  years, 
a  tract  of  country  four  times  as  large  as  the  British 
Isles  has  been  decupled  in  value.  The  towns  in  the 
western  country,  as  is  particularly  the  case  with  Zanes- 
ville,  Lancaster,  and  Chilicothe,  in  Ohio,  are  often  situa- 
ted without  any  regard  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 
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]]^avided  they  be  well  located  for  profit ;  gain  being  tb^ 
chief  ol^ect  of  pursuit  with  our  American  adyeuturers. 
Cincinnfiti  itself  stands  too  loyr  on  the  ^  banks  of  the 
Ohio;  it?  low«r  parts  being  within  reach  of  the  sprii^g 
^ppds.  But  it  l^as  jgrown  as  by  enchantment,  apa  jptor 
jEaise^  soon  to  become  one  of  the  firjit  cities  of  the  west 
Within  ^he  little  spaqe  of  five  years  the  gi^at^t  ^^ 
pf  its  present  dinvensions  and  wealth  has  heen  prodf^ce^i. 

It  exhibits  flow,  vhere,  with^i  t^e  memQiy  of  mao, 
»to|>^  poly  pne  nude  cabin,  ^eyor^  l^vfi^reids  p^  cpn^jogt^- 
.dio>^8  i:)afidsomie  hri<^  houses,  spa(;ipja;  ^d  busy  fffftf- 
jffi%  substafv^al  pubUc  buildings,  thpv^ss^f^  of  i^fi^ 
trjious  t^vi,ng  inhabitants,  gfty  c^rrifge;;,  f^4  ^^^'Set^^ 
jf^m^es,  flhfl^lspf /)raft  on  t}ie  river,  iwce^i^  ^n^F^Wg 
^^^  jfliprpv«i9ient  pf  the  tp>*P,  .a  neiflet^  i^x  gf 
strswDgeyf  afld  ti^yeUers;  ^U  ^jin^ig  .vjp  ^m  ^e  ^ggof^ 
pf  the  ^vopds,  ap  \t  flpere  b»|:  ,y«^ter(%.  TW'fO)^  V^ 
since,  the  immeofte  t^p,  cppapri^flg  tljen^^  <*f^Q&«) 
jind  te4i?«¥ii  ftviJmlwqd  only  .tjjirty  tlj^oji^ps^atd  ^s,^^ 
t\)m  are  #Qw  cp^taippfi  in  tfee  l^Je  ffi^ty  $^  ^^fefiUJl- 
tQo,  in  wMich  Cincipi^^i  nX^f^i. 

yj^^h  the  tiflie  '^  rjpt  f^^rdjpHaiRt  ?!fb«i^  <^ 
in^SEcpurse  wrklji  Purppe  w^Jl  p^  Ipitgef  fep  #rq«g]|j  ^ 
iVtWn%  S^^tes,  |bpt  he  qwi^  P9  ^ffli^  #?  gCflSt 
riyerfi,  )y^h  cpipp^mics^  |?y  $hc  ^iJSiBsgji^j  j^ 
pceftH,  at  JjieyK-Orle^s ;  jjn  cpRf^q»enf*^^^  gat- 
ing 5«yigatiQn  of  the^e  f^s^vaa,  |(^  ^^¥^  ^Y  Jfee 
power  of  steam. 

f^W  two  thqv^^d  bp^tfl^  *^rp  ategv^sffly  ,fpy^ed 
on  ^e  (%ip,  ;§uid  are  jM-oygi^ifJ^y  ^rjRPJpiis  gn^  pfftft- 
gate.  The  geittlecs  *lopg  ;tbe  IJRp  4^  ijljis  gFgftt  .ftaj?ig)|- 
tion  ejcjuhit  fiinUfvr  hal^itsi  and  iwfl%9j:y  i^^  ^^o^ 
neps  spp^ar  Ip  cfetijafil^ri^  .^e  pppyl^cfii.ftn  ^1)«|^ 
of  these  wighty  riy^tr?.  Jw^i^?  ^  »qre  Jt^ijpipij^  .fet- 
tled th?m  QHio,  an^  its  i^ttleis  S*pSIK*r  W  1^  ^l^ 
character;  the  fir^t  fppi^f??8  of  P^ip  JH^  v^iry  jjj584|r 
adventwr^s.  Tfie  }n]h§,hitj«itp  pf  J^^iaj^  .^a^g  .gM»et- 
^Uy  bronght  with  i^x^  fepjp  Jh^irfja^^t  %^^»  ^bits 
pf  cpmfqrt,  ^ofl  tlse.noe^np  iS^pffiSPiis^  tt»^  fiPJWRBi^  W 

of  lif^.  Th9>r  v^.  .9ji4firiy»  fif  i$jiiii)l^  ^3;aa»t»  >n»p«ot 
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moA  oh^y  the  laws,  9re  kind  and  neighhouiiy  to  each 
X>th^r>  and  hoapitable  to  strangers.  Tiie  mere  hunters, 
whp  rely  for  subsbtence  on  their  rifle^  and  a  acanty  cul- 
4ivation  of  corn,  and  live  in  a  «tate  of  poverty  and  pri- 
vation nearly  equal  to  that  of  the  Indians,  always' retire 
At  the  approach  of  the  regular  settlers,  and  ke^  them- 
selves on  the  outside  of  the  cultivated  farms. 

There  is  no  striking  difference  in  the  general  deport- 
inent  and  appearance  of  the  great  body  of  Americans 
4n  the  totmSf  from  Norfolk  in  Virginia,  to  Madison  in 
JniUana.  The  same  welKloaking^  welUdressed,  taji, 
^ftout  men,  appear  every  where  pretty  much  at  their 
tease,  shrewd  and  intelligent,  and  not  too  iiviustrious. 
When  asked  why  they  do  not  employ  themselves?  they 
ai^wer,  "  we  live  in  fr^sedom^  we  need  not  woric  like  thiC 
£nglish ;  as  if  idleness  itself  were  not  the  worst  species 
of  slavery.  In  the  country  sre  to  be  found  seve^  back- 
woodmen,  who  are  savage  and  fierce,  and  view  new- 
comers as  intruders.  They,  however,  must  quiddy  yield 
to  the  rapid  growth  erf"  civilization.  The  great  body  of 
the  western  settlers  are,  beyond  all  coipparison,  ^^perior 
to  the  Eauropean  fanners  and  peasantiy  in  max^ners  and 
habits,  in  physical  capacity,  and  abundance,  and  above 
all,  in  intelligence  and  political  independence. 

The  activity  and  enterprise  of  the  Americans  far  ex- 
,€^ed  those  o£  any  other  people.  Ti:avcllers  continual- 
ly are  setting  out  on  journeys  of  two  or  three  thousand 
miles,  by  boats,  on  horses,  or  on  foot,  without  any  ap- 
parent anxiety  or  deliberation.  Neariy  a  thousand  per- 
sons every  summer  pass  down  the  Ohio  ^s  traders  or 
iboatmen,  and  return  on  foot;  a  distance  by  water  of 
4sevQnteen  hundred,  by  land,  of  a  thousand  miles. 

Many  go  down  to  New-^Grleans  from  Pittsburgh,  an 
^additional  five  hundred  miles,  by  water,  and  three 
hundred  by  land.  The  ^store  e^r  ^shop-keepeiTfi  of  the 
western  towns  resort  to  Baditimore,  "Kew-^Y^ork,  and 
Philadelphia,  once  a  year,  to 'layinAheirgoods.  But 
an  a  short  time,  probably,  these  joumeyings  eastward 
AiviU  be  exchanged  for  visits  down  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi to  New-*(jh:leans.     The  vast  and  |^wipg  produce. 
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of  the  western  states,  in  grain,  flour,  cotton,  sugar,  to- 
bacco, peltry,  lumber,  &c.  which  finds  a  ready  mafkct 
at  New-Orleans,  will,  by  means  of  steam-boat  navigadoo, 
be  returned  through  the  same  channel  in  the  manufac- 
tures and  luxuries  of  Europe  and  Asia,  to  supply  the 
constantly-increasing  demands  of  the  west,  and  render 
New-Orleans  one  of  the  greatest  commercial  cities  in 
the  universe. 

Learning,  taste,  and  science,  of  course,  have  not  yet 
made  much  headway  in  the  west;  their  reading  is,  in 
general,  confined  to  newspapers  and  political  pamphlets, 
a  little  history,  and  less  religion ;  but  their  intellects  are 
keen,  vigorous,  and  active.  The  following  observaticms 
of  Mr.  Walsh,  in  the  first  volume  of  the  American  Re^ . 
gister,  are  expressed  in  his  usual  style  of  felicitous  splen^ 
dour:— ^^  In  inspecting  the  schools  of  our  western 
country  we  are  alarmed  lest  the  population  should  im- 
measurably  outgrow  the  means  of  instruction,  and  their 
intellectual  fall  far  short  of  their  numerical  weight  in 
our  national  councils.  But  the  apprehension  vanishes, 
in  a  great  degree,  before  the  activity,  the  emulation,  and 
the  sagacity  which  characterize  our  tramontane  brp* 
thren.  The  force  with  which  the  mind  vegetates  am<»ig 
them  can  be  best  illustrated  by  the  growth  of  their 
plants  in  a  virgin  loam.  All  the  faculties  knit,  spread, 
and  luxuriate,  vigorously  and  wildly,  as  the  branches 
of  their  sycamore.  This  intense  vitdity  of  the  intellecti 
when  fed  by  science,  and  the  knowledge  of  mankinid, 
must  give  the  most  splendid  results.  We  may  judge 
from  the  specimens  of  the  ore  which  we  have  seen  in 
Congress  what  the  metal  will  be  after  sublimation.  I 
must  confess  that  I  was  lost  in  admiration  at  the  prosk 
pects  which  open  in  that  quarter  upon  the  pride  of  hu- 
man intelligence  and  pqwer;  it  is  a  perspective  of  which 
the  magnificence  can  be  credible  oi4y  to  those  who 
hav€^  made  their  examination  at  leisure  upon  the  spoti^ 
and  with  a  recollection  of  what  history  relates  as  to  the 
adolescence  of  the  mightiest  communities  mentioned  in 
its  annals.  At  a  distance  hardly  a  suspicion  is  entertain- 
ed of  the  promise— I  should  say,  rather^  th^  impending 


GENERAL   RfiM AAKS«  435 

maturity  of  the  west.  It  is  a  great  empire,  lying*  ^  it 
were,  in  ambush  for  mankind,  and  destined  to  explore 
all  parts  of  the  intellectual  world.  Liberal  education, 
by  which  I  mean  the  systematic  tuition  of  the  sciences 
and  classics,  is  there  exceedingly  backward ;  but  the 
rudiments  of  mere  English  education  are  almost  uni* 
versal.'* 

Having  thus,  very  summarily,  glanced  at  the  morals, 
habits,  and  maimers,  of  the  rour.  great  sections  of  the 
Union,  a  few  remarks  will  be  hazarded  as  applicable 
to  the  Americans,  generally,  ki  their  national  capacity 
land  character. 

The  high  wages  of  labour,  the  abundance  of  every 
kind  of  manual  and  mechanical  emplo3niient,'  the-plenty 
of  provisions,  th^  vast  quantity  and  low  price  of  land, 
all  oontribute  to  produce  a  healthy,  strong,  and  vigorous 
'  population.    Four-fifths  of  our  people  are  engs^ed  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  the  great  majority  of  these  are 
proprietors  of  the  soil  which  they  cultivate.     In  the  in- 
tervals of  toil  their  amusements  consist  chiefly  of  hunting 
and  shooting,   in  the  woods,  or  on  the  mountains  $' 
wh^ce  diey  acquire  prodigious  muscular  activity  and 
strength.     We  have  no  game  laws,  such  as  exist  in 
Europe,  to^  prohibit  the  possession  and. use  of  fire-arms 
to  the  great  body  of  the  people.     Our  boys  cany  a  gun 
almost  as  soon  as  they  can  walk ;  and  the  habitual  prac- 
tice of  shooting  at  a  target,  with  the  rifle,  renders  the 
Americans  the  most  unerring  marksmen,  and  the  most 
deadly  musketry  in  the  world ;  as  was  singularly  evi^ 
Idenced  at  Bunkers  Hill,  in  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolutionary  conflict,  and  at  New-Orleans,  at  the  close 
of  the  last  war.     Eveiy  male,  fi"om  the  age  of  eighteen 
to  forty-five,  is  liable  to  be  enrolled  in  the  militia ;  of 
which  the  President's  Message  of  the  second  of  Decem- 
ber, 1 8 1 7,  informs  us  the  United  §tates  have  now  eight 
hundred  thousand.     These  men  make  the  best  mate- 
rials for  a  regular  army,  ai^  they  learn  the  use  of  arms 
in  platoons,  and  the  elements  6f  military  discipline,  in 
their  militia  exercises  and  drills.     The  Americans  are 
•excellent  engineers  and  artillerists,  and  serve  their  guns 
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well^  both  in  the  field  and  on  th^  floods  as  their  ene» 
tnies  can  testify  ^—whereas,  the.pe(^le  in  Europe  are 
not  suffered  to  lie  &miliar  with  the\i8e  of  arms ;  whence 
neither  their  seamen  nor  their  soldiers  fire  with  any 
thing  like  the  preasion  and  execution  of  the  American 
army  and  navy* 

Thus  the  people  of  the  United  States  possess^  in  an 
eminent  degree^  the  physical  elements  of  national  great- 
ness  and  strength. .  Add  to  thes^,  the  general  pi^va- 
lence  of  elementary  instruction^  which  enables  the  great 
mass  of  the  people  to  develope  their  natural  faculties 
and  powers^  and  capacitates  them  for  undertaking  any 
employment^  success  in  which  depends  upon  shrewd- 
ness, mtelligence,  and  sldll ;  whence  their  sii^ular  il^ 
geniuty  in  mechanical  and  manual  operations,  and  their 
sound  understandii^y  enterprise,  and  perseveranoe  in 
the  practical  concerns  of  life*  And  to^^rown  all,  the 
political  sovereignty  of  the  nation  residing  in  the  peopletp 
gives  them  a  pei»ohal  confidence,  self-possession^  and 
elevation  of  character,  unknown  luid  unati^nahle  in  any 
other  country,  and  under  any  other  form  of  govemmeut; 
and  which  renders  them  quick  to  perceive,  and  prompts 
to  resent  and  punish  any  insultonered  to  individual oi 
national  honour.  Whence  in  the  occupations  of  peacei 
and  the  achievements  of  .war,  .theAmerieans  average  ib 
greater  aggregate  of  effective  force,  physical,  inteUec- 
tual,  and  moral,  than  ever  has  been  eidiibited  by  a  given 
number  of  any  other  people,  ancient  <»r  modem.  Ipdi* 
viduals^  in  other  countries,  may,  and  do  exhibit  as  much 
bodily  activity  and  strength^  as  muelvintellectuai  aeute* 
ness  and  vigour,  as  much  moral  force  and  elevation,  ^ 
can  be  shown  forth  by  any  American  individuals ;  bat 
fio  country  can  dii^lay  such  a  population,  in  masSy  ar 
are  now  quickening  the  United  States  with  their  jm^ 
lific  energy,  and  ripening  fast  into  a  substance  of  power; 
every  movement  of  which  will  soon  be  felt  in  its  vibra*^ 
tions  to  the  remotest  comers  'of  the  earth.  • 
' .  Sagacity  and  shrewdness  are  the  peculiar  character^ 
istics  of  American,  intellect,  and  were  in  nothing  more 
^re-eminent,  than  in  the  advice  of  Presidttit 
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ton  s  ^cretary  of  the  naVy^  that  the  United  States  should 
build  their  ships  nominally  of  the  same  rate  with  those 
of  Europe^  but  really  of  great^^r  strength^  of  more  speed, 
tonnage,   and  guns,  than  the  corresponding  classes  of 
European  vessels,  that  they  might  ensure  victory  over 
an  enemy  of  equal,  or  nearly  equal  force>  and  escape, 
by  superior  sailing,  any  very  unequal  conflict.     This 
was  good  policy ;  as  it  served  materially  to  raise  the 
naval  character  of  the  country,  to  lessen  that  of  Eng'* 
land>  and  to  put  out  of  use  imd  service  the  European 
navies,  and  compel  other  nations  to  construct  their  ships 
anew,  after  the  American  model.     This  policy  is  still 
persisted  in,  and  our  seventyrfours  are  equal  in  tonnage^ 
bulk,  strength,  guns,  and  crew,  to  any  hundred  gun 
ships  in  the  British  navy.    The  American,  crews  also 
are  far  superior  to  those  of  Europe  \  every  seaman  is  a 
good  gunner,  and  the  ships  are  manned  with  picked 
meti,  and  a  full  complement  of  real,  able-bodied,  skilful 
sailors ;  whereas  the  European  ships  seldom  have  mor« 
than  one^third  of  tb/eir  crews  able  seamen,  the  other 
two-thirds  gener^^y  consisting  of- landsmen  and  boys» 
When  we  sh^  have  a  navy^  as  large  as  we  ou^t  to 
bave,  in  pnj^rtion  to  our  long  line  of  sea-coast,  our 
immense  l^ke  and  river  navigation,  and  our  immense 
and  rapidJfy-augmcnting  resources,  it  will  not  be  easy 
to  man  oJur  fleets  and  squadrons  as  we  now  do  our  few 
single  sh|[ps ;  nay,  it  is  doubtful,  if  they  can  be  manned 
ftt  dl,  without  tne  aid  of  impressment^  which,  indeed!^ 
^w^  ^ilfrongly  recommended  to  Congress  by  our  secretary 
*^f  the  navy,  towards  the  close  of  the  last  war,  as  th« 
only  possible  mode  of  filling  up  the  complement  wanted 
for  the  two  and  twenty  vessels,  of  all  sizes,  frigates^ 
sloops,  and  brigs,  which  we  then  had  in  commission.    . 
<  Tnere  ai^,  however,  drawbacks  upon  the  high  ele- 
ments  of  national  greatness  above  enumerated,  to  be 
found  in  some  of  our  political  and  social  institutions* 
For  example,  slavery  demoralizes  the  southern,  and 
those  of  the  western  states,  which  have  adopted  this  exe- 
crable system.  Lotteries  pervade  the  middle,  southern^ 
apd  western  states,  and  spread  a  horribly  increasing 
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mdfts  of  idleness,  fraud,  theft,  falsehood,  and  profligacy' 
throughout  all  the  classes  of  our  labouring  population. 
The  crying  iniquity  aiid  evil  of  this  system  are  com- 
pelling the  British  parliament  to  abolish  it  altogether 
m  that  country.  Our  state-legislatures  never  assemble 
without  augmenting  the  number  of  lotteries.  Our  fa- 
vourite scheme  of  substituting  a  state  prison  for  the  gal* 
lows  is  a  most  prolific  mother  of  crime.  During  the  "se- 
verity of  the  winter  season,  its  lodgings  and  accommo- 
dations^ are  better  than  those  of  many  of  our  paupers, 
who  are  thereby  incited  to  crime  in  order  to  mend 
their  condition.  And  the  pernicious  custom  o£ pardon- 
ing the  most  atrocious  criminals,  after  a  short  residence 
in  the  state-prison,  is  continually  augmenting  our  flying 
squadrons  of  murderers,  house-breakers,  foot-pads, 
forgers,  highway  robbers,  and  swindlers  of  all  sorts. 
The  effect  of  Mr.  Bentham's  plan  of  a  penitentiary,  with 
its  panorama  and  whispering  gallery,  is  not.known^  be^ 
cause  it  has  never  been  tried  in  this  country;  but; 
beyond  all  peradventure,  our  state-prisons,  as  at  present 
constituted,  are  grand  demoralizers  olTour  people. 
Our  state  insolvent  laws,  likewise  (for  we  are  tod 

{)atriotic  to  permit  Congress  to  pass  an  unifohfn  banfcnrbl 
aw,  that  might  compel  our  merchants  to  ptfy  their  fo^ 
reign  creditors),  acts  as  a  perpetual  bounty  ror  disho- 
nesty and  fraud.  A  few  favoured  creditors,  bV  whose 
false  representations  the  debtor  has  obtained  l^W^  cre- 
dits, are  secured,  and  the  rest  of  the  creditbA:?.^  more 
especially  if  they  happen  to  be  British,  are  sure  to'^viS^ 
nothing.  The  insolvent  is  discharged,  as  a  matters 
course,  from  all  responsibility,  and  left  at  liberty  to  rei 
pew  his  depredations  upon  the  property  of  others  accord- 
ingto  his  own  inclination,  experience,  and  dexterity. 

The  poor-law  system,  as  an  awftil  encouragement  to 
pauperism  and  profligaw,  requires  no  ftulher  comment 
With  the  exception  m  forgery,  in  the  ingenuity  and 
audacity  of  which  our  vMive  Americans  far  surpass  afl 
other  people,  and  for  which  our  state-prisons  do  not  af- 
ford even  a  palliative,  much  less  a  remedy,  Htxtfweignjers 
and  free  blacks  are  the  most  numerous  and  atrocious  of 
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iMir  criminals.  The  "  low  Irish^  as  they  are  called^ 
who  come  out  to  us  in  shoals  from  their  own  country^ 
and  are  by  far  the  most  noxious  donation  which  the 
United  States  receive  from  Britain,  fill  up  our  lowest 
departments  of  labour  in  the  manufactories,  or  the  ma- 
nual operations  of  our  large  cities,  as  hod-men,  porters, 
and  so  forth,  are  in  general,  rude,  intemperate,  and 
abandoned.  They  tenant  our  bridewells  and  state-pri- 
sons in  great  numbers.  The  next  in  the  scale  of  profli- 
gacy, as  criminals,  are  the  freed  negroes;  then  come 
K>reigners,  other  than  Irish ;  and  lastly,  our  own  native 
citizens,  of  which  few  find  their  way  into  confinement 
for  crime,  excepting,  as  before  stated,  for  forgery;  of 
adepts  in  which  the  United  States  produce  a  greater 
number,  in  proportion  to  their  population,  than  any 
country  in  Europe ; .  their  numbers,  however,  might  b^ 
materially  diminished,  if  our  legislators  could  be  per- 
suaded to  try  the  experiment  of  iSie  gallows  upon  them. 

The  prevailing  ^dce  thrpughout  the  Union,  exceptinj 
•New-England,  is  immoderate  drinking;  encourages 
doubtless  by  the  relaxing  heats  of  the  climate,  in  the 
southern,  middle,  and  western  states,  by  the  high  wages 
pf  labour,  and  by  the  absence  of  all  restriction,  in  the 
shape  of  excise,  or  internal  duty.  Not  only  our  labour- 
ers generally,  but  too  many  of  our  farmers,  merchants, 
and  other  classes  of  the  community,  are  prone  to  a  per- 
nicious indulgence  in  spirituous  liquors. 

The  alarming  increase  of  pauperism,  drunkenness^ 
and  general  profligacy,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  has 
induced  our  most  respectable  citizens  of  all  classes  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  examine  into  the  causes,  and  de- 
vise the  means  of  checking  this  great  national  evil,  which 
menaces  the  very  existence  of  our  social  fabric.  This 
committee  is  now  in  session ;  and  every  succeeding  day 
presents  them  with  an  accumulating  mass  of  facts,  all 
conspiring  to  show  forth  the  loathsome  deformity  of  our 
city,  with  respect  to  its  rapidly  augmenting  poverty  and 
vice.  In  the  year  1817^  our  corporation  expended  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars  in  the  poor  law  sys- 
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tern ;  which  sum  is  in.addition  to  other  public  charities^ 
as  the  hcfspital^  asylum  for  orphans^  widow's  society^ 
charity  schools^  &c.  and  in  adcutiou  to  the  private  cha- 
rities^ which  in  this  city  are  numerous  &;aci  expensive, 
Indeed^  the  Americans,  generally^  are  a  eharitablebene^ 
volent  people,  both  in  private  and  in  pubUc.  The  city 
of  New-Yprk  has  v^  recently,  raised  Qve- thousand 
dollars  for  the  sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  St.  John'^ 
in  Newfoundland,  And  Boston,  with  oaty  on&rthird 
of  the  New-York  population,,  subscribed  tea  tbou-^ 
sand  dollars  for  the  same  object.!  But  Boston,  has 
always  been  peculiarly  munificent;  wit^^ss  a)few. years 
since,  when  some  of  our  principal  citizens  subscribed 
twelve  thousand  ddllars  for  the  si^pport  of  the  wi4o^ 
and  children  of  the  British  Consul  for  tbi^t  district,  who 
had  died  in  indigent  circumstances. 

In  consequence  of  the  extreme  suffering  of  the  poor 
in  the  city  of  New^York,  during  the  winter  of  ISlo-lf^ 
in  January,  IBIJ,  a  large meetmg  of  :the  citizeiu  was  . 
convened  for  the  purpose  of  devising  some  m^ns  c^im* 
mediate  relief  for  their  brethiien  in  affliction^  Commit* 
tees  were  appointedi  in  each  ward  of  the  c^ty^  to  raise 
nioney-  by  subscription,  and  administer  to  the  more 
pressing  wants  of  the  dependent  classes  of  the  communi* 
ty.  Six  thousand  dollars  were  instantly  raised,  and  eor 
tirely  consumed  in  the  course  of  a  few  days ;  so  prodi-' 
gious  was  the  number  of  c^stressod  applicants  for  food, 
fuet,  and  clothing.  Indeed,  the  numb^  of  indigent 
poor,  Restitute  of  all  the  first  ^necessaries  of  life,  as 
covering,  provisionii,  fuel,  lodging,  upon  careful  exami-. 
nation,'  was  found  to  fipir  exceed  mat  of  any  former  pe- 
riod of  distress*  The  several  committees  faithfully  di^ 
charged  their  important  but  painful  duties ;  they  visited 
the  habitation  oiev&ry  family  that  applied  for  relief.  It 
was  not  possible  for  any  city  in  Jiurope— for  Xiondoti, 
for  Paris,  for  Dublin  itself-*^even  at  that  awful  hour  of 
universal  distress  and  visitation,  to  exhibit  a  greater  jnt^ 
portional  number  of  wretched  objects.  Sunk  to  tiie  lowest 
pitch  of  burren  sorrow  and  destitutipn^  tlu^iwere  ex* 
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posed  to  the  astonished  i^ew  of  the  various  committees^ 
m  ^eir  romids  of  inquiry  through  tbs  city  of  New-^ 
YoA.  • 

Vuiljifieentkousandmtskfi^omea  andchildren^duriog 
that  season^  received  aid  fiom  the  hand  of  public  and 
private  charity ;  that  is  to  say^  about  ome-^eventh  of  tbft 
whole  population  of  our  CLtv.  It  raised  a  cry  of  alarm 
and  horror  throughout  all  the  comers  of  their  eictended 
empire^  when,  in  the  year  I8I6,  it  was  discovered  that 
one-^nkUh  of  the  population  of  the  British  isles  was  r^ 
duced  to  a  state  of  pauperage  and  dependence  on  the 
bounty  of  others.  Ought  such  to  be  the  condition  of 
die  mass  of  the  people  in  an^  part  of  the  United  Staples  1 
fHiere  a  comparatively  small  population,  is  spread  oy^ 
an  immense  territory,  blessed  with  a  fertile  f^il  and 
genial  clime ;  where  the  burden  of  govemmentJ^iKpescidiT 
ture  is  scarcely  felt ;  wh««  the  jiational  dd)t  is  triflings 
and  the  taxes  nothing ;  where  there:  are  no  tithes ;  and 
where  the  d^nand  for  agricultural  labour  is  constantly 
outrunning  its  supply  ?  ..    - 

It  is  a  lamentable  and  alarming  .&ct^  that  the  number 
of  destitute  poor  in  the  city  of  Newr-Yorklms  ayer^iged 
an  annual  augmentation  far  exceeding  4he  rate  of  its 
actual  increase  of  population  for  several  }reacsif  pc^ti 
more  especially  since  the  winter  when,  the  battery,  i|t 
the  confluence  of  the  North  and  East  rivers,  was  brcA^n 
up,  and  distributed  for  firewood  amongst  the  indigmt ; 
and  the  corporation  proclaimed  tiiat  it  w<Hild  givi^  food 
and  fuel,  at  the  Almshouse,  to  cUl  distressed  appliatnt^- 
This  is  the  very  essence  of  the  impracticable  iolly,  find 
positive  evil  of  the  poor-law  system,  which  pi;oause8 
work  and  support  to  dl  that  want;  .as  if  it  w^re  pos^v 
ble  for  any  human  scheme  to  create  either  food*  qn  em- 
ployment  where  neither  is  to  be  found  in  existence. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  dissembled,  that  a  laig^pro* 
portion  of  oui"  New-York  paupers  weeforeigners^  ehiefly 
from  Europe,  aiKl  some  from  the  netghboiirii^  states 
and  towns.  Nor  can  it  be  concealed^  that  the  leprosy 
of  wickedness  and  crime  has  tainted  the  lower  class  o£ 
Oiir  citizens  hi  a  most  awful  degree ;  as  was  to;  be  ex«* 
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pected^  in  oonsequence  <^  their  proffressirely  iacreaniig 
pauperisnir  It  will  scarcely  be  credited  in  Europe^  diat 
a. large  proportion  of  these  profligate  paupers  are  Jret 
and  independent  voters  at  our  elections^  for  charter* 
efficers^  for  State  Representatives^  and  for  Ccmgress- 
men  I 

The  several  committees  laboured  to  investigate  the 
causes  which  have  produced  the  present  wretched  and 
degraded  condition  of  the  poor  in  our  city.  Some  of 
the  distress,  undoubtedly,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  vast 
influx  of  indigent,  and  not  immaculate,  foreigners ;  to  the 
present  depressed  condition  of  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures ;  to  tne  prodigious  numb^  of  benevolent  societies,, 
which  have,  with  the  best  and  most  charitable  inten* 
tions,  undesignedly  offered  a  standing  bounty  for ,  the 
continual  increase  of  needy  applicants ;  and  to  some 
other  causes  not  proper,  perhaps,  now  to  be  enumera* 
ted>  but  which  our  legislators  and- city  magistrates  can 
easily  remove  if  they  will ;  and,  perhaps,  to  the  natural 
tendency  of  human  society  to  deteriorate,  if  not  con- 
stantly  watched  and  guarded  by  religious  and  moral 
culture.  A;  greater  portion  of  the  distress,  probably,  is 
occasioned  by  pur  system  <£  poor-laws y  which  we  have 
borrowed  from  England.  The  British  Review  for  Nor 
vember,  1 8 1 7>  contains  an  elaborate,  masterly,  and  tern* 

Eerate  exposition  of  the  evils  which  that  system  has 
umed,  in  charact^s  of  the  nether  fire,  into  the^heart 
and  vitals^  the  body^  soul,  and  spirit  (^^  the  English  po«  > 
pulation. 

But  beyond  all  controversy,  the  most  fertile  source  of 
the  present  unparalleled  distress  among  the  poor  of  the  i 
city  of  New-York,  is  the  general,  not  to  say  universal, : 
use  of  sjdrituous  liquors  by  the  Ipwer  <H:ders  of  tbe  wm^t\^ 
mipiity,.  of  each  s^  and  every  age.  .^  There  ar^neadiy^ 
-three  thb^softd  bouses  licensed  to  sell  pdlsoii  to  the  poor,: 
in  the  shape  of  alcohol ;.  in  addition  to  which  thi^re  are 
*great  numbers  of  cellars  and  vaults^  where  ardent  spirits 
are  vended  without  license.    And  do  we.wonder.at  the 
rapid  augmentation,  of  mendicity  and;  crime  in  this  city, 
when  there  are  so  many,  charn^l. bouses  of  industry^ 
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heidth^  religion,  and  morals,  open  day  and  night,  and 
eveiy  hour,  for  the  consignment  of  their  victims  to  an 
mitimely  grave  ? 

By  information  from  the  mayor  of  Philadelphia,  com* 
municated  to  a  committee  of  om*  Humane  Society y  in 
December,  1 809,  it  appears  that  there  were  then  in  the 
■  city  of  Philadelphia  only  one  hundred  andnineiti/ licensed. 
houses ;  and  in  the  whole  county  of  Philadelphia,  in- 
cluding the  suburbs  of  the  city,  several  considerable 
towns  and  vills^es,  and  a  large  tract  of  country,  con* 
taining  altogether  a  population  of  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  fiffy  thousand  souls,  only  two  hundredandforty 
houses  licensed  to  sell  spirits.  Since  that  period  up  to 
the-  present  hour,  the  magistracy  of  Philadelphia  have 
been  most  laudably  employed  in  diminishing  even  that 
comparatively  moderate  number,  which  comprehends  all 
the  taverns,  beer-hOuses,  groceries,  and  other  places, 
licensed  to  sell  spirituous  liquors  by  retail.  !^o  that  our 
sister  city  of  Philadelphia  permits  less  than  one-tenth  of 
inflammable  poison,  in  proportion  to  her  population,  to 
be  xiistributed  among  her  citizens,  in  comparison  of  the 
heedless  prodigality  with  which  the  official  guardians  of 
New-York  waste  the  health  and  integrity  of  the  poor 
committed  to  their  charge. 

Nay,  even  in  London,  that  mart  of  all  the  world,  it 
appeara  from  a  recent  report  on  the  mendicity  of  the 
Bntish  empire  to  the  House  of  Commons,  that  there 
are  no  more  than^/bur  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty 
houses  licensed  to  sell  spirits ;  and  that  number  is  com- 
plained of  as  being  too  great  for  a  city  and  its  neighbour- 
hood, <»ntaining  about  one  million,  three  hundred  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  and  continually  receiving  into  its  Capa- 
cious bosom  a  prodigious  influx  of  profligacy  and  crime, 
from  every  tongue,  and  every  nation,  and  every  quarter 
of  the  globe.  The  population  of  New-York  is  not  much 
more  than  one  hundred  thousand;  and  therefore  it  is 
neicessary  for  her,  young  as  she  is  in  her  national  career, 
and  simple  as  she  is  in  all  her  forms  and  habits  of  social 
institution,  to  reduce  the  licensed  houses  tQ  at  least 
three  hundred,  in  or4er  to  reach  the  level,  in  incentives 
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to  iniquity/,  of  an  overgrown  mdtropdlis,  hoary  with 
age^  and  presenting  the  most  artifidal  and  complicated 
atate  of  society  ever  yet  exhibited  in  the  hi8t<My  of  ^ 
Jiuman  race, 

Oa  a  very  moderate  computation^  the  licehsed'houses 
in  New-York  sell  a  yearly  aggregate  of  spirits,  amonnt- 
•  ing  to  three  millions  of  dbllars.  One^tenth  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  whole  state  resides  in  this  city,  and,  illow- 
ii^  that  they,  owing  to  the  greats  tenckncies  of  a 
crowded  city  to  idleness  and  profligacy,  consume  as 
much  as  all  the  other  nine-tenths,  the  annual  expendi- 
ture of  our  state  in  epirituous  liquors  will  amount  to  six 
millions  of  dollars.     Now  it  is  an  enormous  evil,  that  so 
large  a  portion  of  our  annual  income  should  be  diverted 
from  the  service  of  productive  industry ;  from  adminis* 
tering  to  the  agriculture,  commerce,  manufactures^  con- 
veniendes,  comforts,  and  embellishment  of  the  state. 
The  sum  so  expended  is  about  equal  to  a  capifathntxsi 
of  six  dollars  upon  every  man,  wom^ui,   and  child, 
throughout  the  state.     But  the  mere  detraction  of  so 
much  mon^  annually  from  the  public  service,  from 
private  comfort,  from  social  ornament,  is,  by  no  means, 
the  greatest  evil  resulting  from  stwh  an  application  of 
the  funds  of  labour.     The*  habitual  use  of  ardent  spirits 
enervates  the  bodily  frame,  renders  it  irritable,  and 
liable  to  disease,  lays  the  sure  foundation  of  constitu- 
tional decay,  and  premature  death  \  it  dissipates  all  the 
ppYi^ers  of  the  mind  in  shapeless  idleness,  quenches  the 
pres  of  genius,  and  puts  out  the  lights  of  l^rning;  it 
corrupts  and  debases  the  whole  motral  nature  of  man ; 
.  scars  up  his  consciwice  against  every  obligation  of  duty, 
ptifles  me  voice  of  affection,  extinguishes  in  his  bosom 
all  the  charities  of  parent,  child,  and  brother ;  eradio 
pates  every  principle  and  every  sentiment  of  religion, 
9tid  renders  him  an  incarnate  fiend,  ripe  for  the  perpe-* 
tration  of  every  enormity  that  can  ca<ty  anguidi  and 
fuin  into  the  recesses  of  private  life,  and  convert  soci- 
ety itself  into  a  scene  of  rapine,  and  violence,  of  fraud, 
injustice,  anarchy,  and  blood. 

^  Thtirev^  1$  too  ^r^at^  4oo  deeply  robt^  iii  the  b^its 
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«nd  passions  of  our  people,  for  individual  charity,  hoW* 
ever  active  and  persevering,  to  remove,  or  even  sensibly 
to  diminish.    It  is  to  the  legislature  of  the  state  that  we 
must  look  for  a  remedy  to  an  evil,  which  is  eating,  like 
a  cank^worm  into  the  heart  of  the  commimity,  and 
rendering  that  structure  of  human  society,  which  is  so 
fair  and  glistening  inits  exterior  form,  full  of  dead  mens' 
bones  and  all  uncleanness  within.    What  should  forbid 
bur  legislature? — nay,  but  is  it  not  their  imperious  duty, 
instantly,  without  the  delay  of  a  moment,  as  they  regard 
the  welfare,  temporal  and  eternal,  of  the  people  cora^ 
mitted  to  their  trust,  by  the  Oovemor  among  the  nations^ 
to  put  a  stop  to  this  great  and  growing  evil,  by  the  wise 
and  wholesome  restraint  of  efficient  laws  ?    Can  it  be 
deemed  a  sufficient  objection  to  the  diminution  of  these 
receptacles  of  vice  and  misery,  that  such  a  measure 
ivill  lessen  the  «#a/f?  r^erme  ?    Are  the  guardians  of 
the  commonwealth,  yiho  ^e  appointed  to  their  high 
pffice  for  the  express  purpose  of  promoting  the  welU 
jbeing  of  the  people,  to  put  into  one  scale  a  Tittle  paltry 
tax,  and  into  the  other  the  health,  the  industry,  the 
morals,  the  prosperity,  the  happiness,  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  community,  and  make  their  miserable  pepper- 
corn of  revenue  weigh  the  heaviest  ?  But  for  a  moment, 
putting  aside  all  reference  to  morality  and  religion, 
which  ho^yever  ought  always  to  be  the  most  powerful 
#nd  conclusive  arguments  to  the  magistrates  of  a  Chris- 
tian country,  the  state  revenue  itself  may  be  infinitely 
augmented  by  the  increase  df  industry,  social  order, 
public  and  private  wealth,  which  would  instantly  spring 
jap  from  amidst  the  ruins  of  the  present  d^oralis^ng 
ipystem*     «^ince  writing  the  above,  the  New-Vork  Com-i 
mittee  have  published  a  report,  in  which,  with  great 
wisdom  and  Judgmient,  they  state  the  ^vik,  and  point 
to  the  remedies  of  pauperism* 

With  regard  to  the  manners  of  the  United  States, 
fd.  Vqlney,  in  the  pre&ce  to  his  view  of  this  country^j 
wySj  "  that  he  would  dissuade  his  countr3rmen  from 
settling  here,  because,  although  many  ^cilities  and  be- 
|i^i|ts  it^tmd  thp  establishment  of  £nglish|  Scots^  Ger^ 
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mans^  and  Hollanders^  from  the  resembfunce  that  pre« 
vails  between  their  manners  and  habits,,  and  those  of 
•America,  yet  there  are  disadvantages  and.obstacles,  from 
a,  contrariety  in  these  respects,  attending ,  natives  of 
FVance.  There  is  nothing  in  the  social  forms  and  habits 
pf  the  two  nations  that  can  make  them  coalesce.  They 
tax  us  with  levity,  loquacity,  and  folly,  while  we  reproach 
them  with  coldness,  reserve,  and  haughty  taciturnity ; 
with  despising  those  sedulous  and  engaging  civiUties, 
which  we  so  highly  value,  and  the  want  of  which  is 
construed  by  us  into  proofs  of  unpoliteness  in  the  isidi* 
vidual,  or .  of  barbarism  m  the  whole  society.  This 
Hational  incivility  appears  to  flow  from  the  mutual  in- 
dependence of  each  othcfr,  and  the  general  equality,  as 
'  to  fortune  and  condition,  in  which  individuals  in  Ame- 
rica are,  for  the  most  part,  placed.'' 

The  truth  however,  is,  tliat  the. United  States  exhibit 
a  medium  of  manners,  between  the  rude  vulgaris  of  the 
lower  orders,  and  the  artificial  refinement  of  the  higher 
classes  in  Europe.  The  great  body  of  our  .people  exhi- 
bit an  erect  manliness  of  behaviour,  equally  remote  from 
•the  brutal  ferocity  of  a  revolutionary  ruffian,  and  the 
elaborate  politeness  of  a  petit  maitre.  The  only  excefr- 
sively  polite  people  we  have  are  the  negroes,  wno  *^  Sir 
and  Madam*  e^ch  other  everlastingly ;- and  know  no 
other  order  amongst  themselves  than  that  of  ^^  gentU- 
men  and  ladies.^  Some  of  our  young  men  who  visit 
Europe,  on  their  return  exhibit  what  they  call  fashion- 
able European  manners,  that  is  to  say,  a  studied  indif- 
ference to  all  persons  and  things,  as  if  politeness  could 
consist  in  the  apparent  absence  of  all  sense  and  feeling. 
These  travellers,  however,  are  soon  compelled,  either 
to  resume  their  native  habits  and  manners,  or  to  revisit 
Europe,  or  to  lounge  away  their  lives  in  solitary  idle- 
ness. For  our  people  are  almost  universally  employed 
in  some  calling:  the  southern  planters  are  lawyers,  and 
politicians^;  the  north^n,  miodle,  and  western  states, 
are  employed  in  every  variety  of  pursuit.  And  it  gene- 
rally happens  that  the  sons  of  our  opulent  citizens  be- 
come ime^  good  for  nothing,  and  eventually  paupers; 
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while  needy  adventureirs,  from  the  countiy,  urged  hy 
the  twofold  stimulus  of  necessity  and  ambition,  gra* 
dually  win  the  heights  of  political,  leg&l^  £^d  commer- 
cial eminence. 

Our  wealthier  classes,  particularly  in  the  large  cities, 
exhibit  as  great  an  aven^  of  real  politeness  and  good 
breeding,  as  the  corresponding  orders  in  Europe :  for 
example,  the  middle  class  of  Britain,  whose  intelligence, 
good  manners,  and  virtue,  have  always  been  reckoned 
the  bulwark  and  ornament  of  the  empire,  and  which 
includes  within  its  range  the  learned  prdfessions,  the 
KTihy  and  navy,  the  merchants,  agriculturists,  and  men 
of  letters.  The  incomes  of  our  ^^  decent  livers,"  as  they 
are  called,  reach  from  five  hundred  to .  ten  thous^d 
sterling  a  year;  although  very  few  individuals  in  the 
Union  possess  revenues  so  large  as  the  latter ;  sum  indi^ 
cates.  Our  American  ladies  are,  in  their  persons  lovely^ 
in  their  manners  easy  and  graceful,  in  conversation 
lively  and  sensible,  in  their  various  relations  of  wives, 
daughters,  and  mothers,  exemplary  and  excellent.  Hie 
aspect  of  society  in  the  United  States  is  somewhat 
clouded  by  the  marvellous  facility  with  which/orei^crj?, 
of  every  sort,  species,  and  complexion,  gain  access  tQ 
our  most  respectable  circles.  A  pattern-card,  a  pair,  of 
saddle-bags,  and  a  letter  of  credit,  appear  to.be^all'  the 
qualifications  necessary  to  enable  the  agents  of  Eu^ro- 
pean  traders  to  mingle  intimately  with  company  in  Ameh. 
rica,  far  superior  to  any  that  th^  could  ever  cpaiwand 
in  their  own  country. . 

Although  the  origin  of  the  American  people  is  nat 
homogenous,  yet  the  primary  causes  of  their  migrs^on 
hither  were  similar;  and  the  liberal  freedom  of  their 
social  institutions,  their  general  intell^ence,.  and  com- 
mon interests,  have  approximated  liieir  habits  and  man- 
ners so  much,  that,  notwithstanding  a  comparatively 
small  population  is  spread  over  an  extensive*  territory, 
there  are  fewer  provincial  diversities  of .  charact^  and 
behaviour  in  the  United  States,  than  in  any.  other  OQun- 
try.  Nine-tenths  of  our  people  speak,  ithe  same  ian-^ 
^'aee,  without  any  variety  of  cUalect;  whi^ie^ in  itself;, 
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a  botid  of  national  unity,  not  to  be  found  in  any  paif  of 
Europe ;  every  different  section  of  which^  even  in  the 
same  nation,  speaks  its  own  peculiar  provincial  patois. 
The  laws,  government,  policy,  interests,  religion,  and 
opinions  of  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  different  states  es- 
sentially correspond  and  coincide.  They  ai«  all  bound 
together  by  the  same  mighty  bands  of  politicsd  and 
commercial  liberty.  Our  civil  institutions,  and  religious 
toleration,  tend  to  produce  habits  of  intelligence  and.  in- 
dependence ;  we  have  no  division  into  the  higher,  middle, 
and  lower  orders ;  we  have  no  grandees^  imd  we  have 
no  populace ;  W6  are  all  people. 

Natural  equality  we  cannot  have,  because  some  men 
will  be  taller,  or  stronger,  or  richer,  or  wiser  than 
others^  in  spite  of  every  effort  of  human  legislation.  But 
political  equality  we  possess  in  a  degree  far  superior  ,to 
what  has  been  known  in  any  other  country^  ancient  or 
modem.  All  our  civil  and  religious  institutions  are 
framed  in  the  spirit  of  social  equality.  By  the  high 
wages  of  labour,  the  abundance  and  racility  of  subsist- 
enbe,  the  general  diffusion  of  elementary  education,  ai^ 
the  right  of  universal  suffrage,  every  man,  not  black,  is 
a  citizen,  sensible  of  his  own  personal  importance.  Not 
more  than  one  miUion  of  our  people  reside  in.  the  lai^ 
ci^s  and  towns ;  the  other  nine  millions  live  on  farms 
or  in  villages:  most  of  them  are  lords  of  the  soil  they 
cultivate,  and  some  are  wealthy.  This  subdivision  of 
pfi^^rty,  cHierating  as  a  kind  of  Agrarian  law,  and  aided 
by  the  abolition  of  the  rights  of  primogeniture^  the  re- 
peal of  the  statutes  of  entaib,  and  the  equal  tlistribution 
of  land  and  money  among  all  the  childien,  gives  an  in- 
dividual independence  and  an  equaUty  of  manner  to  our 
popidatton,  uidoiown  In  Europe;  every  countiy  of 
if^udi  is  wt  diteply  scared  by  me  stabs  and  gashes  of 
baromal  dominion  and  feudal  vassalage. 

The  personal  independence  which  every  one  in  the 
UiSited  Slates  may  enjoys  in  amf  calling,  by  ordtoaiy  in^ 
dustry,  «Mt  common  jfMudence^  is  ia  itself  one  of  tiie 
g^veatest  <rf'poKtiGal  biessingsu  So  long  as  aman obeys 
that  k^attotim  of  Seriptinre,  to  ^^  oweiK)>  one  airjr  tlmigi!!' 
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(and  in  this  country  debt  must  arise  from  idleness^  or 
vice,  (QT  misfortune,  or  foUy,)  he  is  as  free  as  the  air  he 
breathes;  he  knows  no  superior,  not  even  the  President, 
whom  his  vote  has  either  helped  or  hindered  in  the 
career  of  exaltation.  But  this  personal  independence 
can  only  be  supported  by  a  man  s .  cleaving  exclusively 
to  his  own  calling,  and  diligently  discharging  its  duties 
and  demands ;  for  the  moment  he  wants  the  aid  of  hi9 
fellow-citia^ns,  in  any  capacity  or  character,  and  has 
competitors  for  that  aid,  be  is  subjected  to. a  scene  of 
intrigue,  electioneering,  influence,  and  cabal,  that  would 
not  have  disgi*aced  a  conclave  of  cardinals,  .when  the 
popedom  was  worth  having. 

Generally  speaking,  those  ar^  -  most  attached  to  ,  a 
country  who  own  a  part  of  its  soil,  and  have  therofore 
a  stake  in  its  welfare.     But  a  great  majority  of  the 
American  people  have  this  stake*     In  oth^r  countries 
Jow  wages  and  unremitted  labomr  stupefy  the  -under* 
standing,  break  the  spirit,  and  vitiate  the  virtue  of  the 
great  body  of  the  population.     In  the  United  States  jthe 
price  of  labour  is  high,  and  constant  toil  merely  optional; 
put  th^*  ocean  jand  the  land  offer  continual  inf^tisiinents  to 
industry,  by  opening  ine^^ustible  regions  of  enterprise 
and  wealth.     In  consequence,  all  i^  motion;  every  <me 
follows  some  vocation,  and  th^  whole  country  is  iuper^ 
petual  progress ;  each  industrious  individual;  fe^ls ,  him--  ^ 
si^  rising  in  the  scale  of  opulence  and  .importiLnpQ ; 
aiid  the  universal  nation,  growing  witli  llie  ^tj^iifrth*'  of 
its  aspiring  children,  hastaos  onwurd,  /vrith  cdntiaua^ 
augmenting  velocity,  towards  thie  matiMrity  of  resintiesa 
strength  and  unrivalled  power.  :        *  - ; '  ; '  ' 

A  people  so  lately  sprung  from,  and  so  .dos^ly^eaBi^ 
neeted  with,^  Europe,  must  greatly  .resc^mble.  it  itk^pMn^ 
nets.     But  the  universality  dfemplpymmt,^^ 
equality  of  fortune,  enablie,  and  eaj^l^  Ammoanii  to 
iteer  equall^^  dear  af  the  luxiniiow  refineinent:  aac}  dpi^ 
rude  vulgarity  of  JEuropc,     Hospitality  am^  J»]^^ 
are  the  c<MDxmon  virtues  of  thj&  United  S^^ 
B^kbeck  was  pecuUarly  ^trud|^\with  idbi&.urb»i%:^ 
civilization  that,  prevail  tjiirdugibff^^ 
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situations  the  most  remote  from  our  large  cities.  In  his 
journey  from  Norfolk,  on  the  Virginia  coast,  to  the 
heart  of  the  western  country,  he  did  tiot  for  a  moment 
lose  sight  of  the  manners  of  civilized  life.  He  found 
neither,  the  excess  of  artificial  refinement,  nor  the  ex- 
treme of  vulgarity,  which  exist  in  his  own  country.  In 
every  department  of  common  life,  he  here  saw  employ- 
ed persons  far  superior  in  education,  habits,.and  manners, 
to  the  corresponding  classes  in  England.  He  complains, 
however,  that  the  taverns  in  the  great  towns  east  of  the 
Alleghany  mountains,  which  lay  in  their  route  westward, 
afforded  nothing  corresponding  with  their  habits  snA 
notions  of  convenient  accommodation,  except  the  ex- 
pense.    • 

He  says,  that  every  thing  in  these  places  is  grega- 
rious ^  every  thine  is  public  by  day  and  by  night ;  for 
even. the  night  affords  no  privacy  in  an  American  inn. 
Whatever  be,  the  number  of  guests,  they  must  eat  m 
mass^  and  sleep  in  mass*    Three  times  a  day,  the  great 
bell  rings,  and  a  hundred  people  rush  from  all  quarters 
to  eat  a  hurried  meal,  composed  of  fifty  different  dishes. 
The  breakfast  consists  of  fish,  flesh,  and  fowl,  bread, 
butter,   eggs,   cofiee,.  and  tea;    the  dinner  resembles 
break&st,.  with  the  omission  of  tea  and  cofiee,  and  the 
addition  of  fermented  Hquors ;  the  supper  is  a  repetition 
of  the  breakfasts    Afler  which,  the  guests  are  crammed 
into,  rooms  crowded  with  beds,  like  the  wards  of  an 
hospital;  where  they  undress^  in  public,  and  generally 
receive  a  human  partner  in  their  bed,  in  addition  to  the 
myriads  of  gentlemen  in  Wown  /ivery,  who  occupy  every 
house  on  a  perpetual  lease*    Into  the  horrors  of  the 
kitcfacaci.of  an  Americaaim^v  with  its  darkness  and  ne- 
groes, and  dirt,  I  have  no  appetite  to  follow  Mr.  Birk* 
beck,  who,  however,  accoimts  properly  for  the  independ- 
ent air  of  the  landlord,  so  entirely  in  contrast  with  the 
obsequious,  civility  of  an  English  tavern-keeper,  bv 
stating,  that  he  is  generally  a  man  of  property,  cul- 
tivating, his  own  &rm,  and  a  general^  ot  colond,  or,  at 
least,  a  captain  of  militia^  and^  consequently,  feels  him- 
self fully,  as  great  as  the  guests  whom  he  entertains,  and 
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behaves  rather  as  if  he  confers  than  receives  a  favour^ 
by  accommodating  them  and  their  attendants^  and  re- 
ceivti^  their  money. 

The  poUtical  equality  which  pervades  the  United 
States  opens  all  official  ranks  to  all  persons ;  and^  ac- 
cordingly^ we  have  innkeepers^  and  tailors^  and  shoe- 
makers, and  retail  shop-keepers,  as  well  as  merchants, 
and  lawyers,  and  farmers,  among  our  generals  and  co^ 
lonels;  whence  arises  that  equal  air  of  demeanor  and 
manner  that  so  much  surprises  Europeans  who  have 
been  accustomed  to  the  insolence  of  wealth  and  power 
on  one  band,  and  to  the  serviUty  of  pauperism  and  de- 
pendence on  the  other.  Besides,  the  Eairopeans  gene- 
rally do  not  receive  so  much  civility  from  our  tavemers,^ 
because  they  are  very  apt  to  insult  us  by  exa^erated 
comparisons  of  the  marvellous  superiority  of  European 
wisdom,  convenience,  comfort,  elegance,  and  refine- 
ment, .to  those  of  the  United  States ;  and  an  American 
x^itizen,  who  is  tkught  from  his  cradle  to  despise  the  na- 
tions of  Europe,  as  paupers  and  slaves,  is  not  very  nioe 
in  showing  his  contempt  at  these  sublimated  parallels. 

In  another  part  of  his  notes,  Mr*  Birkbeck  proceeds 
to  offer  the  result  of  his  own  observations  on  the  man- 
ners of  that  section  of  the  Union  which  he  saw ;  namely, 
part  of  the  southern,  and  neariy  the  whdie  of  the  wett- 
em  division.  He  thinks,  that  as  the  Americans  hieve  no ' 
central  focus  of  fashion,  or  local  standard  of  politenMi, 
no  remote  situation  aiK>rds  any  apology  for  sordid  sspptih 
rel  or  coarse  behaviour ;  and  he  found  tio  example  of 
that  rural  simplicity,  that  embarrassed,  awkward,  she^ 
ish  air,  so  frequent  among  the  peasantry,  and  even  the 
farmers,  of  fkigland.  This  sel&possession  he  attributes 
very  justly  to  the  political  equality  of  our  people;  the 
consciousness  of  which  accompanies  all  their  mtercourse^ 
and  operates  most  powerfully  on  the  maimers  of  the 
lowest  class.  He  complains,  however,  that  cleanlmess, 
in  house  and  person,  is  neglected  to  a  degree  quite  dis- 
gusting to  an  Englishman ;  and  tells  of  court-houses  in 
the  western  country,  used  as  places  of  worship,  in  which 
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all  kinds  of  filth  have  been  accumulating  ever  since  the^ 
were  built. 

The  truth  is,  the  people  of  the  southern  and  western 
states^  generally  speaking,  are  not  cleanly  either  in 
their  persons,  or  houses,  or  habits.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  iNcw-England  and  middle  states  are,  in  gieneral^ 
given  to  cleanliness,  particularly  tlie  Dutch  settlers  and 
their  descendants.  Thwe  is,  however,  one  veryJUihj 
custom,  which  pervades  the  whole  unipn;  I  nieanthe 
habit  of  eating  and  smoking  tobacco.  Our  judges  find 
lawyers,  politicians  and  parsons,  doctors  and  merchants, 
army  and  navy,  farmers  and  mechanics,  in  a  word,  our 
whole  people,  from  the  president  of  the  United  States 
down  to  the  pauper  in  the  alms-house,  smoke  and  chevr 
tobacco,  and  abundantly  eject  its  concocted  juice  in  aH 
places,  at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances^  without 
any  remorse  of  conscience,  or  regard  for  the  white  dra- 
perios  and  finer  sensibilities  of  our  most  delicate  ladies; 
ox  for  its  execrable  annoyance  to  all  those  who  did  not 
happen  to  be  cradled  in  America.  The  late  Mr.  Gou- 
vemeur  Morris,  during  his  residence  abroad,  saw  that 
the  use  of  tobaoco,  save  in  the  shape  of  snufF,  was  con- 
fined, in  Europe,  to.  the  lowest  orders  of  soldiers  and 
sailors>  boors  and  mechanics.  On  his  return  luMpae,  ti^o 
of  his  male  cousins  began  to  question  him  on  European 
habits  and  manners,  keeping  him  all  the  while  under 
the.  crosss-fire  of  their  segars.  At  -  length  one  .t)f  them 
said, :"  Mt.  Morris,  do  the  gentlemen  in  Europe  smoke 
much?"  ^^  Sir,?  replied  Mr*  Morris,  striking  his  j(W«i^ 
de  bois  sharply  on  the  ground,  ^^  Gefdlemen  %mo\i^  in 
no  country."     . 

The  amusements  of  the  Americans  do  ntii^^^ibit  so 
ferocious  an  aspect  as  thof^  of  the  EngHshr  tKey  being 
n>ore  addicted  to  dancing  and  music,  than  to  bull-bwt- 
ing,  cock-fighting,  and  boxiog..  Not  that  the  English 
arc,  really,  more  fero<^ie\^  than  the  American  people; 
but  the  United  States  either  never  adopted,  or  have  laid 
aside,  certain  savage  customs  ^ill  preserved  in  Englatid. 
Theatrical  exhibitions,  balls,  routs,  the  sports  of  th« 
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field  and  tui*f^  and  the  pleasures  of  the  table^  are  the 
chief  amusements  of  our  people^  and  conducted  muc^ 
in  the  same  way  as  in  Europe;  from  which  quarter  we 
generally  import  our  players,  dancing-masters,  singer9> 
and  musicians ;  such  commodities,  as  yet,  making,  no 
part  of  the  staple  of  the  United  States.  When  Pericjes 
was  asked  if  he  could  play  on  any  instrument, .  he  aur 
fiwered,  ^^  No,  I  cannot  fiddle,  but  I  can  make  a  littlp 
empire  a  great  one."*  Our  routs  resemble  those  of  Lox]^ 
don :  we  cram  a  hundred  people  into  a  room  hot  large 
enough  to  contain  fifty;  making  it,  as  an  Irish  member 
said  of  the  House  of  Commons,  after  the  union,  ^\  a^ 
full  as  it  can  hold,  arid  fuller r  They  create  human 
intercourse  without  human  sympathy,  and  cut  down  all 
distinctions  of  talent  and  information  to  the  dead  level 
of  frivolous  vacuity*  They  seem  entirely  to  have  super- 
seded, in  our  large  cities,  the  good  old  family  way  of 
visiting  fi-iends  and  acquaintance^  without  cerenlony, 
and  without  a  tremendous  invitation  of  six  weeks  ahead. 
,  Marri4iges  in  the  United  States  are  earlier  than  in 
Europe;  there  being  no  constraint  by  statute,  and  no 
fear  of  not  being  able  to  maintain  a  family  in  so  young 
a  country,  whose  extensive  territory  offers  an  abundant 
provision  to  every  species  of  industry,  when  regulated 
by  discretion.  Any  clergyman  of  any  sect,  or  arty  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  may  marry  any  couple  without  asking 
any  questions.  And,  notwithstanding  Dr.  Johnson*^ 
sarcasm,  "  That  marriages  are  made  in  hastie,  and  re- 
pented of  at  leisure,*'  celibacy  is  an  unnatural,  as  well 
as  an  unsocial  state: 

■  .  f 

*^  For  paHhIier  happy  is  Oie  rose  diatiti'd, 

Than  t)iat  wh'ch  Withering  on  th€  Tirgtn  thorn, 
LiTes,  grows,  and  dies  in  stogie  blessedness. 'V 

Andj  however  the  yearnings  of  ambition,  or  the  pur- 
jsuits  of  learning,  or  the  occupations  of  business  may,  for 
a  tijne,  absorb  a  vigorous  spirit,  yet  every,  man,  in  whosQ 
heart  the  charities  ^f  litfe  are  not  extinguished,  nor  th^ 
milk  of  hum^n  kindness  dried  up,  wishes,  before  he  falls 
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into  the  8ei*e  and  yellow  leaf  of  lautunin,  that  his  blcxxl 
may  nm  in  the  veins  of  some  living  thii^;  and  that  his 
age  may  be  surrounded  by  those  whose  affection  and 
reverence  may  double  unto  him  the  delight  of  well- 
earned  reputation  and  honour.  For  all  the  purposes  of 
connubial  happiness,  early  marriages  are  best  fitted,  be- 
cause the  jroutnful  pair  have  time,  and  opportunity,  suid 
power,  gradually,  to  mould  themselves  to  each  other's 
temper,  and  disposition,  and  habits,  and  manners; 
whereas,  later  marriages  require  much  good  temper, 
good  sense,  and,  above  all,  confirmed  domestic  habits 
on  both  sides,  to  render  the  union  happy;  because  the 
character  of  both  parties  is  already  fixed,  and  not  capa- 
ble of  that  flexile  adaptation  to  the  circumstances  of 
life^  so  characteristic  of  >rdent  and  ingenuous  youth* 
Perhaps,  within  the  whole  compass  of  human  leaiTiing, 
thei^e  is  not  a  more  bathetic  appeal  to  the  heart,  thim 
when  JESisfi. says  to  Dido,  ^^  Nee  dulces  natos^.  Veneris 
nee  prsemia  noras/' 

Marriages^  in  the  United  States,  are  hot  onlv  con- 
tracted at  an  early  age,  but,  in  general,  from  disinter* 
ested  motive^.  Indeed,  owing  to  our  social  institutions 
and  habits^  individual  fortunes  are  seldom  suffidrehtl^ 
large,  compared*  with  the  overgrown  family  opulence  of 
Europe,  to  induce  mere  money  matches,  where  the 
estates,  not  the  parties,  ai*e  united.  There  u  no  fear 
vl^ith  us  of  the  proverb,  so  commonly  levelled  in  Eng- 
land against  sentimental  affection,  that  love  in  a  cotti^ 
genersdly  ends  in  the  cottage  without  love ;  because  atqf 
man,  in  any  calling,  if  he.  be  industrious,  honest,  and 
careful,  may  make  ample  provision  for  his  wife  and 
children.  With  us,  the  sanctity  of  the  marriage  bed  ii 
seldom  profaned;  nor  is  seduction  frequent.  The  fa- 
miliar, but  innocent,  intercourse  df  the  sexes  renders 
Anierican  society  peculiarly  interesting  and  delight&l* 
It  is  not  confined,  either  before  or  after  marriage^  as  in 
some  parts  of  Europe,  to  a  harrow  circle  of  exclusive 
aristocracy,  where  the  portion,  and  not  the  person,  is 
the  object  of  affection.  In  the  United  States  it  is  unre- 
titrained,  chaste,  and  honourable.    Our  well-educated 
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and  virtuous  women  are  kindly  and  affectionately  treated 
by  their  husbands^  loved  and  reverenced  by  their  chil« 
dren^  and  respected  by  society'-^  of  which  they  com- 
pose the  brightest  ornament  and  honour.  Hence  it  is, 
that  without  pretending  to  so  high  a  polish  of  elaborate 
and  artificial  refinement  as  some  of  the  selecter  socie^ 
ties  in  Europeexhibit,  the  United  Siates  display  a  more 
general  urbanity  and  civilization  tihian  are  to  De  found 
in  any  other  country. 

An  extensive  territory,  a  fertile  soil,  a  good  climate^ 
are  all  well  calculated  to  afford  abundant  means' of  sub* 
sistence,  to  quicken  the  growth  of  population,  toehsure 
the  health,  activity^  and  strength  of  the  human  species/ 
The  .occupations  of  agriculture,  the  ranging  in  the 
woods  for  game,  the  locomotive  and  migraitory  habits 
of  the  Americans,  have  all  a  direct  ttindem^y  to  impart 
agility  and  strength  to  the  sinews  and  nmscleS  of  tht 
body:  '  An  increasing  and  e^Ecteytf^  population  does  not 
depend,  however,  merely  upon  the  multitude  of  itorljr 
marriages,  i^d  frequency  of  births,  bijit  chiefly  upon  tne 
great  {»t>pbi^on  of  children  that  are  bom  being  beared 
to  maturity.'  In  the  United  States  the  marriages  ave* 
rage-^ bitth$, of  whichybiira  reared/  Mr.  StOrch, 
in  his  ^^  Historito  StaHsHcal  Picture  of  the  Rt$s9ian. 
Empire-^  says  the  boors  in  Russia  have  generally  to^efoe 
chiidren  to  one  marri^e,  of  which  seldom  more  tliaii 
owe-fourth  are  reared.  Tbhs  great  mortality  among  tb^ 
children^  occasioned,  no  doubt,  by  hardship  and  wanit 
pn  the  part  of  the  peasantry,  otused  Catharine  the  Se^ 
pond  to  complain,  m  her  celebrated  "  iHstructians^  to 
her  iliflferent  ministers,  and*  ask  of  them  the  causes,  why 
^^  this  hope  of  the  government  is  defeated  ?' ■  Now,  the 
political  doctors  of  Russia  ought  to  have  informed  their 
mKtress,  that  tibe  only  wise  institutions  by  which  the 
evil  could  be  remedi^,  would  be  the  establishment  of 
sudh  a  frame  of  civil  society^  as  to  secure  permaneitf 
lib^ty;  public  and  priVate,^by  equitable  la\ys,  a  regular 
administration  of  justice,  the  general  diffusion  of  senti- 
xnento  of  personal  respectebility,  moral  restraint,  reli« 
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gious  feelings  industry^  sobriety,  and  cleanliness,  among 
tne  people. 

'  Wherever  these  social  blessings  occur,  there  never 
vriXl  be,  necessarily  and  of  course,  that  is  to  say,  without 
the  intervention  of  epidemics  and  fatal  diseases,  any 
very  great  mortality  among  the  children  born  in  any 
country;  because  in  old  and  lon?-established  nations, 
i/<^here  the .  population  presses  hard  upon  the  means  of 
subsistence,  the  marriages  will  be  late,  the  births  pro* 
portionally  few,  and  the  children  generally  reared  to 
man  s  estate ;  and  in  a  yQung  countty,  as  in  these  Uni- 
ted States,  where  these  social  blessings  do  actually  exist, 
where  the  means  of  subsistence  are  abundant,  and  there 
is  plenty  of  land  to  give  elbow-room  for  a  rapid  increase 
of  population,  the  marriages  will  be  eaiiy,  the  births 
frequent,  and  most  of  the  children  reared. 

M.  Volaey,  in  his  *^  f^iew''  of  the  United  States,  ena* 
phatically  notices  the  idle,  babbling,  uneffectual  life  of  a 
colony  <^  French  farmers  in  the  western  country,  when 
contrasted  with  the  patient,  plodding  industry  of  the 
Scottish,  English,  and  German  agriculbiri^s  in  the  same 
neighbourhood ;  and  more  especially  when  contrasted 
with  thf&  far  superior  activity  and  enterprise  of  the  na- 
tive American  settlers  in  reclaiming  the  waste  and  wil-* 
demess  from  the  dominion  of  the  beasts  of  the  forest, 
nialLing  the  valleys  wave  thick  with  the  teeming  grain, 
and  censing  the  solitary  places  to  blossom  as  the  rose* 
Indeed,  these  United  States  possess  unrivalled  advan* 
tages  for  psromoting  a  rapid  increase  of  their  inhabitants; 
and  also  for  reeling  a  most  efficients  populati6n ;  so  tbat^ 
if  Amerioa  shall  spring  forward  during  the  next,  with 
the  same  velocity  and  force  with  which  ^she  has  moved 
progressively  during  the  last  iifty  years^  she  will  then 
whiten  every  sea  with  her  commercial  canvass ;  bear  her 
naval  thunders  in  triuniph  to  earth's  extremest  irei^; 
peer  above  the  sovereignty  of  other  nations,  and  cause 
the  eider  world  to  bow  its  venerable  head,  white  with 
the  hoar  of  ages,  beneath  the  paramount  power  and  inn 
jluence  of  this  younger  daughter  of  the  aviUzed  glc^ 
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The  habits  and  maimers  of  the  United  States  are  con* 
siderably  influenced  by  the  eager  appetite  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  wealth,  which  is  necessarily  the  great  ab* 
sorbing  passion  of  all  new  and  thinly  settled  countries ; 
and  also  by  the  perpetual  proneness  to  mingle  in  the 
party-politics  of  the  day^  which  is  the  natural  conse* 
quence  of  our  popular  and  democratic  institutions.  Of 
course^  these  pursuits  prevail  most  in  the  large  cities  on 
our  seaboard^  because  they  afford  the  greatest  facilities 
of  commercial  enterprise,  and  the  busiest  sc^e  of  poli- 
tical exertion.  Yet  the  trading  spirit  is  diffused  over  all 
the  country :  our  farmers,  mechanics,  soldiers,  seamen, 
lawyers,  legislators,  physicians,  nay,  sometimes,  even 
our  clei^,  indulge  in  mercantile  speculations*  Even 
politics  themselves  give  way  to  the  universal  desire  of 
speedily  amassing  money»  The  peculiar  circumstanceil 
of  the  Union  have  conspired  to  foster  the  growth  of  this 
trading  spirit  During  five  and  twenty  y^ars,  while 
war  ipapoverished  and  wasted .  Europe,  <^ommeree  en- 
riched the  United  States  with  a  rapidity,  and  tQ  an  ex- 
tent unexampled  in  the  history  of  nations/  Since  the 
peace  of  1815,.  indeed^  the  diminuJ^iqil  of  pur  foreign 
trade,  and  the  incredible  number  of  insolvenoLes^  ought 
to  teach  us  both  to  moderate  our  eager  craving  after 
wealth,  and  that  extravagance  of  .expendittp'e  iar  mv^ 
passing  the  rate  of  living  ^mcmg  the  oorrespcHiding 
classeF  in  Europe,  whiohhas  beea  almost  the  d^^ecessary 
efiect  of  oursuddcaimid  imexampled  bpulcaice.: 
,  America  has  profited  jn:  more;  way^  than  ojae  by 
British  capitaU  that  is  to  say^-shehasgrowji  rich,  not 
merely  by  the  amount  and  length  of  credit  which  the 
merchants  c^  Britaia  have  given  her,^  but  also  by  her 
own  numberless  insoWetits,  having  made  it  a  point  of 
conscience  never  to  .pay  a  single  stiver  to  a  British  cre- 
ditor. From  the  peace  of  1783  to.  17^89,  the  British  ma- 
nu^icturers  did  not  receive  more  than  one-^hird  of  the 
value  of  all  the  goods  .which  they  sold  to  their  Auierican 
customers ;  and  since  the  p<^ce  of  J  8 1 5,  up  to  the  pre<r. 
sent  hour,  they  have  not  received  one-^fourth.  This  hor* 
fible  piracy  upon  British  property  is  supported^  if  not 
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created,  by  our  system  of  state  insolvent  bws.  No  ho- 
nest man  can  devise  a  valid  reason  why  Congress  should 
not  exert  its  constitutional  power  of  passing  a  uniform 
bankrupt  act,  and  thus  give  our  foreign  creditors  some 
bhance  of  an  occasiohal  dividend.  At  present,  every 
state  has  its  own  insolvent  law,  that  is  to  say,  there  are 
twenty  different  legal  modes  of  evading  the  payment  ai 
debts  in  the  Union,  According  to  the  present  systen^ 
the  creditor  hai  no  security  for  the  recovery  of  his 
money  but  the  personal  honesty  of  his  debtor,  which, 
sometimes,  is  not  the  best  of  all  possible  bonds.  If  the 
debtor  thinks  the  money  better  m  his  own  pocket  than 
in  that  of  his  creditor,  he  has  twenty  different  gdvem- 
ments  out  of  which  to  select  the  theatre  best  fitted  for 
the  purt)oses  of  fraud  and  knavery.  And,  to  speak  ten- 
derly of  our  insolvents,  they  seem  to  understand  their 
business  very  well. 

As  a  natural  consequence  of  the  sudden  influx  of 
wealth  into  the  United  States,  too  many  of  the  Ameri- 
cans have  departed  from  the  salutary  habits  of  ec&namjf 
which  characterized  their  English  and  Dutch  ancestcNrs, 
and  have  become  the  most  extravagant  people  on  earth. 
In  proportion  to  its  wealth  and  population,  our  city  of 
New-York  far  surpasses  all  the  rest  of  the  civiheed 
worid  in  its  rate  of  expenditure  and  amount  of  fnsolvea- 
cies,  of  which  last,  upwards  of  six  thousand  occurred  in 
1811.  It  costs,  at  least,  one-third  more  to  liv6hcre 
"^than  in  London ;  which,  on  the  whole,  is  pertiaps  the 
:;dearest  place  in  Europe.  To  be  sure,  there  is  no  occa- 
iioh  in  this  country  to  feel  that  perpetual  anxiety  about 
pecuniary  matters,  which  is  entailed  upon  all  the  ptopk 
;in  England,  excepting  a  few  overgrown  capitalists,  by 
the  enormous  ex|)enditure  of  the  government,  -ted  the 
jntes^ure  of  tmiVersaltaxation.  But  oiir  peo{^e>  gene- 
itdly,  "and  particiilarfy  in  the  large  cities,  have  fdXXea 
into  habitsrof  personahand  family  expense,  not  only  far 
iiurpassin^  those  of  the  corresponding  classes  in  Europe, 
but  also  fir  exceeding  the  fair  earning  of  our  mterchants 
"arid  professional  men ;  manv  of  whom  become  their 
bWn  executors,  and  leave  their  children  paupers,  diid 
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the  more  helpless  for-  having  been  brought  up  in  idle* 
ne^s  and. extravagance.  It  is  the  more  surprising  that 
the  Americans  should  hasten  to  impoverish  themselves 
with  such  heedless  prodigality;  because,  as  there  it 
neither  birth  nor  rank  in  the  United  States,  wealth  is 
K)W  only  mark  of  distinction :  it  is,  in  fact,  our  great 
social  virtue,  as  poverty  is  the  unpardonable  crime;  and 
in  no  part  of  the  world  is  the  learned  pate  required  to 
duck  to  the  golden  fool  with  more  obsequious  servility 
than  in  pur  free  and  independent  republic. 

But  well-regulated  economy,  equally  removed  from 
parsimony  on  one  hand,  and  from  extravagance  on  the 
other,  is  alike  the  basis  of  all  domestic  independence 
and  comfort,  and  of  all  national  wealth  smd  prosperity. 
Women  can  seldom  earn,  but  th^  may  often  save  a 
fortune  by  judicious  management.  The  American  ladies^ 
however,  are  not  generally  taught  the  importance  and 
use  of  economy.  And  it  requires  more  moral  iierve 
than  most  men  possesses  to  practise  frugality  amidst  the 
surrounding  extravagance  of  the  whole  neighbourhood* 
Whence,  a  man's  own  personal  and  domestic  vanity, 
seconded  by  the  eternal  exhortations  of  his  wife  and 
daughters,  leads  too  many  of  our  respectable  families 
into  that  poverty,  which,  in  itself,  is  one  of  the  greatest 
of  all  social  evils,  which  neither  prevents  nor  sof^s  ai^ 
other  evil,  but  exasperates  ana  darkens  all  oth^  cala- 
mities. Of  course,  no  one  in  his  senses  supposes  that 
the  rich  and  the  poor  are  to  live  according  tx>  the  same 
rate  of  penurious  expenditure,  since  the  magnifiq^ace 
of  the  opulent  puts  in  motioii  a  considerable  amount  of 
productive  industry  and  ingenuity,  and  is  a  In^tter 
mode  of  distributing  money,  by  employing  the  labouriiig 
<;lasses,  than  by  giving  it  as  alms.  Nor  is  it  any  part 
of  sound  philosophy  for  men  of  talents  to-  live  like 
ascetics,  or  self-den3ang  monks,  under  pretence  of  beiiig 
abstracted  from  the  allurements  of  tinie  and  saise. 
When  Descartes  was  diiiing  with  tiie  Stadth<^der  of 
Holland,  the  worthy  Dutch  magistrate  observed  the 
metaphysician  demolish  the  dessert  with  indefatigable 
perseverance,  and  bawled  out :   ^*  What !  doei^'dLphih* 
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fatrn  the  marriage  ceremony^  and  consign  her  to  a  hmi- 
band^  and  disgrace,  and  misery,  for  life.^ 

lliere  is  no  such  relation  as  master  and  servant  in  the 
United  States:  indeed,  the  name  is  not  permitted  :— 
'-  help''  is  the  designation  of  one  who  condescends  to 
receivre  wages  for  service.  This  help  is  generally  a£> 
ficMrded  by  free  blacks^  and  Irish ;  our  natives  seldom 
lowering  the  dignity  of  free-bom  republicans  so  much, 
as  to  enter  a  house  in  the  capacity  of  servants.  Even 
Mr.  Birkbeck,  who  is  so  much  enamoured  of  our  de-^ 
^locraey,  is  somewhat  troubled  at  what  he  calls  the 
bigotted  aversion  of  the  Americans  to  domestic  servite; 
and  tiiat  they^  confounding  the  tenll  servant  with  tiiat 
of  slave,  should  prefer  keeping  their  children  at  home, 
in  idleness,  andoLn  in  ra^s,  when  they  might  benro! 
fitably  and  pleasantly  employed  in  attending  upon  uieir 
more  affluent  fellow  citizens.  He  concludes  with  the 
discovery,  that  if  a  gentleman  wishes  to  be  waited  <m 
and  served  in  the  United  States,  he  must  wait  upon  and 
serve  himself;  which  is  true  enough.  I  remember,  at 
Boston,  a  few  years  since,  the  mistress  of  the  house 
where  4  lodged  desired  her  n^ro  man  to  go  on  somd 
errand  for  her :  the  answer  was,  ^  I  cannot,  for  I  am 
engaged  to  meet  some  gentlemen  and  ladies  (aU  ne- 
groes),' I*  an  assembly  this  evening,  in  — — •  street."^ 
And  the  lady  was  obliged  to  have  her  service  unp^- 
formed;  while  a  stout  fellow,  to  whom  she  gave  twehe 
dollars  a  month  wages,  was  regaling  himself  at  a  black 
ball  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  naOonal  vanity  of  the  United  States  surpassies 
that  of  any  orth^  country^  not  even  excepting  France; 
It  blazoi  out  every  where^  kai  on  all  occasions^  in  thc»r 
jfdaversation,  hewspapers,  pamphlets,  speeches,:  and 
books.  They  aiisame  it  as  a  self-evident  fact,  that  the 
Americans  surpass  all  other  nations  in  virtue,  wisdom, 
valour,  liberty,  government,  and  every  other  excellence: 
All  £»rope4ils  theyptofess  to  despise,  as  ignorant  pauv 
pers  and  dastardly  sllaves.  Even  during  Prepderit 
Wa$hingtp«|f^  ^ministration.  Congress  ddbated  duree 
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days  upon  the  important  position^  that  ^^  America  was 
the  most  enlightened  nation  on  earth  ;^  and  finally  de- 
cided the  affirmative  by  a  small  majority.  At  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  late  war  with  England,  General  Moreau, 
who  then  resided  in  this  city,  was  asked  if  our  officers 
did  not  seek  to  avail  themselves  of  his  military  skill  and 
experience^  by  propounding  questions  to  him  ?  He  re- 
^hed^  ^*  there  is  not  an  ensign  in  the  American  army 
who  does  not  consider  himself  a  much  greater  tactician 
than  General  Moreau.**  And  our  present  President,  in 
^s  recent  tour  through  the  Union,  told  the  people  of 
Kennebunk,  in  the  district  of  Maine,  ^[  that  the  United 
States  were  certainly  the  most  enlightened  nation  in 
the  world.'* 

The  causes  of  this  national  vanity  are  obvious;  our 
popular  institutions,  vesting  the  national  sovereignty  ill 
the  people,  h^ve  a  direct  tendency  to  make  that  people 
self*important  and  vain*  Add  to  which,  the  incessant 
flattery  they  receive  in  newspaper,  and  fpubjie  talks^ 
about  their  collective  majesty,  vnsdom,  powfr,  dignity^ 
and  so  forth  y  their  unexampled- ^Nrospenty  in  the  occu-^ 
*pations  ofpe^e ;  and  lastly^^dieir  actual  aciii^Mements 
in  war.  Twice  have  they  grappled^  in  deadly  encoun- 
ter, with  the  most  powerml,  the  bravest,  a^  the  most 
intelligent  nation  m  Europe ;  and  -  twice  have,  they 
trimnphed  over  the  most  skilful  commandet'^,'  and  best 
appointed  troops  of  that  nation,  in  the  batt2ej@[eld>  and 
on  the  ocean. 

The  result  of  all  is,  that  the  American,  pcipple  oos- 
sessphysical,  intellectual^  and  ^oral  ni^eriats  qt  tiSb* 
tional  g^atness,  w^ei^ior  to  those  of  any  othey- country ; 
■and  in  order  to, render  the  t United  States  tl^^  gredte^t 
nation  iji  the  world,  they  have  only  -jgradusdly  ^  to  aug- 
ment the  poy(^er,c^thei^generU  gd^  tights 
the  cords,  and  strengthen  i^e  ^stak<^  pfj^^ 
union;  to  /organize  a  j.udiaous  system  of  intermd 
finance;  to  provide  for  the  more  general  diffusion  of 
religious  worship ;  to  enlarge  and  ^levate  their  systaaoi 
of  libejral.  education  ;  to  increase  the  dimensions,  smd 
exak  the  standard  of  their  literature^  art,  wd  science. 
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CONCLUSION- 


In  order  to  show  tRe  necessity  of  radically  strengthciv 
mg  and  vigorously  administering  the  general  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States^  the  remaining  pages  will  be 
devoted  to  exhibiting  an  eye-glance  of  the  present  con- 
dition of  Europe,  and  its  probable  consequences  to  tht 
World  at  large,  and  to  this  country  in  particular. 

What  portion  of  Europe,  insular  or  continental,  pro- 
mises a  continuance  of  repose  ?  Does  France^  with  a 
feeble  throne,  recently  reinstated,  amidst  a  discontented, 
taortified,  vain,  unprincipled  people,  torn  to  pieces  by 
tontending  factions,  and  bent  to  the  earth  by  the  in- 
creasing difficulties  of  her  finance  ?  Can  England  alone, 
reeling  as  she  is  beneath  the  weight  of  her  own  burden, 
Stem  the  tide  of  that  revolutionary  fury  which  pervades 
Europe  from  the  Tagus  to  the  Neva,  and  threatens, 
once  more,  to  dissolve  the  elements  of  social  order, 
und  roll  into  ruin  those  principalities  and  powers 
"which  have  been  so  recendy  restored  or  elevated  to 
their  present  eminence  ?  In  Italy,  in  Gernuuiy,  ink. 
Poland^  and  in  the  United  Netherlands,  all  seems  to  bt 
disjointed ;  every  thing  is  afloat ;  the  ancient  bound- 
aries and  landmarks  of  kingdoms  are  removed;  the 
people  are  transferred,  like  herds  of  cattle,  from  one 
master  to  another,  and  all  their  feelings,  passions^  and 
prejudices  kept  in  a  state  of  continual  ferment  and 
exasperation. 

The  shock  occasioned  by  twenty-five  years  of  revo- 
lutionary conflict  has  been  too  violent,  to  permit  the 
mere  re- establishment  of  the  old  dynasties  to  produce  a 
secure  and  permanent  repose.  Two  of  the  main  props 
of  European  society  have  been  grievously  impaired; 
namely,  the  influence  of  the  intermediate  bodies,  or  or- 
ders, and  the  balance  of  power.  The  importance  of  the 
clergy  and  nobility,  as  component  parts  of  the  state  or 
commonwealth,  has  been  too  much  diminished,  ever  to 
recover  its  former  weight  and  strength.  For  want  of 
th^  influence  of  these  intern\ediate  bodies^  which,  prior 
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to  the  French  revolution,  served  at  once  to  aecure  fo 
the  sovereign  the  respect  and  obedience  of  his  people, 
and  to  the  people  mildness  and  moderation  on  the  part 
of  the  sovereign,  it  is  to  be  feared  that  Europe  now  will 
perpetually  oscillate  between  the  struggles  and  triumphs 
of  sedition  and  despotism.  The  only  ground  of  hope 
for  European  peace  i^eould  be  the  extension  of  the  ?*e- 
presentative  system,which  mightenlighten  the  executive, 
-councils,  strengthen  the  authority  of  the  sovereign, 
establish  and  preserve  the  liberties  of  the  people. 

For  political  revolutions  are  always  occasioned,  or 
preceded  by  disa&ction  in  the  great  mass  of  the  com- 
munity ;  and  ambitious  and  profligate  men,  consulting 
only  their  own  interests,  would  in  vain  labour  to  pro- 
duce a  national  convulsion,  if  the  people  were  contented^ 
and  at  ease.  By  what  possibly  means  could  any  un- 
principled demagogues  incite  the  American  people  to  a 
revolution,  in  their  present  happy  and  prosperous  state  ? 
Moderation,  justice,  and  an  easy  yoke  can,  alone, 
give  stability  and  permanence  to  governments.  But 
the  danger  is,  that,  after  so  terrible  an  explosion,  a  spirit 
of  distrust  or  resentment,  and  the  predilection  for  arbi-^ 
trarypower,which  is  too  common  with  a// rulers, whether 
imperial,  or  monarchal,  or  republican,  may  lead  the 
govemnients  of  Europe  to  adopt  maxims  of  severity  and 
restraint — the  necessary  consequence  of  which,  in  the 
present  feverish  state  of  the  world,  must  be  a  perilous 
popular  reaction,  that  nothing  but  magnanimity  and 
mildness  in  the  ruling  powers  can  either  avert  or  dis- 
arm, when  once  excited.  This  revolutionary  reaction, 
an  incident  of  human  nature,  in  all  ages  and  countries, 
but  peculiarly  characteristic  of  the  present  period  of 
insurgency  and  turbulence,  the  wisdom  and  forecast  of 
every  good  government  will  labour  not  to  provoke.  •  In 
the  present  generation,  certainly,  and  perhaips  irt  the 
next  following,  there  will  be  great  danger  of  this  re- 
action. Its  symptoms,  in  various  gradations  (^violence 
imd  force,  have  already  broken  out,  under  the  popul^ 
monarchy  of  England,  the,  as  yet,  undefined  sovereignty 
,  of  France,  the  senseless,  imbecile  despotism  of  Spain, 
the  limited  ^d  ^a^ded  government  ot  the  United  Ne^ 
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therlands,  and  some  of  the  smaller  Italian  and  German 
principalities.  The  military  sway  of  Russia,  Austria, 
and  Prussia,  have,  hitherto,  kept  down  this  natural  in- 
surgency against  all  arbitraiy  rule  in  their  subjects, 
whose  reaction,  however,  will  be  the  more  terrible,  in 
proportion  to  die  protracted  resistance  of  their  respect- 
ive governments,  to  the  introduction  of  a  representative 
system  and  popular  institutions. 

Notwithstanding  the  re-establishment  of  the  old  dy- 
nasties, the  balance  of  power,  in  Europe^  icannot  be  re- 
stored, as  it  existed  prior  to  the  French  revolution, 
when  Austria,  and  England,  and  Russia,  were  generally 
ranged  on  the  same  sides,  in  order  to  counterpoise  the 
ascendency  of  France,  and  the  growing  greatness  of 
Prussia,  fhe  system  of  equilibrium  is,  at  all  times,  and 
now  more  than  ever,  merely  a  system  of  provident 
jealousy  for  the  great  powers ;  than  for  those  of  a 
secondary  order,  it  arises  out  of  the  necessity  of  a 
mutual  support  against  the  encroachments  of  over-bear- 
ing neighbours.  A  slight  eye-glance  at  the  present  con- 
dition of  Eurc^e,  will  show  at  once  that  it  is  not  easy 
to  reflate  the  balance  of  power  in  that  quarter  of  m^ 
world  ;^  nor  probable  that  peace  and  harmony  can  be 
long  maintained  among  its  Siiferent  sovereigns. 

The  course  of  the  smaller  states  will,  as  heretofore, 
be  determined  by  that  of  the  primary  powers.  Prussia 
has  only  a  population  of  ten  or  eleven  millions,  scattered 
over  a  disjointed  territory,  that  has  neither  firontiar  nor 
centre  ;  a  population  too,  multiform  and  dissonant,  not 
bound  together  in  themselves,  or  towards  their  govern- 
'  ment,  by  long  habits  of  kindred  feeling,  and  loyal  at- 
tachment. Its  government  is  purely  military,  and^  con- 
sequently, ill  adapted  to  the  present  tendencies  towards 
popular  representation  and  sovereignty,  that  prevail  all 
over  Christendom.  The  Emperor  Joseph  the  Second 
used  to  say,  in  reference  to  Prussia,  "  if  she  be  ever 
pressed  vigorously  by  a  powerful  neighbour,  die  will 
find  that  an 'army  and  an  exchequer  are  not  a  nation.** 

Austria  numbers  a  population  of  nearly /Airl^inmions, 
but  her  dominions  are  scattered  over  Germanyj  Poland, 
and  Italy;  her  Italian  and  Fotish  mbjecte  wi  not  wril 
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wected;  her  fine  provinces  of  Hunga^y/Bohemla^  Sty- 
jria,  Carinthia^  and  Gallicia,  in  themselves  capable  of 
developing  vast  resources^  and  maintaining  an  immense 
number  or  inhabitants,  are  so  strangely  mismanaged  as 
to  be  comparatively  in  a  state  of  nature,  and  uhproduc* 
tfve^ — whereas,  if  well  regulated,  they,  together  with 
the  hereditary  dominions  of  Austria,  might  supply  the 
Austrian  government  with  a  sufficient  force  in  men  and 
money,  to  enable  it  to  stride  the  balance,  *  and  preserve 
the  equipoise  of  Europe.  But  the  government  of -^us* 
tfia  is  inert  and  feeble,  her  finances  are  shattered^  and 
her  people  have  not  enough  of  the  redeeming  spirit  of 
liberty  iri  them  to  enable  her  to  stay  the  progress  of  the 
Giant  of  the  Norths  when  he  rises'tb  tfirect  his  steps 
towards  the  supremacy  of  Europe. 

Thi^  physical  advantages  of  Spain  are  at  least  equal 
to  those  or  any  country  m  Europe.     Her  localities  are 
admirably  calculated  to  make  her  a  great  andpredomi« 
nating  nation.     Plicedas  she  is  between  the  ocean  and 
the  Mediterraneafi,  and  bulwarked  in  by  th^  Pyrenean 
mounteins  on  the  drily  side  where  she  touches  the  Eu- 
ropean continent;  with  a  territory  covering  a  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  square  miles,  and  blessed  with  an 
abundant  soil  and  luxuriant  climate;  rich  inall  navigable 
capacities;  containing  a  population  of  ^wefoe millions  of 
inhabitants,  and  able  to  maintain,  under  a  due  culture  of 
the  land  j  and  a  well  administered  government^  at  least 
thirty  milKons  of  souls;  with  a  numerous  peasantry,  pa*- 
tiait,  hardy,  and  bold ;  with  mountaineers,  vigilant,  ac-» 
tive,  and  intrepid;  with  borderers  on  the  ocean,  expert, 
adventurous,  invincible  seamen.     Previous  to  the  battle 
of  Rocroi,  the  Spanish  infantry  was  the  best  in  Europe ; 
and,  even  now,  after  her  long  night  of  darkness,  igno- 
rance, and  superstition,  Spain  has  only  to  deyelope  the 
mind  of  her  children,  by  the  free  and  general  diffusion 
of  art,  science,  and  literature,  in  order  to  enable  her  to 
rank  in  power^   influence,  and  renown,,  with  the  most 
civilized   and  Ulu8trious>  Stations  of  the  earth. 

ButSpain  isaii  awfi^linstancc,  e  contrgxioy  of  thetruth 
of  the  positim,  that  the  •strength,  prosperity,  and  great- 
ness of  a  country^  are  intimately  connected  with  th« 
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liber^  and  intelligence  of  its  people.     Human  xeflson  if 
not  the  ability  or  the  effort  of  any  one  human  being;  but 
it  is  the  great  result  of  the  learning  and  reflection  of 
numbers,  arising  from  the  intellectual  lights,  mutually 
communicated,  and  examined;  either  verbally,  or  in  wri- 
ting, and,  consequently,  human  reason  itself,  is  just  in  its 
conceptions,  clear,  profound,  and  comprehensive  in  its 
views,  precisely  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  general- 
ly educated  and  well  informed  minds  that  are  actively 
employed,  at  any  given  period  of  the  world,  in  exploring 
and  disseminating  the  nghts  of  science  and  literature, 
throughout  those  sections  of  the  earth  which  the  rays 
of  knowledge  are  permitted  to  penetrate.     Hence,  the 
enormous  difference  between  the  actual  power  and  in- 
formation of  the  human  mind,  in  different  ages  and  coun- 
tries.   At  one  time  and  place,  the  intellect  of  man  blazes 
forth  in  excessive  strength  and  splendour  over  all  the 
horizon — at  another  place  and  period,  it  is  only  dimly 
discerned  in  the  distance,  darkling  in  ignorance  and  su- 
perstition, upon  the  borders  of  chaos  and  old  night. 

Hence  the  necessity  of  affording  to  the  great  mass  of 
the  people  of  every  community  the  means  of  elemental 
ry  instruction;  if  the  nation  desires  to  be  permanently 
prosperous  and  powerful  in  the  general  activity  of  its 
intelligence;  employed  and  guided  by  the  superintend- 
ence of  the  few  master  spirits  that  are  created  tne  natural 
guardians  of  the  age  in  which  they  live;  the  beaeonJ 
and  bulwarks  of  the  country  they  adorn.     This  is  most 
necessary,  because  as  native  talent  is  scattered  by  the 
Almighty  with  an  impartial  hand,  among  the  children 
of  men,  the  greater  portion  of  natural  genius  must  al- 
ways be  produced  amidst  the  lower  and  poorer  orders 
of  society;  precisely  for  this  reason,  that  they  are  the 
most  numerous  class  of  the  community;  andan  illiteraU 
nation  is  almost  entirely  deprived  of  the  means  of  un- 
folding its  native  capacities  into  strength  and  precision, 
by  its  inability  to  approach  the  fountains  of  information. 
In  the  year  1808,  it  was  required  of  the  universal 
Spanish  nation  to  rise  in  resistance  tothe  most  atrocious, 
and  most  formidable  invasion  of  their  rights  and  claims 
as  a  people;  they  were  called  upon  to  strain  «very 
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bodily  nerve,  to  direct  every  ray  of  intellect,  to  devote 
every  pulsation  of  thelieart,  in  physical  and  moral  fear« 
lessness,  against  their  terpble  and  remorseless  enemy* 
Nor  were  the  people  of  Spain  wanting  in  patriotic  ar- 
dour and  courage;  they  listened  to  their  country's  call^ 
and  pressed  forward  with  one  beart,  and  one  accord,  to 
dedicate  themselves,  body,  soul,  and  spirit,  to  rescue  the 
soil  of  their  nativity,  the  bones  of  their  fathers,  their 
wives,  and  their  little  ones,  from  the  grasp  of  the  inva« 
der.  But  Spanish  courage  was  not  seconded  by  Spanish 
intellect.  1  he  mind  of  Spain  had  been  stifled  in  the 
sink  of  ignorance,  through  the  lapse  of  centuries;  and 
more  especially  during  all  the  reigns  of  the  Bourbon 
dynasty.  So  that  in  the  year  1 808,  at  the  bursting  forth 
of  the  revolution,  the  want  of  previous  general  educa- 
tion exceedingly  narrowed  and  crippled  all  the  national 
efforts.  The  Spanish  nobles,  generally,  were  immersed 
in  ignorance,  sloth,  and  profligacy;  the  great  body  of 
the  people  were  unacquainted  with  even  the  simplest 
rudiments  of  instruction ;  they  could  neither  write  nor 
read;  the  little  miserable  information  that  was  afloat 
was  confined  to  the  clergy ^  and  consisted  chiefly  of  the 
scholastic  theology,  and  inquisitorial  sophistry  and  cru« 
elty  of  the  dark  and  barbarous  ages. 

So  great  indeed  was  the  dearth  of  native  disciplined 
talent  in  Spain,  that  for  more  than  a  century  preceding 
the  revolution  her  government  had  been  principally 
directed  hy  foreigners  as  ministers  of  state ;  obscure  act- 
venturers,  Irish,  Scottish,  Italian,  and  f]rench,  who  were 
hangers-on  about  the  couH,  and  supplied  the  want  of 
Spanish  intelligence,  by  their  own  superior  address  and 
skill.  Spain,  perhaps,  is  the  only  instance  on  therecord 
of  nations,  of  a  country  of  any  extent,  power,  and  influ- 
ence, being  so  extremely  deficient  in  all  general  educa- 
tion, as  to  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  obscure 
^  fereigners  to  administer  her  finances,  and  guide  her  po- 
irtical  movements.  Owing  to  this  ignorance  of  the 
community,  retarding  and  confining  the  growth  and 
operations  of  native  talent,  the  whole  seven  years  of  ^ 
peninsular  warfare  passed  away  without  Spain's  being 
able  to  produce  a  single  first-rate  warrior^  one  superior 
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•  statesman^  a  solitary  efficient  engineer,  a  profpund  finan- 
.  cier,  sin  able  negociator;  any  one  individual,  of  great 

and  comprehensive  genius,  to  redeem  his  country  fix)m 

,  civil  and  military  death.     All  her  awn  fighting  was  hill 

and  glen,  and  partisan  warfare.     No  military  tactics 

were  displayed  on  a  large  scale  by  the  Spanish  com- 

•  manders.  Her  colonial  governments,  also,  were  still 
suffered  to  labour  under  all  the  vices  of  the  old  mal- 

.  administration.  Such  were  the  political  and  military 
defects  of  Spain,  in  consequence  of  her  extreme  and 
general  ignorance,  that  in  all  probability  she  must  have 
sunk  for  ever  under  the  superior  mind  and  means  of 
France,  had  not  Britain  interposed  between  her  and 
ruin;  had  not  the  British  armies,  by  their  skill  and  prow- 
ess, vanquished  themost  accomplished  generals,  and  the 
best  appointed,  and  most  highly  disciplined  veterans  of 
Napoleon. 

Nor  were  they  wiser  in  their  dvil  than  in  their  mili- 
tary capacity;  for  they  passed  in  what  they  called  their 
new  government,  fi-om  the  extreme  of  single  despotisnii 
under  which  they  were  afflicted  by  their  Bourbon  kings, 
into  the  other  extreme  of  many-headed  democracy. 
The  Spanish  Constitution,  fabricated  in  the  year  1812, 
gives  to  the  King  much  less  positive  power  than  the 
federal  constitution  bestows  upon  the  President  of  the 
United  States:  only  owe  legislative  assembly  is  allowed; 
the  order  of  nobility,  or  hereditary  aristocracy,  is  not 
even  recognized;  no  senate  is  established;  and  the  press 

:  is  placed  under  the  guardianship  of  a  committee.  A 
worse  government  could  not  be  devised,  than  one  in 
which  the  executive  power  is  weak  and  unsupported; 

"  where  there  exists  no  senate,  no  permanent  representa- 

•  tive  body  to  interpose  its  check,  its  weight  of  property, 
'  character,  and  talent,  between  the  pressure  of  the  sin- 
gle executive,  and  the  fluctuations  of  the  immediate  and 
temporary  representatives  of  the  people;  where  nearly 
all  tne  power  of  the  country,  executive,  legislative,  and 
judicial,  is  engrossed  by  the  House  of  Representative^ 

. .  the  single  branched  Cortes,  which  is  filled  np  bj/ rotation, 

-  alike  from  the  inhabitants  of  Old  Spain  and  Spanish 

America;  and  all  the  members  chosen  for  so  short  i 
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period  of  service,  that  the  peninsular  representatives 
could  not  possibly  become  acquainted  with  the  nation$il 
wants,  and  th^  means  of  remedying  them ;  and  the  His-  ; 
pano-American  members  would  perform  the  whole  of 
their  legislative  functions,  in  the  act  of  sailing  backward 
and  forward  upon  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  This  single- . 
handed  representative  assembly  was  the  chief  wreck- 
rock  of  the  French  revolution.  The  observations  of  Mr. 
Burke  upon  this  subject  ought  to  be  tieasured  up  in 
the  remembrance  of  every  political  student. 

The  return  of  Ferdinand  the  Seventh,  in  the  year 
1814,  put  an  end  to  this  strange  constitutional  medley, 
and  restored  to  the  Spaniards  the  blessings  of  the  Inqui- 
sition, and  of  a  despotism  at  once  cruel  and  weak,  alike 
terrible  and  despicable ;  from  the  effects  of  which  no-* 
thing  short  of  a  popular  revolution  can  rescue  Spain. 
Such  a  revolution,  well  conduct ed^  (of  which,  indeed,  the 
hope  is  very  faint,)  might  eventually  render  that  countiy^ 
a  first-rate  power ;  by  establishing  a  Jree  government/ 
with  full  religious  toleration,  giving  to  each  Christian 
sect  and  denomination  equtd  political  rights  and  privi- 
leges, with  a  free  press,  permitting  every  man  to  publish 
what  hQ  pleases,  with  no  other  control  than  the  subse- 
quent animadversions  of  a  jury  of  his  countr3niien;  with 
a  strong  well-guarded  executive ;  a  permanent  senate^ 
comprising  the  aristocracy  of  property,  talent,  and  cha- 
racter ;  a  powerful  democratic  branch  of  the  legisla-: 
ture,  immediately  representing  the  great  mass  of  the 
people ;  each  of  these  three  branches,  the  executive, 
senate,  and  house  of  representatives,  having  a  legislative 
check  upon  each  othei^s  proceedings;  with  an  inde-» 
pendent,  enlightened  judiciary^  appointed  by  the  execu- 
tive, and  not  removable,  except  from  malconduct ;  with 
a  numerous,  well-appointed  regular  army;  an  extensive 
and  formidable  navy;  a  skilfoUy  organized  system  of 
taxation;  a  wide  and  enterprising  foreign  commerce;  and 
above  all,  free  scope  and  full  protection  for  every  indivi- 
dual citizen  to  better  his  condition  by  the  unrestrained 
exertions  of  his  own  industry^  skill,  and  genius,  ip  ''what^ 
ever  occupation  he  may  choose,  without  the  interven- 
tion of  j9oor-laws,  or  the  bondage  of  apprenticeships. 
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France  has,  for  several  centuries,  been  a  great  and 
formidable  power ;  she  has  always  maintained  a  military 

{>redominance  in  Europe,  both  by  her  arms  and  by  her 
anguage,  giving  names  and  terms  to  every  species  of 
military  tactics.  Shorn  of  her  beams  as  she  now  is, 
and  somewhat  narrowed  in  her  territory,  she  still  retains 
the  means  of  reappearing  as  a  primary  power,  when  a 
few  years  of  peace  shall  have  enabled  her  to  repair  her 
shattered  finances,  and  recruit  her  exhausted  population. 
In  addition  to  her  valuable  colonial  possessions  she  has 
a  compact  home  territory,  covering  a  surface  of  more 
than  250,000  square  miles,  and  containing  a  pbpula* 
tion  of  nearly  thirty  millions  of  souls,  and  situated  in 
the  very  heart  and  centre  of  Europe.  The  climate  is 
excellent,  and  the  soil  fertile ;  the  political  strength  of 
the  country  is  greatlv  augmented  by  the  annihilation  of 
the  monasteries  and  convents,  and  the  resumption  of 
their  endowments ;  by  the  sale  and  consequent  cultiva- 
tion of  the  national  and  ecclesiastical  domains ;  the 
great  royal  and  signorial  forests,  parks,  pleasure-grounds, 
and  chf  ses ;  by  the  subdivision  of  the  large  estates 
into  small  farms,  and  their  transfer  to  persons  possess* 
ing  more  capacity  and  inclination  for  improvement 
than  had  distinguished  the  former  feudal  proprietors. 

Add  to  this  the  consolidation  of  her  municipal  laws 
into  one  national  code ;  whereas,  before  the  revolution, 
every  different  province  had  its  distinct  system  of  laws ; 
a  circumstance  that  materially  thwarted  the  equal  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  impeded  the  circulation  of  pro« 
perty,  clogged  the  growth  of  productive  industry,  and 
obstructed  the  progress  towards  national  improvement, 
opulence,  and  strength.  The  country,  likewise,  is  more 
thickly  crowded  with  military  institutions,  that  at  once 
diffuse  a  greater  eagerness  for  a  soldier  s  life,  and  ren- 
der the  means  of  carrying  on  offensive  warfare  more 
abundant  and  more  efiectiial.  And  above  all,  France 
is  rendered  more  formidable  to  every  civilized  commu- 
» ty,  by  the  increased  activity,  restlessness,  spirit  of  in-? 
ustice, .  rapine,  insolence,  and  oppression,  which  th^ 
revolution  has  engendered  and  established- 
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The  contra-indications  to  the  exhibition  of  rast  na* 
tional  power  by  France,  are  the  exhaustion  of  her 
effective  population ;  that  is  to  say,  her  men  able  to  bear 
arms,  by  the  waste  of  twenty-five  years  of  sanguinary 
warfare;  the  entire  derangement  of  her  national  system 
of  finance ;  the  annihilation  of  her  foreign  commerce ; 
the  destruction  of  her  military  marine ;  the  disabling 
of  her  internal  manufactures;  the  general  impoverish* 
ment  of  the  country,  by  the  military  contributions,  and 
armies  of  occupation  of'the  allied  sovereigns.  Neverthe- 
less, a  few  years  of  prudent  domestic  government,  aided 
by  the  prodigious  natural  advantages  of  the  country, 
would  be  sufiicient  to  repair  all  these  national  breaches*  • 
But  the  moral  evils  of  France  cannot  so  easily  be  heal« 
ed.  The  extreme  prevalence  of  infidelity,  profligacy, 
fraud,  and  cruelty,  for  so  many  years,  has  nearly  stifled 
all  public  spirit.  During  the  several  revolutionaiy 
usurpations,  all  noble  sentiments  were  opposed;  everr 
generous  and  manly  opinion  was  ridiculed  and  proscribcfo* 
These  governments,  both  republican  and  imperial,  wero 
not  contented  with  condemning  to  inaction  the  virtues 
which  they  dreaded;  but  they  excited  and  fomented  all 
the  bad  passions,  whose  exercise  they  wanted  for  the 
furtherance  of  their  own  nefarious  designs. 

In  order  to  obKterate  the  traces  of  public  spirit,  these 
revolutionary  governments  tampered  with  the  personal 
interests  of  individuals ;  they  silenced  the  still  small 
voice  of  conscience,  amidst  the  uproar  of  tumultuous 
ambition ;  they  made  every  conditicMi  of  life  intolerable, 
except  that  of  devotedness  to  themselves ;  they  suffered 
no  hopes  to  live,  save  those  alone  which  they  chose  to 
gratify;  they  industriously  taught  that  no  ambition,^ 
however  boundless,  on  the  part  of  the  great  nation^  could 
be  improper ;  that  no  pretensions,  however  arrogant, 
could  be  exaggerated.  Hence,  revolutionary  France 
presented  a  scene,  in  which  was  exhibited  an  incessant 
agitation  of  interests,  wishes,  hopes,  and  desires,  among 
all  classes  of  people:  nothing  was  permanent;  nothing  ' 
was  quiet;  all  was  commotion,  all  was  change;  the  in« 
stability  of  every  situation  left  to  no  man  the  perform- 
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ance  of  the  duties^,  or  the  practice  of  the  Virtues  of  his 
condition,  because  he  thought  of  Emerging  from  it  as 
speedily  as  possible.  In  a  word,  a  universal  batteiy 
turas  incessantly  kept  up  against  religion,  morals,  com- 
mon honesty,  all  that  can  cheer  pnvate  life,  or  adorn 
public  conduct,  by  such  seductions  of  power,  frauds 
pleasure,  and  corruption,  as  the  virtue  of  revolutionary 
Frenchmen  was  not  sturdy  enough  to  withstand. 

France,  therefore,  is  yet  an  unextinguished  volcano^ 
from  whose  burning  crater  probably  wiU  be  again 
throwii  out  the  smoke,  and  flame,  and  northern  lava  of 
desolation  upon  all  the  surrounding  nations. 

At  the  bursting  out  of  the  French  revolution,  in  the 
year  1789^  the  mind  of  France  was  in  a  state  of  high 
cultivation,  af  least,  so  far  as  regards  mere  intellectual 
acquisition,  without  respect  to  religious  and  moral  cul* 
ture ;  that  is  to  say,  in  the  physical  Sciences,  in  arts, 
and  letters.    At  that  period,  too,  the  people  of  France, , 
generally,  felt  an  eager  enthusiasdi  for  liberty;  and^ 
although  this  popular  disposition  was  afterwwl  most 
fiag^itlously  abused,  by  unprincipled  demagogues   and 
militaiy  despots,  yet  it  did  then  exist  in  a  very  high  state 
of  sublimation  I  and  perhaps  a  portion  of  this  repubUcan 
feeling  still  survives  all  the  horrors  of  the  revolution. 
Prior  to  this  awful  epoch  the  French  press  had  been 
busily  employed,  for  more  than  half  a  century,  in  dis- 
seminating throughout  all  France  the  deadMghts  of  in- 
fidelity and  jacobmis^m.     Tlie  whole  public  mind  Was  in 
agitation.     The  very  princes  of  the  blood  royal  pro- 
fessed the  new  philosophy,  while  the  king  hittiself  was 
poring  over  the  pagi^s  of  ancient  history ;  the  nobles 
♦Micouraged  the  progress  of  atheism;    the  dei^  had 
prettT  ^^^J^^^^Jly  discovered  fiopery  to  be  a  grave  farce, 
and  many  0^  them  took  refu^^e  from  the  mummery  of 
superstition  m  prc)fligatc  unbelief  of  all  religion ;  the 
scavans,  the  literati,  had  persua  ded  themselves  that  none 
but  men  of  talents  ought  to  gt>vem  Friwice,  and  that 
they  themselves  were  the  onW ;  men  of  talents  in  the 
community ;  the  negotiators  of  France  were  intriguing 
with,  disturbing,  and  influencing  every  court  ia  Chris- 
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tendom ;  the  great  body  of  the  people  were  made  drutik 
with  dilirious  notions  of  vague^  unattainable^  impracti* 
cable  liberty. 

All  the  talent  of  this  fine  populous  country  was  in 
tumultous  movements     In  this  critical  state  of  things^ 
this  precise  juncture  of  afiairs,  the  revolution  exploded; 
and  levelled  every  barrier  of  the  French  government ; , 
beat  down  every  bulwark  of  habit^  rank^  order,  and 
establishment ;  and  let  loose  all  the  mighty  mass  of  na- 
tive  and  diciplined  talent  of  twenty-seven  millions  of 
the  most  active,  ingenious,  restless,  turbulent,  and  un- . 
principled  people  in  Europe,  to  prey  upon  their  n^igh* 
hours  first,  and  then  to  disturb  and  set  fire  to  the  four 
comers  of  the  world.     Situated  in  the  centre  of  conti- 
nental Europe,  girt  round  about  on  all  sides  with  a. 
triple  frontier  of  imassailable  fortresses;   full,  to  the 
overflowing,  of  a  people,  abounding  in  military  genius 
and  science,  and  yearning  after  an  increase  of  their 
already  great  patrim.ony  of  military  renown,  France,, 
almost  immediately  after  the  first  eruption  of  her  revo-^ 
lution,  poured  forth  her  armed  myriads  from  all  quar- 
ters, north,  /east,  west,  and  south,  and  soon  overran, 
with  her  victorious  legions,  Holland,  Spain,  Italy,  the 
Germ.2Ji  principalities  oh  the  Rhine,  Switzerland,  Prus- 
^i^y  Austria,  Poland,  and  the  borders  of  Russia.     She 
out-fought  all  her  opponents,  by  the  ascendency  of  her  • 
military  talents  and  tactics  ;  she  out-negotiated  all  other 
nations,  by  the  depth  and  subtlety  of  her  dexterous  di^ 
plomacy ;  she  domineered  over  all  the  earth  by  the 
weight  j^d  reach  of  her  political  interlect.     France,, 
springing  upward,  as  a  tiger  from  its  thicket,  and  shak- 
ing from  off  her  shoulders  the  shackles  of  a  feeble,^ 
worn-out  government,  poured  out  her  impetuous  and 
unrestrained  mind  in  political  and  military  movements,^ 
that  shook,  all  jBurope  to  its  foundations,  and  struck  a 
blow  of  destruction  at  the  pillars  of  human  society,  from 
the  horrible  effects  of  which  the  whole  fabric  of  the 
imiverse  is,  even  now,  reeling. 

By  what  magical  charm  or  incantation  is  the  Con- 
gress of  Vienna  to  find  a  reniedy  for  the  healing  of  all 
the  coxnpUcat^^  radical  e^  imjiosed  upon  Europe^ 
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by  five  and  twenty  years  of  revolutionary  cruelty  and 
'  conflict  ?  How  is  it  to  re-adjust  the  balance  of  power 
in  that  quarter  of  the  globe ;  how  to  restore  harmony ; 
how  to  ensure  the  continuance  of  repose  and  peace, 
amidst  the  jarring  elements  of  disorder  and  contention? 
Is  Russia  to  be  the  grand  pacificator  ?  Is  Alexander 
. "  the  Deliverer"  to  perpetuate  the  blessings  ofpeace 
over  all  the  circumrerence  of  Christendom  ?  -  Russia 
has  a  home  territory  of  nearly  four  millions  of  square 
miles ;  is  unassailable  in  fiank  and  rear,  and  presents  a 
most  formidable  frontier  to  the  rest  of  Europe.  More 
than  five-sixths  of  her  population  inhabit  her  European 
dominions^  which  number  neorlyjifty  millions  of  souls. 
She  is  also  susceptible  of  indefinite  augmentation^  by 
the  growth  of  wealth,  people,  and  power,  on  account  of 
lier  natural  means,  existing  in  the  prodigious  extent  of 
her  dominion,  and  the  variety  of  its  soil,  climate,  and 
productions.  Its  government  uses  every  effort  to  im- 
•  prove  the  essential  strength  of  the  country,  and  to  direct 
its  force  towards  ulterior  aggrandizement,  by  the  diffu-* 
sion  of  arts  and  sciences,  by  the  liberal  rewards  given 
to  talents  and  learning,  whether  found  among  its  own 
eople  or  contributed  by  foreigners.  Her  soil  is  capa- 
le  of  containing,  and  supporting  with  all  ease,  at^i^^t 
four  times  the  present  number  of  its  inhabitants.  TTie 
people  are  brave,  patient,  hardy,  and  obedient,  capable 
of  enduring  great  fatigue,  and  of  performing  rapid  and 
long  continued  marches.  Her  commanders  are  able,a  nd 
her  military  tactics  excellent ;  her  government  is  abso« 
lute,  and  can  (as  it  uniformly  has  done,  for  the  last  hun* 
drcfd  years,)  pursue,  steadily  and  perseveringly,  the 
most  long-sighted  schemes  of  ambition  and  policy,  alike 
by  the  force  of  arms,  and  the  still  more  efficient  instru- 
thent  of  dexterous  diplomacy. 

The  improvement  of  her  agriculture,  and  consequent 
increase  of  her  population,  are  great  and  pr<^ressive. 
Her  rivers  and  canals,  in  summer,  and  the  sledge-roadi 
on  the  snows,  in  winter,  facilitate  her  intSnal  communi* 
cation  and  commerce.  Her  present  Emperor  appears 
intent  on  improving  the  condition^  both  physical  and 
ihoral,  of  his  people,  by  emancipating  the  Ksh^  encxsvs^ 
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•  •  •  « 

raging  agriculture  and  commerce,  difiusing  liUraturey 
art,  and  science,  and,  above  all,  by  promoting  Bible  and 
Missionary  Societies  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  his 
immense  dominions.  The  recent  exploits  of  Russia,  in 
stemming  the  tide  of  revolutionary  Prance,  have  won- 
derfully augmented  her  power  and  influence ;  and  facili- 
tatei  ttie  means  of  her  further  extension  and  aggran- 
dizement ;  by  developing  the  amount,  and  displaying 
the  official  management  of  her  national  resources,  by 
disciplining  her  enormous  strength,  by  inspiring  her 
own  people  with  self-confid^ce,  by  dispiriting  and 
overawing  her  enemies. 

It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  great  power  to  set  limits  to 
its  own  progress.     Peter  the  first  said,  "  he  had  land 
enough,  and  only  wanted  water  ;**  yet  Catharine  and 
Alexander  have  added  a  very  large  portion  of  land  to 
the  Russian  empire  since  \heir  imperial  predecesscMr  ut- 
terred  this  speech.     Alexander  himself  has  enlarged  his 
dominion  by  the  annexation  of  Finland,  Moldavia,  Wal« 
lachia,  Bessarabia,  a  part  of  old  Gallicia,  lower  Georgia, 
Circassia,  and  the  kingdom  of  Poland*     With  one  part 
of  her  territory  she  threatens  Asia,  and  with  the  other 
alarms  Europe.    What  is  to  prevent  her  extension  into' 
Germany,  her  entire  control  of  the  northern  powers, 
Sweden,  Denmark,  Prussia,  and  her  possession  of  Con«' 
stantinople  ?     Once  mistress  of  the  Bosphorus  and  the 
Dardanelles,  in  addition  to  her  present  empire,  and  what 
is  to  become  of  Austria,  what  of  the  wuole  European 
continent? — Nay,  what  of  England*s  maritime  supenori- 
ty  ?  It  has  always  been  the  aim  of  the  Rusfian  cabinetp 
from  the  reign  of  the  first  Peter  to  that  of  Alexander, 
to  render  their  country  a  great  naval,  as  well  as  a  great 
military  power.     The  dominion  of  the  Black  Sea,  of  the 
Morea,  of  the  Grecian  Archipelago,  of  Constantinople^ 
of  some  ports  in  the  Mediterranean,  might  rei^der  Rus- 
sia a  far  more  formidable  rival  on  the  ocean  to  England 
than  she  has  ever  yet  found  in  Europe.     Lord  Nelson 
used  to  say,  '^  that  in  encountering  with  French  ships 
the  best  way  was  to  run  along  side  and  board  them ; 
but  with  Russian  ships  to  keep  at  a  distance,  and  ma« 
noeuvrer    And  Russia  has  imSa  evinc^  her  jealousy 
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of  the  maritime  pre-eminence  of,  Britain,  particularly 
when  she  led  the  armed  neutrality  in  1781,  under  Ca- 
tharine, and  in  1801,  under  Paul,  and  at  the  treaty  of 
Tilsit,  in  1 807,  under  Alexander,  when  he  and  Napoleon 
stipulated,  that  Russia  might  take  possession  of  Turkey 
in  iiurope,  and  pursue  her  conquests  in  Asia,  at  her  own 
discretion ;— that  she  should  assist  France  with  her  ma- 
rine for  the  conquest  of  Gibraltar;  that  the  to\?T22  !!^ 
Africa,  as  Tunis,  Alters,  Tripoli,  &c.  should  be  taken 
possession  of  by  France ;  that  no  peace  should  be  made 
with  England,  unless  the  island  of  Malta  be  ceded  to 
France ;  that  Egypt  be  occupied  by  the  French ;  that 
no  other  than  French,  Russian,  Spanish,  and  Italian 
vessels  be  purmitted  to  navigate  the  Mediterranean ; 
that  no  power  be  allowed  to  send  merchant-ships  to  sea, 
unless  tney  have  a  certain  number  of  ships  of  war. 

The  British  empire  in  Indi;a,  also,  has  been  long  an 
object  of  desire  tb  Kussia ;  and  Catharine,  at  one  time, 
projected  to  march  an  army  over  land,  to  drive  the  ? 
English  from  the  Indian  Peninsula ;  and,  at  a  more  re- 
cent period,  Alexander  and  Napoleon  agreed  to  accom- 
plish thid  Scheme.-  It  is  supposed  that  Britain  could  not 
prevent  the  occupatidn  of  Constantinople  by  the  Russian 
arms;  and  th'at  anjr  one  of  her  able  generals,  with  a  . 
sufficient '  bbdy  of  troops,  might  march  strait  to  the 
Turkish  ca|rital,  and  win,  and  hold  it,  in  spite  of  the 
World.  No  one  imagihes  that  the  Turks,  tliemselves, 
tould  defend  their  Eurojpean  empire  against  the  undi- 
vided assaults  of  Russia,  who  .might  well  alarm  all  the 
other  powers  of  Europe  for  their  independence,  if  she 
could  lay  her  schemes  for  their  subjugation  in  her  two 
capitals  of  Cohstantinople  and  Petersburgh.  It  is 
doubtful,  if  she  be  allowed  a  few  years  of  peace  to  or- 
ganize her  resources,  to  consolidate  her  strength,  to  de- 
velope  her  schemes.  Whether  or  not  a  coalition  of  the 
other  Eurc^eah  States  could  stop  her  progress  towards 
universal  aomitaion  in  that  quarter  of  the  world.  At  all 
events,  th6  prodigious  plreponderance  of  Russia. is  not 
likely  to  restord  the 'balawcfe'  of  power,  nor  to  ensure 
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'proving  the  extent  of  her  alarming  strength ;  although  I 
by  no  means  subscribe  to  his  ultra  whiggish  inferences 
against  England^  who  certainly  means  to  survive  his 
predictions. 

In  glancing  the  eye  over  the  present  condition  of  the 
European  powers,  in  connexion  with  a  view  of  the  re- 
sources of  America,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  the 
strongly  marked  difference  between  all  the  governments 
of  the  United  States,  and  those  of  other  countries.     In 
the  United  States  they  have  consisted,  from  their  com- 
mencement, of  written  constitutions,  of  certain  fixed 
codes ;  whereas,  in  other  countries,  they  have  grown 
up  incidentally,  from  existing  circumstances.     In  Hol- 
land and  France,  indeed,  written  constitutions  have  been 
lately  adopted ;  which  appears  to  be  not  the  least  mo- 
mentous of  the  consequences  imposed  upon  Europe  by 
the  French  revolution ;  namely,  a  tendency  to  infuse  a 
greater  spirit  of  democracy  into  the  European  govern- 
ments.    It  is  asserted,  likewise,  that  Prussia  and  Wir- 
temberg,  and  some  other  of  the  continental  powers, 
propose  to  form  written  constitutions,  and  admit  the  re- 
presentative system  into  their  municipal  institutions. 
Prior  to  the  French  revolution,  all  the  governments  of 
Europe  were  composed  amidst  the  chapter  of  accidents^ 
and  time  and  chance  were  there  nursing-mothers.  When 
the  government  of  imperial  Rome,  in  the  west,  was  suIk 
verted  by  the  barbarous  tribes  of  Northern  Asia,  and 
Northern  Europe,  the  victorious  nations  every  where 
established  an  elective  aristocracy,  consisting  of  an  elec- 
tive chief,  and  elective  nobles.     After  a  time  the  feudal 
system  grew  up  into  an  hereditary  monarchy  and  aris- 
tocracy ;  nevertheless,  some  traces  of  popular  liberty 
still  survived,  although  they  were  rendered  faint  and 
feeble  in  Spain,  by  the  abolition  of  the  cortes ;  in  France, 
by  the  depression  of  the  tiers  etat ;  in  Denmark  and 
Sweden,  by  the  usurpations  of  the  sovereign  over  the 
privileges  of  the  nobles  ;  in  Italy  and  Germany,  by  the 
combined  encroachments  of  both  nobles  and  sovereign 
upon  the  mass  of  the  people ;  while,  in  England,  the 
gradual  advance  of  the  House  of  Commons,  or  demo- 
cratic branch  of  the  government^  eventually  rendered  it. 
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at  least,  equal  to,  if  not  an  over  match  for,  the  two  other 
branches,  consisting  of  an  hereditary  aristocracy,  and  an 
hereditary  monarchy.  Mr.  Burke  developes  this  sub- 
ject in  his  Regicide  Peace,  and  labours  to  show  that 
England  is  the  weakest^  and  revolutionary  France  the 
sti'ongestj  of  all  the  European  goveniments. 

Indeed,  it  may  be  taken  as  a  general  proposition,  that 
the  more  free  a  government  is,  whatever  be  its  fomiy 
whether  a  republic  or  a  monarchy,  the  more  it  consults 
and  provides  for  the  individual,  domestic,  and  national 
happiness  of  its  own  people,  the  less  able  it  is  to  watch 
over,  and  influence  the  actions  of  other  sovereignties ; 
and  so  far  it  is  deficient  in  its  system  of  foreign  policy. 
And  this  defect  appties,  not  only  to  its  diplomatic  de- 
partment, but  also  to  the  mode  of  conducting  its  foreign 
wars ;  in  the  management  of  which  it  never  exhibits  the 
secrecy,  despatch,  and  effective  enei^  that  characterize 
the  military  operations  of  more  absolute  governments. 

But  peace  and  war  are  the  great  hinges  upon  which 
the  safety  and  existence  of  nations  turn.  JDiplomatic 
negotiations  are  the  means  of  making  peace  or  prevent* 
ing  war ;  and  are,  therefore,  in  themselves,  and  in  their 
consequences,  of  more  serious  importance  than  any 
single  events  of  war  or  peace,  /it  is  not  too  much  to 
affirm  that  England  has  suffered  and  lost  more  by  her 
unskilful  diplomacy,  during  the  ninety  years  which 
elapsed  from  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  in  If  1 S,  to  the  peace 
of  Amiens,  in  1 801 ,  including  both  those  deplorable  trea- 
ties  J  than  by  all  the  battles  she  has  fought  for  the  last 
five  centuries.  Yet  such  is  the  constructioii  of  her  in- 
ternal government ;  so  well  adapted  is  it  to  secure  the 
personal  liberty,  promote  the  productive  industry,  and 
protect  the  individual  enjoyment  of  her  people ;  and,  at 
the  same  time, build  up  the  intrinsic, permanent  strength 
of  the  nation,  that,  notwithstanding  the  frequent  blun- 
ders of  her  foreign  policy,  she  has,  in  spite  of  her  con- 
fined home  territory,  and  small  population,  raised  her- 
self to  the  rank  of  a  first-rate  power ;  and,  in  more  than 
one  period  of  her  national  history,  has  beo[^  th^  saviour 
and  the  arbitress  of  Europe, 


INTRINSIC    POWER    0¥   ENGLAND.  4/9 

The  French  revolution,  however,  has  materially  shat- 
tered and  deranged  the  political  fabric  of  England,  by 
compelling  her  to  maintain  a  large  and  disproportionate 
military  force ;  by  grievously  augmenting  the  public  ex- 
penditure and  taxation,  and  by  adding  seven  hundred 
millions  of  pounds  (more  than  three  thousand  millions 
of  dollars,)  to  the  national  debt.  That  revolution  has 
likewise  torn  up  from  their  foundations  all  the  govern- 
ments on  the  European  continent.  Into  what  forms  of 
civil  polity,  whether  into  a  preponderance  of  democracy 
or  aristocracy,  or  monarchy,  the  states  of  Europe  will 
eventually  subside,  when  the  more  immediate  conse- 
quences of  the  French  revolution  shall  have  produced 
their  full  effect,  is  not  given  to  human  wisdom  to  fore- 
see. At  present,  the  representative  system,  which  is  the 
(mly  certain  and  permanent  basis  of  national  liberty,  pre- 
vails to  a  small  extent,  and  in  different  degrees,  in  Eu- 
rope :  for  example,  in  England,  Holland,  France,  and 
Sweden,  the  executive  and  nobles  are  hereditary,  and 
the  popular  representatives  elected  ;  while  in  Switzer- 
land, the  executive  and  both  branches  of  the  legislature 
are  elective.  The  system  of  representation  hitherto 
has  gained  no  effectual  entrance  into  Spain,  or  Portugal, 
or  Italy,  or  Germany,  or  Russia,  containing,  altogether, 
a  population  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  millions  of 
souls. 

There  seems,  however,  among  some  of  the  nations  of 
continental  Europe,  a  desire  to  imitate  the  constitution 
of  England,  in  their  own  municipal  institutions.  In- 
deed, it  is  no  new  thing  for  continental  Europeans  to 
admire  andpraisethefabricof  Britishpolity ;  forinstance, 
M.  Montesquieu  has  devoted  the  whole  of  the  sixth  chap  - 
ter  of  the  eleventh  book  of  his  Esprit  des  LoiXy  to  an  in- 
vestigation of,  and  eulogium  on,  the  English  constitu- 
tion; and  Voltaire,  in  his  letters  on  the  English  nation, 
chap.  21,  22,  follows  the  same  track;  and  M .  Gourville 
also  expresses  similar  sentiments,  as  may  be  seen  in  Sir 
William  Temple's  Memoirs.  To  these  may  be  added  the 
decisive  testimony  of  the  Duke  de  la  Rochefaucault,  in 
the  Supplement  to  his  Reflections  ;  and  the  incidental 
praises  of  many  of  the  best  l^^rench  historians^  firom  the 
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Sieur  de  Comines  to  Father  Daniel.  Frederic  the  Se- 
cond of  Prussia^  likewise^  has  shown  his  acquaintance 
with^  and  his  approbation  of,  the  English  constitution^ 
in  his  Memoir  of  the  House  of  Brandenburgh.  But 
the  fullest  and  ablest  account  of  the  British  polity  is 
given  by  De  Lolme,  who  says  expressly,  that  it  com** 
bines  the  three  essentials  of  good  government,  namely, 
^^  the  most  certain  protection,  the  exaction  of  the  least 
sacrifices,  and  the  capacity  of  progressive  improvement." 
Since  De  Lolme  wrote,  perhaps  the  weight  of  taxation^ 
,  and  amount  of  the  national  debt  in  England,  may  incline 
sober  persons  to  modify  the  second  member  of  his  lau- 
datoiy  sentence.  M.  Fouche,  in  his  celebrated  letter  to 
the  Duke  of  Wellington,  after  the  battle  of  Waterloo, 
•ays^  ^^  that  the  establisfajnent  in  France  of  a  constitu- 
.  tion  similar  to  that  of  England  would  be  a  sufficient 
recompense  to  her  for  all  the  horrors  of  the  revolution; 
and  that  Frenchmen  do  not  desire  marej  nor  will  they 
be  contented  with  less,  freedom  than  the  British  nation 
enjoys.- 

It  may  be  remarked,  that  some  of  the  wisest  men  of 
all  antiquity  have  declared  their  conviction,  that  a  due 
blending  together  of  monarchy,  aristocracy,  and  demo- 
cracy, in  one  political  system,  would  be  the  best  form 
of  government,  if  it  coidd  ever  be  realized.     Plaioy  in 

his    noXiTixoj-,    says,    ^^  Mova§x^  rvxfietffa   ev   v^a^x/xoaiy,    ovf 

voyuous  Jieyo/xcv,  a^usm  mojam^'*  A  monarchy,  which  is  kept 
within  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  lawSy  is  the  best  form 
of  all.  In  his  fragments  of  a  Treatise  upon  a  republic, 
Cicero  says,  ^'Statuo  esse  optimam  constitutam  rempub- 
licam,  quae  extribus  generibus  illis,  regali,  optimo,  et  po- 
pulari,  confusa  modice."  I  determine  that  to  be  the 
best  constructed  commonwealth  which  is  temperately 
compoimded  of  the  three  different  forms  of  government, 
the  royal,  the  aristocratic,  and  democratic.  Tacitus^  in 
the  fourth  book  of  his  Annals,  €ays,  ^^  Cunctas  nationes, 
et  urbes,  populus,  aut  primores,  aut  singuliregunt;  de- 
lecta  ex  his,  et  constituta  reipublicse  forma,  laudari  faci- 
lius  quam  evenire ;  vel,  si  evenit,  baud  diutuma  esse 
potest ;''  all  nations  and  cities  are  governed^  either  by 
the  people  at  large^  or  the  leading  men  of  tlie  comma* 
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nity,  or  a  single  sovereign;  the  frame  of  a  commonwealth^ 
constructed  out  of  all  these  forms  of  government,  it  is 
more  easy  to  praise  than  to  establish ;  and  if  ever  esta- 
blished, it  cannot  possibly  be  lasting.  Polt/biuSj  in  the 
sixth  book  of  his  History,  says,  "  AnXov  ya§,  wr  a^i^mv /xsir 

TiyviTsov  n^Kirsiav,  rm  £x  vatvn^  ran  itqEfjuevojv  -  iiujfjt^rcjv  cuveffrcj^, 
tfav    rovT'iv  yaq  rou  fAS^ws  ov   "Kvyu  /aovov  aXX'  k^M   veiqav   eiXvi^ 
fafAEv.     AvKOvqyou  auvrtnaatyros  n^carov  kolxol  tov  r^ovov  to  Aoxc* 

5«/xoviaivnoXiTg«;i(Aa,"  for  it  is  evident  that  is  to  be  consi- 
dered the  best  form  of  government  which  is  constituted 
from  all  these  three  simple  forms,  of  democracy,  aris- 
tocracy, and  monarchy,  already  enumerated;  and  of 
this  position  we  have  had  proof,  not  in  theory  only,  but 
in  fact ;  Lycurgus  having  established  the  first  model  of 
this  threefold  constitution  of  government  in  the  system 
of  polity  which  he  framed  for  the  Lacedemonians. 

It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that  these  senti- 
ments of  the  great  writers  of  antiquity,  and  the  praises 
bestowed  upon  the  English  constitution  by  continental 
Europeans,  were  all  pronounced  before  the  United 
States  had  given  to  the  world  an  example,  (yet  unfol- 
lowed,)  of  a  whole  people  meeting,  by  delegates,  in  a 
national  convention,  and  deliberately  framing  for  thein- 
selves  a  system  of  government,  purely  representative, 
altogether  elective,  as  well  in  the  executive  as  in  both 
the  branches  of  the  legislature.  And,  above  all,  it  is  to 
be  remembered,  that  the  form  of  government,  and  the^ 
legal  code  of  every  country,  are  then  most  natural  and 
most  likely  to  last,  when  they  are  accommodated  to  the 
habits  and  disposition  of  the  people  amon^  whom  they 
are  established.  The  individual  materials  of  national 
strength  can  nev^r  be  frilly  united,  unless  the  will  and 
inclination  of  the  people  be  combined  in  favour  of  the 
government.  The  union  of  this  inclination  and  will^ 
makes  empha.tic^ly  the  state,  or  body  politic.  Laws. 
themselves,  in  ge&eral,  are  nothing  more  than  the  ap- 
plication of  bumaa  reason  and  experience  to  the  prac- 
tical concerns  of  social  life;  and  the  laws,  civil  and  poli- 
tical, of  any  partiQular  country,  are  only  the  practical 
application  of  rea^pi^  and  e;cperience  to  the  existing  in- 
terests of  ^t  particular  country.    Indeed^  they  are^ 
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generally,  so  exactly  fitted  to  the  people,  among  whom 
they  grow  up,  that  it  scarcely  ever  happens  that  the 
laws  of  one  nation  can  be  made  to  suit  the  habits  and 
dispositions  of  another  community;  whence  the  ex- 
treme folly  of  attempting  to  introauce,  suddefdy^  new 
laws  and  a  new  government  into  any  country. 

The  Americans,  who  framed  a  form  of  representative 
government  towards  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, thitherto  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  the  world, 
and,  as  yet,  unimitated  by  other  nations,  were  the  de- 
scendants of  men,  who  had,  in  preceding  ages,  fled  from 
religious  persecution  and  civil  oppression  in  England, 
and  sought  a  refuge  from  the .  intolerance  of  the  old 
world  in  the  waste  and  wilderness  of  the  regions  of  the 
west.  These  men  cherished  an  hereditary  horror  of 
single  sovereignty,  of  feudal  aristocracy ,  of  ecclesiastical 
dom.inion;  and,  therefore,  in  their  constitutions,  whether 
of  the  separate  or  of  the  United  States,  abolished  all 
the  Vestiges  of  royalty,  swept  away  every  ensign  of  no- 
bility, placed  every  religious  denomination  upon  the 
same  footing,  made  every  branch  of  their  government 
elective  and  popular,  provided  for  the  personal,  domes- 
tic, and  social  liberty  of  all  their  citizens,  and  laid  the 
foundations  of  their  whole  civil  polity  brotfd  and  deep 
in  the  soil  of  national  freedom. 

The  French  revolution  having,  in  its  obnsequences, 
abolished  the  J'eudal  system  on  the  European  continent, 
the  governments  in  Europe,  henceforth,  will  be  either 
military  or  commercial,  or  both.  France,  Prussia, 
Austria,  and  Russia,  lean  to  the  military,  while  Britain 
and  the  United  Netherlands  support  the  commercial 
system.  And,  in  proportion  as  the  one  or  the  other 
predominates,  will  the  nations  be  free  and  prosperous, 
or  enslaved  and  miserable.  In  their  extremes,  they  are 
incompatible :  trade  cannot  flourish,  it  cannot  live  under 
the  withering  blasts  of  a  military  government;  nor  can 
a  military  tyranny  exist  under  the  quickening  influence 
of  the  commercial  system.  The  prevalence  of  mercan- 
tile enterprise  implies  great  individual  liberty,'  extensive 
•national  credit,  abundant  wealth,  and  progressive  im- 
provement.   The  military  system  makes  tl^  govern- 


MILITARY   AND   COMMEReiAL    GOVERNMENTS.    483 

ment  all,  and  the  people  nothing ;  gives  to  the  single 
despot  the  property,  person,  industry,  mind,  will,  and. 
life  of  all  his  slaves,  to  do  with  them  as  he  lists,  for  the 
forwarding  his  own  views  of  external  conquest,  internal 
aggrandizement,  sensual  sloth,  and  arbitrary  caprice. 

If  the  military  power  preponderates,  the  people  are 
crushed  beneath  the  weight  of  their  fetters,  and  igno- 
rance, idleness,  and  poverty,  convert  the  finest  climate 
and  most  fertile  soil  into  a  desert  waste.  ^  If  the  commer- 
cial spirit  predominates,  the  people  are  free,  and  indus-^ 
try,  skill,  and  wealth,  create  a  garden  of  Eden  out  of  the 
most  churlish  soil,  and  beneath  the  most  ungenial  sky. 
But,  in  order  to  ensure  at  once  the  individual  liberty  of 
the  people,  and  the  personal  strength  of  the  govemm^t, 
it  is  necessary  to  combine,  in  due  proportions,  the  mili- 
tary and  mercantile  systems.    Holland  was  merely  com- 
mercial; her  citizens  were  individually  free,  enterpris- 
ing, and  opulent;  but,  as  a  nation j  she  soon  fell  into  de- 
cay, and,  eventually,  into  extinction,  owing  to  the  weak- 
ness of  her  government,  which  was  unable  to  resist  the- 
pressure  of  foreign  war  from  without,  combined  with 
the  turbulence  of  faction  within  the  bowels  of  the  state.- 
Revolutionaiy  France  was  merely  military;  her  people 
were  ground  down  to  the  dust  beneath  the  burden  of 
their  unmitigated  bondage;  but  her  government,  abso- 
lute in  its  dominion  over  its  own  subjects,  was  porten- 
tous and  terrible  in  power  to  other  nations ;   against 
whom  it  could,  at  will,  direct  all  the  physical  and  intel- 
lectual resources  of  its  own  territory,  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  the  ravages  of  tyranny  over  a  larger  portion 
of  the  earth.     Britain  unites  military  power  with  com- 
mercial influence  in  her  system  of  government;  whence 
her  people  are  individually  free,  industrious,  enterpris- 
ing, intelligent,  and  wealthy;  and  her  government  has 
sufficient  permanency  of  strength  to  protect  its  own 
subjects  from   ir\jury,    to   punish  the   aggressions  of 
other  nations,  to  gujurd  the  weaker  powers  from  wrong, 
to  awe  the  mightier  sovereignties  into  justice  and  mode- 
ration, to  diffiise  the  blessings  of  civil  and  religious  li- . 
berty  over  the  most  distant  regions  of  the  habitable 
globe.    It  was,  under  Providence,  owing  to  Acr  forti* 
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tilde,  perseverance,  and  public  spirit,  during  twenty-five 
]fears  <^  unexampled  warfare,  that  continental  Europe 
was  at  length  rescued  from  the  thraldom  of  revolu- 
licmary  France. 

There,  is  one  objection  to  the  administration  of  the. 
British  gbvemment,  which  requires  a  more  mmute  no- 
tice.  It  is'  urged,  as  a  common  topic  of  reproach,  both 
in  England  and  in  these  United  States,  that  the  English 
government  does  not  employ  a  sufiicient  portion  of  t^ent 
m  its  service.  This  complaint  is  natural  in  the  mouths 
of  the  opposition  in  Britain,  and  means  nothing  more, 
than  that  if  their  party  were  in  power,  the  government 
would  be  very  wisely  administered;  a  circumstance, 
which  must  be  left  to  the  votes  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, when  they  elect  their  knights  and  burgesses  to 
represent  them  in  the  House  of  Commons.  This 
charge,  also,  is  quite  natural  in  the  English  reformers, 
who  clipimour,  incessantly,  about  the  dulness  and  igno- 
rance, as  well  as  the  corruption  and  profligacy,  of  the 
administration;  all  which  is  a  mere  effusion  of  disap- 
pointed malignity  and  rage,  because  the  talent,  skill,  and 
8.^ngth  of  the  government,  render  all  their  efforts  to 
destroy  the  country  vain  and  ineffectual.  Such  language 
i$  still  more  natural  in  the  United  States,  because  the 
Americans  do  not  often  witness  any  very  bright  speci- 
mens of  English  intellect,  either  in  the  private  citizens, 
who  come  out  here,  or  in  the  public  officers,  who  re- 
present their  government.  And  this  country  has  wit- 
nessed the  egregious  mismanagement  of  Britain  in  her 
mode  of  conducting  both  the  revolutionary  and  the  late 
war;  and  still  continues  to  see  the  marvellous  maUad- 
ministration  of  her  North  American  colonies,  which 
appear  to  be  governed  by  the  mother  country,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  rendering  them  an  easy  prey  to  the 
United  States,  whenever  our  government  shall  enter 
into  a  national^  instead  of  a  party,  war  against  England. 

It  is  notf  indeed,  easy  to  defend  .the  British  govemr 
ment  against  the  charge  of  general  incapacity  in  its 
foreign  policy,  and  in  its  colonial  administration,  partis 
cularly  in  the  Canadas,  where  they  never,  by  any  acci- 
dent^ employ  a  stcUesnum  in  any  one  of  their  pahUt 
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offices,  civil,  legal,  or  military.  This  apparently  strangiS 
conduct  may  be,  however,  susceptible  of  some  explan^ 
tion.  It  is  admitted,  I  believe,  on  all  hands,  that  there 
exists  a  sufficient  quantity  of  talent  of  every  varioul 
gradation  in  Britain;  but  the  objection  is,  that  it  is  not 
employed  in  the  service  of  government,  which,  there* 
fore,  labours  under  an  habitual,  permanent  imbecility. 
This  inference  is  incorrect  in  itself,  and  founded  on  er- 
roneous pi'emises;  for  it  rests  on  the  assumption,  that 
all  the  great  talent  of  a  country  ought  t6  be  employeci 
in  the  guidance  of  its  government.  But,  if  this  were 
ever  to  take  place  in  any  nation,  it  would,  of  itself  en- 
sure a  perpetuity  of  resistless  despotism;  because,  ak 
power  has  always  a  natural  and  necesilary  tendency  to 
increase  in  the  hands  of  its  holders,  all  the  existing 
great  talent  combined  together  would^  of  course,  beat 
down  into  hopeless  subjection  the  general  mast^  of  folly^ 
ignorance,  and  weakness,  that  iis  always  fk>ating  in  every 
^mmunity. 

In  every  free  country  great  talent  is  necessary  to  ad- 
minister the  government  with  wisdom,  enei^y,  and  ef- 
fect: and  great  talent  is  also  necessary  to  constitute  a 
formidable  opposition  to  the  existing  administration  of 
government,  in  order  to  prevent  it  from  degenerating 
into  an  arbitrary  and  illegal  use  of  its  power,  and  to 
produce  a  most  salutary  exercise  of  the  understanding 
in  the  reciprocal  collision  of  mighty  intellects:  great 
talent  is  likewise  necessary  to  carry  on  the  learned  pro- 
fessions of  divinity,  physic,  and  law,  and  the  more  active 
occupations  of  the  army  and  navy,  to  enlarge  the 
boundaries  of  literature  and  science,  to  improve  the 
arts,  to  beautify,  adorn,  and  strengthen  the  interior  of 
the  country,  so  that  it  might  present  a  vast  aggregate 
amount  of  intelligence,  industry,  wealth,  population^ 
physical  and  moral  strength,  for  the  government  to 
wield,  as  an  offensive  and  defensive  weapon,  with  which 
to  control  other  nations,  tp  secure  its  ovm  indepen- 
dence, to  maintain  iis  progression  in  power,  to  augment 
its  resources^  to  consolidate  its  aggrnndizement. 

It  is  not  disputed,  that  a  high  bounty  is  perpetually 
ofiered  f^  the  <sxereis^  of  the  greattest  talenti  iq  genenfll 
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idence^  letters,  and  arts,  both  spefculative  and  practical, 
by  the  vast  patronage,  public  and  private,  of  wealth  and 
honour,  in  Britain;  and  that  this  demand,  in  conse- 
quence, has  produced  the  most  splendid  and  successful 
effusions  of  genius  and  knowledge,  in  all  these  various 
departments  of  intellectual  pursuit.     To  those  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  past  and  present  situation  of  the 
British  empire,  no  proof  is  necessary  to  show,  that  there 
never  was  a  period  of  its  history  in  which  so  much  ta- 
lent was  employed  in  a// the  departments  of  service  and 
pursuit,  whether  private  or  public,  as  is  now  put  into 
constant  requisition.    And,  as  to  the  government  itself, 
in  the  guidance  of  which  so  great  a  deficiency  of  wisdom 
ijs  supposed  always  to  exist,  it  is  simply  impossible  to 
prevent  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  talent  and  infor- 
mation of  the  country  from  being  constantly  employed 
in  carrying  on  the  administration  of  so  extensive  and 
complicated  a  system  of  policy  as  thatof  England,  which 
unites  great  energy  of  action  in  itself,  with  an  ample  ex- 
tent of  personal  liberty  to  its  people.   A  vast  amount  of 
intelligence,  skill,  experience,  discretion,  and  wisdom,  is 
required,  to  give  direction  to  her  immense  naval  and 
military  departments;  to  marshal  and  guide  her  parlia- 
mentary troops;  to  watch  over,  and  guard  the  political 
well-being  of  her  established  national  church ;  to  ma- 
nage and  conciliate  the  great  landed,  moneyed,  manu- 
facturing, and  commercial  interests  of  the  empire ;  to 
contend,  both  in  and  out  of  the  senate,  with  an  incessant 
and  formidable  opposition^  of  wealth,  rank,  influence, 
talent,  and  learning,  employed  in  declaiming,  writing, 
wd  acting  against  all  its  measures,  whether  right  or 
wrong,  from  the  most  important  down  to  the  least  sig- 
nificant of  its  transactions. 

In  examining  the  position,  that  Britain  never  employs 
.  a  sufficient  quantity  of  talent  in  the  administration  of  her 
government,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  it  is  easier  to 
guide  the  movements  of  a  machine  already  made,  and 
the  uses  of  which  are  known,  than  to  make  the  machine 
and  set  it  in  motion.  A  well-established  government, 
like  that  of  Engls^nd,  does  «o# -require  all. the  highest 
|alents  of  tbis  qQunt^  to.be. i^rowded  into  the  admimstni^ 
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tion.  Having  grown  up  in  the  habits,  affections,  and 
feelings  of  the  people,  its  business  can  be  regulated,  and 
energetically  carried  on,  by  the  superintending  genius 
of  a  few  great  men,  to  guide  its  primary  movements ; 
and  by  men  of  decent,  respectable  talents,  to  execute  its 
subordinate  functions.  The  residue  of  its  greatest  and 
most  commanding  talents  would  be  employed  to  the 
best  advantage  in  diffusing  the  lights  of  science,  art, 
and  literature,  over  the  whole  community.  A  wide  field 
for  the  production  and  display  of  great  talent  is  opened 
in  England,  by  always  calling  a  respectable  portion  of 
high  intellect  into  the  service  of  the  government;  by  oc- 
casionally raising  up  powerful  minds,  from  the  middle 
and  lower  orders  of  the  people,  to  the  great  offices  of 
state,  and  thus  perpetually  fanning  the  flame  of  honour- 
able competition ;  and  by  encouraging  the  exertions  of 
genius  in  every  various  department  of  scientific  and  lite- 
rary pursuit,  by  rewards  and  honours.  Perseverance 
in  large  and  liberal  study,  and  a  regular  adherence, 
through  successive  ages,  to  the  great  fixed  principles  of 
moral  and  political  science,  have  raised  and  maintained 
the  national  spirit,  and  rendered  its  government,  laws, 
intelligence,  agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce,  and 
marine,  at  once  the  envy  and  admiration  of  the  surround- 
ing world.  The  exhibitions  of  great  talents  always  fol-^ 
low  the  demand  for  their  display ;  and  no  effectual 
bounty  can  be  offered  for  their  general  appearance,  ex- 
cept in  ^ifree  country,  whose  civil  and  military  institu- 
tions are  on  a  large  and  magnificent  scale,  holding  out 
the  only  adequate  incitements  of  wealth,  influence,  bo^~ 
nour,  and  power,  for  their  full  developemeAt. 

It  is  a  question  of  great  importance  for  the  statesman 
to  decide,  how  far  th^  letting  hose  all  the  talents  of  a 
community  would  unsettle  every  thing,  and  fix  nothing. 
Certain  land-marks,  and  boundaries  of  authority  and 
habit,  are  necessary  to  govern  men.  If  the  judiciary y 
for  example,  were  not  by  the  veneration  attached  to 
their  high  office  to  restrain  the  license  of  the  bar,  no 
business  could  be  transacted  in  a  court  of  justice ;  but 
all  the  time  necessary  for  the  trial  and  determination  of 
Legal  suits  would  be  consumed  in  the  clashiog  of  judu 
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Cial  with  forensic  intellect;  and  the  saihe  disorder 
,  t¥ould  prevail^  under  similar  circumstancesy  throf^hout 
all  the  departments  of  a  government.  Whence,  it  ap^ 
pears  both  wise  and  necessary  to  establish  habits  of  im- 
plicit obedience  to  authority,  to  call  a  due  portion  of 
high  talent  into  the  administration!  and  to  reward,  by 
public  applause  and  patronage,  the  exertions  of  genius, 
and  the  display  of  knowledge,  in  all  the  various  branches 
of  intellectual  inquiry.  The  two  only  aristocracies  of 
human  nature,  talent  and  property,  must  goverjn  every 
countiy,  or  it  will  infallibly  be  destroyed,  either  by 
foreign  conquest  or  domestic  ^rranny.  But  talent  is 
merely  personal  and  fleeting,  while  property  is  fixed 
and  permanent,  accumulating  through  successive  gene- 
rations, and  consequently  gives  a  poise  and  stability  to 
the  community. 

If  talent  alone  have  sway,  it  produces  a  perpe- 
tual vibration  of  society  from  scheme  to  scheme,  by 
its  clashing  interests  and  discordant  collisions.  But 
property,  whether  it  belongs  to  a  wise  or  a  weak  posses* 
8or,  is  in  its  nature  stable ;  is  a  balance-wheel,  which 
keeps  the  main-spring  of  talent  from  dashing  the  ma. 
chinery  of  society  to  pieces ;  and  in  old  well-established, 
governments,  the  weight  of  property,  by  opposing  the 
ioo  rapid  rise  of  talent,  renders  the  talent  which  ulti* 
mately  rises  more  mature,  more  powerfiil  to  combine 
the  joint  forces  of  experience,  discretion,  wisdom,  and 
foresight,  for  the  public  service;  and  thus  ensures  a 
continual  succession  of  able,  and  well-trained  men,  in  all 
the  great  departments  of  state.  In  France,  the  revolu- 
tionary politicians  did  actually  destroy  the  influence  of 
property,  and  give  to  talent  an  undivided  sway.  What 
was  the  consequence  ? — an  incessant  hurrying  of  the 
whole  community  from  one  scheme  of  theoretic  insanity 
to  another;  from  one  set  of  tyrants  to  another ;  until  a 
military  despotism  fixed  all  the  nation  in  the  frost  of 
tmiversal  bondage. 

It  requires  a  whole  life  of  labour  and  wisdom,  directed 
to  the  prosecution  of  mental  and  moral  improvement,  to 
build  up  the  exalted  character  of  a  single  individual ; 
what,  th^, .  is  necessary,  in  order  to  construct  the  per- 
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manent  greatness,  and  magnificent  exaltation  of  a  whole 
community  ?  Mr.  Burke,  after  long  and  profound  re- 
flection upon  the  different  forms  of  government,  both 
ancient  and  modern,  concluded,  that  nothing  short  of 
the  hereditary  transmission  of  property,  and  civil  polity, 
through  a  long  series  of  age»,  is  adequate  to  rear  a  na- 
tion into  extensive  and  durable  power.  And  yet  Rome, 
during  the  space  of  eight  hundred  years,  made  herself 
absolute  mistress  of  the  greater  part  of  the  then  known 
world,  without  the  aid  either  of  an  hereditary  civil  po- 
lity, or  an  hereditary  transmission  of  property.  Un- 
doubtedly, the  number  of  great  discoveries,  or  improve- 
ments, which  have  been  suddenly  made^  in  any  branch 
of  knowledge,  is  extremely  smaJl.  For  example^  the 
greatest  discovery  in  the  science  of  political  economy,  the 
balancing  system,  has  been  gradually  unfolded  by  the 
observation  and  experience  of  several  centuries.  That 
vast  theory  of  political  expediency  regulates  the  mutual 
actions  of  contiguous  nations ;  subjects  each  to  the  in- 
fluence of  others,  however  remote ;  connects  all  to- 
gether by  one  common  principle  ;  regulates  the  move- 
ments of  the  whole  ;  and  maintains  the  order  of  the 
stupendous,  complicated  system  of  modem  Christendom. 

In  the  sixteenth  century,  the  balancing  system  pre- 
served Europe  from  subjugation  to  the  Emperor  Charles 
the  Fifth ;  in  the  seventeenth  century  it  rescued 
Europe  from  the  grasp  of  French  dominion,  under  Louis 
the  Fourteenth  ;  in  the  nineteenth  century  it  broke  the 
chains  of  slavery,  which  Napoleon  Bonaparte  was  cast- 
ing over  the  whole  civilized  world ;  and  ere  the  close  of 
this  same  century,  probably,  all  its  efforts  will  be 
wanted  to  stop  the  progress  of  Russia  towards  universal 
supremacy. 

In  a  community  where  the  legislature  is  composed  of 
the  effective  aristocracy  of  the  country;  that  is  to  say, 
of  the  best  birth,  talent,  wealth,  and  character  of  the 
country ;  where  the  officers  of  the  government  sit  in 
the  representative  assembly  ;  and  where  large  and  libe- 
ral salaries  are  allowed  to  the  public  servants — there 
must  always  be  a  great  portion  of  intelligence  in  the  ad- 
ministration;  aiid  the  a&ici  and  de«ti»ies  ef  the  pocMi- 
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try,  whether  domestic  or  foreign,  are  but  little  liable  to 
be  influenced  or  deranged  by  the  occurrence  of  acci- 
dental, unforeseen,  or  sudden  events.  For  instance,  the 
death  of  a  civil  or  military  chief,  who  had  supported  the 
greatness  of  the  state  by  the  vigour  and  wisdom  of  his 
councils,  or  by  the  glory  of  his  arms,  is  seldom,  if  ever, 
the  cause  of  great  change,  either  in  the  positive  strength 
or  the  relative  importance  of  such  a  country.  Four  of 
the  greatest  men,  in  their  respective  departments,  whom 
England  ever  produced,  all  died  within  the  space  of  two 
years;  these  illustrious  men  were  Lord  Nelson,  Mr. 
Pitt,  Mr.  Fox,  and  Lord  Thurlow ;  nevertheless,  the 
British  empire,  although  deprived  of  the  stupendous 
talents,  the  vast  experience,  the  political  wisdom,  the 
daring  and  felicitous  heroism  of  these  exalted  charac- 
ters, bore  herself  steadily  onward,  and  grappling^ 
single-handed,  with  a  whole  world  in  arms  against  her, 
finally  redeemed  all  Europe  from  bondage,  and  placed 
herself  upon  the  pinnacle  of  national  glory. 

Such  important  and  salutary  results  can  only  occur 
in  representallve  governments ;  they  can  never  be  pro- 
duced either  in  a  single  despotism  or  in  an  tmbalanced 
democracy ;  both  of  which  systems  depend  upon  the 
.  temporary  exaltation  of  single  individuals  for  their  own 
momentary  ascendency.  Neither  of  these  forms  of  go- 
,  vemment  provides  for  the  training  up  of  great  men  for 
the  public  service,  in  any  regular  succession.  The  truth 
of  this  position  is  exemplified  in  the  whole  history  of 
the  Asiatic  despotisms;  the  different  kingdoms  of  which 
alternately  rise  into  influence  over,  or  sink  into  depen- 
dence upon  their  neighbours,  as  .they  happen  to*  be 
governed  by  an  able,  active,  and  warlike,  or  a  weak,  in- 
dolent, and  dastardly  monarch.  Nay,  almost  within  our 
own  remembrance,  Frederic  the  Second  of  Prussia,  by 
the  exertions  of  his  single  political  and  military  talents, 
raised  his  kingdom  fi-om  a  very  inferior  rank,  to  that  of 
.  a  first>-rate  European  power.  But,  afi:er  his  death,  his 
successors,  not  possessing  his  genius  or  activity,  were 
first  conquered  and  stripped  of  half  their  dominions,  by 
revolutionary  France,  and  then. leaned  upon  Russia  for 
.  th«  preservation  of  ihe  miserable  remnant  of  their  na^ 
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tidnal  existence.     In  ancient  story  the  democracy  of 
Thebes  was  great  and  flourishing,  and  domineered  over 
all  Greece,    as  long  as  Pelopidas  and  Epaminondas  led 
her  armies,  and  guided  her  councils ;  but  as  soon  as 
these  two  great  men  died,  Thebes  fell  rapidly  into  the 
degradation  of  national  insignificance'  and  contempt. 
Athens,  whenever  an  able  statesman  was  in  office,  was 
an  overmatch  for  all  the  other  Grecian  republics ;  this 
was  particularly  shown,  during  the  administration  of 
Pisistratus,  and  Pericles ;  but  whenever  her  more  igno- 
rant and  noisy  demagogues  took  the  lead,  she  invariably 
bowed  her  head  beneath  the  military  ascendency  of  her 
aristocratic  rival,  Lacedaemon.     As  long  as  Rome  re- 
mained a  military  aristocracy,  she  produced  a  regular 
succession  of  great  statesmen  and  warriors,  and  went 
on  steadily  for  several  centuries,  conquering  the  whole 
world.     But  as  soon  as  she  became  an  unbalanced  de- 
mocracy, sl^e  fell  into  internal  anarchy  and  weakness, 
sunk  into  single  military  despotism ;  and  was  finally 
burned  up,  both  in  her  eastern  and  western  thrones, 
by  the  victorious  watchfires  of  the  Asiatic  Saracens  and 
Turks,  and  of  the  European  barbarians  of  the  north. 
Nay,  revolutionary  France,  herself,  fell  in  the  fall  of 
her  military  tyrant. 

But  in  extensive  and  well  balanced  commjinities, 
which  unite  strength  in  the  government  with  liberty 
in  the  people,  great  men  are  continually  rising  up 
amidst  the  existing  exigencies  ;  they  are  disciplined  to 
excellence  in  particular  schools,  whether  civil  or  mili- 
tary ;  they  regularly  train  up  able  and  adequate  suc- 
cessors for  themselves,  when  they  shall  retire  from 
public  conflict,  into  the  arms  of  death,  or  of  quiescent 
age  ;  they  are  incessantly  called  forth  by  the  pressing 
emergencies  of  national  affairs. 

Lord  Castlereagh  had  from  his  earliest  youth  exhi- 
bited the  marks  of  great  talent,  the  efforts  of  which  he 
always  seconded  by  habitual  industry  and  application ; 
but  he  actually  astonished  all  his  friends,  ana  quite  con- 
founded all  his  enemies,  by  the  transcendent  mind  which 
he  displayed  in  those  political  negotiations!  that  led  to 
the  deliverance  of  Europe  from  the  extreme  ^egntdatioa 
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of  universal  bondage.  In  the  year  1 8 1 3,  he  concluded 
a  convention  with  Sweden,  at  a  time  when  it  was  gene- 
rally supposed  that  the  Crown  Prince  Bemadotte  was 
in  close  league  with  Bonaparte^  for  the  destruction  of 
Russia.  He  was  repeatedly  warned  of  his  danger  in 
the  House  of  Commons ;  his  answer  was^  that  he  was 
well  aware  of  the  difficulty  and  dehcacy  of  such  a  ne- 
gotiation ;  but  that,  in  the  existing  crisis  of  Europe,  and 
of  the  world,  he  was  willing  to  run  all  the  hazard,  and 
take  upon  himself  all  the  responsibility  of  that  perilous 
transaction.  In  the  year  1 8 1 4,  he  went  over  to  Cha- 
.tillon,  in  France,  where  he  found  the  allied  powers  of 
Russia,  Austria,  and  Prussia,  dispirited  by  five  %ucces- 
•ive  defeats,  which  their  armies  had  experienced,  and  in- 
clined to  conclude  a  peace  with  Bonaparte.  But  Lord 
Castlereagh  again  took  upon  himself  the  enormous  re- 
sponsibility ofrefusing  to  negotiate,  on  the  part  of  Eng- 
land, until  the  French  revolutionary  system  was  de- 
stroyed, by  the  dethronement  of  Napoleon^  and  the 
restoration  of  the  Bourbons. 

What  a  responsibility  was  this  !  If  Bonaparte  had 
succeeded  in  rousing  the  spirit  of  the  French  people,  and 
in  levying  armies  sufficiently  numerous  to  enable  him 
to  overwhelm  the  allied  squadrons,  Castleres^h's  name 
^ould  have  been  handed  down  to  everlasting  execration, 
as  the  destroyer  of  Europe,  by  his  own  obstinacy  and 
•short-sightedness.  If  the  allies  had  rejected  his  advice, 
and  concluded  a  separate  peace  with  Napoleon,  Castle- 
reagh would  have  been  stigmatized  as  the  destroyer  of 
England,  by  again  arming  all  the  millions  of  the  Euro- 
pean continent  in  a  fresh  coalition,  and  with  increased 
rancour,  against  her  alone.  But  as  his  great  mind 
peered  above  the  intellects  of  the  allied  statesmen,  he 
distinctly  saw  that  perseverance  and  daring  alone  were 
Watttiiig  to  crown  the  exertions  of  humanity  with  suc- 
•  cfefes,  and  redeem  the  world  from  the  pressure  of  mili- 
Miy  despotism ;  and  as  the  allies  followed  his  counsel 
t!&  vict^,  to  the  capture  of  Paris,  the  overthrow  of 
'Napoleotij,  and  the  reinstating  of  the  Bourbons  on  the 
'flirbne  of  their  ancestors^.  Lord'  Gastfereagh  deserves 
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the  most  honourable  appellation  of  the  pacificator  of 
Europe,  the  deliverer  of  England. 

The  main  object  of  et;ery  country  should  be  to  remove 
all  political  impediments  and  checks  to  the  rising  of  such 
men  into  the  high  public  stations  for  which  their  natu- 
ral faculties,  and  acquired  information,  so  peculiarly  fit 
them*  Under  a  free  representative  government,  whose 
national  institutions  and  departments  of  pubUc  service, 
both  civil  and  military,  are  extensive  and  magnificent^ 
the  restrictions  upon  the  rise  of  real  merit  are  much 
fewer  and  less  pernicious  than  under  a  single  despotism^ 
or  an  unbalanced  democracy ;  and  the  road  to  legiti- 
mate preferment  is  extended  to  a  much  wider  circle. 
Whence,  in  those  countries,  much  less  consequence  may 
be  attached  to  the  existence  or  loss  of  any  particular 
great  man ;  because  the  appearance  of  those  illustrious, 
characters,  in  whose  hands  the  national  destinies  arc 
placed,  is  not  regulated  by  accident,  but  it  is  provided 
for  in  regular  succession^  from  age  to  age,  by  the  in- 
ternal organization,  and  ordinary  administration  of 
government.  Thus,  Chatham  was  reproduced  in  Pitt, 
and  Pitt  reappears  in  Castlereagh  and  Canning.  Mr. 
Brougham,  in  his  "  Colonial  Policy,"  discusses  this 
subject  at  length,  and  with  vast  ability. 

These  observations  respecting  the  best  means  of  train- 
ing up,  and  preparing  a  regular  succession  of  great  men 
for  the  public  service  of  the  nation,  might  be  illustrated 
by  an  analysis  of  the  internal  or  home  government  of 
England,  whose  system  oi  foreign  policy,  however,  as 
it  consists  in  the  prosecution  of  external  warfare,  in 
the  ordinary  transactions  of  diplomacy  with  other  na- 
tions, and  in  the  extraordinary  negotiations  for  peace 
with  her  enemies,  is,  in  general,  very  defective,  and  ought 
to  be  improved.  Her  mode  of  conducting  the  war  in 
Spain,  France,  and  Flanders,  from  the  year  1 808  to 
1816,  and  her  negotiations  for  the  peace  of  Europe  in 
1814  and  1 8 1 5,  are  magnificent  exceptions  to  the  usual 
imbecility  and  errors  of  her  foreign  policy.  But  not*- 
withstanding  all  her  imperfections  and  difiiculties,  there 
is  yet  sufficient  ground  to  expect  that  Britain  will  be 
able  to  weather  the  storm,  and  iigain  lift  her  head  oh 
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high,  above  the  waves  of  revolutionary  violence  and 
foreign  assault,  that  beat  with  unceasing  tide  against  all 
her  most  venerable  establishments. 

This  expectation  is  founded  on  the  prevalence  of  pure 
religion  and  sound  morals,  throughout  her  dominions ; 
her  well-balanced  government,  her  free  and  equal  laws, 
her  pure  and  unstained  administration  of  justice,  her 
lofty  and  unyielding  spirit,  her  talents,  learning,  and 
intelligence,  and  the  industry,  enterprise,  and  persever- 
ance of  her  people.  All  these,  we  trust,  under  the  bless- 
ing of  Providence,  will  enable  her  to  stand  erect  and 
unmoved,  in  spite  of  the  pressure  of  her  finances,  the 
deficiency  of  her  revenue,  the  vast  amount  of  her  pub- 
lic expenditure,  the  diminution  of  her  commerce,  the 
rage  of  her  reformers,  the  defects  of  her  foreign  policy, 
as  well  in  diplomacy  as  in  war,  the  hatred  and  intrigues 
of  France,  the  fear  and  jealousy  of  the  United  Nether- 
lands, the  preponderance  of  Russia,  and  the  growing 
Eower  and  deadly  enmity  of  the  United  States,  Wliile 
tritain  remains  pre-emment,  the  liberties  of  Europe 
are  safe  ;  when  she  falls,  the  light,  moral  and  intellec- 
tual, of  that  portion  of  the  earth,  will  be  extinguished 
in  Egyptian  darkness.  As  Britain,  however,  cannot 
enlarge  her  own  home  territory,  nor  contend  with 
Russia  on  land,  it  is  her  imperative  duty  to  increase 
her  maritime  resources,  by  adding  the  Grecian  Isles, 
Cuba,  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  and  the  junction  of  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific,  to  her  empire,  in  order  to  place 
herself  in  so  commanding  a  situation,  as  to  be  able  to 
save  Europe  once  more,  in  the  event  of  Russians  here- 
after menacing  that  quarter  with  subjugation,  as  revo- 
lutionary France  has  so  recently  done. 

The  recent  extinction  of  lineal  royalty  in  Britain  is, 
indeed,  an  awful  dispensation  to  an  hereditary  monar- 
chy. But  there  never  went  by  an  hour  in  the  tide  of 
time,  when  the  national  destinies  of  twenty  millions  of  a 
free  and  enlightened  people  hung  suspended  upon  the 
life  or  death  of  any  individual,  however  exalted  in  rank, 
talent,  or  virtue.  This  calamitous  event — the  untimely 
death  of  a  lovely  woman,  an  empire*s  pride  and  hope, 
has  called  forth  the  clamorous  joy  of  many. of  our  mon> 
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ardent  politicians,  as  portending  the  speedy  dissolution 
of  the  British  government;  which,  however,  will,  most 
probably,  survive  its  present,  as  it  has  outlived  many 
generations  of  its  past  enemies. 

The  result  of  all  this  is,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
prudent  government,  while  it  acknowledges  the  supre* 
macy  of  the  Governor  among  the  nations,  in  whose 
hands  are  the  issues  of  life  and  death,  to  avail  itself 
of  all  the  means  in  its  power  to  confirm  and  strengthen 
the  prosperity  of  the  people  committed  to  its  charge. 
Wherefore,    considering  the   precarioiTs   condition  of 
Europe,  its  germinant  and  springing  seeds  of  disor- 
der, the  little  probability  of  t'eadjusting  its  balance  of 
power,  or  of  preserving  its '  peace  for  any  considerable 
length  of  time,  the  difficulty  of  preventing  the  United 
States  from  being  embroiled  in  the  general  conflict,  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  wealth,  population,  and  power,  the 
continual  enlargement  of  their  territories,  and  the  con- 
stant multiplication  of  new  states,  our  general  govern- 
ment ought,  immediately,  to  lay  the  foundation,  broad 
and  deep,  of  a  solid  system  of  internal  finance ;  that  it 
might  have  the  command  of  ai\  ample  and  a  growing 
revenue,  arising  out  of  the  territorial  resources  of  the 
country,  for  the  purposes  of  administering  the  home 
department  liberally  and  effectively ;  of  conducting  its 
foreign  policy  vigorously  and  magnificently ;  of  promot- 
ing the  progress  of  letters  and  science,  and  every  spe- 
cies of  internal  improvement;  of  training  up,  in  regular 
succession,  able  men  for  the  public  service,  and  reward- 
ing their  labours  splendidly ;  of  establishing  the  national 
credit  on  an  imperishable  basis,  so  as  to  be  able  to  raise 
any  amount  of  money  by  voluntary  loans,  in  the  event 
of  any  sudden  emergency,  as  the  breaking  out  of  war, 
or  of  a  long-continued  demand,  in  case  of  a  protraQted 
conflict  for  sovereignty,  or  aggrandizement,  or  existence. 
The  President  seems  to  be  aware  of  the  necessity  of 
giving  to  the  United  States  all  possible  means  of  offen- 
sive and  defensive  strength,  when,  in  his  Message  to 
Congress,  on  the  2d  of  December,  1 8 1 7,  he  states  the 
public  credit  to  be  at  an  extraordinary  elevation;  the  pre- 
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parations  for  defence,  in  future  wars^  to  be  advandng^ 
under  a  well-digested  system ;  the  general  govemment 
to  be  daily  gaining  strength ;  local  jealousies  to  be  ra^ 
pidly  yielding  to  more  generous,    enlarged,  and  en- 
lightened views  of  national  policy;  the  militia  of  the 
several  states  to  amount  to  eight  hundred  thousand 
men,  infantry,  artillery,  and  cavalry,  great  part  of  which 
is  already  armed,  and  measures  are  taken  to  arm  the 
whole,  and  Congress  is  recommended  to  improve  its 
organization  and  discipline.      The  message  also  states, 
that  the  regular  army  amounts  nearly  to  the  number 
required  by  law,  and  is  stationed  along  the  Atlantic  and 
inland  frontiers;   that  of  the  naval  force,  strong  squa- 
drons are  maintained  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico;  that  by  lands  recently  purchased  fix)m 
the  Indians,  bordering  on  Lake  Erie,    and  from  the 
Cherokees,  the  United  States  will  be  enabled  to  extend 
their  settlements  from  the  inhabited  parts  of  the  state 
of  Ohio,  along  Lake  Erie,  into  the  Michigan  Territory, 
and  to  connect  their  settlements,  by  degrees,  through 
the  state  of  Indiana  and  the  Illinois   territory,  to  that 
of  Missouri;  and  a  similar  advantageous  effect  will  soon 
be  produced  to  the  south,  through  the  whole  extent  of 
the  states  and  territory  which  border  on  the  waters  that 
empty  themselves  into  the  Mississippi,  and  the  Mobile; 
thus  affording  security  to  our  inland  frontiers;  and  a 
strong  barrier,  consisting  of  our  own  people,  planted  on 
the  lakes,  the  Mississippi,  and  the  Mobile,  with  the  pro- 
tection of  a  few  regular  troops,  effectually  to  curb  all 
Indian  hostility.     A  few  great  fortifications  along  the 
coasts,  and  at  some  points  in  the  interior   connected 
with  it,  will  ensure  the  safety  of  our  towns^  and  the 
commerce  of  our  great  rivers,  from  the  Bay  of  Fundy 
to  the  Mississippi.     From  all  this  will  spring  a  rapia 
augmentation  in  the  value  of  all  public  lands,  and  emi- 
grations be    facilitated    to    the   remotest  parts  of  the 
Union.     Several  new  states  have  been  created  to  the 
west  and  south,  and  territorial  governments  orgaftizdd ' 
over  every  place  where  there  is  vacant   land  far  sale; 
whence  an  immense  increase  q£  oiu*  peculation  is  to  be 
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expected^  at  once  augmenting  the  wealth  and  strength 
of  the  whole  country. 

But  all  these  bright  prospects  are  clouded  by  Mn 
Monroe's  saying,  at  the  close  of  his  Message,  that  the 
revenue  arising  from  imports  and  tonnage,  and  from  the 
sale  of  pubUc  lands,  will  be  adequate  lo  support  the  civil 
government,  the  presefnt  military  and  naval  estabU^« 
mentS)  including  the  annual  augmentation  of  the  navy^ 
and  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  on  the  n^« 
tional  debt,  and  its  gradual  extinction,  without  the  aid  of 
internal  taxes ;  wherefore  he  recommends  Congress  to 
repeal  them.  Now,  it  is  sinning  against  all  past  expe* 
rience,  and  all  the  most  approved  principles  of  political 
philosophy,  to  endeavour  to  carry  on  a  government 
without  any  system  of  internal  taxation  in  time  of  peace^ 
and  when  war  breaks  out,  then  to  begin  to  tax^  when  the 
diminution  of  revenue,  and  the  increasing  necessities  of 
the  people^  peculiarly  indispose  and  disable  them  from 
bearing  the  imposition  of  new  burdens ;  whereas  inter-* 
nal  taxes,  laid  during  peace,  and  so  adjusted  as  to  in* 
crease  in  productiveness  with  the  national  growth  in  po-* 
pulation  and  wealth,  will  easily  admit  of  such  a  gradual 
augmentation  in  time  of  war,  as  not  to  press  too  heavily 
on  the  community^  and  at  the  same  time  most  materially 
to  strengthen  and  establish  the  public  credit;  which 
{done  can  enable  a  government  to  call  out  and  effectu- 
ally wield  the  resources  of  the  country,  so  as  to  secure 
its  permanent  prosperity,  power,  and  reputation. 

As  soon  as  Congress  met  in  December,  I8I7,  they 
passed  a  bill  through  both  houses,  for  the  repeal  of  the 
znternal  dutieSjWhich  the  President  immediately  signed; 
and  the  law  now  is,  that  the  United  States  government 
have  no  internal  revenue.  And  yet,  probably,the  recent 
occupation  of  Amelia  Island  by  our  American  troops, 
under  the  provisions  of  the  secret  act  of  Congress,passed 
in  1811,  but  not  published  till  December,  181 7,  will, 
ere  long,  call  for  a  large  appropriation  of  the  public 
money.  Is  Cuba  to  follow  tne  fate  of  Amelia;  and  are 
our  land  limits  to  be  stretched  beyond  the  horizon  of 
Mexico? 

K  k 
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'  P.  S.  Since  the  foregoing  sheets  were  printed,  the 
Treasury  documents  for  1817  have  been  received;  from 
them  the  followihg  summary  is  extracted : 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

I6th  January^  1818. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  a  statement  of  the 
exports  of  the  United  States,  during  the  year  ending 
the  30th  of  September,  1817,  amounting,  in  value, 
on  articles 

Of  domestic  produce  or  manufacture;  to      <^68,3 1 3,500 
Of  foreign  produce  or  manufacture,  to        19,358,069 

I 

Which  articles  appear  to  have  been  exported  to  the  fol- 
lowing countries,  viz. : 

Domestic.  Foreign. 
To  the  northern  countries  of 

Europe *3,828,563  2,790,406 

"to  the  dominions  of  theNether- 

lands 3,397,77*  3,387,543 

Do.         of  Great  Britain,  41,431,168  3,037,0/4 

Do.         of  France,    .  .  .     9,717,423  2,717,396 

Do.         ofSpain,  ....     4,330,156  3,893,780 

Do.         of  Portugal,    .    .     1,501,237  393,386 

All  other 3,907,178  6,198,283 

•968,313,500  19,358,069 


«MMHMM*HMW*BMi»M^ 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Very  tespectfiriljr.  Sir, 

Your  most  obt.  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  CRAWFORD. 

*  •      . 

3%e  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  Bouse  of  'RepreselntiiMoes. 
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I 

By  this  Report  it  appears  that  there  were  exported 
from  the  United  States,  from  the  1  st  day  of  October, 
1 8 1 6,  to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1817,  of  the  growth 
and  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  1 7,7^  l?^?^  dol- 
lars worth  of  flour,  and  23,1 27,6l  4  dollars  worth  of  cot- 
ton, making  in  these  two  items  alone,  40,278,990  dollars. 
The  whole  value  of  exports  for  the  same  year,  including 
foreign  articles^  amounts  to  8  7,67 1 ,5  69  dollars.  Of  this 
sum  1 8,707>433  was  exported  from  the  port  of  New- 
York. 

Summary  of  the  value  of  exports  from  each  State. 

States.  Domestic.       Foreign.  Total. 

New-Hampshire,       170,669  26,825  197,424 

Termont,                    913,9Q1 .913,301 

Massachusetts,       6^908,4lB  6,019,571  11^9^7,907 

ilhoae;lslahd,  •          6^7,91  i  :372,55fe  .930,487. 

Connecticut,              574,290  28^949  ^04,139 

New-Tbrk,            13,660,533  5,046;7o6  18,707,433 

New-Jersey,                   5,849     — 5,1549 

Pennsylv^inia,          5,538,003  3,107,5§9  8,735;592 

Delaware,                      38,771  6,083  48,464 

Maryland,               5^887,884  3,046,0.46  iB,933,980 

Pist,  ofColumhia,  1,689,102  79,666  1,768;668 

Virginia,                  5,56 1 ,238  6o,204  5,6l  1,442 

North  Carolina,        965,211  '1,369  956,580 

Sputh-Garolinai,      9,944,343  428,270  10,372,613 

Georgia,                  8,530,831  259,883  8,790,714 

Ohio,                            .7,749        ^  7.749 

Louisiana,               8,241,254  783,658  9,402,812 

Territory  of  U.  S.      1 08, 1 1 5         -^  1 06, 1 1 5 

Total    »68,343,500  19,338-069    87;67 1,569  , 


.  * 
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APPENDIX, 

Containing  some  few  Miscellaneous  Mailers,  omitted 

in  the  preceding  pages. 


StKCE  the  c|iapter  on  the  goveroment  of  the  United 
^States  has  been  printed  off,  it  has  been  suggested  as  a 
desideratum^  that  a  table  of  the  rates  of  pay,  or  wages 
allowed  to  our  public  servants,  whether  at  home  or 
abroad,  should  be  given^  in  order  to  show  what  pecu- 
niary incitements  to  ambition  are  applied  to  the  gover- 
nors^ sCmbassadors,  judges^  and  other  public  functiona* 
ries  of  the  American  commonwealm.  The  conse- 
quences of  this  republican  frugality,  in  underpaying  our 
government  officers,  are,  that  the  governors  and  judges 
of  some  of  the  states  are  actually  employed  in  prose* 
cuting  some  other  calling,  in  addition  to  thftt  of  dis* 
charging  the  functions  of  the  executive  and  judicial ; 
for  instance,  in  keeping  taverns,  seUing  tenpenny  naib. 
deabng  in  flour,  and  many  similar  employments,  equally 
well  adapted  to  the  sciences  of  political  philosophy  and 
jurisprudence. 

The  President  of  the  United  States  receives  a 

salary  of.   •  •  .  • JSsSfiOO 

The  Vice-President  of  the  United  States.  •  .  .     5,000 

The  Secretary  of  State 5,000 

The    Secretary  of   the  Treasury,    War,    and 

Navy,  each.- , 4,000 

The  Chief  Justice  of  the  United  States.  .  •  •     5,000 
The  puisne  Judges,  each. »  •  *  4^000 
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The  United  States  Ambassadors  to  the^rst-rate 

European  Courts *9,000 

The  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New- York, 
one  of  the  most  liberally  paid  States  in  the 

Union,  each 3,500 

The  Governor  of  the  State  of  New-York     .     .     7,500 

The  Mayor  of  New-York 7,000 

The  Governor  of  Rhode-Island      .     •     .     .     .        800 

The  Grovemor  of  Vermont 6oo 

The  Governor  of  Connecticut  ...•..!  ,000 
The  Judges  of  Connecticut,  each        ....     1,000 

It  is  needless  to  multiply  instances:  in  many  of  the 
states  the  governors  and  judges  are  even  more  scantily 
paid  than  in  Connecticut,  Vermont,  and  Rhode  Island ; 
and,  of  course,  this  state  parsimony  produces  all  the 
evils  pointed  out  in  the  Chapter  on  Grovemment,  as  re- 
sulting from  the  mistaken  policy  of  underpaying  the 
public  servants. 

The  pay  of  the  legislators,  whether  of  the  United  or 
separate  States  in  the  Senates,  or  Houses  of  Represen- 
tatives, ranges  from  two  to  six  dollars  a-day,  during  their 
legislative  session.  If  it  be  really  wise  to  give  the  le- 
gislators any  wages  at  all,  their  present  stipend  seems 
to  be  fully  as  disproportionate  as  that  of  other  public 
servants;  although,  doubtless,  in  some  instances,  among 
our  twenty  separate  independent  republican  sovereiga- 
ties,  it  amounts  to  a  quafkum  meruit. 

Mr.  Wirt  makes  some  very  sensible  and  judicious  ob- 
servations, in  his  Life  of  Patrick  Henry,  on  the  evils 
resulting  from  the  mistaken  policy  of  underpaying  all 
our  public  servants.  Indeed,  this  be^arly  system  lite* 
rally  starved  Henry  and  Hamilton  out  of  the  service  of 
their  country,  and  drove  them  back  into  their  profes- 
sional practice  for  a  morsel  of  bread. 

The  following  memoranda,  taken  from  the  government 
paper  of  March  14,  1818,  will  show  in  what  a  conti- 
nual flux  of  mutation  men  and  things  are  rolled  under 
our  popular  institutions  ;  and  it  should  be  remembered 
that  this  eternal  rotation  is  so  favourite  a  feature  in  our 
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republican  polity^  that  the  most  stupendous  conse- 
quences  are  augured  from  its  operation ;  so  much  so, 
that  one  of  our  profoundest  philosophers  very  gravely 
informed  me  yesterday,  that,  ^^  in  the  course  of  a  few 
years,  there  would  be  only  two  empires  in  the  world, 
the  United  States  and  Russia.'* 

In  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
there  are  now,  out  of  184  members,  only  six  who  were 
members  of  the  Tenth  Congress,  (I807-8-95)  and  have 
continued  in  the  house  without  intermission.  Of  those 
who  were  members  of  that  Congress,  and  are  members 
of  the  present  house,  but  who  have  had  intermissions  of 
service,  there  are  but  six  or  seven.  Yet  the  principle 
df  rotation  is  even  more  strongly  illustrated  in  the 
senate  of  the  tfnited  States,  though  intended  by  the 
constitution  to  be  the  more  permanent  service.  In  that 
body  there  is  but  one  individual  who  was  a  senator  in 
the  Tenth  Congress.  In  the  senate,  at  present,  eight 
members  out  of  forty  were'members  of  the  ^Uouse  of 
Representatives  in  the  Tenth  Congress;  and  of  the 
present  House  of  Representatives  two  members  jwere 
in  that  Congress  senators,  both  from- the  State  of  Mary- 
land. 

These  facts  afford  materials  for  much  reflection  on  the 
practical  operation  of  our  system  of  goviemnjfent. 

It  may  be  added,  that  there  is  no  member  of  .the  exe- 
cutive department  of  the  government  who  wafr  then  con- 
cerned in  the  administration  of  the  goveromei^t..  Mr. 
Monroe  Was  then^  a  minister  abroad,  and  Mr. /Adams  a 
member  6f  the  senate.  Of  the  present  goYSernors  of  the 
several  stdtes  there  is  not  one  who  at  that  dqy  filled  the 
$taaB  office.  Of  the  twenly,  two  were  then  repreftenta- 
tiv^  in  Congress. 

Wae  are,  also,  to  the  full,  as  fond  of  variety  as  of  ro- 
tation ;  for  the  rat?e  of  interest  on  moniey,  and  the  cur- 
rent value  of  the  dollu*,  diifer  in  the  several  states ; 
for  instance,  by  act  of  Congress,,  govermnient  receives 
six  per  cent,  on  the  b<inds  due  to  the  Unitedl  Sta^; 
New-York  regulates  the  rate  of  iai3erestat;'Mi^efii,  Mas- 
lachiisetts  at  «ix  and  «  ka^  per  joent  iln  Nim-XmA 
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the  dollar  is  valued  at  eight,  in  Permflylvania  at  seven^ 
in  Massachusetts  at  six  shillings.  Travellers  and 
foreigners  reap  the  richest  harvest  of  inGonvenicadCQi 
from  the  want  of  a  uniform  standard  of  weights^  mm- 
sures,  and  values;  and  if  amf  rate  of  interest  must  be  im* 
posed  on  money^  the  trouble  would  certainly  be  mucin 
less^  if  our  neighbourii^  states  would  establish  it  equally 
throughout  their  respective  dominions.  Indeed^  it  is 
expressly  given  to  Congress,  by  the  federal  constitor 
tion^  to  coin  money^  regulate  its  value^  and  fix  the. 
standard  of  weights  suid  measures. 

By  the  late  arrivals  from  Europe^  we  learn  some  fects, 
which^  had  they  transpired  sooner^  would  have  found  a 
place  in  their  appropriate  chapters ;  as  it  is^  they  must 
be  thrown^  with  other  miscellanies^  into  an  Appendix. 

The  papers  laid  before  the  two  Houses  of  Pariia- 
ment>  by  order  of  the  Prince  Regent,  on  thp  S/tii  of 
January,  ISl'S,  manifest  a  great  improvement  during 
the  year  181 7,  in  almost  every  branch  oi  domestic  in- 
dustry, throughout  the  United  Kingdotm  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland.  The  estimates  for  the  year  1818, 
give  the  annual  government  expenditure  ^tjifty^ight 
miQions  sterling,  the  revenue  ^tlRfty-twa  millions,  mak- 
ing a  deficit  of  six  millions.  Out  of  the  expenditures^ 
however,  nearly  sixteen  millions,  will  be  paid  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  for  the  reduction  of 
the  national  debt ;  and  the  supposition  is,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  instead  of  issuing  Exche- 
quer bills,  or  raising  a  loan,  will  take  six  millions  from . 
the  existing  income  of  the  sinking  fimd,  in  order  to  sup- 
ply the  gap  between  the  expenditure  and  revenue,  and 
leave  the  remaining  ten  millions  to  be  supplied  to  the  li- 
quidation of  the  public  debt.  The  expenditure  is  to  be 
lessened  from  sixty-five  to  fifty-eight  millions,  by  a  re- 
duction of  the  army  to  its  peaee  establishment,  and  by 
the  saving  of  interest,  on  paying  off  the  five  and  four  per 
cent,  stocks. 

Treaties  have  also  been  concluded  between  Britaiti, 
Spain,  and  Portugal,  respecting  the  abolition  of  the 
slave-trade ;   the  Treaty  with  Spain  is  laid  before  Pap* 
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liament ;  that  with  Portugal  yet  remained  incom]ilete> 
because  its  ratification  on  either  side  had  not  been  ex- 
changed. By  a  proclamation,  dated  Madrid,  December^ 
181 7)  the  King  of  Spain  prohibits,  from  the  day  of  the 
date  of  the  proclamation,  all  his  subjects,  both  in  the 
Peninsula  and  America,  from  going  to  buy  negroes  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  rurrth  of  the  line;  and  from  the 
30th  of  May,  1820,  a  similar  prohibition  is  extended  to 
those  parts  of  the  coast  of  Africa,  south  of  the  line. 

The  rumour  of 'the  day,  (25th  March,  1818)  is,  that 
our  government  have  determined  to  declare  war  against 
Spain.  Before  they  plunge  the  nation  into  hostilities, 
it  well  becomes  the  wisdom  of  the  senate  to  pause  and 
ponder,  whether  or  not  the  powers  of  Europe  will  be 
inclined  to  sit  tamely  by,  and  see  the  United  States  strip 
the  nerveless  and  impotent  Spaniard  of  the  Floridas, 
Cuba,  and  Mexico,  and  thus  endanger,  or  render  useless, 
ail  the  West-India  possessions  of  every  European  sove- 
reignty ;  and  whether  or  not  America,  with  only  ten 
millions  of  people,  scattered  over  two  millions  of  square 
miles,  is  at  this  moment  prepared  to  encounter  the  coo- 
litionof'  crawnsin  Europe, with  their  embattled  veterans 
at  leisure  for  any  new  enterprise,  weary  of  peace,  pro- 
cinct  for  war,  and  looking  with  a  jealous  and  fearfrd  eye 
upon  the  rapidly  growing  strength  of  our  giant  republic? 
Is  the  impending  rupture  with  Spain  one  of  the  first- 
fruits  of  western  predominance ;  and  are  the  Atlantic 
states  to  purchase  a  President  from  Kentucky  at  the 
price  of  all  the  blood  and  treasure  thatmay  be  expended 
m  a  conflict  with  universal  Europe  ? 


TH£   £ND. 


B.  Clabkb,  Printer,  Well  Street,  Loadoa, 


